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HCi\V   IjlNCOLN   I.ffj'T    DEATH

The  identical  flag  lo`,:rered  at  Fort  Suiiter  on  April  14,   f our  years

before,   `,iras  raised  aLt  the   hour  of  noon  over  the  battered  f ord  by  General  Robert

Anderson,   who  had  been  in  comT.land  1.Then  it  was   hauled  down.      (1)     The   cycle   had

been  completed,'  the  Civil  War  wa.s   over+the  Horth  victorious.     The  week  had

been  one   of  continuous  celebration.

u',L,"The  illumin3.tion  epidemic  broke  f,orth  again  tonigh said   aL  i.Vash-

ington  dS'spfaieh  of  the  thirteent±h   "Every  street   from  Georgetoi.7rnv to  |`]avy*¥ar.a,

and  a  majority  of  the  houses  in  all  the  streets  were  brilliant  v,rith  patriotic

fires.     The  like  was  never  seen  bef ore  in  the  National  Capitol.     The  words  J`

"Union`|,      "Victory`b  "Granttftt€,,,    "She`ridap,iv';   .'Shermani;UHhoras':'b   "Ferry'\9,I

"Farra.gut",   and   "Porter"  \ifere  blazed   from  a  thousand  dwellings,   while  rousic,

steani-whistles,   cheers  and  speeches  intensified  the  all-prevalent  deliriulf|.,  (2)

On  the  next   evening  among   other.  celebrators  there  \7as  a  procession

of   soriie   1500  '.Y¥shington  arsenal   opera.Lives   out  \'rith  "music  tr9Lnsparhacies,rock

etc,.     They  paid  their  r`espects  to  the  President,   General  Grant  and  Secretar]|+4'

Standon  and  '.,Jell

•fty# tTJ  trf ± tr=ic{:r
afternoon^T|±£LN|g±±g}±a_I  R`e;£jqbL±±£j±±i  carried  the   statenent  tpat

"Lieut.-General  Grant,   Presiderit  Lincoln  and  ladies,   \'rill  occupy  the   State  Pjox

at   Ford's  Thea+a$7`  tonight,   to  `r7itness  I.':iss  Laur&  Heene's/ompany  in  Tom  Taylor's

"our  Ai.ierica.n  Cousiufli`7

Hov7  f itting  it  was  that  the  promise   of  peace  wa.s  to  be   celebrated

together.  that  night  by  the  two  greatest  heroes   of  the  war.     The  nervous  tension

of  the  past   four  years  and  the  \`7orry  of   it  all  was  to  be  ±'orgotten  in  the

hilarious  atmosphere   of  a  popular  coriiedy.

The   feeling  of  the  North  cannot  be  better.  expressed  than  in  art

editorial,   "The   Darn  of  Peac4}  which  appea.red  in  ¢he  I{e`./  York P±±±y  T:=±±±±}±q

on  this  never..to`be   forgotten  four`u.uccnth  of  I.i|_`ril.

"The  path  of  Peace   opens  pleasantly  before  us.     There  may  be  thorns  in

the  way  as  we  advance,   obstacles  to  be  removed,   pitfalls  and  snares  to  be  a±v.oided`



on  this   never..to`be   forgotten   fourtec'iith  of   i.i.-L`_`ril.

i--..-`-i.:
''The  path  of  Peace  opens  pleasantly  before  us.     There  ray  be  thorns  in

the  way  as  we  advance,   obstacles  to  be  removed,   pitfalls  and  snar`es  to  be  avoided,

but  we  look  baclc  to  the  dread  road  we  have  traveled  f or  f our  long  and  weary  and

painful  years,   and  the  road  before  us   sniiles   or`.1y  `r/ith  summer.  sunshine.

-------------
"It  is  a  moment   only  for  rejoicing.     The  hours  of  despondency-how

nrany  we  have  passed  through!-the  fears  that  couragej   or  strength,   or  resources

in.ight  fail  us,   Pave  passed  away.     The  good   fight  has  been  fought;  the  Right  has

triumphed.    -\7e  are  a  Nation,   no  longer  divided  against  itself ,   but  one,   indivi-

sible,   united,   FREE.

"The  war  is  over.     The  house  is  to  be  set  in  order,   but  the  cause  of

disorder  exists  no  longer.     `'.I/ithin  the  week  the  President  has  issued  two  Pro-

clamations  giving  notice  to  the  vjorld  that  we  are  not  noi,v  a  distracted  household,

that  the  nations  are  to  conduct  themselves  accordingly,   and  cannot  again  be

permitted  to  take  adv8.ntage  of  our  disturbed  condition...„     The  dispensation  is

over,   the  new  era  begun:     The  throes,  the  pains,   the  tol`tures  of  birth  are

fj.ri.ished.     A  new  world  is   born,   and  the   Sun  of  Pe&ce  r`ises  in  splendor.  to  send

abroad  over  the  laLnd  its  rays  of  warmth  and  light:     Never  befc)re  had  nation  so

much  cause  f or  devout  Thanksgiving;   never  befol.e  had  a  people   8o  much  reason  for

unrestrained  congratulation  and  the  very  extrav&gance  of  joy."
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Into  this  pictu.re   steps  tl`ie  &ssassin~

The   story  of  i,he  assassination  of  Abl`ahan  Lincoln  is  nlost   clearly  and

graph-ically  told  in  the  testirliony  given  under   oa,th  ELt  Li,he  trial   o±`  tile   conspira.t-

ors   held  in  i,t,''ashin3ton,   i-ay  1  to   June   30,   1865,   the  tria.1   of   John  A.   Surratt,

June   10  to  August   10,   1867,   the   iliipeachmcnt   investigation  of  Andrew   Joh.yison  by

the  liouse   of  Representatives  in  1867  and  tile  current  newspaper  files  of  the

period.     It  is  mostly  from  these   sources  th8.t  we  dra.\v  the   events   of  that  tragic

i ime ®

A:  far  as  can  be  &scertained  from  the  testimony8   the  first  definite

resolve  by   John  TiTilk.es  Booth  to  assassinate  Abraham  Liricoln  was  made   on  Tuesday

nil+,ht,   Apri-1  119   four  days   bef or.e  the   fat&l  Good  Friday®      (4)   Booth  had  arrived

in  +,'\/ashington  frolii.  }`tei..i.7  York,    Saturday,   April  89    (5)   and   on  .Tuesday   evening,

accompanied  by  Lewis  Payne,   one   of  the  abduction  plotters,   he  listened  to  Pres-

idend   Lincoln's   speech  crr,iven  from  one   of  the  '`L.yhite   House  \'inda;::;,+faLa;:iro-lvd

a.ssembled   ctn  the   lawn.     According  to  Payne's   statement  mEideTE€ef ore  his  execution,

Booth  becai]ie  enraged  i.r.r2^ien  the  President   intiniated  that   he   favored  the   elective

:::::h:1:I::::s::`:n:lot:I:1::i::1:::nTtrL:::`#ffiife¥€ai::,{:;#B+#¥::a#:w::Lidtate
#€,~T

|n  a  frenzy  of  rELge,^r.ermrked:   "That  is  the   last   speech

#6
.6,twee

no   such  risk";

he  1,Till  ever  malt kes ,Booth,no-`.7  had  worked  himself   into  the   belief  that
Lr4 tact+

he  was  destined  to^rid  the  world  of  a  tyrant.     This  a.nd  his  morbid  desire   for

im:jt.ortality  had   convinced  him  that   iri  the   futul`e   his   deed  -'+.I.`.ould  be  admired  as  a

glorious  a.ct   of  heroismo     Such  a.  singular  contrast  in  motives  T7a,s  beyond  the

concei?lion  of  the  bewildered  government   officials  upon  1,i.rhom  the  burden   of   investi+

gation  fell  a.fter  Luhe   rash  deed  had  been  consun}ated.      Iiad  it  been  otherwise,

succeeding   events  v,'ould  have   i ollo\.led  a  I.riuch   saner.  cour.se.

Let  us   from  her#   account  chrc)nologically  for  the  principal`charactel.s

taking  part  in  the  tragedy:

D&vid  Herold9   the   conspirator  captured  T,'.rith  Booth,   according  to  +uhe

+'.;/ashingtcn  3±g3;  of  April   22,   1865,   was   "talkin.r,  to  friends   in  front   of  the   ]r.et_ro-
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Thatsenr.e`„fednesdayafternoon,GeorgeAtzerod"hefap¥*gct:~
politan  Hotel   on  `.`i'edriesda.y   (April  12)¢y

to   kill  Vice-President   JohTLison,   ascertained  the   location   o±.1:r.   Joh`!.Lson's   room  at

and be fore e ight¢#`oTt#+i;Lot;#n#L-,  tfaengdr±edng±a„the   Kirkwood   liouse
LALrf~Q

nd re'8ist
izHEE`

had  been  assigned  a  room  aEij=e,    just  above  the  V•1ice-President'Sx
fro

ad  i``j.i   u.p  pearietia±gr  at  the   Penii.sylvaniaL  :louse  1,..rhencver^in  -`,I,J+ashington.

After  firing  the   fatal  shot,   Booth  e,xclaj.r!ied   (8)   "sic   set.^,i]er  tyrannus!¢\J

0n  Thur.sday  morning,   the  day  bef ore  the  assassination,   he  asked  a.mother  guest  at  the

Na.tional   Hotel  `..r/hether   "tyrannus"  was   spelled  `.-.'ith  tvro   n's   or  t\r\/o  f's.   (9),

The  testimony  of  a.D.   ness,   given  `at  the   conspiraLcy  trial,covers  all  the

known  activities   of   Booth  on  Thur.sday  afternoon®

(7)

Ill  an  nranager  of  Grover's  Theatife/and  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing

John  Ti``/ilEes  Booth  very  frequently.     On  the  dgLy  before  the  assassination  he  cane

into  the  of fice  during  the  afternoon,   interrupting  me  and  the  prompter  of  the

theatft/in  reading  a  manuscript.     He  seated  himself  in  a  chair,  and  entered  into

a  conversation  on  the  general  illumination  of  the  city  that  night.     He  asked  me  if

I  intended  to  illuminate.     I  said  yes,   I  should,  to  a  certain  extent;  but  that  the

next  night  would  be  my  great  night  of  illumina.tion,  that  being  the  cele'or.8.tion  of

the  fail  of  5unter.     He  then  asked,   'Do  you  intend  to'   or   'Are  you  going  to  invite

the  President?'    }dy  reply,   I  think,  was,   'Yes;  that  reminds  me  I  must  send  that

invitation. '     I  had  in  my  mind  f or  several  days  to  invite  the  Presideritial  pa.rty

that  night,   the  fourteenth.     I  sent  my  invitation  to  l`it:rs.   Lincoln.     hiy  notes  `r`7ere
/a

usually  nddress8d  to  her.,   as  the  best  means  of  a.ccomplishing  the  object."     (il)

Booth's  last   letter  to  his  r!iother  bore  the  'i,-/ashington,   D.C„   post   office

staunp,   dated  April   14  and  was   headed,   "April   14,   2  a.I:1."   (11)

On  the  morning   of  ¥'riday  the   fourteenth,   abou+u  G)o'clock,   Booth  had  a

::L]:o:::sa:h:a#b::s:i}::e:e`a:i:r::::::n::e:#:ot,(1::)ac:io::apr#¥i€:fu:rned



to  the  theafllg''
`-.,,

from  my  breakfast  about  half -past @ o'elock  that  day,   when  my

brother,   Janes  R.   Ford,   told  me  that  the  President  had  engaged  a  box  f or  that

night.     Joha  -`,Tj-ilkes   Booth  was  a.t  the  theat,dyabout  half  an  hour  afterv.lard,     I  do

not  know  that  the  fact  of  the  President's  going  to  the  thea='`i-g: that  night  was

communicated  to  Booth,   but  I  think  it  is  very  likely  he  found  it  out  while  ther.e.

