
The  following  article  was  taken  from  the  July  25,  1891  issue  of
the  New  York  Dramatic  FTev/s,  Page  5.

A   'rHREAlm''   CENARD

The  New  York  Herald  of ltonday morning  contained.  a  rather  remarkable
story  concerning \Jrhat  it-termed.  an  alleged  a,ttexpt  to  blackl[rail  Edrrin  Booth.   It
was  a  long-and.  sensational  story,  ``+hich,  a,fter  telling  of  what  was  alleged  to  have
happened  to  the  actor,  went  on  to  relate  a mass  of  irrelevarit  i:hings  about  1.:r.
Booth's  life,  I.,::r.  Jefferson.a  personal  experiences,  and  other  matters,   to  give
length  to   the  article  and malrLe  it  seem more  ixportant  tharl  it  really was.
Stripped  of  this  quantity of  irrelevant  matter,   the  Herald's  story  is  a,a  follows:

Mr.  Edwin  Booth,  the  distinguished  actor,  has,   it 'is  reported,
been  the  object  of  a  conapiracy  to  obtain money  from him.

The  rumor  has  been  current  i.or  sometime.    \fthen  the  ini`ormation
was  brotts.ht  to  the  Herald  o£.1.ice  the  Herald  dec.lined  to  have  anything  to  do
vrith  it  uni;il  the  alleged.  facts  were  proven.

Generallyt.ne  rumor  was  that  a  disreputable  newspa,per man  and  a
person  connected with the  stage  had  for  years  in  their.  possession  a  docu-
ment  relat-ing-to  an  incident  in 1,1.  Booth.a  family,  .but  of  wiiich "r.
Booth  was  not  amare  until  informed  by  the  conspirators,   and  I-or  which  he
was  in no  way  responsible,  and  that  they had used.  this  knowledge  to  black-
mail  him,                                                                                                    `

The  story  went  on  to  say  that LT.  Booth  had  been  harassed  by
these t]ien; ,that  i;heir  persecution had  even  aft.ected his  brain,  and  that
this,   the  breakdo"m  of  his  meni;al  powers,  was  the  primary  cause  of  his
retirement  from  the  stag,ee.

The  late  IjaRTence  Barrett,   it  was  said,  had  interposed  be-
tween  the  sripposed  conspirators  and  his  friend.      Iifr.  Barrett  did  not
believe  the  story \±/hich  these  men  said  they  had  to  tell,and  argued.  that
all  proba,bilities  and possibilities  were  ag'ainst  its  triith.    Neverthe-
less,  rather  than  see  his  colleag\ie  and  friend put  i;o  the  trouble  and
armoyance  of  coining  out. in pub_lie  and  denyin{;.  at.legations  that  \./ere  ab-
slird,  Barrett  paid  them  to  discontinue  their  annoyance.`lJhen,  however,  Barrett  died,   the  alle,3.ed  blaclmailers,  so  it

is  said,  `oegan  once  more  to  armoy I``itr.  Booth.     Booth  had  been  ill  son.etime
before  his  colleaguets  d.e]rise,   Out  the  latter.a  sudden  death  '`7ag  an  addi-
tional  shock  to  his  nervous  system  and.. he  was _±`orced  to  retire  from  the
stage.

In  this  condition he  was  an  easy.  prey,   it  \'/as  rumored.,  to  i;he
alle`ged  conspirators.    But  one  of his  rena,ining  stanchest  i.rienda  was  his
brother  actor,  |t[r.  Joseph  Jefferson.    fir.  Jefferson  has  a magnificent  sun-
mer  residence  at  B\izzards  Bay,  }fass.,   in  the  region  of  Gape  Cod.     Hither
Mr.  Jefferson  invited his  friend,  and here  the  sick man  is  seciire  fron all
intnder3.

the  incident  in Ate.  Booth's  family,  or  rather  the  alleged  inci-
dent,  which  the  ne"apaper man and the  Stage person referred to  say  they
have proof to  corroborate,  caine  originally  from A.  R.  Oaza:uran,  the  adapter
of plays.    €azauran died  in  January,  1889.

The  ada;pter  of plays,  I  an  told,  either  iRTented    it  or  imagined
it  from  some  idle  story he  had heard.      At  any rate,  it  is  sta,ted.  that he  once  used
the  story to  armoy Hr.  Booth.    The  proba,bilities  are  that  the men  indicated
got  their  information  such  as  it  was,  from or  through  Caza;uran.

