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Spurning     Offer    of    `Riches'
Spoiled   Promising   Coup,

Historian   Reveals.'

WASHINGTON,  0%t..23.rfapt.  0.
M.   0ldroyd,   of  Mt.  Vernon.  0..   has
just    revealed    that    he    wa,8    ap.
proached  a   few  years  ago  t.y  per-
sons   who   promised   to   make   him
a   rich   man    lf   he   wouldLlend   `hls
assistance    ln    a.   hoax   to   PfLlm   .off
on  the  Amerlcan  public  the  body  ot

)an    unldentlfled  `man    as     the     em-
balmed  body  of  John  Wllkes  Booth.
the   assassin   of   Pre8ldent   Lincoln.
`  Capt. 01droyd   recently turnedover

to   the*  Government   for   $50.000   his
collection   of   I.Incoln   relics.     With
the  curios  out  of  his  possession.  he
decided    he  _could    reveal    the    pro-
Posed  hoax  and  tlLus  clear  away  all
doubt   surrounding   the   disposal   of
the   body   of   Llncbln's   assassin.

In  the  )ast  half  century  the   pub-
lie  ha.s   been   interested  at  intervals
by   mystery   stories   a.onnected   with
_thei_ `q l~sa_p]rear`anpe= +o£   -BQolhL.aftar

i::   %Sosoatshs]:::Lot:.g   uTphe£:re,re?h°5::
land  yonder  in  the  flesh  and  a  great

Ira:n¥h::r£:n;::``:o8te:Tot°fa:hdek°{:i:a
by    Sergt..Boston    Corbett.    as    the
historical   version   has   lt,   but   that
Somehow   he   escaped.     Others   have
attached much  mystery  to  the burial
place.  of   Booth   and   have   ln8lste.d
that  no  on.  know®  where  hl8  body

W`.3rear5  *go;  Oldren-relctce.

:o::£e:tecdhaartac£:Td,Ct8iTa'.n8sofiiQe¥::
terpri8ing     cltlzens.    0.f._   th?t    tL°.yp_1
seized     the     opportunlty,     as     they
thought,  to  make  aL  fortune.     Their
plan   was   to   have    the    body     elm-
balmed and placed erect in a wooden
case   and   to   exhlblt  ltiaB  the   body
of   the   assassin.•`They   sent   a   man   to   me,"   saldt
Oldroyd,    '`to    sound   mo   out   as    toL
whether   I   would   agree   to   lndorse}
thelr.   fake   under   a   plan   to   dLTlae`\
the  proflt8.  If  I  had  agreed, the  body;
would   have  been  sent  to   Washlng-;.
ton  and  placed  on  exhibltion  as  the;
real  John  Wl)keg  Booth.    I  told  thei
emissary  ln  short orde.I that  I wouldE
not  be  a  party  to  such  a  I raud  andS

!h:at¥et:h:e:ye.:aT:hoe::ptlti:¥°:ts:;[¥sas;!i§
fee  and  lt  Proinl8ed  to   be  a   finaniL
clal  bonanza.•`There   ls   h®   foundatlon   for    tho*h

g:uyrs±tae,ryp,acset°:ie%ooct°h?CeF`t:Sty.t8|±;(
soldiers  surrounded  the  barn  where

F:a:s;:aaw:ais-:I::::o:rTsS:5eo:oho:o;ef:our::3[g
the     body    with    most     scrupuiou3
care.    It  was  brought  to  Washingf
ton,  where  it  lay  on  a  boa.t  at  th.
Navy  yard  for  two  days,  whlle  all
Sorts  of  precautions  were  taken
make    the    identlficatlon     com¢l®
During  those  two  days  many  h

:roeodtsh  ;itfpme:::]ny:  :ehn°t  ?oadth:n:owa¥{
and   identified   the  body  ag   that  oq.
Booth.

the  present  site  ot  the  War Colle F_e,_I
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