I  saw  him  going  dour  the  street  while  I  in/as  standing  .in  the  door  of  the  thea

as  he  cane  up  he  counenced  talking  to  the  pa.rties  standing  around.     L'm.   Raybold

li±e_n__W±=±±Ln|LL±±±_±±S±±ftia±d  bL=±ught  _P_±p  out  a  letter  that  wag  there  for  him.

He   sa.t  do\'/n  on  the  steps  and  colrmenced  reading  it.     This  was  about  12  o'clock.   He

stayed  there  perhaps  half  an  hour.     I  went  into  the  office,   a.nd  when  I  came  out

again  he  was  gone .,..

"There  were  several  around  Booth,   talking  to  him.  hr.  Gifford  v/as  there;

}th.  Evans,   an  actor.,   arid  ]v'Ir.  Grillet,   I  remember.,   were  there  at  the  time.

"The  President's  visit  to  the  theaW that  evening  could  not  helve  been

kno``-in  untilf£S o'clock,   unless  it  was  rna.de  knoun  by  some  one  fron  the  Executive
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ime  during  the   afternoon  Booth  bol`ed  a  hole   in  the   door  of  the

;d,bye,iu

Presidential  box  and

circle  to  the  box.

---- _-_

..+

.t3S--a

red  a  bar  for  the  passagevray  door  leading  from  the  dress

LLealg  I.  -„reichrnann,   a  boarder  at  the  city  hoTme  of  }i,:ary  Surratt,     testified

that  he   had  hired  a  buggy  at   Howard's  Livery  Stable  a.bout   2:30   on  April  14.  and  drove

}`,.rs.   Surratt  to  5urrattville   (ten  miles  distance),arriving  there  about  4:30.    ~=u:f    f¢

be for.e   loqvi}1:  the   cit-l/   he   sac,r  Pjoo.bit   in  the   -±iarlor  -`.i-tl`.  ;:irsj   Supr.J.`u-i.    (17)

•rtyk-`'

iiiiii=

About  fiv®  o'clock Hrs  S`irr&tt znet  John liloyd.   the  tomntin;:i

&t  her  tavern.    She  gave  him a  palr  of  field  glasses  and  told him  to  have  those

and  the  +'shootlng
17'/L

:±
irons ,n  which  had  been  left  there  sevt3ral  w®®`tsuroae.  raaa:::iFL`

that  night.`(C.I.  p  85-86  and  p  113)                                                                         ;,   Anna    ~i

G,i;

.EiEi-iiE
E].   Surratt,   in  defense   o±`  her  mother,   testiJ.`ied  that   John  i,rilkes  Booth  `'.qs  at  their

\b7ashi-ngton4ouse,   Friday  the  four.teenth,.   a-if that   her  mother  waLs  preparing  to  go  to

SurraLttville  and  that  the  car.ria.ge  was  at  the  door;  that  Booth  only  stayed  a  .very

£FIN rrimJiteF3.  (I;f i).                                                                            4f a:I t` ;I :.|  vi[cklQ  pk.--A`

Jar!ies  W.   Punphry,   `.'V.ashington  livery  stable  keep}B|:-     ''1  was  acquainted

with  J.   "'ilkes  Booth.     He  came  to  my  stable  about€2}o'ciock  of  the  fourteenth  of

April® and  engaged  a  saddle-horse,   which  he   said  he  wanted  about )or   haLlf-past

that  dayj     He  had  been  in  the  habit  of  riding  a  sorrel  hol.se,   and  he  cat.ie  to  get  it,

but  that  horse  was  engaged,   and  he  had  in  its  place  a  sl.'nll  bay  inare,   a.bout  f ourteeii

orfourtee:h::saJ:a::y::::;:::;in|e|:::y:;v::::::I:,hifefusf#j|¥:`.#==T|

(21)  who   lived  back  of  the  tl'ieatife/   Jaries  P.   Ferguson,   (22)   keeper  of  a  restaurant'Y

and  others  testified  that  they  saw  Booth  aife±i;±ea±pe  thatadjoining  the  th©a.t ^eJ
aiterrLoon.       be o^ctwc

+i.|bout  pr  that  morning  Booth  was  notice`d  in  the   office   of  the  Na.tional

-riotel,   where  he  lived,   but  nothing  rer.rarkable  was  visi`ole   in  his  appearerice,   except

that  it  was  thought  that  he  looked  unusually  pale.

Atabout@p,in.£e:ga::fu¥a£:¥.a?£.e<?€C£,..±.:.7thde,h<:te:f{,~:zf<:`:/C46,;,rang

clerk/inquir.ed   of   Henry  I`Lierrick,   a

absence.    On  being  ansv/ered  in  the  negative#=:i:;;?

PZA,I

whether  a  letter  had  been  left  f ol-  him  in  his
cttjLquic: Li 75 ykin<~fc

greatly  disappointed,   and

'`rJith  a  nervous  air  called  for  a  sheet   of  paper  and  aLn  envelope.     lie  had  written

but  a  few  words  when  he   said,   "l=errick,   is  this  the  year  1864  or   '65?"     "You  are

_/

i

;..`::;:;i
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sul.ely  joking,   Johrty'  replied  l\ierrickf  "¥ou  certEiinly  know  what  year  it  isF

m1= incerely  I  do  not,"   he  rejoined,   aiid   on  bein.g  told,   resumed  writing.     It  was  then,

according  to  the  clerk,that  he  noticed  something  troubled  and  agitated  in  Booth's

appearance,   which  was  entirely  at  v&r.iarice  with  his  usual  quiet  deport*eiit.     Sealing

his  letter,   he  placed  it  in  his  pocket  and  again  left  the  hotel.     He  reappeared

about  6:30`ap¥ook  tea,   after  which  he  left  his  room  key  at  thc   office  and  went  outut„

Thus,   we  quite   definii;ely  account   i or  the  movements   of  the  a.ssassin  up  to

the  evening  of  the  assassination.

On  that  Friday  afternoon,   after  learning  that  the  President  and  }c=rs.   Lincoln,

accompa.nied  by  General   and  i._rs.   Grant,   would  attend  the  perf ornance   of   "Our  America.rl

Cousind`   at   Ford's   TheaiA9/thLt   night,   Booth  had  gone  to  Grover.'s  TheatAj|  (24)   where   he

wrote  a  letter  intended  for  the  €j±±±pj±aLIndellia:ei'icer.,   a  local  i.tashinaton  paper.     This

was  to  give  his   justification  for  the  assassination.     He  was  on  his  tray  about   four

o'clock  to  post   this   i``Then   on  P,ermsylvania  ^'+venue;6   he   ziet   John  lfatthe,'.rs,   tile   actor  \r7ho

had  become   so  greatly  fr.ightened  when  invited  by  Booth  to   come   in  on  the  abduction

plots.   (25)   l\fatthews  was  playing  that  night   at  Ford's  TheELfl9(a     Booth,   who  was   on

horseback,    stopped,   shook  hands  i.vfith  him  and  passed  the   corjpliments   of  t}ie   day-Then

some   of  the   captured   officers   of  General  Lee's  aruy  cane   dot-in  the  avenue  and  iiitthews

said  to  Booth:   "Johrmy,   have  you   seen  Lee's   officers   just   brongiit   inl"     Booth  replied9

"Yes,   Johrmy,   I   have,"   a.rid  i   la.ced  his   hand  upon  his   forehead  and  exclaimed   'GreaLt

God,   I   have  no   longer  a  C;ountryffty i.ratthews,   observing  tlrat   he  I-,as  pale,   nervous  and

aLgitated,   re}-Ira.rked,    "John,   how  nervous   you  aLre:   whE+t   is  the   EiatterT'!      "Oh,   r`.o,    it   is

nothing,"   answered  Booth,  Shen  he   sa.id  to  I-,atthews,  "Johnny,   I  liave  ca  li-Ltle   favor  to

aLsk   of   you;   will   you  grant   it?"     Receiving  an  affir.ri`iative  rei?ly,   he   continued9   "Perhaps

I  r]ray  leave  tour  tonight  and  I  have  a  letter  i?ere  i-.rhich  I  desire  to  be  published  in

E4g  National  Jj±:t_e_1L|lig±.    Please  ai,teild  to  ii;  .tor  me,   unless  I  see  you  before  ten

o'clock  torti.orroi`7®     In  thcqt   case,   I  will  see  to  it  nyself ."     (Z6)

At   that  moi-;lent  ;\,:a.tthe\tirs   observed  General   Grand   riding  `by  in  a.n   open  carria.ge

wi+h  his  baggage  and  called  3ooth's  attention  to  this  \'.rith,   "tt7Jhy,   Johany8   tliere  goes

Gr.ant.      I  thought   he  \'ras   coming  to  tl..e  theatQj)  this  evening  \`j+th  the   Pr.esident.`'     "W}iere?"
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Boot#th#L;¢ti=t::e`Lr,sg±+'t}i.athepoi.qtedtothecarri8.geandthatthen

Booth  galloped  do\'/n  the  avenue  after  it.

i`,Latthews  was   so  terrified  by  the   events   of  that  nighJ-u  thL].i   res.ding  the

letter  in  the  early  morning  hours  after  the  a.ssassinatior?.  and  f indir?.g  tha+u   it  was

a  statement  of  Booth's  I.iurderous  plans,   he  de'jtroyed  it,   but  ltlter,±rr±  to

cle{ir  up  the  i`iatter  f or  the  editors   of  TL±g_Naii__oj±;al  I_nLe±±igenQLer,   he  tef>tifi.ed  as
/

to  the  circumstances   of  its  destruction.     It   ended,   according  to  l\`:atth©ws,   with  the

stall,ement  that   ''The  mo}iient   has  at   length  arrived  T/hen  I.,A,y  plans  must   be   changed.

The  world  may  censure  nie   for  what   I  am  about  to  do;   but   I  am  sure  that  poster.ity

will   justify  me.     Jig.ned,`::en  who  love  their  couritry  better  than  gold  or  life.

John  '`^/ilkes   Booth-Payric-,.Ltzerodt  aLnd   :ierolcl,."'

Jesse   R.   Grant,   a  son  of  General  G-rand
AL+ife!e¥IHiTi`eTiarriage  \`jith  his

parents.    G£` s~a'jrs,`l   (28)   ''1   reiiiei.ibcr  cle.`Lrlvj[;itf:e  drive   dot.tii  Pennsylvania  _ivenue

to  the  depot,   tl^ie   iron-tired  \'.rheels   of  our  carria.ge  rattling  and  bumping   over  the

cobblestones.     It  v.rag  in  the  early  evening,   but  the/veni.1.e  \'/as  deserted  ai'id  quiet

as  midnight.

"`wfe  ``/ere   ne:Tring   .b}.ie   railway   station  `.;/hen  a.  ni.an   on  horseback   over.took

us,   dre`.I/  alongside,   aLnd,    1eani:'ig   dot,'.Jn,   peered   into   our.   carr.iage.      Theri   he  1...'heeled

his   horse  and  rode   furiously  ar/a.y."   (29)                                                                              `

Althou:-3h  the  afternoon  papers   had   carrie;d  the   aLnnouncenent  tiiil.i  Gciieral

and  i.rs.   Grant  \t',rould  attend  the  play  at  Ford's  Tii_eafog)th&t  evening  with  the  Pres-

ident  and  I.':rs.   Lincoln,   the  GraLnts  had  I`inally  decided  to  decline  the  invitation.

arfiiv *GeJnfr'al  Grarx+  ±n  h±
ir_sJei±Their  I.easons  f or  this  apparently

hasty  act`i;`*    ".\Yhile  in    ashingtonq} "rfuH.the  General,   "I  was

in  preparing  the  necessary  orders   for  the  net-,'  state   of  affairs

y  busy   for  a  time

runt,micatin3  `.r/ith

my  dif ferent   commanders   of   separate  departr!ients,   bodies   of  troops,   and   so   one     But

by the © h  I  `L-/as  pretty  well  through  this  `.'.rork,   so  as  to  be  a`ole  to  visi+u  my

children,   T..ho  wore   then  in  P]urlington,   New   Jersey,   attendiri_g   school.     i.:rs.   Grant

was  with  me   in  i.`ira.shington  a.t  the   time,   and  `7e  i,-/ere   invited  -oy  President   and  i..I`s.
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-,,.v.Ion  the  evening  of  tha.t  day.     I  replied

to  the  President's  vet.hal  invita.tion  to  the  effect  that   if  we  i..7ere  in  the   city  we

would  take  great  pleasure  in  accol:ipanyiiig  the]r.;   but  that   I  was  very  anxious  to

get  a.way  and  visit  my  children,   and   if   I  could  get  through  my  \'.rork  during  the   day

I  should  do   so.     I  dicl  get  through  and  started  by  the  evening  tra,in  on  the

sending  }`vir.   Lincoln  -\-.rord,    of   course,   that   I  would  not   be  at   the  the

®
aqkyf(3o,

Fortunate  indeed  it  was   for  the  Grants  that  they  left  to\r7n,for  r3ooth  had

declared  to  Payne  that  he   "wanted  no  botching  with  the  President  and  General  Grant."

