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Safety  at   last!     Tt-7fhat  more  welcome   sight  to   John  i..iilkes  Booth,   the

mad  9.venger  of   fancied  Tj.rongs,   than  three  Confederate  soldiers!

They  `IJere  of f icers   of  the  Lost  Ca.use  r.eturning  home   from  the  war.     At

t\r/inchester,   F'auqu.ier  County`,   Virginia,   on  April  21,   18.65,.  Colonel  John  S.   I.josby,

an.ong  the  bravest  of  Confederate   officers9   had  disbanded  his   forces.     He  ha.d  said

in  an  address  to  those   of  his  cour.r-land  '.i:7'ho  rerikaiil.ed  on  Friday  the   2lst,     "Soldiers--

I  have  summoned  you  (1)   together  for  the  last  time ---- I  disbanded  your  organiza.tion

in  preference  to  surrendering  to  our  enemies.     I  am  no  longer  your  com.rander ---- ;

and  now  a.t  this  moment   of  bidding  you  a  f inal  adieu,     accept  the  assure.nee   of  my

unchEinging   confidence  and  regard.     Fareij/ell."       Lriosby's  men  were  devoted  to  him

and  this   speech,   it  is   said,   brought  tears  to  the  eyes  of  most  of  them.     Three  of

his  staff.   Captain  -.i'`-illie  S.   Jett,   L`injor  i.I.a.   Ruggles,   and  Lieutenant  A.R.   Bain-

bridge,   were  making  their  way  to  the  home   of   some  friends  in  Caroline  County,

Virginia,   three  days  later,  when  they  arrived  at  the  For.t  Conun-}'  ferry  and  came

fa.ce  to  .face  with  Booth  and  lierold.   (2)

1,..I-hen  Booth  and  Herold,   driven  by  Charley  I.ucas,   arrived  at  the  Port

Con`.ray  wharf  of  the  Rappahannock  I.iver  ferry,   they  f ound  that  the  boat  was  on

the  opposite  side  of  the  river.     (3)         Herold  hailed  it  and  while  waiting  for

Payton   „rashington,   the  negro  1-,'ho  poled  the   scow,   to  come  across,   he  approached

a  fisherma`n,   Rolliris,   who  it  is   said  was  also  the  ot'/ner  of  the  ferry.     Ife  inquired

of  him  how  much  he  \rjould  charge  to  take  hit;1  and  his  lane  brother  to  Orange  Court

House.     Rolling  said  that  he  did  not   kno\rur  the   road  to  Orange  Court   House  but  would

take  them  to  Bowling  Green  i or  ten  dollars  in  gold.     Booth  said  this  was  too  much,

that  he  \'Jould  pay  ten  dollars  in  green  baclcs.     Ro`1lins  agreed,   but  while  he  was

gone  to  take  in`some  fishing  nets  a.nd  hitch  up  his  tear!i,   the  three  Confederate

officers  had.ridden  up  to  the  ferry,   ancl  in  a  few  moments  Herold  told  Rollins  tha.t
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his  services  T7ould  not  be  needed;  thi3.t  their  friends  would  take  them  t-o  Bowling

Greet.„

Captain  Jett,   in  his  testimony  at  the  Conspiracy  Trial  about  six  weeks

lai,er,   said  (4)     that  when  hc,   Ruggles,   and  Bqinb±idge  I.eached  Port  Com7ay,   I.:onda.y,

Ai)ril   24th,   they  saw  a  wa.Son  a.i  the   ferry  wharf .     T`lThen  they  cane  near  a  young  nian

got   out   of  the.wagon,   but  they  paid  no  attention.to  him,   passed  on  by  and  \'i'ent  do`un

on  ther  wharf  itself .     TJhile  standing  there9   the  young  man  f ron  the  wagon  car,`e  toward

them  and  inquired  to  what   command  they  belonged.     Ruggles  replied,   "1,+/e  beloiig  to

Li:osby's   co}una.nd."     The  young  man  then  se.id,   "If  I  am  not  inquisitive,   L]ay  I'ask

where  you  are  going?"       Capt8.in  Jett  replied,   "That's  a  secret."

