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BOOTH’S LETTER TO GRANT

By H. H. KOHLSAAT

N THE E
night of
April 14,

1865, President
and Mrs. Lincoln
invited General
and Mrs. Grant

to accompany %Jlu‘f'}lrf Aptet

them to Ford’s

Theater; but /M
' Sep b
S

General and Mrs.
Grant wanted to

see their children A g

and left on the /“ LNL ﬁd«ﬂt/
six o’clock train
for Burlington, ()" A% T

New Jersey. So i ] 45 4 20 .

the President in-

vited Miss Clara “ o ,”
Harris, daughter . B '

of Senator Har-

ris, of New York, J’/‘

and Col. Henry
R. Rathbone to M"‘ 7~ z‘“%" M &/4—

gowiththem. As ,ﬁ /M lu{d?c) e

they entered the

theater the audi- /' i LK g v

ence arose and B S A
gave the Presi- L I i N w5
dent agreat ova- L

tion. He bowed Pz W

ment and took

his seat in the .ﬁa :

e

box. .

During the
performance of
the play, Our /M
American '
Cousin, John SR
Wilkes Booth ,r!.'.' /4 Pre

entered the the-
ater. He was an I -z

extremely hand-

some man of M;A LT Ren
twenty-six and ; “4 ‘ ‘a

was well known

ISR o '5’«7
his acknowledg- ,y Lirmse’ .//4 M e 5 ‘z‘_ 3

to the managers Alew B 7/ M e
and employes of i ¥ & Ve
the theater. F",}é"‘ A £ e Creec,

Ten minutes Locie 200’ Re e Hles
later he entered M Mu 4‘_
the presidential
box. Creeping up
behind the Presi-

z@

i“-‘i

opened the door

flyM )4" 4,«‘ ) o_.&./ dragged himout'
AW

e and laid him on
F et e > Tecry the grass. They

&7 S el L - o = finally carried

Cr e Lo o o~ - him to the fron!

7 -— 2. . porch of the

Ran A, Ze.. £ ., house. He was

Aorrmer .. b apparently dead,

b 22 but some water

‘44/‘-&_‘... P a8 ‘ - thrown in his

facerevived him.
Zlrenas, His lips moved

He gt A XL L D An officer put his
; . earto hislips and
¢ ,..? lz’ e ":Z n heard him say,

/‘—‘—%A “Tell my mother

,07,‘- e 2 ¢¢_c~%’, - : I died for my
444».-9 Lo _ R AL A /‘““j country. I did

Sl what I thought

/—-':27&") Ly wce .E g best.” He said

no more.

: Rt aetlez Lorciy e o Letters
ﬂtm‘\—. % @%&4 /‘;4‘-” o E WAS shot
" L - at 3:15 A.M.
&/I/ 4 . and died two

hours later, April

e R Corv é—(.@,/f,ﬁ“‘“ 26, 1865, twelve
ALl oyt PR Azl duysiisees fon

assassination of
President Lin-
coln.

Booth's body
was sewed up in
an army blanket
and carried to
the Rappahan-
nock and placed
on board the
steamer Ide. At
Alexandria it
was put on board
the monitor
Montauk, with
the conspirator
Herold, who was
% in d;)uble irons.

After com-
,éé-‘/a'r/ plete identi-

it : , fication, Booth's
- body was put in
" a pine box and

dent, he shot him

secretly buried
under a stone

in the head just back of the left ear. Dropping his
derringer pistol, he drew a long knife with which he

slab in a cell in the old Government Penitentiary, a
part of the Government Arsenal, where it remained

slashed Colonel Rathbone, who tried to stop him.
Leaping out of the box onto the stage, his legs passed
between the folds of the flag decorating the box.
His spur caught in the fringe, throwing him nine
feet to the stage, breaking his ankle.

With a cry “ Sic semper tyrannis’’—Thus always
with tyrants—he fled through a stage door, jumped
on a saddled horse held by a boy, rushed out of
the alley through the streets, crossing the Potomac
over Anacostia Bridge into Maryland, arriving at
Dr. Samuel Mudd'’s residence at Bryantown, Mary-
land, thirty miles from Washington, at four o’clock
next morning.

The Capture of Booth

OCTOR MUDD set his broken ankle, and Booth,

joined by one of his fellow conspirators, Herold,
left that afternoon and hid in a thicket for five
days. Finally crossing the Rappahannock River,
they reached the Garrett residence near Bowlinz
Green, Virginia, April twenty-fourth.

When a company of United States uvdrymen
arrived, Booth hid with his confederate, Herold, in
Garrett’s barn. When he refused to surrender,
Lieut. Col. Everton J. Conger, of Ohio, threw a rope
of lighted straw into the barn and set fire to a pile
of hay. As the flames made the interior brilliant,

until February 15, 1869, when President Andrew
Johnson gave Edwin Booth permission to remove
it to the family burial plot in Green Mount Ceme-
tery, Baltimore.

A Historic Correspondence

HE letter of Edwin Booth to General Grant,

presented herewith, formerly belonged to Gen.
Adam Badeau, who was on General Grant’s staff. All
of General Badeau'’s letters were left to Mr. George
Corsa, of Ridgewood, New Jersey, for many years
Badeau’s private secretary.

Mr. Corsa died about two years ago and willed
his estate to Mrs. Ella F. Cooper, of Ridgewood, New
Jersey. Mrs. Cooper sold the letter at auction No-
vember 1, 1923, in the Anderson Galleries, New York,
to Dr. A. S. W. Rosenbach for one thousand dollars.