(31)                                                                                     ,} £Lj&uLul fuel  7'th. +ifu`r

Farrlsand}¥;#:::::,i#T£;#:-:{L¥t¥dp¢::?:f`::£:;?¥e]#A;#sL*e#
son,   who   ha.d  returned   froin  the   front  that   day,   m`',re  T.rant   you  to  go  to  the  theatt3)

T7ith  us,son."     "I'm  too  tired,"   answered  .the  boy,   "1'11   ju.:i   finish  this   cigar  a.nd

tr%n¥:#L#::#i¥g:£¥n¥:icbf####%±fk~e¥3cti:Zy:L:e?fo4i£¥;{¥.:d:``;?=:£rtydr

George  A®   Ashmun,of  ii.assachusetts,   who  had  presided  in  1860   over  the   convention  in

Chicago  \irhi=h  nominated  I,ir.   Lincoln  for  president,   called  at  tile  `ivhite   House.     .!^ifter
i=

giving  1`,I:r.   Asinmun  a  ceird  admitting   him  the   next  morning,1`.:r.   Lincol.n  said   "Yciu  are

going  \`.i-ith  I.?rs.   Iiincoln  and  me  to  the  theatflg)  this   everiing,   I   hope."       But  lL[ro   Colfax

replied  that  he  had  other  engagements  which  he  could  not  break.        ( Tribune

April   17,    1865)      '`'i'hile   the   President   v.ras   occupied   in   conversaLtion  \L'iti    }`.:`r.   Ccllf;=,i.:'=,

Fr.s.  Lincoln  entered  the  library  anc'/g~:i:'in  j6s:i  and  half  in  ea.rnest`  "}±.   Lilicoln,

to  i.he  thea"\'v-ith  me  to.night  or  not?"    I`.:r.   Lincoln,turnip.i  to  I:r,

"I   suppose   I   r4oust   go."   (33)

(u{L

are  yfjlt  |oln8

coi fax,ngff
During  the  afternoon  Boo+uh^called  at  the   Kirk\7ood  House  and  left  his

cal.d   f or   Colonel  't.f`.'illiai{i  Bro\r/niri.g,   secretgLry  to  Vice-Presidert.t   Johason,   \-.ritrf  a

notation,   "Oon't  '..I,'ish  to   disturb  you.     Are   you  at   home?     John  '.-,rilkes   Booth."     Booth

had   know/n  Browning   in  Nashville,   Tennessee.      Colonel  Bro\,-ning  fen.firked  'i-,Then  ha,nded

I    the   card  by  the   clerk:     "It   is   from  P,ooth.     Is   he  playing   her.e?"          Siri+ce  the  Vice-
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President  was  an  intended  victim,   Bootl`i  i.'.ritl-lout   doubt  was  attempting  to.lea.rn  who.t

his   plans   might   be   for  t._e   evening.      (34-)

G.A.   Bunker,   a  room  clerk  at  tzl.e   National  Hotel,   testified,   "I   last   sa\'g-

John  \,i'ilkes   Booth  about
:̀`-?.```` o'clock   of  t'rie   evening   of   the   assassiri{:Lt-iori„    (35)   when

he  i)assed   out   of  the   hoJ.uel   for.  the   last  time.      He   spoke  to  me  as   he  \r.rend   off®"

George  Atzerodt  made   the   follovring   st±tteEient  before  his   execution:   (36)

"On  the   evening   of  the
==-I+-

h  of  April,   I  met   Booth  and  Payne  ai;   the   Zierndon  House  in

this  city  at©o'clock.     He   (Booth)   said  he  himself  should  murder  ]T.   Lincoln  and

General  Grant,   Payne   shoLi.1d  take   }`:r.   Seward,   and  I   should  take  I\:r®   Johnson.      I  told

him  I  would  not   do  it;   that  I  had  gone  int.o  the  thing  to  capture,   lout  I  `.r,'as  not

goiri.a  to   kill.     He  told  me  I  was  a  fools  tha.t   I  i.¥rould  be   hung  anyhow,   and  theLt   it

bras   death   for   every  1-{'ran  that  bacl:ed  out;   and   so  we  parted.     I  \.;andered  about  the

Streets  until  about  t\To  o'clock  in  t:rie  morning,   a.fld  then  \r7ent  to  the  Kirmell  House,

and   frolri  there  paw,ned  my  pistol  at  Georgeto\-in  and  wend   to  my  cousin's   house   in  i, ont-

goLriery  County,   v,'her.e   I  was  arre$3ted  the   nineteenth  follo'i,'.riri.g."

Payne,   i,```Jhen  asked  by  his   counsel  as   to  the   ]mture   of  the   conspiracy,

replied:"It  was  a.  plan  to   carry   off  Lincoln  and  give   him  up  to  the   ConfederL-iLbe{j,   but

when  that   failed,   Booth  whc>  v.fas  the   only  one   in  earnest;   proposed  to  kill  Lincoln  and

all  tlie   Cabinet.     .r`L11  the  rest   baclced   out  and   scattered  like   a  lot   of  beggars.     '`.'T/e

never  hea.rd  of   Surratt,   of  Arnold,   or  any  of  them  again®     I  told  Booth  that  I  i.,iould

go   in  v,7it}.  him,   and   he  preferred  to   kill  Lincoln,   i`,I.rhile   I  1,j-a.s   set   upon  Seward.     I

deserve  to   be   killed,   and   so   does   Booth®     The   rest  \-.rere   \`/ol.rien  and  babies."      (37)

It  \'/as  a  gala  performance  &t  Ford's  Theat®t.at  night®     The  play, "Our

AI.iericari  Cousin;'  va.a   of  the  type   suitable  to  relieve  the  tension  of  the  past  week.

Abc)ut   8:30   that   evenin`'3`,   I.injor   Henry  R.   Rathloone   and  I\`:iss   ELrris   joined

the  President  and  1`t[rs.   Lincoln  at  the   `.-hite   House  and  '. ent  Ju-o  F`ord's  Theatfty\-,'ith

ther.n„   in  their  carriage.     The  President  and  his  guests  were  received  i.'/ith  great

furore   on  endcrin6  the  tliea

"TFRIr++ofihenouieftyanh

-I::iJ the  actors  stopped  playing,   the  band  struck  up

the  a.uciience   rose  and  receiv edfai.vith  vociferous  cheering.
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The  par.+uy  proceeded  along  i#  the  rear   oi`  .i-,he   dress   circle  and   entered  the  box  tha.t

had  been  set  apa,rt  for.  their  rece`ptioii. *7+¢.`,'o  a-#h:-'lt;;/g'egr¥t`afg:S-bo:{es  o±'  the  second'ul-`
tier  on  the  right-hand  side   of  the   house,   faciri.g  the  sta.ge,^had  been  thl.o\`rn  into

one,   and  decora.ted  '. ith  curtains  of  beaut.iful  lace  ancl  buff  so.tin,     The-e]ch-erintrf
cz{-£`     I       -

+hg.hiroFRE.s  pr.ol.uscly  draped  with  the   in).tiori_al   flag.      (38)     In  this   cl.ouble   box  was_a

large  ar'mchair  that  had  been  placed  neEirest  the  audience,   farLuhest  frolf,  the   stage,

partia.lly   screened   from  observation,   \`.rhich  the   Presiderit  took  and   occupied  during  the

whole   evening,   excel)t   once  .`r./'hen  he   got  u.p  to   put   on  his   overcoat.      (39)

The  tireaut \-;hich  had  a   capacity   of   over  ti.-.ro  thousand,   '`.ras   cro'.'.rdecl^   iiiere

E

were   "many  ladies   in  rich  and  gay  costulnes,   officers   in  tileir  uniforr.n.s,   many  \'.'ell-knot-.rn

ciJu.izens,   young   folks,   tll.e  usuaLl  cluster  of  gas  lights,   the  usual  magnetism  of   so  n`Lariy

people,   cheerful  \-.rith  perfuriles9   music   of  violins  8.r,d  flutes   -and  over  all,   that   sat``'.r-

ating,   that  vast,   vague  \I;onder,   YictQ_ry2   the  nation's  vic`cory,   the  tl.iurxph  of  the  TL.niori,

filling  the   a...ir,   the  tlloucL.;ht,   the   sense,   `.'Jii;li  e:{hiliration  more  than  ELll  the  pcrfunies."   (40)

There  `..'ere  t\',ro  alleys  at  Ford.s  Theat+pel one  led   froni  the   stage  along  the

east   side,   the   other  from  the  b3.ck   of  the  playhouse  to  a  sriiall  alley  I./hich  cor.`.riiunica.ted

v,'ith  Ninth  and  other  streets.     The  first  iras  quite  public  a.nd  escape  to  it   iriprobiible,

while   the   secont31cadinc   from  tli.e   bacl:   of  the   stagej\'/as   col.lps.rr^:lively  safe.   (4_-1)
/

_About   9:30  Booth  rode   up  to  the   back   alley  door  :±nd  called   for.  h'd\-/ar.d   Spant:1er,tr
::r::::S:.i:a::r::::::t=f:::-::'::-:flo)::}S`;:t':¥;-€:,±'}':`;}a:i::;¥FL:':st::rf:}°,:t:he::;6L;:a
A  little  after  ten  Booth  called  for  \','hisky  (4-3)   at  a  restaurant  adjoining  the  thearfe) a.nd

at  ten  minutes  pa.st  ten  re-entered  the   front  vest.ibule  arid  a.shed  the  time   of  the  door`-

keeper.     Then,   according  to  the   testimony  of   one  who  v,ritnessed  his  movements,    "he

slipped  out  and  ',-,'a.Iked  in  again,   enteriri.g  by  the  door  thilt   leads  to  the  parquet  ancJ

dress   circle.     Caj`iie   out   again  a.nd  then  I,',.e}it  up  t}..e   stair-`'/a.y  to  the   dress   circle."

lii'iaking  his  \Ijay  to  the  aisle   i;ading  by  the  i..rail  to\'j'ar.d  the  door   of  the  Pres-

ident's  boy.,he   stopped  and  leisurcly  took  a  survey  of  the   hou.se,   (44_)   and   selectiri.g

one   of  his  visiting   cards   showed  it  to  the  Pres~ident's  iriesseriger,   entered  the  door   of

i,-RE=--rib-
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the  lobby  leading  t04#:`c,ZOX  (45)   -Closed  and  barred  it  and  then  after  peering
Ttrr

through  a  gil-iilet   hole/\he   had  riELde   in±fae  after.noon  a.nd   i iliclint`j  all  clear,   he   opened

the  box  door,   pointed  the  pistol  at  the  back   of  the  President's  bea.i3.  and  fired  the

fatal  shot.
"The  Awful  bra.gedy  in  the  box  makes  everythiri.g  else   seem  pa.1e  and  un-

real.     Here  were  five  hurl,an  beings  in  a  narrovi.  spa.ce-the  gr.eatest  man  of  his

time,   in  the  glory  of  the  most   stupendous   success  in  our  history,   the  idolized

chief  of  a  natiori  already  mighty,  with.  illimitable  vistas  of  grandeur  to  come;

his  beloved  \iJife,   proud  and  happy;  a  pair  pf  betr.othed  lovers,   \',Pith  all  the

promise  of  f elicity  that  youth,   soc'ial  position,   and  wealth  could  give  them3

and  this  young  actor,   handsome  as  Endymion  upon  Latinos,   the  pet  of   his  little

world®     The  glitter  of  fare,   happiness,   and  ease  wa.s  upon  the  entire  group,

but  in  an  instant  everything  was  to  be  changed  with  the  blinding  swiftness

of  encha.ntr,1.ent.     Quick  death  v.ras  to  corn.e   on  the   central  figure   of  that   coriipany

-the  central  figure,   \-re  believe,   of  the  greg,t  and  good  men  of  the  century.

