
I  find  ltr.  Bla6k's  articles  on  Booth  very  interesting
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other  side  that  only  fairness  should  8ugg89t  he  present.

A.fter  an  investigation  of  Several   months  I  am  of  the   -.'opin-   ,
ion  that  Booth  was  the  man  killed  at   the  rrarrett  barn,  but  I  am  of  the
view  that  positive  proof  of  his  death  and  that  he  was  Slain .bv  Boston
Corbett  never  has  been  established.   Dr.   May  did  not   state  that  the
scar  wag  on  Booth'B  neck,   t^hree  inches  below  the .left  ear,   as  Stated
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learn.  .A  re-±eading  of  the  #Sign  Qf  the  Scalpel"   should  Clear  up  sons
these  points:   Dr.  Hay  9aid  the  scar  wag  at  the  E±gjE  o.f  the  neck,   a lit-
to  the  left.  He  also   said,  as  it  wag  fair  to   State,   that  4,when  he

looked  at  the  body he  said  it  bore  no  resemblance  to  the  man  he  had
treated;  also,   at  the  con61ugionp  he  Bald  nearly  every  ®edelg®  of  in  re-
eemblanoe  had  dlgappeared.   Dr.   May   glveg  the   impreBBion  ln.his  article
that  he  made  a  partial   identification  bnt  tryas  not  positive.   It   ig  also
worthy  of  note  that  he  Stated  that  i;he  details  of  the  am±a[  scene  Were  aLs
fregh  in  his  mind  in  1887  as  when  he  made  his  examination,   and  then  he
proceeded  to   say  that  Booth' g ±ich± keg  was  oontuged  and  at.moot  t&ack;
we  have  to  reconoLle  that   Statement  of  the  leg  with  the  fact  that  the  War
department  hag  always  a|almed  Booth  fractured  his  I.££± leg,   in  testimony
whereof  it  e2thibit9  a  boot  for  the  left  foot.

Any_  way  you   tak_e_.it,  hero  i8  th?  mystat%?#;e#i!Acourse  there  i8  a.plot  behind'a  plot,
o'oser.vers  to   fihd.             Very  truly,
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