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Potomc  Beach P.0.  at WilEinson'81,anding
W®stmoroland  Co.  Va
Deoemb®r  20,   1914

A----

Eon Flni8  I.  Bates
H®nphis
T®m

Dear Sir!

Ptirsuant  to  ny promise  to  you.  I  left Washington.  D.  a.  on  the
BteaqLer.  Wake field,   yesterday  mothlng,  Saturday,  I)eoember  19.  1914,   at  7  o'olock
A M.    I  arrived  here  at  8  o'clook P  H  last  night  and  I  am writing  this  in  one  of  the
upper  .rooms -of  the  Post  Office  Bldg  here.  ]sopt  by ur  I  a  Blackstone,  the  Postmaster.
I  have  seen  and  talked  with Mr  Ermett  J  Gouldman.  who  sits  near  mo  as  I  pen  these
lines:  also  with Harold Gouldman and Artmr  Gouldman.  deceased,  who  fomerly resided
at  Shell  Field  fan.  nearby.  and  on parts  of  wrich land  these  three  sons  of  Jesse
Gouldman  Still  live.     I  have  not  talked  with  the  last  two  sons  of  Jess®  Gouldnan
about  what  their  father  told me  because  they were  too  young  at  the  time,  1896.  when  I
had my  talk about  the  8ubjoct  matter of  this  visit  with  their  father and  Brandmothor.
Julia  Gouldmn,  to  roll)ember  anything  about  lt.

I  find from  td:king  with Ermett  J  Gouldzmn,   the  oldest  son  of  Jesse
Gotiaaman.  hero  and  now.  about  what  his  father  told  me  in  1896.  about  his  mother  keeping
the  hotel  at  Boling  Green.  Oaroline  Co,    Va.   in April  1865,  and  about  his  havi]]g  met
J®tt  and  two  other  nen,  one  of  them David E  Herold.         ,  on  one  horse.  and  Ho®rold and
the  other  man  both  on  the  other  ,  and. about  Jett  accoxpanying  him  to  hl8  mother's  hotel
at  Boling  Green.  and  about  his  being  captured  there  that  night.  and I  find  that ny
memory has  not  played  me  false,  as  I  felt  sure  it  rind  not,  aB  to  what  Jesse  Gouldman
and  his  mother,  Julia  Gouldman.   told  me  and  my wife.  St®11a  Bell.at  Sbell  Field  farm  ln
the  late  Bummer  or  early fall  of  1896,  as  to  tlro  capture  of Willie  J®tt while  in bed
with him at  his  mother's  hotel.  at  Boling  Green.  Va.  on  the  night  before  the  morning
of  April  26.  1865.  before  the  man  thought  to  have  been John Wllkes  Booth.  the  assassin
of  Abraham  Lincoln,  was  killed  at  GaITett's  Coin      .  Carolina  Co,  Va  .  and  I  propose
to  give  you  here  and  now,  thongh  I  wrote  the  Gouldman  interview  up  f or  the  paperf]
dometiae  aftorvards,  what  Jesse  Gouldman and  liis  mother.  Julia  Gouldman.  then  told me
and  ray wlf.,  and  I  will  say,   too.   that  Hr  Gouldrnan got  me  either  some  fool'8  cap  paper
or a  leaf  from an  old  ledger,  1  forget  now  ®rioh  it  was  and  t,Jrat  with a  lead pencil
I  wrote  dom  in  long  hand  and  ait  the  time  what  they  then  and  there  told me  and mrs  Bell.

I  am now CbiBf  of  the  Record  Division  of  the  Pension Bureau.  Washingto
I)  C  and  at  the  tlm®  spoken  of ,  I  was  I)epnty Comlssioner  of  Pensions,  was  also  a  Boldier
in  the  Federal  Any from  October 4,  1864  to  October    19,  1865,  as  a  private  in  Co  K529th
Indiana  Imf entry.