Over  all  the  rest  the  blackest  fades  hovered  p~enacingly-fades  from which  a

mother  might  praLy  that  kindly  death  would  save  her  children  in  their  infancy.

One  was  to  wander  v.rith  the   stain  of  murder.  on  his   soul,   vt-ith  the   curses   of  a

world  upon  his  name,  with  a  price  t*  upon  his  head,   in  frightful  physical

pain,   till  he  died  a  dog's  dea.th  in  a  burning  barns  the  stricken  wi.fe  was  to

pass  the  rest   of   her  da.ys   in  melancholy  and  madness;   of  those  two  young  lovers,

:~n;\f,=Sztffji£:z:£?:gtfro::7:;1:4¥d#r¥£+:€£i::/:"::f;et;af`:i:<:I:€:r:/?t{::(::ii+;3:¥).

1ealiir],g  out   of  the  box,   with  ashy  cheeks  and  lips,   with  involuntary  cl`y,

\i\

pointing  to  the  r.etreating  figure,  /He  has  killed  the  President."    And

still  a  moment'S  strange,   incr.edulous  suspense  -ancl  then  the  deluge!   -

then  the.t  mixture   of  horror,   noises,   uncer.tainty  -  (the  soup.d,   some\-7herea
back,   of  a  horse's  hoofs  clattering  \'7ith  speed)   -I.he  people  bur.st  through

chairs  gind  railing,   and  break  them  up  -that  noise  adds  to  the  queerness

+++
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of  the  scene  -  ther.e  is  ine:{tricable  confusion  and  terror  -  women  faint  -

feeble  persons  fall,   and  are  tranpled  on  -many  cries  of  agony  are  heard  -

the  broad  stage   suddenly  fills  to  Suf f ocation  v.i-ith  gL  dense  and  mcttley  crowd,

like  some  horrible  carnival  -  the  audience  rush  generally  upon  it  -  at  least

the  strong  men  do  -the  actors  and  actresses  are  there  in  their  play  costumes

and  painted  faces,  with  mortal  fright,  sho\!jing  through  the  rouge  -  some  trembling,

some  in  tears  -the  screams  and  calls,   confused  talk  -redoubled,   trebled  -

tv,'o  or  three  mEm&ge  to  pass  up  water  fron  the   stage  to  the  President's  box  -

other.s  try  to  clamber  up."     (fl7)

Describing  what  took  place   in  the  bo]c,   }'.I:ajor  Rathbone   said,   "tb'then  the

second  scene  of  the  third  act  was  being  perf ormed,   and  while  I  vras  intently

observing  the  proceedings  upon  the   stage,   with  my  back  to\T,fard  the  door,   I  heard

the  discharge  of  a  pistol  behind  me,   and,   1oolcing  around,   sac  through  the  smoke

a  man  between  the  door  a.nd  the  President.     ri.he  distance  from  the  door  to  where

the  President   sat  was  about  four  feet.  At  the  sane  time  I  heard  the  man  shout

some   v/ords,   \r,Thich  I   thought     was   'Freodoi'.^j'      I   instantly   sprang  to``.7a.rd   hill_  L3.nd

Seized   him.      He  wr.ested  hit.iself   I.ron  my  gr.Eisp,   and  r;lade  a  violc>I-it  thrust   all  niy

bre8.st  \7ith  a  la.I.ge   1\:nife.      I  pa.rriL,d  t}'}e   blo.`.v'  by  str.iking   it  up  and  I.eceived

a  `„round   several   inches   deep   in  I:iy  left  arm,   betweeri  the   elbow  aLnd  the   si`iou.1der.

The  rna.n  rushed  to  the  frorit   of  the  box,   and  I  endea.vored  to  seize  him  again,   but

only  caught  his   clothes  a.s  he  was  leaping  over  the  ra.iling®     The  clothes,   as  I

believe,  \r,7ere  torn  in  the  €~`~t-texpt  to  hold  him.     As  he  v,rent   over  upon  the   stage,

I  cried  out,,   '5top  that  nian:'   I  then  tur.ned  to  the  President;   his  position  was

not   changed;   his   head   slightly  bend   for\rt.rELrd,   aLnd   his   eyes  were   closed.      I   sa.Tj-

that   he  vja.s  uricoriscious,   and  supposing   him  mortally  wounded,   rushed  to  the   door

for.  i:he  rjurpose   of   calling  medical  aid.
"On  reaching  the  outer  door  of  the  passageway,   I  f ound  it  bar'red  by  a

heavy  piece   of  plank,   one  end  of  \r-rhich  was  secured  in  the  wall,   and  the   other

resting  against  the  door.    It  had  been  so  securely  fastened  that  it  required

considerable   force  to  remove  it.     This  wedge   or  bELr  wa.s  about  four   feet   from  the

a,
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------------------------..   ''1
floor.     Persons  upon  the  outside  were  beating  against  the  door  for  `the  purpose  of            '  I

entering.     I  removed  the  bar,   and  the  door  was   opened.     Several  persons,   who

represented  themselves  as  surgeons,   were  allowed  to  enter.     I  sac  there  Colonel

Crawford,   and  requested  him  to  prevent  other  persons  from  entering  the  box.

"I  then  retur.ned  to  the  box,   and  found  the  surgeons  exaniniqg  the

President's  person.     They  ha.d  not  yet  discovered  the  wound.     As  soon  as  it  was

discovered,   it  was  determined  to  remove  him  from  the rfe  was  carl.led

out,   and  I  then  pr.oceeded  to  assist  1,'Irs.   Lincoln,   who  was  intensely  excited,   to

leave  the On  reaching  the  head  of  the  stairs,   I  requested  linjor  Potter.

to  aid  me  in  assisting  }t.'lrs.   Lincoln  across  the  street  to  the  house  where  the

President  was  being  conveyed.     The  wound  vrhich  I  had  received  had  been  bleeding

profusely,   and  on  Pea,ching  the  house,   feeling  very  faint  from  the  loss  of  blood,

I  seited  myself  in  the  hall,  and  soon  after  fainted  away,  and was  laid  upon  the

floor.     Upon  the   return  of   cori.sciousness,   I  was  tal`:en  to  my  residence.

"In  a  .v-`.\`-ic,`S.  of  the  transactions,   it  is  my  confident  bjlief  tha.i  the

Lil-lie  Wh.ich  e-1af sod  bet`i.7een  the   discharge   of  the   pistol  and  the  time  `.,`7hen  the

assassin  leELped  from  the  box  did  not   exceed  thirty  seconds.     Neither  I-:rs.   Lincoln

nor  i=isB  !farris  had  left  their  seats:I    (48)

j'ifter  savagely   slashing  }`.rajor`  Ra.thbone,   Booth  rushed  for\r/ard,   placed   his

left  hand  on the  railing  of  the  boi:  and  vaulted  lightly  over  to  t}i.e 'stase.     It

was  a  nine-foot   le`ap,   but  riot  a.n  unusua.1  one   for  him,   f or  he  was   in  t`he  habit   of

introducing  sensationa.i  leaps  in  his  plays.     In  "I..:acbet!'® wher.e   he  met  the  \Yeird

Sisters,   he  leaped  from  a  rock  tvrelve  f eet  high.     He  did  noJ-u  rake  the  leap  this

time  in  safety  though,   f or  his  spur.  caught  in  the  f olds  of  the  Union  flag  which

draped  the  .oox  and  he  fell,   the  torn  flag  trailin`=  in  his  spur.     (49)     Although
ZE-

he   immediately  rose  anci   =±±±cl±±d  across  the   stage  as  though  he   had  not  been  hurt,
4^/ fu.

his   left   leg  iaretis   fr.actu.red  neEir  the  ankle.
ho;jLt*t``i`ulha,6'[;a:h:0;:c]::::::,:¥ife€:¥tdy=#;::::::`:;o:;;:sn`LJ:::::shhe  leader

across  the  stage.     "I
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the   f ourteenth,   in  regcLrd  to  a  national   song  that   I   had   composed,   and -I  iu-\7ent  to

see  \'`j-hat   costuLrie  they  i:/ere   going  to   sing   it   in.     After  talking  with  tl.le  itLEinager,   I

was  retij.ming  to  the  orchestra,  when  I  heard  the  report   of  a  pistol.     I  stood  witii

astonishment,   thinking  1../hy  they   shoo.1cl   fire   of f  a  pistol  in  "Our  Aliericzj.n  Cousi

As   I  turned  round   I   hea.rd   some   confusion,   and   saw  aL  rna.n  rurming  towar.d  i-.1.e  i.`'ith  this

head  down.     I  did  not  know  what  1.i/as  the  r`ratter,   and  stood  completely  pa.ralyzed.     As

he  ran,   I   could  not  get   out   of  his  v/ay,   so  he   hit  in.e   on  the   leg,   and  turned  Li.e  round,

and  made  two   cuts  at  me,   one  in  the   neck  and   one   on  the   side,   and  knocked  me   from  the

third   entrance   do\\\yn  to  the   secon'J.     The   scene   saved  r..ie.     As   I  turned,   I   got   a   sicle

view  of  him,   and  I   sow'  it  was   John  `i`.rilkes   Booth.     He  then  made  a  rush  f or  the  back

door,   and  out  he  went.     I  returned  to  the   stage  a.nd  hea.rd  that  the  President  was

killed,   aLnd   I   saw  him  in  the  box,appa.rently  deado"     (50)

The  assassin  t'/a8  id::ntified  by  other  a.er,ibers   of  the  theai-i-' staf f  and  persons

::.et::a:uC::::?e#°g2=afr'9Z¥P#rz::::r:.::::;\:,::8:,;sR::::::gt:±s
h2Afr4A/ S± i^1< fu !A^A±a^A a /C;z|.

horse„  aLnd   lea=_)ing  to  the   saddle   rode   r.apidly  Eiway.    (51)

Du.ring  this  time  Payne  T.ras  making  a  `-\.rild  attempt   on  the   life   of  i.,Tillian  H.

Seward,   the   ,Secretary  of   Sta.te,   and  .i'.Jould  have   succeeded  but   f or  an  iron  braLce   holrjing

and t#s of the attendingin  place  the   Secretari/'s  r.ecently  broken  collar  bone,

nur S e ,

The  gas-lights  had  been  turned  low  at  the   Sev/ard  home,   and  all  was  quiet.

In  tile   sick-room.  \i.7ith  the  Secretary  \..rere  his  daughte±  and  &n  invalid  soldier  nurse.

The  other  mei,1.hers  of  the  faJ`ilily  had  gone  to  their  respe,:+i#i;;;;;S::,/ /I,to~L{, A 4trh,

"There   seer!ied  nothing  unusua.i   in  the   occurrence^t`v'hen  a  tall,   well-dressed,

but  unkno\i/n  man  presented  himself  below.;   and  informing  the   serva.n`u-u  that   he   brought

a   message   fl`om  the   doctor,   was   alloi.'.red  to   come   up  the   stairs  to  the   door   ol-Sev\/ard's\

room.      He  was  met   here   by  the  AssistaLnt   Secretciry,    (52)   \'/ho  refused  him  admission,   ex-

plaining  that  the  sleeping  invalid  i{iust  not  be  disturbed.     He  paused,   apparently  irr-

esolute.     '{',`'hen  advised  to   learie   his  message,   and  go  back  to  rei]or.i  to  the  doct.or,   he
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replied:   "Very  well,   Sir,   I  \r./ill  gQ,"   EL.fid  tu.ming  ar:.JaLy,   took  two   or  th.fee   steps

do\rm  the  stairs.

