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It.,Ir.  Bates  is  gtiite  c~reful  about  riis  selection  of  Press  CcLrment83  us.ihg

but  four,   one  of  wi-+ich  is  an  iaterview with Err.    Bates,himself,  wiiich had  been

corjied  by  t -ie  St.  Lo ,is  Post  Despatch  fron  t-ne  mid  nj)ally  E&g|e*tyJune  1.1903.    Iilr.

Bates   selected  his  o`.Tin  interview  to  corroborate  riis  claim  t}iat  D.  A.   George  .`t-,.ilote

hit  i  letter  just  before  his  death,  wiiicF+ woulL  establish a  connection between

iat
Jol3n  St.   ielen  and  D.i.   George.     zi  oormeotion  wliicri  has  only  this  and  i:£±hL!=±D==.¢

identif ioation  of  the  body  of  Cteoi`ge  as  St.  r=elen  by hir.   Bates.  alt±iough  he  had

not  Seen  St.  A-elen for  tFrenty-eight  years.

In  the  newsiraper  stciry  just,  referred  to  is  this  statenent.Ba,tea(pege  252) :

"George,   or  Booth,   committed  suicide  2`,ere  January  15tli  1_..st,  and  in  his  effects

was  found  a  letter  directed  to  F.   I.   Bates,  I+.IexL:.... i--tis,   1`erm.,   who  oanie  here  LL-t  once

and  identified  tl-.e  body  as  t±±at  of  Join  I,=ilkes  Booth,''    Iifr.   J3ates  th.en  says(.page

253) :     lIRT+ilo  I  have  never  been able  to  secure  ti-ie  letter  referred  to  ir.  the  list

clipping--it  i:aving been  taken  frcm  the  body  o±`  the  dead m±n as  lie  k#  in  tl'jje  morgue

avraiting  identif ication,by  ci  lnysterirms  man  who  cl&imeq  to  I-£Lve  ]mown   .i.eorge  in

life.  and  who  disappeared  before  i2y  arrival  on  tile  scene--still  it  leas  seen  by  two

gentlemen  of  integrity  and  served  the  direct  purpose  of  additional  oorifi-!mation  of

ti-I.e  identit.:,I  of  the  -body  as  that  of  Booth.     I  presume  thdt  this  lettei'  was  t-rje  basis

of  the   tele-g'Itm  -.I.ecei-.ed  by me  abotit  tr-e  17th  of  Jarmary.   1903.  as'King  me  to  come



came  to  Enid.W    jind Eir.  Bates,(page  255)   himself,  after  quoting  the  four  press

reports,   says,   '71  could  fill  tEiis  volume  witii  press  reports  supporting  the  identity

:p:erein  given,   and  these  i-Jave  merely  been  used  £gLr  tj±§±gQo_ndarv  1?urE±ggg  oiEr±_qv7._iL!±g

how  I  became  alvisedjf_ ti-I.e  suicide'g  dei_th.Il

mat  a deligritfully  fine memory he  hars!

Mr.  Bates  claims  he  received  ti_e  ''wire"  about  January  17.  1903,   (this  was

Saturday)  and  that  i`ie  left  there  the  same  afternoon.    On  Sundiry morning,  January  18,

the  following  story appeared  in  tire fi'Iemphis  Ccrmeroial  ]ippeal.
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