The  officers  theri  noticed  another  man  get   out   of  the  wagon.     They  asked

the  youngJman  to  vfhat   cormnand  he  belonged  and  he   answered:   ''To  A.P.   Hill's  Corps",

and  further  expla.ined  that  there  -i-rer.e  two  of  them  by  the  name  of  Boyd,   i.hat  his

brother   had  been  itJounded  do'u7n  b©1o-i7  Petersburg,   and  aLsked  if  the   of ficers  would

take  thei-;'i  out   of  the   lines.     "-.Jj'on't  you  have  a  drink?"     inquired  the  young  I.ran,   but

the  offer  \'.'as  declined.     After  further  talk,   the  young  man  touched  Jett  on  the

shoulder  and  said  tha.t  he  1.t,.ould  like  to  speak  with  him  alone.     He  then  ventured,   ''1

suppose  you  are  raising  a  comirand  to  go  Southt"     arid  expressed  a  desire  to  go  along.

The  captain  replied,   ''1  carmot  go  with  any  man  that  I  don't  know  anything  aboui;."

At  this,   the  young  man,   who  did  not  seem  very  self -possessed  and  \'fas  greatly  agitated,

said  in  a  trembling  voice,   "'i<,re  are  the  assa'jsinators  ojJ'  the  President,"  art.d  then,

pointing  back  to  v7her©  his  brother  was   standing,,   he  said,   "Yonder  is  J.  7`..Jilkes  Booth,

the  man  \`ij`ho  i`:illed  the  President."     Captain  Jett  was  so  confounded  th=,i.t  he   did  not

make  any  reply.     Bnggles  iras  near,   and  was  told  the  ne\[rs.     Booth  then  car!ie  up,   and

Herold  introduced  himself  and  Booth  under  their  o`-in  names.     Booth  said  that  he  had

not  intended  to  tell  i,-Jho  they  were.     It  was  testified  by  Captain  Jett  that  Boo`-uh  had

"I.let.B."  tattooed  on  his   hand.   (5)

i.injor  Ruggles  in  his  stor.v  of  the  meeting  (6)     said  that  Booth's  coolness

-"\tJounded,   desperate  and  at  bay,"-won  their  adi`iiiration  and  they  decided  to  help  him.

I
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":H:is   f&ce",   as  R\uggles   described  hi-in,   "\7as   hagggLrd,   pinched  Hith  suffering,   his

dark  eyes   sunken9   -but   strangely  bright,   and  though  he  had  shaved  off  his  mustache,

upon  his   lips  and  face  vi-as  a  beard  of   some  ten  days  gr.owth®"     "Booth  and  Herold

.   both  seemed  to  be  the  Tjorse` for  their  exposure  and  hardships  of  the  past  few  days."

and  "Booth",   said  Ruggles,   "wore  a  black  soft  hat,   dark  clothes,   one  cavalry  boot--

the  one  on  his  wounded  leg  having  been  cut   of f --and  his  weapons  w-ere  a  carbine,  ti,7o

revolvers,   and  a  kni,fe."

Lieutenant  Bainbridge  in  his  version  of  the  meeting   (7)     said  that  C&.ptain

Jett  was  well  acqunint©d  in  Caroline  County  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and

told  Booth,   -\7ith  the  approval  oi`  himself  and  Ruggles,   that  he  v7ould  find  a  place

of   safety  for  himo     "God  bless  you,   sir,"   said  Boc+uh,   \r,'ho  according  to  Bainbridge,

not,.,.r  thre`,I/  of f   all  I.eserve  and  becar+rie   quite   cop.unu.nicative.

"Over  his   shoulder.a,"   said  Bainbridge,   "drooped  a  long  gray  shawl ,-.,'t'hich

he  said  had  served  him  \iJell  in  covering  the  telltale  initials   'J.i.!'.B. I   done  in

India  ink  on  his  right.  hand.     These  letters  he  showed  to  us  to  establish  his  identity.

Str'ung  over  his   shoulders  by  a  long  strap  were  a  -p&ir  of  large   field  glasses,   \rt'hich

he   said  had  not  been  of  much  use  to  him,   because  he  had   'been  i-orced  to  keep  under

cove.r  too  much. '"

The   ferryman  was  now  I.eady  for  them  and  with  the  aid  of  Ruggles,   Booth

mounted  that  officer's  horse  and  tog.Other.  the  party  \rJend  over  to  Port  Royal,   a  village

opposite  Port  Com'.,Hay.     Bainbridge  said  that   ''Booth  sat  squarely  on  his  horse,   1oolcing

expectantly  tov7ards  the  opposite   shore,"  and  that  -t=,'hen  the  boat   struck  the  \ifharf  he

exclairied,   "I'm  safe  in  glorious  old  Virginia,   thank  Gods"   (8)

Captain  Jett   f irst  asked  a  Port  Royal  woman  if   she  Could  take  in  a  i.7rounde-d

Confeder.ate  soldier  for  t-`7o  or  three  dayso     She   consented;  then  afterward  she.said

she  could  not.

