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Dearborng Indenandent
Dearborn, Mich.

Dear Sir:-

Enclesed..is 30 cents in stamps, for which,hle :
me copies of Apr. 11 and Apr. 18 issues of The Tndepsndent, as
I wish to complete my files on the John Wilkes Rooth articise.

T find ¥r. Bladk's articles on Rooth very interesting
but not always accurate. Be seems to be so eager to ezmblode the
George and St. Helen myths that he overlooks evidence on the
other gside that only fairness should sufeest he nresent.

After an investigation of several monthe T am of the ‘opin- |
ion that Booth was the man killed at the Tarretit barn, but T am of the
view that positive proof of his death and that he was sliain by Boston
Corbett naver has besn sstablished. Dr. May 4id not state that the
gcar was on Booth's neck, thres inches below the left esr, asg stated
in"the concluding art1c¢e {(May 2); the author has evidently gonfused
Dr. May with quroaon Seneral Barnea, who testified as much ai’the trial
of the conspirators. Dr. Barnsg did not examine the neck of Rooth after
Dr. Way had described it, but before, according to what T have been able
to learn. A re-teading of the "Sign of the Scalpel" should clear up some
of these points. Dr. Maf said the scar was at the back of the neck, a 1it-
tle to the left. He also said, as it was fair to state, that when he
looked at the body he said it bore no resemblance to the man he had
treated; also, at the conclusiony he said nearly every vestigs of =mm re-
sembl ance had disappesared. Dr. May zives the impression in"his article
that he made a nar+1a1 identification but was not positive. It is al so
worthy of note that he atated that the details of the auka 3cens were as
fresh in his mind in 1887 as when he made his examination, and then he
proceeded to say that Booth's richt keg was contused and almost bl ack;
we have to reconcile that statement of the l1eg with the fact that the War
department has always claimed Rooth fractured his left l1eg, in testimony
whereof it exhibits a boot for the left foot.

Any way you take it, here is the myster i of all ths ages. Of
course there is a plot bPhlnd a rlot, a story within a story, for keen
observers to find. Very truly, o M ﬁ) oty A
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