"Suddenlyg   turning  again,   he   sprain_g  up  and   forward,   having  draw.rn  a  navy

revolver,   which  he   leveled ,-,-..rith  aL  in

"An€  no  ,i   in  stu-,rift   su.ccession,`'1ike  the   sc'enes   of   some   hideous   drear,   cane

.the  blgddy  incidents  of  the  night-of  the  pistol  missing  fire-of  the  str.uggle  in

the  dimly-lighted  hall,   bet'y-reen  the  armed  man  and  the  unaLrmed  one~of  the  blows

which  bl.oke  the  pistol  of  the   one  and  fr.actured  the  skull  of  the   other.-of  the

bursting  in  of  the   door.-of  the  rliad  rush  of  the  assassin  to  the  bedside,   and  his

savage   slashing,   ~i-,7ii,h  a  bowie-kr+ife,   at  the   face  a.nd  t±iroat   of  the   helpless   ,5ecre-
\

tar-y-9   instarii;1y  reddening  i,he  white  bazldages  i.,rith   strear:-is   of  blooci-of  the   screar-:ris

of  the  daughter  for  help-of  tile  aLttempt   of  the  invalid  soldier  nurse   (53)  to  drag

the  assailant  i r.om  his  victim,   I.eceiving   sharp  \'.rourids  himself  in  return-of  the

noise  made  by  the  awakening  household,   inspiririg  the  a.ssassi.n  v/ith  hasty  ixpulse

to  escape,   leaving  his  \'7ork  done   or  uridone-of  his   fraritic  rush  dci\gjtn  the  stairs,

cutting  and   slashing  at  a.1l  i.`,.hor,'i  he   f ound   in  his  way,   wounding   one   in  i,he   face  and

stabbing  another   in  the  be.ck-oi'  his  escape  thr.ough  the   open  door\i.;-ay-Liii.cl   his   fligllt

on  hor`seback  cloT,'n  the  /venue.                                                                                                      '•n  cL.+A a `r fL`rf tI-+'-~LA^^ :L-!` 5keutirL ,

"Five  minLi.tes  later{  'the   ELI.oused  household  were  gazing,   horri£.led,   at  the

bleeding  faces  all.a  f igures   in  their  midst~i...rer.e  lifting  the  insensible  f orm  of
1

the   Secretary  i ron  a.  pool   of   blood~5ilid   sending   for   surgical   help.   }`]rea.i'ii,rj'hile,   eL

parlic-stricken  cro\-Lrd  was   su.rging   in   from  the   street,   to   the   hall  and  r.ooms  belo\'T7,

vELinly  inquiring   or  wildly  conjecturing  \r/hat   load  happened."     (54)

From  this  most   sanguinary  scene  let  us  tu.rn  to  the  ridiculous  par`-u

played  by  the  assassin  selected  to  mul`der  the  Vice-President?     Atzercidt,   as  v/as  tc)1d

in  his  confession,   did  not  attempt  to  ca.rry  out  the  part  assigned  him  in  the  plot,

dicl  not   occupy  his   room  a.t  the  I`'|r_kwood|xpr  take  away  the  weapons   left   in  the  room

f or  his  use   by   Herc>ld,   but  waridered  around   on  hor.sebaLclc  until  he   lei2Lrned  tl`iat

Booth  had  carried  out  to  the  bitter  end  the  hor.rible  drarra,   and  Atzerodt,   now

d  oa.th,   ai`id  pulled  the  trigger.-rfu ' -,
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terror-stricken,   struck  out  in  the  early  nor.ming  hours   for  the  home   of.a  cousin

twenty-t\.,'o  miles  away  where  he  vJas  later  arrested.

That   afternoon  a.bout ®o'clock  Herold  had  walked  do\Tn  Tenth  =treet  u.7ith

Scii`;iano  Grillo,   a.  restauraLnt   keeper  near   For.d's  Theaut,aLnd  enqu.ired  of  Grillo

whether  he   had   seen  John  \.i-\irilkes   Booth.     Grillo  ans.er.ed  thcit   he   ha,d  about® o I clock,

They  \<Jalked   on  and   net   Atzerodt   sitting   on  the   steps   of  the   I`:irkwood.   (55)

Herold's  actions  `on  the   fQurteenth  are  best   described  by  John  Fletcher..

"David  E.   Herold   car.y`.e   to   our   stable   in  comi]any  -\.I,rith  the   prisoner,   Atzerodt,   about  a

quarter  i,o€ '' o'clock,   on  the   fourteenth  of  .;Lprib,   ail.d   engaged  a   horse .i.r,rhich  he   tolci

me  to  keep   f or`  hid  €md  he   \r.,'ould  call  f or   it  atj' o'clock.     Before   he   mounted  the

horse   he  asked  me   ho\`7.late   he   could   stay   out  \',rith  him.     I  told   him  he   coulcl   stay  out

no  later  than¢z o'clock,   ore at   furthest.     After  that  hour  I  becen{ie  very  uneasy

about  the   horse  a.nd  ``,`/anted  to   see  abou.t   it   before   I   closed  up  the   stable;   and  th£Lt   is

how  I  got  to   see  Atze+ddt  and  rierold.

"A±   abou.t ® o'clock,   having  a.  suspicion  that   ;H.erold  was  :ioing  to  take  ti.e

horse  away,   I  \T/ent  across  E  sir.eet  and  up  Fourteenth  street, .till  I   cane  upon  Penris:,r-

1vania.Avenue,   close  to  -'`'j'illard's,   i,t,'here   I   saw  Herold   riding  the   rodn  horse.      Hp

seemed   as   if   he   vras   coming   doT`i7n   from  the   Tr.eELsu.ry  upon  the   Avenue.      He   v/as   passing

I`ourteenth  Street;  the  horse  wa.s  pulling  to  get  to  the`stable®     I  suppose  rierold

knev,r  me  by  the   light   of  the   la.mp,   f or  he  turned  the  horse  a.round,   and  I  hallooed  to

him,   lou.t   he   put   spurs  to  it,   and  \'.rent,   as   fast  %s  the   horse   could  go,   up  Fourteenth

s`treet,   makint-:  no   reply  .I,o  me.     That  was  a.bout  tweiity-five  minutes
€ paste.

"I  then  returned  to  the  stable  f or  a  saddle  and  bridle  and  horse  niyself ,

a.nd  went  along  the  a.venue  bntil  I   car.ie  to  Thirteenth  street;  i,Itent  up  .Thirteenth
3

2Street  to  E;   along  E  until  I  car,ie  to  Ninth,   a.nd  turned  doi.,,'n  Ninth  street  to  Pennsy-

lv&nia  A.'`Lvenue  again.      I  went  a.long  the  avenue  to  the   south  side   of  the   Capitol®     I

there  met  a  gentleman,   and  asked  him  if  he   had  palssed  anyJ;ne  riding  on  horseback.

lie   said  yes  and  that   he  waLs   riding  very  fast®     I  follovj-ed  on  until  I  got  to  the  Navy

Y8.rd  9riclge,   \it.l^iere  the  guard  halted  me,   and   called   f or  the   sergeant   of  the  guard.     He
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cane   out,   and  I  asked  him  if  a  I.oan  horEje   l1£j.d   crossed  that  bridge,   giviri.g  him  a

description  of  the  horse,   saddle,   and  bridle,   and  the  r,lan  that  was  riding.     He

ut*, 'yes' he  has  gone  across  the  bridge.'      'Did  he   stay  long  here?'     I  asked.

:~Ie   re:olied,    'He   said  that   he  \i7as  wait'ing   for  a.n  acquaintance   of   his  that  waLs

comin`oj   on;   but   he   did  not  \.'.ra.it,   and  another  nian  cai:ie   riding  a  bay  horse   or  a  bay

ri8.re,   right   aLftel.   him.'      'Did.   he  tell  you  his   nariie?'      'Yes,   he

Smith{t)    I  asked   hirii  if   I   could  cross   tile   bridL;e   aj.ten  ther:i.

f3aid  his e    WaLS

:ie   girt,   'Yes,   you

can  cross,   but  you  cannot   return'®     I   said,    'If  that   is   so,   I  ,.rill  not  :o®'     So

I  turned  around  and   carl,^ie   back  to  tile   city  again."     (56)

Tj.Jhile   aLt  various  times  \'.,'hen  danger   seel;led  il-miinend  guards8   pickets  and

patrols   had  been  much  in  eviclence  around  I.Yashin,'_:ton,   they  were   now  not   deer,led   so

necessary.     Ric}unond  had   fallen,   General  Lee,   the  great  Southern  leader,   hacl

surrendered.     The  war  vJas  practicti.lly  over  and  the  rigors  of  military  restrictions

and  discipline  were  greg.tly  relaxed.

The  I.oads   of  travel  north  and  south  v.rere  again  open.     Troops  vrere   being

mustered  out   and  sent   ho]ne  for  peaceful  pursuits.     "Ever.yThere  the  air  was   filled

with  the  spirit  of  disorgaLnization."    Even  during  the  periods  of  fighting  near
E='\'/as}^iington,   danger  \`/as  expected  from  \-/ithout, not  v,7ithiqt. the  gates,   ar.d  two   horr,c-

mcri   on  the  \-7aLy   out   to  their  riomes   sou.th   of   the   city   ,   even  though  it  was   beyond

the  nine-o'clock  limit,   had   fa.ir  chEances   of  not  being  detained  months  before  the

night   of  Ji-,he  assassination.   (57)

Abraham  Lincolnj   hiri'isolff  ey.plains  the   la.xity  of  the  sua.I.ds   in  alloi7ing

BooJu-h  arid   Herold  to   cross  the   I?avy  Yard  bridge.      Just   bef ore   starting  for-the

theatlrlJ two  men  who  \F7anted  a  pass  that  they  nit-;ht   get  through  the   lines  to  go  to

Richmoni``L   c8.lied   at   the.  '.\.rhite   F.ouse.      1`lr.   Lincoln  gave   them  the   f ollo'i.ring   notationi

"l'`To  pass   is   necessary  no-\-f  to   authorize  any   one   to  go  to  a.nd  return   from

Petersburg  8.nd  Richmond.     People   go   a.nd  retur`n   just  as  they  did  bef ore   the  waLr`.

"A.   Lincoln."

(58)
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Let  us   f ollor,r  the  escaping  assassin  a.cross  the  bridge  by  nee:ns   of  the

testimony   of   Sergeani;   Silas  T.   Co.ubi

"On  the  night   of  the   14-th  of  ,ipril,   I  was   on  duty  at   the  i`Ja.vy  Yard

bridge.     At  about  half-past ® or @o'cloc]„   a  man  approached  rapidly  on  horseback.

The   sentry  challenged  him,   and  I  a.dvanced  to   see   if   he  \:.rRs  aL  proper  person  to  pass.

