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Did  Lincoln's  A`ssa.ssin  Escape?
In This, the First Installment, Is Told the Story of the Armstrong Myth
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Togc`ther they u.orked their ``.ay down through Southern
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ambition.

::n::d:::;e::I::a::z];ifTao:r#nci¥:aoiT:;:`:i,:o:i;
sc`\.c`ral  books,  have been published
from time to time in an attempt to
i>ro`.e  them  true.

By F. L. BLACK ti°a;:nth:.fhhefna±e:hriam;E¥g:£::I,i.;i::o:i:i::ltd;n:t:i:,t£§:r:fin:i
thought  it  best  not  to  mention  the  matter.

The  hod}'  of John  \\'ilkes  Booth.  assassin  of Abraham  Lincoln,  was offered  to  TIIE
DE.inroRIN  lr`.DEPENI)ENT for  One Thousand  Dollars.

.unda`.its and a wealth or circumstantial detflil were to acoompany it.
This was in  1920.   The inummified body was owned b}' a citizen of Tennessee.
Since that, time the rumor has I)rohen out anew that the murderer

a:ti`L::dtuhnadte#:`rarg3rr:%icdarosfl::gdr;fotrhfuth£,ndae`i°dno:.afi:.:*`;esdcobLYetct:dreLrodr!r°£iEis
pretense.

THE  DE.\f`BohN  INDEPENI)EalT,  curious to lmow  the basis for the rumor. conducted  a
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\`'as never disclosed.
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JOHN  W[LKBS  BOOTH, a..aealn Of ^t)raham I.Incoln.

;iikra:t:e!:of;:hi!e:rt.ah,hs::asg,;saob,os3:I:!:tg::y::Re:tab:Hrdfistg:#.:

;efftt:jr*hi;¥§si!h}§;:;:a;#h¥#e::tdfo:a:':;o3;I:9c2er2*b:ro#u?8tfe§
stated :

ifiiii;I;§£:j8;¥S;¥:::¥d:::ti!:i::::n;gi¥€;:ii#;:'iipi|ie§!t;ai
died a natural death during tbe '90s."

Another  reads:

Th:`£::u+:rwkenti%-,?g,e)y:a::kai°;:r=?ci:?r:emwsapam¥ri
:ahn°no¥¥:c¥ieia£:sP::Vj%rs!Zthafe:'e;Sit,easd:o".e#:erTa€t%n:
cealment, and he wrote with every indication of candor

::d;vgL;n:§gktedh:£t±#£hL:rs::;nTgt,emviE::e:Lsen:Tn:
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power and effect.

'   I   -r-_-as--

"Some    nights    after    this    he

;gii;::g?;;tti::;:t*;;i;!ii:;;si!!u::;
3:;tc,;uTdrosTep:c;de3Ln,`rttt::;test.:`::,:

#ee?`.,:I:te£L.'t°e:fr{anneddpta;:esnet:}...66r:

;:de:;:::I:§':jit;hDecr;dm¥Tt:ttr`/::i;t:tit
hall.    Edviin took afrcctiomte and
brotherly lea`.e of 'Dr. Armstrong,'
and    quietly    passc.tl    out.       .Dr.
Armstrong'   then   came   into   the
sittingroom.    He had aslight limi]
as of one u.ho had suffcretl a ttroken
ankle, and the w'riti'r satisri``tl hifti-
self that he u.as not mistak``n as ttt
'Dr.    Armstrong's'    idontit}.,    but
made   no   mention   of   ha`.ing   ri.-
cei\.ed    anv   information   to   this
c-ffect  froni  `I)r.  ..\rmstrong'  him.
self."

..\ third sa`.s :~
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recount as nearly as possible,  at this late date. for it oc-
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lGoncludcd on I.age .\

DR. J. G. ^R14S'IRONG. who n. t.I.a fct John WIll-Booth.
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speech   ``.as   jmijossible.`.Acti`.?   aQ   e`.er.   itl   spite   of   her  years?"     Again   I
nodded.     ;+    `".And  he.r.5Ister,  ^\liss                     .  ho``.  is  she?"