When I read of the sale I asked Doctor Rosen-
bach if he would give me a photographic copy of
the letter; he did so, and I started hunting for a
possible answer from Geperal Grant. After diligent
search through the New York Public Library and
the histories of Lincoln’s assassination and John
Wilkes Booth’s capture, I found no reference to it
anywhere, and believe this is the ﬁrst knowledge of
its existence.

Fuling to find any record of Booth's letter to

Sergeant Boston Corbett, through a crack, shot
Booth with a pistol. As he sank down, the soldiers

Grant in New York, I went to Washington and

(Continued on Page 56)
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Washington grstul,/@ o s
Hesdogin, % L7 HE_ ity

the grave by giving im-
mediate orders for the
safe delivery of the re-
mains of John Wilkes
Booth to Mr. Weaver,
and gain the lasting grat-
itude of
. Yr. obt. servt,,

(Sgd) EpwiN BooTH.

February fifteenth,
President Johnson
gave the Secretary of
War, General Scho-
field, an order direct-
ing him to surrender
Booth’s body. Maj.
Gen. E. D. Townsend,
Assistant Adjutant
General, wrote the
same day:

,éé// e ﬂ%@,{d Bievet Mas. GEN.

CoMy ANDING WASHING-

TON ARSENAL.

Sir: The President di-
rects that the body of
John Wilkes Booth, in-
terred at the Washington
Arsenal, be delivered to
Mr. John Weaver, Sex-
ton of Christ Church,
Baltimore, Md., for the
purpose of h nmg it re-

| through the courtesy
of Maj. Gen. Robert
C. Davjs, Adjutant
General of the War
Department, Mr. Jesse
H. Powell was in-
structed to search the
files of 1867 and after,
but no reference to
the letter to General
Grant could be found;
but Mr. Powell did

| find a copy of a letter
written by Edwin
Booth to President
Andrew Johnson Feb-
ruary 10, 1869, as fol-
lows:

NeEw YORK,
February 10, 1869.
ANDREW JOHNSON, Esq.,
PRESIDENT UNITED

STATES,
Dear Sir:

May I not
| now ask your kind con-
| sideration of my poor
Mother’s request in rela-
tion to hef son’sremains?

The bearer of this—
Mr. John Weaver—is
Sexton of Christ Church,
Baltimore, who- will ob-
servethestrictest secrecy

Only the OWENS

is made for you,

11 ¥ movc;ld r;}r;d properly i’r:-
" terred. Please report the
persona y : . i m execution of this order.
; ] -0 [+ 37 I am, &ec.,
The Owens Staple tied o i/ ~ E.D.T.,
Tooth Brush comes to you f A.A.G.

protected from careless, un-
sanitary h'mdlm;, Each one
is packed in a clean, transpar-

IS 7/{&

General Ramsey re-
plied as follows:

MaJ. GeN. E. D. Town-

A& mf‘é //2 of

ent glass container. People f (/-\ SEND,
y s s ASSISTANT ADJUTANT
i can see it without thumbing or ’6 (_/_ﬁ__r/ra-l‘d/ Gecetans 7 |— GENERAL, U. S. ARMY,

fingering. W ASHINGTON, D. C.
in this matter—and you may rest as- Sir: I have the honor to report that the body
that none of my family desire its of John Wilkes Booth was on Monday after-
publici noon, the 15th inst., delivered to the person
Unable to visit Wachington. T have  designated in the order of the President of the
deputed Mr. Weaver, in whom I have United States of the same date. T am, sir,
the fullest confidence, and I beg that Very respectfully, e
you will not delay in ordering the body Your Obt. Servant,
to be given to his care. GEo. D. RAMSEY,
He will retain it—placing it in his BREVT. MAJOR GENERAL,

Ml(fo& @m A"@

-? =4 vault— u}:ml suchbtlme[as we; rarl\ re- U. S. ArRmy, COMMANDING.
t B move other members of our family L0 Gexton Weaver conveyed Booth’s body,
=/ t};‘;?::g':g:lﬁegﬁgz??g thus pre- wrapped in an army blanket and placed in
Thete is & colored handls o . : : There is also—I am told—a trunk of 2 Pine box, to a Washington undertaker,

where it was put in a casket and carried to
the Booth family burial lot in Green Mount
Cemetery, Baltimore. I visited the ceme-
tery and was told that under a plain marker
of marble about sixteen by eighteen inches
in a far corner of the lot, with no lettering of
any kind on it, was the last resting place of
John Wilkes Booth.

his at the National Hotel which I once
applied for but was refused—it being
under seal of the War Department; it
may contain relics of the poor mis-
guided boy—which would be dear to
his sorrowing Mother and of no use
to anyone. Your Excellency would
greatly lessen a crushing weight of
grief that is hurrying my Mother to

you—personally. Six differ-
ent colors in all—white, red,
blue, purple, amber and green.
Every member of your family
may own an Owens. The col-
ored handles make each one : £
personal and easy to identify.

The Owens Tooth Brush
cleans your teeth —completely.
Its design is not only approved
by dentists—but is declared
by many to be the best ever
devised.
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Each bristle tuft is perma- d/"/ o et s il roes Ml | Lo fouk s ttficscdl ~ of Sireig soninter Gt v

nently tied into the handle by Mo tagction. o oy forr Htethict copunct oo ockin: | - Hae D, P, A ay Colaiiic atles o A

a hidden staple, thus prevent- S g e ¥ itk o

ing the danger of bristles com- L4 i AL R ; /’” ”’“"f“‘ A 47 1 <t e

ing out in your mouth. - of A ( Caver ) 4o rrrmemep Pre A, Mt/ﬂv,a'u'fzuy ¢
( /t«/éff\rwar rwee Lo 44 Moasiee S
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cents each in child’s, youth’s,
and adult’s sizes. See it at your e 46 foe
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