Herold  had  said  that  he  wanted  the  of f icers  to  help  get  Booth  farther  south,

but  they  refused  with  the  explanation  that  they  did  not  have  the  facilities.   (9)

Failing  in  their  atteripts  to  f ind  a  place  f or  the  fugitives  ifl  Port. Roys.i,
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the  five  I.len  started  toward  BovJling  Gr.een.     About   four  o'clock  t}^iat  afternoon,

after  riding  about  three  rniles,  they  reached  the  gate  of  a  lane  leading  back  about

a  qu.after   of  a  mile  to  the   far.mhouse   of  Richard  H.  Ga.rrett,   two   of  whose   sons  had

been  Confederate  soldiers.     It  wa,s  decided  to  leave  Booth  there  if  possible,   \'fhile

lferold,   \.rho  wanted  to  buy  a  pair   of . shoes,   should  continue   on  i.;'ith  the  three  Con-

federates  to  Bowling  Green.     Jett  and  Ruggles  accol.ripanied  Booth  up  the  Garrett

lane.        Herold's  parting,   according  to  Ba.inbridge,   was   "1'11  be  .|.;ith  you  soori,

John,   keep  in  good   spirits,"  to  which  Booth  replied,   "Ifave  no   fear  about  me,   Her.old,

I  am  among  friends  now."       He  then  followed  "at  a.  gallop  &fter  Jett  and  Ruggles,   \Ti.ho

wel`e   far  in  advance   of  hin'!."     They  introduced  "i.:r.   Boyd"  to  the  Gar.retts  and  "after

&  little  persuasion  were  allowed  to  leave  hirri"  .and  returned  to  the  gate  \7here  they

rejoined  the  wzLiting  Bainbridge  and  IIerold,   T7ith  whom  they  continued  to  Bowling  Green®

Bainbr.idge  and  lierold  stopped  that  night  near  that  town  at  the  house  of  a

}`'II.s.   Clark.     Ruggles  and  Jett,   however.,   went  to  the  Goldman  hotel  in  Bowling  8r.een,

where  Jett  had  a  sweetheart,   the  daughter  o±.  the  proprietor.

The  next  day,   Tuesday  the  Z5th,   Herold  spend  part   of  the  day  in  Bowling

Green  and  tiien  .\-t.itli  Bairibridge  and  Ruggbes  went  back  that  afternoon  to  th€`  Garrett

place.     They  bade  Herold  goodbye  at  the  gate  ancl  \.tent   on  their  -`-.ray  toward  Port

Royal.     Just   b€rfore  r.ea.chins  Port  Ro]gal  they  met  a  soldier  of  their  f ormer.  command

\f/ho  -i-trar.ned  them  that  if  they  did  not  have  their  paroles,   and  did  not  want  to  be

captured.   to  turn  back,   ";Tor,"according  to  Ba.inbridge,"the  soldier.`said,      'the  town

is  full  of  Yankees  in  search  of  Booth,  who  they  say  crossed  the  I`iver  yesterday."

Bainbridge  and  Ruggles  tur'ned  iirmediately  and  rode  posthaste  -back  to  Garr.ett's,

where  they  found  Booth  lying   on  t,he   lil.1,vn  in  front   of  the  house®     .`.,'hen  he   recofr.nized

them,   Bainbridge  said  that  he  arose  and  hobbling  toward  them  asked:     "i.'.ell,   boys,

\'7hat's  in  the  -.-,Tind  now?"       They  told  him  that  the  enemy  was   on  his  trail,   and

advised  him  to  seek  shelter  in  the  't`7oods.     Bainbridge  in  his  statement  claimed  that

he  remember.ed  pointing  to  a  thick  piece     of  \:foodla.nd  some   distance  from  the  house,

•t+;+i;
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cind  saying:   "Booth,   get.  over  there  at   once  and  hide  yourself."     Booth`promised

to  do  as  they  advised,   said  goodbye  and  told  them  that  they  could  be"assured     of

one  thing ,...``ilkes  Booth  iu'/ill  never  be  tat:en  alive."