9.ha!,I::i:s:i,ts:ti#:i.;,;I;:ni;akde:dt.:.`3j:,;c,f::oed`:`:Vg:I:i:i:

came  Silent.    1  stared  do``'n  at  in.`.  folded  hands.  but  felt

¥,F¥kiigrfh`:yp:e°sehnac`emo':'asaf;admYjsDriaE.°ivhe!`rs;
are  bores  e`.er}.u'herc.  but  he  is  likelier  to   find

?#1;that   lie  was   lo
still   silence.     F

::i:isi.eda=iTe'r:!isth:oS#i:]erw;Sorbdr°fkoern.it_Ma:.dB±°::]|8
]aug.there  now!.'  he  said.  "that  is  better.    Now  we  Can

talk."

i::;:{f:!d:¥::r#:¥§:a:idd:`:i::pcap::::ti:,ii:t:;o¥::u:::a:my:;ptifitjs:,:
"Good!   I   lil-e  to  be  lilted.    And  what  do  you  like

best  of  mine?"
Many of the shorter pcems flashed to.mind. but, of all

a;i,Te.anseef::,is|P::geqa=iynu.I;.:;

amused :

der.s.tsa#C;t°?f„ m}.  friends  think  it  obscure.    Do  }.o*i  un.

cati#n:ua§:¥;i:ii;S';3;;cithi¥if£P::o8:Se:nde
"That autumn eve " stu.I]cd ;

8,c]rastth:eTaarjn;a:efst%T]:geda;mt,oyr£:#ctuned
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for  the  future.    I  remember  confessing  that  I

;:a;at`];:Si;P;i:;ti!j°§§:c!jd;;§ii:§i:didi];n:£::sr;;;e;;in;,;t:0:a¥:e;:I::ei:::;:;
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ii;:;;e:i§;i:ig;£:o§:;::::h:j[;::far;`£#;:je::g:::yih:a;e§;::;t;I;u;;aa::a:e;::t;;
\Vith  thanks  for the gift and  for his kindness,  I now

r°Sf.\trv9aii?;. b#iaid,  ..Here  is   something  you  win  like

to  see."
The  something was  a little volume with  Mrs.  Brown-

;#h:t#:;.tej:oa:.:3:;:aep%he.:a:n.:thf£:s:`*e;a:e.,n;:e#us:e!:fn:i
various  questions   about  my  liome.  my  college  life,  and

might  ``'rite  a  little.
es::: tt#t Thaenycai:'i? cY:rj:?„ `a  little.' "  he  said.

`[va::tse t:  `£:}':' ?:?g:ft:jnT ::eextcife.Cd :come

d  the wa}.  down  the  hall  to a  disordcred  dining-

EL[Z^BE.tit  B^RRFIT  BROWP`L'ING.

things..I   must  name  "Sordcllo''I    He  looked  sinccrcly---\yitb kind court]iness he bent, kissed -(ne lightly on cithcr
cheek, and  bowed  in  final dismissal.

From  the  street  I  locked  back.    He  still  stood there,

o§oji§igo:riEj|i:C¥h:§i]tfera::£#:#§:#i£:#ifff-E. L~
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occasions confessed that  he was John Wilkes Booth and
there is no doubt but that he enjoyed  the notoriety he
received as a result of the resemblance.    Dr. Armstrong
died in  1891.    The story given to the newspapers by his
physician  was  that  the  cause  of  death  was  apoplexy.
Stories were laLter published to the effect that it was due
to an overdose Of morphine.

The Amstrong Myth spread until it waLs finally and
thorougbly investigated by the New York jrcrald, which
carried the following story in the issue of April 26,  1903.

"When  lit.  Armstrong died  a record of his Ire tL.as
made public.   According to it he was born at Ballymena.
Ireland, on July 24,  1828, and was educated at Queen's
College,  Belfast,  under. the  direction  of  his  uncle,  the
famous James Glasgow, D. D„ after whom he was named.
He came to America in 1856, and prepared for the Pres.
byterian  ministry in  1857  and  l8S8  at   XeniaL   College,
Ohio.    His  first  charge was  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  where  he
married    Miss  Alma  Hitchcock.     She  is  still  tiving  in
Atlanta,  Georgia.