&tr  Joss®  Gouldman.  who  had  been  the  cavalry on  the  Confederate  side  of
the  struggle.  who  was  after  my  talk with him a  member  of  the  Virginia  Leglslatur®.  and
always  a  maLn  of  highest  honor,   1zLSogrity,  and  reputation,  as  well  as  a man  of  more  than
the  tiBual  amount  of  general  intelligence.  then and  there  told me.  his  old mother.
Julia  Gouldmn.  sittizig -by,  and  conf lrming  every word  her  some  told  ne  as  to  what  occurr
that  night  at  her  hotel  in Boling  Gre®n.  tnt  ho  lmew Tw'illle  J®tt  intimately.  personally
and                  .  and  that  at  the  time  indicated Jett  was  ]raying  some  attention  to  one  of  his
alsters.    H®  told  m®  that  ho  had  been  shot  through  the  body  by a  Yacke®  cavalr]pnan  and
was  at  home  at  ni3  mother'8  hotel  recoverizlg  from  his  wound at  the  time.    H®  told  ne  that
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on  the  aftomoon  before  Booth vas  kllleu  in Garrett's  rarm,  h®  had  ridden  out  oa
hor8oback,   three  or  four  miles  in  the  directiozL  of  Garrett'e  ban,  when he  met
Willie  Jett.  also  on  horseback.  and  coming  towards  Boling  Groan,  and  that with him
were  two  other  men.  botlf`on  one  horse.    ghat  when Jett  Cane  up,  he  Stopped  his  horse
in  the  road.  while  the  two  men on  the  single  horse  rode  on a  little way whoa they also
stopped:   that  Jett    than  said  to  him  f'Jesse,  do  you ]mow who  it  i8  on  that  horse  behind
nudy.pr Ruddy.  Ruggl®8(?}   (I  think  he  said  the  former.  anyway.  as  I  now  remember.   it  uns
a  nane  of  the  Bound  of  Rudy  or  Ruddy  or  Ruggles}  and  that  when  he  told  him  he  did  not.
J®tt  said 'qhat  is  IIeorold.  one  of  the.mea  that killed Lincoln''.    ghat  he  then asked
Jett  where  Booth was  and  that  Jett  r®pli®d  ttwe  nave  left  at  Garrett's  farm  or  at  Garrett's
that  he  then  Bald  to  Jett  '``J'Jroro  are  yo-Li  taking  Herold?U  and  that  Jett  replied  MW®  are     -
taking  him  dorm  to  your  motber'B  hos®l  to  hide  nilz].'`    €het  h®  then  said  to  Jett  I-My  God,
Jett.  you cant  do  that.  why  the  whole  Country  is  swaming  with Yack®e  cavalry  and  the
hotel  iB  the  first  place  they will  8oaroh,  if  they  come  to  Boling  Groan,  and  lf  they
f ind  Hoorold  th®r®,   tn®y will  bum  it  dowzi  and  hang  every  one  of  u8.t'    Jett  then  said  to  him
aplThat.   then  shall  I  do  with hinff®    H®  tole  m®  that  h®  Said  to  Jett  'qvhy,  you  tell  that
znam,oniREt  horse  to  turn  around  and  take  Heerold  back  to  Garrett'B  where  Booth  ls,land  you
come  along  home  with mo.  and  get  away  from  them.''    That  Jett  at  once  told  the    man  on
the  horse with Jett  to  do  this  and  that  h®  at  once  tumod his  liorse  around  in  the  road and
that  they at  once  started  ln  the  direction  of  the  Garrett  place.  and  h®  say  them no  more.
He  further  told me  that  Jett  did  this    and  t}rat  he  staid at  ni8  mother's  hotel  in Boling
that  night.  and  slept  in  the  same  bod with him  in a  room upstairs  that  night:  that  along
about  twelve  o'olock  that  night,  while  lying awake.  Jott  Sleeping  behind  him  ln  the  same
bed,  andthinklng  of  all  that  had  ocourrod,  art    apprehehs±v®  of  coming    events  .  and
suffering  from his  wound,  he  heard  the  ''ollck  of a  saber  as  though  it  had struck a  6.par.,
that  b®iz]g  in  the  cavalry.  he  ]mew  only  too  well.  what  that  sound  meant.   that  h®  slipped
out  of  bed  and  going  to  the  window.  peeked  out.  and    that  the  shadREwy  f orms  of  Yaldseo
Soldiers  quietly  surrounding  the  Jiouse;   that  going  back  to  the  bed.  he  touched  Jett  and
said  to  him  "Jett,  the  ¥ahkees  are  her.a.'.   "Ho.  de  you lmow?''.  no  wmgpgr.d back.    '"hy.
I.have  seen  them."  he  replied.    ghat  ho  end Jott  lay  still  and pretend.d  to  be  asl®pp
and  that  for  Several  minutes  dead  Bilenoe  prevailed.  and  then  tber.  cane  a    ]mock  on  th.
door  of  the  roozB below where  nls  mother  was  8leeplng.  and  his  mother  asked  'Who  ie  there?"
ghat  a  voice  replied  t`Qpen  the  door,'-      my.`ho  is  there,. and what  do  you want?'`  his  mother
Bald.    "Open  the  door,  or  wo  will  break  it  don",   the  voice  replied.    Hr  Gould]Dan  told  ZZB
that  his  mother  then got  up  and  lLght®a a  laxp,  with  it  in her  hand,  and  in her  ni.ght
clothi.I)g,  went  to  the  cLoor  and  unfastened  it.  wh®n 6h.  `'v-as  at  once  covered 'wlth  a  revolver
aha  the  soldler8  crowded. into  the  room.     MV7'her®  is  your  son?"  the  voice  asked.   'He  is  ixp
stairs  ln bed"  his  mother  re|]lied.    !xpake  us  to  bin"  ihe  voice  i,aid.    Mr  Gouldman  said  that
the  soldiers  then  cane  up  the  BtalrB,  his  nrotner,  lamp  in hand,  leading  the  way,  and  that
when  they  came  into  the  room.  he  said  to  them '"hat  i6  up?    What  do  you want?"  and  started

gee  up,  whoa  the  officer  dald  'Thi®  down,  we  don't  want  you.    Jett,  we  want  you,  get  out
*IEm  th8r®.n    ghat  Jett  got  up  and put  on  his  clothing,  after which  they  took  him