"I   asked   him,    'Y`,''ho  are   you,   sir'?'      fie 'lL,Iy   nariie   is   BOot_1.'      I   asked

him  \'.rhere   he   was   }^rom.      I~Ie   made   ans\'.ref,    'From  the   city.'       ".I,-here   a.re   you  6oinc;?'      I

a'he   replied,    '1  an  going   hol.rie.I      I   asked   hir.-i  -\'.rhere   his   hoi-lie  was.      Ii:e   saiti   it

i.'/as   in  aha.rles.     I  understood  by  that  that  he  meant   Charles  County.     I  asked  him

what  tot-in.      He   said  he   did  not   live   in  any  to\',.n.     I   said,    'You  :1.ust   live   in  sor!ie  toTi.nqJ

Said   he,    '1   live   close   to   Beantov.,rn:   but   do   noLu   live   in  the   to\-.7n®'      I  asked   hir^i  why  `he

was   out   'so  late;   if   }i.e   did   not   knot-,-the  rule  that  persons  v/er.e  not   allo\77ed  to  pa.ss

after. 0o'clock.     .He   said  it  was  new  to  him;   tha.t  he  had  somewhere  to  go  in  the   city,

and   it  was  a  dark.  nig}it,   :-.iicl   he   thciught   he  \\rould   have  izhe  moon  to   ride   hone   by.     The

moon  rose  that  night  about  that  time.     I  thought   he  was  a  proper  person  to  pass,   and

I  pa.ssed   him.        (   A  photogl.aph  of   J.   `',i/ilkes   Booth  \r/as   she.,un  the  ii,'itness.)     That   is

the  I.ran  thlt  passed   first.     He  rode  a  sl.tall   sized  horse,   ra.ti-ier  a`n  undersized  horse,

I   sl^iould  think,   a  very  britr;ht  bay,   i,'ith  a  shinirig  skin,   and  it  looked  as  though#

-pthe  had  just  had  a  short  burst 11.orb  pu.sh-and   seemed  restive  and   uneaj3y,   much  I.niore

so  than  the   rider.     In  all,   I  ha'd   sonie  three   or   i our  riiinutes)  conversation  I-.rith  him

be for.e   I  allowed. him  to  pass.

"In  perhaps   five   or  seven,   or,   at  the   outside,   ten  I:iinutes,   another  person

~,

came  along.     He  did  not   seem  to  be  riding   so  r.apidly  i]~s  the   first,   or  his  horse  did

not   show  signs   of   it  as  much  as  the   i irst.     I  asked  -``-.rho   he  was  and  he   said  th&t  his
I,

name  was  fr:iith,   a.nd  that   he  was  8oin{3   hot_ie;   that   he   lived  at   the  `..Thite  Plains.     I

a.sked  hill.i  how  it   \r/as  that   he  -`:.ra.s   out   so   late.      He   mcide   use   of  a  ratller  indelicate

e]{_pression,   and   said  th&t   he   had  been  in  bad   com.pany.

"Afterwar.d,   a  third   horsema.n  rode   up,   and  made   ir,quir.y  Li.fter  EL  roe.n  horse;

after  a  marl  paLssing   on  a  roe.n  horse.     He  I.rode  no  inquiry  about  the   other  horseman  v.rho
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had  passed  first.     He  did  not   seem  to  have  any  business  on  the   other  side  of  the

br.idge  that   I  considered  of   suf f icient  importance  to  pass  him,   and  so  I  turned  him

b8.ck.'.    (59}                                           ,it{,` L,,Irj   rtu`_  Tr\  ttirJxptyan``

The   dyizi.g  Presider.t   had  been^laid  upon  a  bed  in  a  small  room  in  a  house

across  the   street|freE  the  +uhcatre.     IJI`s.   Lincoln,   aB  wELs  described  by  hajor  Rath-