•`From Sidney he moved to St.  Leuis in  1863,  where

:oe:eacdo::uabn]eE¥::otphae,¥£:;:?etre.riEec:tTecnhdaednd§::fie,€
Episcopal  College  and  u.orked  his  way  through  as  in-
structor  in  Hebrew  and  metaphysics  in  1870,  and  waLs
ordained as aa Episcopal minister by Bishop C. F.  Rob-
ertson at St.  Paul's Church,  Palm}Ta,  .\Iissouri, in  1871.

"From  PalmyraL  he  moved  to  Hannibal, Missouri, in
1871  to   1874:  then  to  \1-heeling,   T`'est  Virginia,  from
1874  to   1878;    then  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  froin  1878
to   1884;  then  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  from  1884  to  1888.
where  he   again   had   trouble   ".ith   his   bishops.    He
gave   up   the  ministry   and   lectured   from   1888  until
1891,   when  he  died  suddenl}..

"It is necessary to pro`.e his career on]}. prior to 1865.

the }.ear in which  Lincoln  w'as  killed,  to show  that  Dr.
Armstrong was affecting a pose in permitting the rumors
about him to be circulated.    And a telegram to any one
of  the  places  mentioned  in  the  above  history  would  be
sufficient.    Tbe following comes from the Rev.  Dr.  t`'il-
liam  G.  Moorehead,  prc.sident  of  Xeaia  College,  where
Dr. Armstrong, according  io his record. prepared for the
Presb}'terian ministr}' in  1857, eight years before Linc`oln
died.    Dr.  Mcorehead knew Dr. Armstrong in  1862, and-Speaks Of his resemblance fo Booth :

" `1 find in the records here,I he says,  'that James G.
Armstrong was a aative of Ireland, born at Ballymena in
1828;   that  he graduated from  Queen's  college,  Belfast;
studied   theology  in   the  XeniaL   Theological   Seminary:
was licensed to preach in  1859;   settled at Sidney, Ohio,
1859;   removed to  St,  Louis in  1863`,  and  w'as  afterward
conaected  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal   church   and
settled at wheeling, West virginia.   He was rector of one
or more churches in the South, the last being at Atlanta,
Georgia,  I  think,  i+.here  he  died  some  years  ago.     He
married   in   Sidney,   Ohio.     He   waLs   somewhat   lame,
u.alked  with  a  cane,  but  had  a very  handsome  and  at-
tractive  face.     He  so   closely  resembled  John   Wilkes
Booth that he was actually mistaken for the actor, and

;onuen:redm£;:p":;pt:rsBo£:i:Cfiuen:¥S£Ft:dye=r:nagoora¥onr:
c`1ear and keen Of intellect,  but erratic and opinionated,
as I lmew in  1862.    Whatever becaLme of his family I do
not know.'

``All of which proves conclusively that  the  Rev.  Dr.

3=es:;°a:g,I.:V#?,inesthBecowtehst::sTfaVIin:fa?hi°a,at:£t:esaa::
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interest, owed its existence largely  to,the  work of  Finis
L. Bates, a lawyer o£ Memphis,  Tennessee,` u.ho ".rote a
book  of  309  pages,  first  published  in  1907,  and  owned
the  m`immified  bod}'  which  was  exhibited in southern
and   southwestern  towns as that of John T`.ilkes Booth.
More  than  seventy-five  thousand  copies  of  the   book
havebeen-sold, and due to the astounding claims and ac-
ousations it contains,  purchasers of the book are led to
feel that they have made a discovery in Concealed fiistor}'.

;Ahnedd=iesw££dftidreefa±%ph=:.apsoy;Ps¥i#:i¥t§ytatt°edcf:;:
story succeeded in gaining numerous believers.

The title sheet is an elaborate affair, which sets forth
the thesis the author hopes to sustain.

It was this claim that THE  DE.4BBORN Ih.bEbE.vl)E}'T

§£¥£i:ht;8fa:t:;hisblt:th:t=tinfait:bg=?tsj§nri::SE:t]eiip%urF{
:#h££tiestoas#:OYE::uB£::.finTalEiS.'WTehep:i;i:*
;ie:tfecalfl]8&Pttesaned=t£,et¥=ut#u#nyesc°esvewrw::t;::
terrogated.    the   contemporary   evidence    waLs   again
weighed, many forgotten records  halve  been  ransaLcked,
and  the  mute  gniesome relies  Of  the  crime  have  been
made to yield` their testimony.

It_is now possible to enable the candid reader to de-
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