VA  8talrB.  and  on  threats  of  drediat.  coxp®11ed  Aim  to  tell  where  Booth was,  and  that
•  soldiers  all  left  in  the  direction  of  Garrott'8.  taking Jott  with  them.    Ho  8aid nothing
in.  about  there  being  any  other men  in the  motel  that  nigjit  or  the  day before  exo®pt
and Yi.111Le  Jett  and  it  is  the  understanding  of  Ermett  ¢±Gouldrmzi,  who  tolls  in.  there

were  none  other,  a8  he  got  it  from his  father,  Jesse  Gouldmap  in his  llfetiae.
Josso  Gouldran also  told me  that  ]|Le  fully expected  for wecks  after  that  night  to  b®
arrested and  taken  to Washiz]gton as  Jot  had been but  that  Jett  mover  tietrayed his  presence
with  him  the  d`ay b®for®  h®  was  taken  out  of  the    hotel.   or  of  his  mooting  him  and  Herold
az]d  the  other  men  on  the  road,  and  that  he  was  never  dlseurb®d,  or  nis  nano  oonnect®d  ln
any way with  the  mtter.    Ho  also  told m®  that  h®  lmow    (?)   it  a  oertain±y from  four.
o'clock  dn  the  afternoon  of  April  25.  1865  until  the  next morning vv'hon Booth was  killed
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ai  he  thought  at  Garrett'8  house,  dust  whore  Booth was,  and  that  he  could  easily himself
8®cured  the  capture  of  Booth  and  obtained  the  hundred  thousand  dollars  reverd,  but  that
feeling about  the  mtter  as  ho  then    said,  h® would  not  for  one  mllllon  dollars  bavo
botray®d  the  hiding place  of  John Wilk®8  Booth.    Ho  also  told mo  that  the  fact  that  Jett
told where  Booth was.  and accoxpanied  the  soldler8  to  where  he  was.  ruined  Jett,  and
caused  him  to  b®    framed. upon and  8hurmed  by his. `peopl®,  and  that  this  broke  his  heart
aff®ctod  hl8  mind,   thl8,  as  he  belL®vod was  the  cause  of  iii8  death  but  h®  told n®  he
never  blamed  Jett  for  he would  have  b®en klll®d  then  and  tJere  if  he  had  not  told  them
where  Booth   was.

I willLtaay  in  conclusion  that  while  coming  dam  on  the  boat  yesterday
noon,  H W  Klntz,   the  stewart  of  the  boat,  and who  resido8  at  226Lr--  6th St  SE.  Washington
I)  C   told ne  that  Jes8o  Gouldman  had  once  told  him  and  one  Efajor  Burnsld.  and Ath®n
Ardsat,  just what  ho  had  told me.

Very  truly  xpurs

Henry  a   8®11



Mr  Emmett  Gouldman'e  Statolnent  is  as  follow8§--

I  have  just  heard  the  &bov6  statement  read  by Mr  Henry C  Bell  and
as  I  remember,   that  ie  substantially what  I  Jrave  of ten  heard  zBy father,  J®s8o
Gouldman,  and my grananotter.  Julia  Gouldman,  who  kept  the  hotel  at  Boling Green,
Va.  say about  the  arrest  of  Jett  and  the neeting  of  my father with J®tt  and Herald,
and  the  other  nazL,  .3icept  that  I  do  not  r.nenber  that  lnyf Other  ever  gave  the  nan.
of  the  man  on  the  horse  with Herold.    qhe  nana  of  ny-father's  sister,  and ny aunt,
uhom  Jett  was   then  courting,  was  lzora  Goulaman,  zLow 14r6  J  M Stainback,   living  and
rosidlng at  Cnara.ston,  W  Va.     I  also  have  another  livi.ng  aunt,  Columbia  Gouldman.
now Mrs  D  8  g.group    living  at  1340  N  Fulton five,  Baltimore,  Md.

~

(Slgped)         Einmett  J  Gouldman

Doc  20.   1914

I  heard  Gfr  H C  Bell  read  the  foregoing  statements,  Mr  Gouldmn
acqulesood  ln  salvo,  and  8lgned  his  aazn®  to  the  above.

qitian W  J  White

roe  20  ,  i9i4 Patent=Iiayarer      Washington    D  C