The  reason  their  ''secret"  became  com:ton  rumor  wa,a   that  I(,Tr.   Booth
was  not  qui''ce  i;he  man  they  e3q?ected,  and  woul.a.  not  put  his  hand  d.eeply  into
his  pocket.     jig  1`.ir.  J-efferson  expresse¢  it,  Ii,.fr.   Booth  v+as  a  "fighter".     Then
this  rascally pair  began  to  talk,  and hence  gossip.    IIowever,  it  \tJill  not;  be
heali;try  for  the  brace  of  conspirators  to  pursue  the  course  the} have  begun
in  I.eference  to  I.ir.   Booth.     They  I,-rill' probably tal[e  the  hint  which  is  here
given  then,  and.  if  tlrey  do  not,   then  the  Herald  will  have  &rother  chapter  to
write®



i-..-_-r-`ysJ--

\
This  a,rticle  irnmediately  followed.  the  one  entitled  ''i  .I-Ierald'  Cana,rd",  on

Page  5,  of  the  July  25,  1891,  issiie  of  the  i)ramatic  News:

Some  years  a`8.o  in  an  aparthent  inthe  jnpine  building,  at  the  cor-
ner    of  broad.way  and.  `5Jd  St.,   there  met  one  nidrb  a  party  consisting.  of  Steele
hilackaye  and  his  brother  or  cousin  of  the  name  of L[ackaye,  Frank  j`i.  Burr,  a  jour-
nalist,  and.  aha,rles  '`TJ.  Brooke,   a  celebrated  practitioner  at  the  IJew  York  1)ar.
RIir.  Burr  had  in  his  possession  a pa,ckage  of  letters  t`mitten  in  lFTench  or  Ger-
man,  and.  alleged.  to  be  a  cori`espondence  between  .igatha  Delamoir  a,nd  her  sister
Theresa.    J`Lgatha  writing  from  this  country  to  her  sister  t'tho  lived  abroad.,  and
Therese  answering  to  America.     These  letters  were  the.su-Dject  of  i;he  evening.a
conversation i)et\.reen  the  gentlemen here  named,  and  it  was  stated  that  they  told
an  extraordimry  story  of  the  romance  of  Junius  Brutus  Booth's  life'.    rThe  tale
was  that  Booth  --  the  fa,ther  Qf  Edwin  Booth  --  had  in his  early  career  married•    Agatha  Delanoir  against  the  wishes  of her  parents,  and hed` subsequently  gone  to  IIondon
to  become  an  actor,  receiving at  I-irst  a  sala,ry  of  six  dollars  a week,  and.  then
ten  d.ollars  weekly.    He  began to  despair  of  his  success  in  this  career,  and  at
one  time  thought  of  joining  the  Eriglish  army to  fight  against  i\Ta,poleon,   but  fin-
ally  came  to  America,  as  was  alleged.,   in  the  company  ol`  a  flower  8`irl  he  had met
at  Drury  I,are.     r,.ihere  had  mean`'7hile  'oeen  born  to  Agatha  Delanoir,  a  son,  who  `iras
named  Robert  Booth,  and  who,  when  he  grew  up,   calne  to  America,  \'Jhere  he  foimd
his  father  surrolmded  by  a growing  family.    Robert  was  a  hospital  nurse  and  saw
but  little  of  his  father,  but  wha,t  he  d.id  see  convinced him  that  his  mother
ought  to  be  here,  and  so  he  urote  requesting  her  to  come  across  the  water.    She
did.  come,  art  without  pa;using  in  New  i-ork  to  interfere  with  Junius  Brutus  Booth.s
grea,i  siiccegs,  she  proceeded  to  her  son's  humble  home  in  Baltimore,  \tjhere  she
took  lap  her  residence.     !t-then }rLr.  Bocith  came  there  to play  an  engagement,  accord-'--`             ing.  to  the  alleded.  translations  of  these  letters,  she presented. herself  to him

L'  )        asun:f`f::e:#£:i::rh£Li:e::=:¥y i:r:±L:I::es:%.ht#:g::C::::::°::nci:fig;e. tLa:a
cond:uct  on  his  part,  and he  was  tatcen  to  court  i;o  answer.    He  agreed  if  she  woul.d
return  i3o  her  home,  to  pay  her  leo  pounds,  and. \Irith  this  money  she  1.ras  prepared
to  go  home  to  her  sister  and remain  there.    But  before  she  could    leave,  she
was  talcen  ill,  8md  a.led  in  Baltimore,  in  the  outskirts  of which  city  it  is  al-
1eged.  that  she  is  burried.  under  a  tombstone  bearing  .6he  legend,   "Agatha  Delanoir,
wife  of  runius  isrutus  Booth.in    Robert  Booth,  the  alleged  son  of  i;his  alleged  union,
went.to  the  war,  art  died.  of  consumption.    Such  is  the  story  that  was  discussed  in
the  alpine  apartriient  house.    £ir.   Burr  said  he  came  into  possession  of  the  papers
tlmouffl  the  Delanoir  family,   to  whom he  `]ITote  for  inl-.ormation  upon  sturn`Dling  across
the  Baltimore  tombstone.     H+e  had.  no  interition  o±.  rising  the  pa;pers,   even  i±`  h® be-

:i:V:E f.t::mB::t£?s8::£::=-¥rh±i::a:? ::Ls::Ee::h±°::: lit::¥±:::: ¥£:. fa8€i::tR:::::e
Llackaye  had  offered  to  \`ffite  a  life  ®f`  Edwin  Booth,  and  it  is  si]pposed`that  in
acme  `'ray  the  whole  matter  had  'become  ]unddled    and.  tangled  until  it  has  finally
reached  the  H.erald  in  the  shape  of  a,n  absurd.  story  of blackma,il.    Certainly  no
person i!Jould  suspect  either  of the  gentlemen  named  of  any  such  conduct;  any more
than  he would  believe  i;he  story  of    Agatha  Delanoir.a  alleged.  letters.


