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I  called  on  L'trs.  Cameron  in  Chicago  Janual.y  6,1921.when  I  obtained  the

follov/ing.  statement.    fry  maiden  mme  was  Josie  Annetta  .\'/oniger  and  I  v/as  born

in Ethphis,  q}enn.      qhls  vas  the   second  interview  I  had  had  with Ltrs.  Caneron.

having  called  on  her  Monday.  december  27th,  1920.      She  states  that  in  1900

she  was  playing  ln  '`The  Woman  in  the  Case''  company  in  one  of  the  Enld  theatres

and  that  while  there  she  met  a  riran  by  the  mime  of  John  1,-/alter  Robison  who  rep-

resented  the  t'Dranatic  mrror",  as  she  saw hi:`i  ±'our  or  five  ti]':res  altogr3thel.,

a  couple  of  ti}nes  ln Enid and  later.  in 81  Reno  vjhere   they  pla,yed  after  leaving

Enid..       q!hat  due  to  a  fear  of. snrallpox,  an  epidemic  of  vthich i-ras  in   that

section  at  the  time, she  left  the  company  before  they  went  to  GutlITie,  OIda,..

and  that  she  undei'stood,  from  other  ne;nbers  oi.   the  company,   tirat  John '`'/.alter

Robison  called  at  Gut}Ifie  to  see  her  cnd  then .wl.ote  her  tile   two  letters  which

are,  herewith,  given.        She  says  tiiat  Robison  told  }ier  that  she  was  too

talented  to  play  in  the  sort  of  prod.uction  she  was  in  and  criticised  her  act-

ing;  also  gave  her  a  vtrite-up  in  the  manatic  Alirror.      She  says  he  seemed  to

have  plenty  of  money,  v/as  polished  and  a  grentleman.       She  says  Robison  never

coached  her  in  any  o±`  ]ier  work.         E'lel.ely  coxplimented  her  and told  her  what

a  grea,t  actress  he  thougpit  she  res.      He  coxpai.ed  her    very  I-avorably with
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Efaxine  Elliott  art  Julia  lfarlowe  and  she  says  t]rat  the  ne=v:t  year  Colonel

Hanilton  i'tho     o`.mod  ''The  .ir/oman  in   the  Case"   shovt  i'Jas  plarming`  on  putting

on  'lshawdo\.+a  of ''.       Afrs.  Camel.on  claims  that  she  does  not  ]aiow  whether

Robison  had.  aiiything.  to  do   vinth  the  tin.itingn  o±.. this  play  or  not;   that  she

=s":'fuaeo±`OFT=:=|rfe#rfu£#
lnioi.'/  who  wrote  it.does  not  lnioi.'/  who  wrote  it.

cLaughter  and  the  revenge  vJhich her  brother  took  upon  the  villian.    She

says  that  Robison  and  Colonel  qhompson,  the  ovther  of  the  play  in  vrhich  he

was  taking a part  i./hen  she  met  ltobison both  talked to  her  about a  leading

part  in  the  new 1)lay,  but   that  there  i.fas  no  intl}-!ration   that  Robison  hi.mself

expected  to   take  a  1)art  in  it  as  is  said  in  fr`fr.  Bates's  book.  paLre  goo.

Atrs.  Oariieron  said  that  the  opening  of   tile  new play  -`ras   to  tats  place  a,t

Evansvllle,  Ind..  in  the  fall  of  1902  and  that  she  went  to  Evansville  from

Mhaphis,  but  did  not  aiipear  in  the  play,  beoaus®  Itrs.  Irfuilton,  the  wife  of

Colonel  Hafilton  did  not  expect  to  be with  the  company  as  her  chaperoness

as  had been   the  Custom  in  the  past.        She  says  that  the  onl.v  correspondence

between Robison  and  herself  ls  the  two  letters  following.      Aitrs.  Caneron

says  that  the  iray  she  came  to  ooinect  John \'/alter  PLobison  with  mvid  E.
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Georg`e  and  John  \7ilkes  Booth  was  in  1905  in  IIittle  Rock.  Ark..  vthen  her

husband  read  the  George   story  in  tl.ie  St.  Iiouis  Post  JJespatch  ancL  said

"Josie.   this  must  be  tile  ran  you  ]mew  i.n  Enid''.     Sometii-ne  after  that  Atr.

and  ms.  Canel.on  v/ere   in  ltfemphis  and  Ida.  €aneron  sa,w  Bates  and  told  him

about  nfr.a.  Caneron's  exi]erience  vtith  John  \+/alter  Eiobison.     in.s.   Caneron

then  sent  Bates  the  i`iobison  letters  i+J:hich  Bates  kept  for  a  considerable

length  c)f  time.     }`fl.a.  Cameron  states  t}rat   she  was  never.   sun.e   that  i).  E.

Geor8'e  was  the  sane  man  as  John  .\,Falter  riobison,   that  she  never   sat.;  the  body

of  GeCirge,  but  that  }iis  i]icture  looks   soliiethint;.like  FLobisozi  as   she   Per.iembered

him.       Lirs.  Caneron  says   she  carmot  undei.stand  how  I,fr.  Bce,tes,  parL;.e  299  art  300.

coulcL  have  Lrotten  the  rmme  J.  Ii.  Ifarris  for  John  `i7alter  12Lobison  as  he  had  had

the   tvro  letters  in  ha.I  1)ossession  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  lmow

better.         She  said  she  had  never  near.d  of  the  name  J.  L.  IEarris  before  that

she  remembers  and  is  sure  that  it  has  never  occured  in  cormection  with her.

ntrs.. Cameron  claimed  that  ]itr.  Bates  approE3.ched  her  vy.ith  the  proposition  to  go

along as  part  of  the  program  for  the  ezthibition  of a.   George

and  suggested  that  she  sing and   that  he  would  lecture.      She  said  that  she

had  told  him  that  she  ftosQlutely  vJould.  no+.  consider  this  at  all.    I`i.frs.  Caneron
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- claimed,  on my  first  visit  to  her,  September  27,1920,  that  she  had  never

read  a  copy  of  I``'ir.  Bates'   book.       t\thefl  I   informed  i,.fr.13ates   o±`  this  he   sent

her  a  copy  and  itras  on  my  second  visit  wiien  she  made   tlicJ  cormients  on  the

chapter  which  concerned  her'.