bone,   followeil!,   half   distracted,   teziderly  cared   for  by  I,:iss   lfarriso     ir:essenger.s

```.ere   sent   for  the   Surgeon  C-enel`al  And  the  President's   far,i,ily  phy  ician  and  to  notify

the   Cabinet  member.s.

A  crowd  of  people   rushed  to  the     'hite   House  an'j,   bursting  through  the   doors,

shouted  the   dreadful  ne`,.7s  to  Robert   Lincoln  and  i,iajor   John  lfay,   one   of  the  President's

secretaries®     The   son  and  Secrets.ry  as  they  hurried  \trith  I;enator  5ur!-mer.  to  Abraham

Lincoln's   bedr..ide,   f ound  every  thoroughfare   blocked  by   si.`./iftly  gathering  I,lobs,   \r.rild

'.-.Jitli   eyLcitement.    (6o)

They  `,..i'ere   soon  at   the   President's   bedsideo      Secreti]`ry   Sta.I-lion  iJLni:i.   the   cithcr

I-.iel;ibers   of  the   gabinet  were  a.t   hand  alniost  as   soon.        "A  vast   crci\',td,   surging  up  Penrisyl-

vania  Avenue  toiur/ar.d  'i;rillard's  riotel,   cried,    'The  President   is   shot! '        'President

I.incoln  is   murdered. '     Another  crowd   sweeping   dot./n  the   LJ.venue  r.riet  the   first  ``t,'ith  the

tidings,    'Secretary  Se\'/ard  has  beer.  assassiriated  in  bed. '       Instantly  a  \r,rild  appre-

h6nsion  of  .an   organized   conspir:i.cy  a.nd   of   other  I:iLi.rders  tool`:  possession  of  the  people.

The   shout   'to  an.is! '   '`.r.rp.s  r,tingled  ``.r.i.ith  the   expressions   of   sorrow  and  rage  that   every-
=-i=

where   filled  the  air.      '.„r.fiere   is  G€,ner&1  Grairb?'      or   'i`/here   is   Secret8.ry  Staiitont"
a

''.r,rliere   are   the   rer3t   fjf  i:he   cabirlet`;'   broke   from  ti`iou.sands   of   lips.      .`.`L   conflagre.lion   of

fire   is  not  half   so  ter.rible  as  waLs  the   conflagra.tion  of  p&ssion  that  rolled  through

the   streets  and  houses   of  ..'a.shintL.;ton  on  that  awful  night."     (61)

The   President  wa.s   uricori.sciou.s   from  tile   fir=`t   mol.ien`-u;   but   breat}ied  with   sloi'/

and  regular  respiration  throu.Shout  the  night.     As  the  da.\im  cajvjc,   Lind  the  lan.ipliglit

grew  pale  in  the  fresher  beans,   his  pulse  began  to  fail;   but  his  face  even  then  was

scarcely  more   higgard  than  those   of  the   sorrov.7-ing  gl`oup   of   stateslf.en  a.nd  generals  around

him.      His  autor:1.atic  I:loaning,which  had  continued  throu.gh  the   ni€;h-t,   ceased;   a  look  of
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unspeakable  peace  came  uDon his  worn  features.    At  tarenty-two  minut,es  after

seven he  died  and  ''the  Sun.geon General  gently  crossed  the  pulseless  hands  of

Iiin6oln across  the  motionless  'breast  and  pose  to  his  feet,"  while  the  Reverend

Doctor  Gurley  prayed  in  "stfodued  `2nd  tremulous  tones'':   "Try  -=¥ill  be  done,

Amen."    The-'Secretary  of War,  Edwin  M`Stanton,   "raised  his  head,   the  tears

Streaming  down l1_is  cheeks"  and  sobbed  out  that  neve+.I-to-be-forgotten  epitaph:

''Now  he  belongs  to  the  Ages."

Walt Whitm,.in,  who  found  in Abraham  Lincoln  his  ideal  I;ero,   on  this

occasion  wrote,

T:: 8::ptain: gag::F:n:v:^#ryf:::frt::±gr±:ed£:e:ought is xpon,
The  port  is  near,  the bells  I  hear,  the  people all  exulting,
While  follow  eyes  the  steady  keel,  t,he  gessel  grim and  dal.ing.

0  CaTjtain!  ny  Captain!  rise  up  and hear  the  bells;
Rise up--for you the  flag  is  hung--for you  the bugle  t,-rills,
For you bouquets  and  ribboned wreaths--for you  the  shores

a-crowdingi
For  you  they  call,  the  swaying  mass,  their  eager  faces  turmiLng.

Bfy  captain  does  not  answer.,  his  lips  are  pele  and  still,
REy  father  does  not  feel  ny  arm,  he  his  no  pulse,  nor  will,
The  ship  is  anchored  safe  and  sound,  its  voyage  closed  ,=nd  done,
From  fearful  trip  the  victor  ship  comes  in wit,h  object won;

Exult,,  0  shorei and  ring,  0 bells!
But  I  with  mournftll  tread,
W-alk  the  deck  ry  Captain  lies,
Fallea  cold and  dead.''

L-
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(1,)      Rhodes   Vol.

HO:`iY   I.I}\!COLN   }'.rET    DEt`±TH.

Notes,

(2.)      '``'.rashin`5ton  April   13,1865,    Special  to   l`J.Y. Tri-i)une ,

(i:y}%±ifenla;#::::+::;±g:far?omf==s.:gu::d=rTu:a:agy2
evenini_;,   April   1lth,   at  the  }ia.tional  Hotel.     C.'I'./.114 a

Qkr   ,,`

a.I. fi .464

Testimony   of  Thomas   T.   Eckert,   acting  .issista.n.t   t5ecretary  of  i,I:.Jar   -  Ir,ip.   Inv.

/.673-674+-.        Herndon's  Liflcoln/.579,   sta.tes  that   .ierold  i„ras   yri+.h  Boo+uh  at

tl.ie  `„''hite   lloii.se   3roLi.nds   on  tl^ie   night   of   the a.irJ.  that  according  to  Fred-

rick  Si,one,   F.erold's   aounsel,   iierold   clcLimed  thLi.t   Booth  declared! "That  mean`s

ni`3ser   citizenshii?a      }vTo-lib    by  Gods   1'11   pu.+u   him  through¢\j

a.Trfe.144,ty]46.

"i`|brahar-I  Lincoln"   by  I{icola.y  a   I`1ay,   Vol.   I:,   p.298.   -There   has   been  consider-

able   discussion  a.s  to  Tut/hether  Booth  uttered  this-t!-ic  motto   of  the   Sta.te   of

'Jirginifi.-btjfore   leaping   fr.om  tile  box  or  a.fter   juni]in:  to  the   stage.     Ca::it.

Tlltrjodore   :-c(`:o ..-.t.tLI13    +'L.A.C.,  to   General   .i'|ugur,`LTho   '„as   in   tile   au`dierlce,     St8.ted,

April  17th.`  "as  he  leaped  f ron  the  box

ni a    '''ii a    -'`f3yinar   T`may„„`,,`0. )  (,filw..rdtrtot|`
7=

according  to  the

he

a,TI`ibune   of

r#Tf\d&#ELn?ttLLy#t[`#t°%*Vfr8;i.n„L:,j',3faLtc„:Jae#Pu9<r{~T,yrL?rll`il:+:JapJ't(2!

\

iRl

utlri.  .,

''There   is  a  popular  misconception",   sr!.ys   the  Boston  Sunday  Globe   ``ipril   16.1905.

''that  after  his  I.3ap  to  the  stage  Booth  f{.`|cjd  to  the  front,   swung  his  dagg.er  and   shouted

"Sic  semper  tymnnis."    Not   Only  are  the  \rords  of  Dr  Yates   (an  eye  witness)     strong  in

their  denial  of  t}iis,   but  every  morming  paper  in  ','i'ashi.ngton  the  follc)wing  mol'ning  and

everYW"n}e+£rsr§t++.±#,t=±m==whEeurto°Fet`rsL=&tt££`LttF±==:in±QS,o%££tl:=:°nL==>Ee=st=D==±==JT

tile  Boston  tier;ild,   ,ipril  11.   1897,     "He  juxped  to  the  stage,   but  before  he  .jumped  he

shouted £Sic   sermer
Jesse   -.,:,I.   -:',

a.T.   P'.99.

tyranni?."
elk ,in  tile  '3LgEEE;--ij¥±=±j:EL   {'Cb.b.    1913®

3t   is   directed  to   "]`1rs.   hi.A?  Booth,   No.28  East   IJineteenth  Street,   :vt-ew  York,

}T.Y."   and   beat.s   ,i   `..'aQhi.nr,.+^m       i`   .         /___L    Z-^.
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llThere   is  ;i  popular  misconception",   si.ys   the  foston  Sunday  Globe  £`Lpr`il   16.1905.

''that  after  his  leap  to  tile  stage  Booth  ft.`|cjd  to  the  front,   swung  his  dagg.er  and   shouted

"Sic  semper  tyrannis."    Not  ,.nly  are  the  \]rords  of  I)r  Yates   (an  eye  with.ess)     strong  in

t`neir  denial   of  t}-iis,   but  every  morning.  paper  in  t,:i'&s}ii.ngton  the  following  morning  and

every witness  at  the  trial  but  one  stated  that  his  cry  of  ''Sic  s8mper  tyrannis+±
.iiarry  ilawl+I,   si  Tnember  of  the  theiitrical   coxpany  tllat  night  is  reported  in

the  Boston  Her;ild,   Aipril  11,   1897,     ''IIe  .juxped  to  the  stage.   but  before  he  .jumped  he

53±Q±±±Led   Esic   senDer  t.vranniS."
ik ,in ti'ie crfe7-:+¥te, r'eb.  1913.

(10)       a.T+    P1999.

(10      It   is   direct:8d  to   "I,+rs.   }jI.^^i¥   Booth,   l\To.28  East   IJineteeni:h  Street,   Hew  YorE

:I.Y."   and   `fJCEir.s   a  `L[,`-ashin{3.tort,   D„„   /ost  /ff ice   si:a}.1.i   daLted  April   14o      lt

bears  the  appeaLrance   of   having   been  i.Tritten  in  conrjider.able   }iaste,   aLn(I   is   {3ill

contained   on  one   side   of   half  a   she6t   of  nc)Ju-e  i]ai3er:

"AiJril   14   -2   .,i.i...:.,'

"DeareLi,i   I:other   -   I   knot.I.r   you   exioect   a   lei;her   I.rot.q  I:1e,    and   cL!-.'i   sure   you  1,j'ill

h8Lrdly  fc>r8`ive  me.     But   indeed  I  have  nothin5.  to  \-mite  about.     E¥ry_t.}1..i.Ifi _iji
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£±±±|;  tha+u  is,   has  been ±±±| ±£=±i j=i£±i.     (The  illumination)    EHiELnji ±r¥

!=i:=±Lt. .£±±± fll_€j?_dLi!l.    i9r± jig iEi ff ±1£!£ if j± la! J1±9±± a .ciig]2±±:±3£ ±Ei ±

BO ok,   a on8re f3 a io:±=±±±±±±£±=j[rip±zi;;±±±±±i±e

nobl,Jr

£aj±±g.      But   so  goes  the  T.rorld.     I`<|ghe   rjrakes   I.ight.      I   only  drop   you  these   few

lines  t.o   let   you  kno\'r  I   am  `v`.Tell,   and  to   sciy  I  have  no`u   heard   from  you.     irxcuse

brevity;   am  in  haste.     'Ifad   one   from  Rose .-.,- ith  best  love  to  you  all,   I  am

your  af f ectionate  son  ever,

J0Ifi\T''

This  letter  is  at  present  in p.o%s€ij~;;{g ,oife'+a;t2;;p;:/tflrpe:;nhaLinc°1n  Scrap

1i]'rtj.a  r|ffi{;jii.,   April   £9i3i]r5   1865.

(12)--------------;

(T3)      a.mr. f i.°3Q.-IfI I..

(`14.)        a.T.  f.loo-101.

tL5,        .CeT.   f.77,.   log.

::.",i.

S.T.   f .570.

C:."i .  i .Lr3 .

thppp8,Fs-,g6

(18)        a.T.7.151.    .

(19)        a.T.?.72

(2o)        CgT.   F.log-110.

(21)         a.To   P.75,

t2;2.I       a.mr.  f.76.

Oiferle8   £=.   ET.   TFood,   Barber  aLt

Groverls  Theater.  Washington,  D.a.    Trial  of  Joim  11.  Surratt  July  59  1867n,  ' ¢estified

\ that  be  trimmed  Join  -\hil]ses  Boothls  hair  on  the moming  of  April  lath,  1865  about
9  a.clock,  and  tlrat  ne  had v+rormed  at  this  shopi  for  two  years  Lnd  had  frequently  cut

reet  near
Pct4#.444`E,

Boothls  hair.     Tha,t  he  had  cut  Boothls  }rair  in  BaltLt;-:ore  .trl.hen  Booth ITEis  a  boy.

utndL±f: ffi# hrdfu
He  asked  me hitch the horse.    I  told

him  not  to  hitch  her,  .3.s  she-was  in  the  habit  of  brea7ring  the  bridle.    He
tc>1d  me  he  wanted  to  tie  her  while  he  stopped  at  a` restaumat  and  got a
drink.    I  §Lq~id,   ''Get  a  boy  at  the  restaurant  to  hold  rier."    He  replied

:`ni::k:ea£:Ftdt£:tsg::e%sb:%.ho:3';o=±£o:ie:{°uH:a-€h::nga:i:ntray:::::=
to  Grover'3  Theater  to write  a  letter;  there  is  no  necessity  of  tying
her  t,here,  for  thei~-e  is  a  stable  in  the  back part  of.  the  alley;  I  will
put  her  there."    He  then asked where  was  the best  Place  to  tai*=e  a  ride

±;i::`::±:s:;:i£::#::::;:f§¥:€::in:#t:¥e:ir:i[:v::;ei::#+:::?:::::i::Ster

EfeSgr8u8*;igg
( 23)      'i'Jashin8ton  Dispatcirj-:4'Lr,,.ri`ii.`5y`^iv8g; ¥#

r`

(24)         Testimori.y   JaLnes   'I\.3J.   Puniphrey9    a.T`    /.729

a  letter  at  Grove±'s  Theater."    He  then  rode  off,
Boot.h  since+ 1`

11.e    :L`{oY.    rl;:i:ij3±±jfg9    Iipi-il   17>    1865,.

(25)        Chester's  Testimony,   a.T.  ¢.    tl+,

(26)        Booth  i:ieii-bioned  this   in  tinie   rfary  he  \.7rote  \-`jii.ilo   fleein;_;  throLi.gh  Southern

I``[Liryland.

(fc7)        i\:atthei`r,'s   Testiir.ony  at   Ii.ip.Inv,   P.782-784  arid   ;`j.T./.82;   Testimony   of   John  rf.
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:j'ord,   I.xp.   In`r.     /.552-554  and  a  letter  fron  John  lfaLtthews,   dated   July  17,

1867,to  the   "Editors,   Ij±+ell_i.,=_eL¥I."  which  r7as  published  by  then.     Clipping

in  the  Lincoln  Scrap  Book,   Congressic>ml  Libr:Try,  /.9f,-95.

]a.3t  us  at  a  gallop,   a.nd  \vheelin{:;  his   horse,   rode  back,   peer.ing  into   our

carr.iage  as  he  again  pa.ssed  us.     I+s.   Gr.ant,   uTitil  a  perce-ptible   shade   of
\

concern  in  her  voice  and  manner,   i`enarked  to  lne:     "That   is  the  very  rna.n  who

sat  near.  us  a.i   lunch  toda.y  \/ith  some  others,   and  tried  to  overhear  our  con-

vers3.tion.     He  was   so  rude,   you  rememrL]er,   as  to   cause  us  to   leave  tine   dining

room.     IIere   he   is   a.gain,   r.iding  a.fter  us!"     1ror'  myself   I  thought   it  iras   only

idle  curiosity,   but  lear.ned  after\.fard  thLt  the   horseman  was  Bootii.''"peed-.
(30)        Personal  ihTemoirs   of  U.S.   Graiit,   Vol.11,   /.507-509.

(31)       6.T./305.

(32)       In4Tie  I)ai|±±±]r  PrL2rie,   Vancouvcr,   3.a.,   Dec  17,1921.

(33)       MSS.  of  Lieutenant  E,P,Doherty,  "Panorama  of  the  Assassincition  of  Abraham

Lincoln;'  \r.rritt6n  about   1885,.

(34)        a.T.f.70.

t35i        s.T.r.329

(36)        Statement   by  George  A.   Atzerodt,   C.T.  A.307.
//

The  prisoner,   Atzerodt,   submits  the   I ollo\.`ring   statement  to  the

Courts     I  am  one   of  a  party  '.Tho  agreed  to  capture  the  President   of  the  United

States,but  I  am  not  one  of  a  party  to  kill  the  President  of  the  United  States,

or  any  member   of   the   CcLbinet,   or  G?iiera.1  Grani;,   or  Vice-President   Johnson.

The  f ir.st  plot  to  cai]tgre   failed;  the   second  -to  kill-  I  broke  awa.y  from  the

moment   I   hea.rd   of.  it.
'/  This

is  the  v7aLy  it   came  about:      On  the   evenin{_J;   of   tiic-14th  of  April

I  met   Booth  a.nd  Payne  at  the   Herndon  House,   in  tliis  city,   at   eight   o'clock.
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lie   (Bo©i;h)   sgtid  he   himself   should  murder  i,=r.   Lincoln  and  General  Grant,   Payne

should  take  I`,Ir.   Se'irard,   and  I   should  take  }`,:r.   Joh`iisonl     I  told  him  I  woult.5.   not

do  ii;:     that   I  had  gone  into  the  thing  to  cai]ture,   but  I  wa.s  not  €oini;  to  l`:ill.

He   tolci  me   I  was   a   f ool   ;   the.t   I  ``T,roulci   be   hung  anyho',.-.r,      a.nd  tliat   it  i..rag   death

for  every  i-."n  t}-iat  backed  out;   a.nd  so  `./e  parted.     I  wandered  about  the   streets

until  t\to  o'clock.  in  the  mornin}3,   aLnd  then  1.vend   to  the  Kin.tell  House,   and  from

tliere   p8.i.i.rned  i'!iy  pistol  at   Georgeto\£,rri   anil  1.i.rent   to   my   coLi.sin's   house   in  }`,;ontgomery

county,   where   I  was  arrested  the  19th  folloi.-,'iri.(:a     After  I  was  arrested,   I  told
EE1

¥rovosJo   I.:arsha.1  -irells   and  ProvosLu   i.-arsh8.11  i,icphail  the  `.7/i.iole   story;   a.1so  tolcl   it

to   Ca|]i;.   i.Lonrcie,   and  Col.   ^.'irells   told  me   if   I  poiri.ted   ouLu   the  way  Booth  had  gone

I  -\TJould  be   reprieved,   and   so   I  told   him  I  thought   he   had  gone   doi`i'n  Charles  County

in  order  to  cross  the  Potomac.     The  arms  v/hich  \r/ere   found  in  my  roolii,  at  the

Kirkivood  House  and  a  bla.ck  coat,   do  not  belong  to  me,   neither  were  they  left  to

be  used  by  me.     On  the  afternoon  of  the   1'`.--th  of  April9   Herold   called  to  see  me

a.n'd  left  the  cos.i  there.     It  is  his  coat,   and  all  in  it  belongs  to  him,   as  you

c&n  see  by  the  handk.erchiefs,   rjrarked  i,'7ith  his  initial,   and  i./ith  the  none   of  his

sister,   1```:rs.   }`{aylor.      i,?bw  I  will  state   how  I     passed  i;he  '...rhole   evening   of   the

14th  of  April®     In  the  cifternoon,   at  about  t-\f,ro   o'clock,   I  went  to  Keleher's

stable,   on  Ifi:hth  street,   near  D,   aiid  hired  a  dark  `oay  rare  and  rode  into  the

country  for  pleasureg   and  on  my  return  put  her  up  at  Na.ylor's   stcl:ble®     The

dark  bay  horse  i¥`t-hich  I   had  kept  at  iJaylor's  before,   on  about  tile   3rd   of  April

belonged  to   Booth;   also  the   saddle   aLnd  bridle.      I   do   not   knot.i,'  1,`/hat   becai:iG   of

him.     At  about   six  in  the   evening,   I  `ti,rent  to  l`Jaylor's  a.gaLin  and  took  out  the

n'iare,   rode   out   for  an  hour,   a.nd  returned  her  to  Na.ylor's.     It  was  then  nearly

ei3h`u-u,   and  I  tolcl   him  to  keep  the  mare  ready  at  ten  o'clock,   in  order  to   return

her  to  the  man  I   hired  her   fr.om.     FrolrA  there   I    I,`Jent  to  the   Herndon  House.

Booth   send   a  r!iessenger  to  the   "Oyster   3a.y,"   a.nd   I  vJent.      Booth  wELnded  me   to

mu.rder  1\.Ir.      Johnsc>n.      I  refused.      I  then  wend   to  the   "Oyster  Bay,tt   on  the/v e Hue 9

above  Twelfth  street,   a.ncl  i.'.i-hiled  a\'7ay  the  time  until  nearly  ten.     I.tit  ten  I  got

L``
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the  ]^]are,   and  having  taken  a  drink  `..,'ii;h  the  hostler,   galloped  about  to'``.rn,   and

\'7ent   to  the  Kimnell   House.     Fron  there   I  rode   dour  to  the   depot,   arid  retLi.r`ned

my  horse,   riding  up  Pennsylvcinia  Avenue   to   Keleher's®     From  i-`:eleher's   I  went

doi.in  to  the   ]`Javy  Yard  to   get   a  room  I.rith  -`.`/-ash.   Briscoe.      He   had   none,   and  by

the   ti]rie   I  got  ba.ck  to  the  Kimmell  House   it  was  nearly  two.     The  nran  Thomas

`vvaLs   a   stranger   1-  met   on  the   street®      Next   I-nornin;;,   &s   stated,   I  went   to   rLiy

cousin  Richter's   in  i`iontgomer.y  gounty.--
George  A.   Atzerc)dt."

(37)     Letter  to  the   Chicago  TriburLc   -Clipping  Lincoln  Scr&p  Book,   Congressional

Library, /.   99,   also  a.T./ 314  and  Ilnp.   Inv.  ,F/j674.

(38)     It:cclure,  J.502.

(39)      a.T.¢.   78-79.

(40)     "Abe   Lincoln's   YaLrns  and  Stories.'  by  Alexander  K.   I,.cclu.ro,/.   50;u

(41)     History  of   Secret   Service  by  Bal{er,/   474--5.

(rtl   a.rr. / . TAn

(43)      Testimony   of  Peter  TaLltavul.      a.`i',/.   72,    S.T®  P<   157®

(44)     Testimony   o±`   Jgries  P®   Ferguson.      S.T./.129.

(45)      rl`estimony   o±.   Ca.pt.   Theodore  li.:cGowan®      a.T.  ;/  78.        A  winding   staii-case   \./ent

up  to  the  lobbies  wliich  led  to  the  President.ia.1  box  and  according  to  General

Baker,   the  Chief  of  the  Federal  Secret  Service  a.t  thcLt  tinie,   no  decently

dressed  =`ierson  would  have   f ound  r!iuch  dif ficulty  in  malting  entrance  by  this

stair  after  tile   doors  ha.d  been  opened  for  the  ingress   of  the  party.   (yHistory

ol-Secret   Service, `/Baker,   P?  474.

t46,     „Abrahan ,:±ncoLn„  by  ]{±C°Lay  Lr,:n TELV&Lis+4L.is2.9±.+te_#..ty,irrfu`1{`+€`='

I`To  blood   r.elcLtionship^existed   bet\','een  1,Ihss   I-farris   and  i.djor  Rathbone,

and  they  \'/ere  gro``.','n  up  `„rhen  their.  parents  married.     They  `.-,7ere  naturally  congenial,

a.nd  their  mutual  shar.e  in  the  tragedy,   i..,'ith  her   subseqLi.ezit  nursing   of   him  \'7hile

recovering  from  his  wound,   resulted,   naturally  enough,   in  -their  rirarriage  not  long

a.fter.ward,   v,Then  they  took  up  their  residence  abroa.d,   i,./ith  every  promise   f or  a
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happy  life,   so   fa.r  as  e:{teriial  thillgs  '`ttrer.e  concerned.     But  the  tragedy  had

pla.nted  its   seed   of  evil  in  the  I.ierLiory  of  the   husband,   and,   in  course   of  time,

the   fatl'ier  of   several  childr.en.     tie  bl.ooded  over  it  until  his  mind  t`,.fas  unhinged,

developing  a  homicidal  tendency   from  `w7hich  his  `.r/if e   mctre  than  once--if   I   remei:iber

rightly--barely  escaped;  when  one   nighi;,   on  the  eve   of  his  pr.oposed  removal  to

an  aLsylurji,   he   I-fiade   aL  rush,   wii]h  murderous   intend,   on  their  children.      His  T7ife,

of   course,  thr.etv  herself  bet.ii,reen  them  and  her  maniac   husband,   and  paid  \.-,'ith  her

life  the   f-orfeit   of  a  mothei.'s   devo`i-,ion.     Thus   also   cl.led  'oy  !nu.rder  one   linked

i,-jrith  the  great  r;`iurder  ol.  her  period  and  herself  aL  woman  of  no   inconsiderable

talent,   and   one   of  the  most  prominent   in  T````Tashiri.i;`u-on   society  during  the   Civil

``!fa.ra     And  thus,   as   so   often  before   and   since,   was   exemi3lified  the  melaiicholy

truth  that  a  greaLt  -\vrong  wrought  in  high  place-2\ breeds   simila.r  if  less  con-

spicuous  evil  to  which  no  lirji.it  of  time   or  place  can  be  assigned.     (A.a.B.   in

I\T.Y.   Tribune,    i)ec   6,1896.)

(47)     ',Valt  t,qiJhitriar.   -  quoted   from{:i::f`:.~_of   Lincoln::.
1' -rf`- '

(48)     a.T.  ¢.   78-79.

rl OT -q 09 .

(49)      "Abrahajii  Lincoln"  by  I`Jicola.y  cpe   ray,   Vol.   X,  j`.   298.

(5o)      COT.d.   79.

(51)     a.T./.   74.

(52)      The    son,    Fredrick  ``.fy'.    SewaLrd,

(53)      Sergeant   G.F.   Ro'oinsono

(54)      "Set!rard   at   i,`,'ashin,I;i;on"   by   Fredrick  i,:.r.    SewaLi-d,    Derby   a   i.Iiller8   }{ew   Yor.k,    1891./,2)I 6 -%J T ®

CoT./ 176.

(58)

n"fi./.grQ.,-us

The  Navy  Yard  Bridge  \rras  also   kno-\m  as   the  Eastern  Br.ai^+ch  P]ridge   and  the

.'inacostia  Bridge   -   "1.£,7cLsriington   During  -„rELr   Time"   1861-1865   -   Collected   and  LTdited

by  i.farcus   Benjar,Tin.

The   last  ``.-.rr.iting   of   +ibraha.n  Lincoln  is   in  tiossession  of  Sir.   0.H.

0ldr.oyd,   I.Tashington,    D.a.,   `\.-.rho  'is   the   o\.,'ner   of  the   fat-+Ious   Oldroyd   Collect;ion   of
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Lincolnitn„#}1ichis

froi-ii  Ford's   Thea

housed  in  +uhe  plo.ce  -\vhere  Lincoln  died,   across  the   street

tAV
Among  the  many  v€iluable  articles  in  this  ``a/onderful  collection  is  this

last  \-.rriting  of  Lincoln.     It  is  caret.u.lly  eased  in  and  protected  agairi.£t  the
__ __._a;_ish.=s_-.:_ 1_ightli:ld_tie_ air _t._o-cTrioulT:I;i;:_-see:I   H..  o|drfty,  w::

has  been  most  painstaking  in  verifying  and  mking  historically  accurate  the
I

I

articles  in  his  collection,  wrote  for  the  author  this  iri.teresting  account  o£ ,~|

the  pass  and  how  it  cane  into`his  possessions

"President  Lincolr?_  was   seated  in  his  office  in  the  'ir,I-hite  House   on  the

evening   of  j'.`Lpril  14,   1865,   with  I.v`Ir.   George  Ashmun,   President   of  the  NaLtional

Convention  at  Chicago  that  nominated  I\vfr.   Lincoln  f or  the  Presidency  in

1860.     I\,gr.   Stackelford,   an  usher  at  the  `.``/hite   House,   entered  the  room  and

aimounced  that  l`ilrs.   Lincoln  was  ready  to  go  to  the /heaiflE}.     I.i{r.   Lincoln

sinply  nodded  and  proceeded  v,7ith  the  conversation.     The  usher  appeared

the  second  time  and  stated  that  I,irs.   Lincoln  was  in  the  carriage  and

anxious  to  go  to  the  ,Tfieaifty'`.     l\jr.   Lincoln  said,   ''1  guess  I  must   obey."

He  wr.ote  a  card,   "Admit  I'vir.   Ashmun  tomorrow  morning  at  nine   o'clock,   "

handed  it  to  i-`,:r.   Ashmun  and  they  walked  out  of  the   of f ice  together.     Two

men  were  standing  in  the  arlte-room,   arid  tis  Stackelford  said  to  her.

Lincoln,   ''These  two  men  would  like  to  have  a  pass  to  go  to  Richmond."

bin.   Lincoln  bade  I`,`:r.   Ashmun  good-bye  and  retur.ned  to   his. office  and  wrote,

''No  pa.ss  is  hecessary  now  to  author.ize  any  lone  to  go  to  a.nd  return  from

E:±±±Lr±b_ur8 ±±±|_FicL±¥LO_nd_*_   PL±±P±±  giEp_d  return  just  as  they  did  bef or.e
the  lTar.     A.Linc61n."     He  repeated  these  words  to  I:r.   Sta.ckelford  and

as  they  walked  out  together  L':r.   Stackelf ord  put  the  writing  in  his
~

pocket.     It  occufied  to  him  as  to  what  a  nice  thing  it  would  be  to  have

such  a  writing  from  the  President  as  a  souvenir...     i-/hen  outside  he

repeated  to  the  men  what  the  Pr.esident  had  `;fr.itten.     This   satisfied  them.

I  obi;aimed  all  of  these  details  in  personal  cohversation  with  l`\;r..   Stack-

elf or.d,   with  whom  I  talked  on  numbers   of   occasions.
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-,.jhen  I   cane   to   ...''-ashington  in  1893,   I   heard  thaLt   1,:r.   Stackelford

had  the   la.st  -vi/riting   of  li,;r.   Lincoln.     I  i.'.rent  to   see   him  and  explained  that

I  was   opening  up  the  house   in  which  Lincoln  died  and  placing  therein  my

collection,   and  v,ranted  to   knov,r  if  he  -\-;ould  let  me   ha.ve  the   last  \-Jriting  of

ir.   Lincoln  f or  my  collection.     Ifis  rei]1y  was  that  he  would  not  part  1..,rith  it

f or  anything.     About  f ourteen  yea.rs  there&fter  i,ir.   Stacl`:elford  died.     I  then

wei`it  to  see  his  i.'/idotvv  a.bout   it,   but   she,   also,   refused  to  part  v/ith  the  \'rriting.

Very  soon  thereafter  the  widow  becar-ie   sick,   and  \-,fas   ill  for  about  a  year,\'/hen

she   died.     Very   soon  eifter  the  \.rido\..7's   death  the   sister   carj^ie  to   see  me   and   said

thtLt  the  illness  of  I.:rs.   Stackelford  had  about  dissipated  their  funds  and  she

`i/ould  sell  me  the  writing.     I  purchased  the   same  from  her  and  it  ha.s  been  in

my  possession  in  the  collection  ever  since.

January   ll,19Z3.                                           (Signed)        0.II.    OLDROYD"

(59)      a.T.¢.   84.

(60)      "jlbr:1.}ian  Lincoln"   IJicola.y   a   ELy,   Vol.   i:,/.   299-301

(61)    'the   Lil.e,   Crime   a  Cai)lure   of   John  '.-,'ilke!3   Booth,''by  George   Alfred  Townsend,  Prl0.

(62)      ''Abraharti  Lincoln"   l{icolay  c°c   rhy,   Vol.   i:,  /.   Sol-3o2.

(63)     See  Barrett  \'/endell's   "A  Liter.dry  rlistory  of  ,inerica/I  /.   474.
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