The  two  Confederates  themselves  then  rode  rapidly  on  to  safetry,   for

they  realized  that  it  might  be  fatal  to  be  captured  in  coxpany  with  the  pursued

assassins.     (lo)

l{1ordav  afternoon,   April `24.-,   1865,   \'7as   "clear  and  plec`sant  along  the

Rappahannock  Valley-.     The  trees  \r7ere   just  budding  and  the  air  wa.s  touched  iLvith

i:'1e  balminess  of  spring."

i,Irs.   Richard  C:-arrett  and  the   second  son ,...'-illie,\r/ere  away  for  the  day

at  the  home  of  relatives  in  the  neigi'iborhood  and  John  was  lying  dovf'n.     Richard

Garrett,   the  father,   sat   on  the  front  porch  `.'+-hile  near  him  inside  the  house  at

an  open  \'7indow  t./ere  lfate  Garrett,   his  oldest  daughter  and  her  2.uterrial  aunt,

I,I:iss   I-iolloTf.ray.

It  was  into  this  doriiestic  scene  that   John  ..rilkes  Booth,   the  mur.derer,

made  his  \7ay.

On  the  I.oad  from  Port  Royal,   three  horses  carrying  five  I-.ten,   suddenly

cane  into  view  and  upon  ar`riving  at  the  gate  leading  into  the  Garrett  lane,  they

stopped,   then  the  gate  was   opened  and  three   of  the  men Tj.ere  seen  to  continue   on

to  the  house.     As  they  rode  up,   the  father  ar.ose  and  was  addressed  by  one   of  the

party,   "This  is  Hr..  Garrett,   I  presume?"

Upon  receiving  an  af f imrative  reiJly,   the  speaker  introduced  himself  as

`.Jilliarn  Jett  and  the  man  on  the  horse  behind  him  as   "John  .i,rilliaLifi  Boyd,"  a

Confederate  soldier.  "vJho  had  beeii  wounded  near  Petersburg."     Jett  then  asked  lyir.

Ga.rrett  to   "take   care   of   his   friend  Boyd"  until  ','`,`'edr``esday  morning,   T,Then  he  promised

that  he  \'/ould  call  for  him.       To  this  Richard  Garrett,   \-rho  ]rad  a  reputation  f or

hospitality,   readily  consented  and  John  .'J-ilkes  Booth,   the  wounded  Lrran,   dismounted.

'','Jith  the  aid  of   crutches  he  made  his  \.ray  across  the  porch  and  "took  the  seat  I.:r.

Car.rett  held  just  vacated,"  while  his  Confederate  off.icer  companions  re'uiounted  and

I I :REH



.'  .   ..fat

-6-

joined  their  waiting  cori-irades  at  the  gate.

Booth  f ound  the  Garrett  house  a  plain  but  neat  and  substantial  farm

d\.,Jelling   of  two  stories  i-.rith  wide  porches   on  each  side  and  a  srirall  proch  at   one

end.     In  the  yard  were  several  buildings;  a  c&rriage  house9   a  barn,   a  tobacco

house,   a  kitchen,   used  also  as  the  dining  room,   a  couple  of  corn  cribs  and  one  or

t\F`ro  other  snrall  out  buildings.

The  fariily,   he  soon  learnedo   consisted  of  Richer.d  Garrettg   his  wife,

four  sons--Joha  (Jack),   age  24;     i.fillia.in  H.   (-+Tillie),   20,   -both  recently  returned

froni  the  Confeder.ate  army;     Baynham,   10;  Robert   7;     two  daughters,   r7rate  age  22  and

Annie,   19;     also  a  sister  of  li,':fs.   Garrett's,   i,:iss  La,B.   Hollo¥v-ay,   age  33,   a  college

graduate  and  a  teacher.

Soon  after  Booth's  arrival,   Richard  Garrett,learning  that  he  had  not

had  dinner,   asked  lfate  and  I`,.Eiss   Holloway  to  get   him  something  to  eat.     Tt,itnen  it

was  reEidy  he   conducted  him  to  the  dining  room.     After  the  meg.i,   Ga.rr.et-{  and  Booth

1.rj-ent  again  to  the  front  porch,  \r/nile  the  tiu!/o  girls  returned  to  their  seats  before

the   open  window  'tr.rhel.e  they  were   "priiicipally  engaged  in  sewing."     The  reHrainder   of

the  afternoon  was  spent  in  talking  "mostly  about  the  war  and  the  surrender  of  Lee"

but  a.ccording  i-o  i.'|ss  Hollo+`.Jay,   "no  mention  was  made   of  President  Lincoln."

I.ate  in  the  afternoon,  i.:r..  Garrett  excused  himself  and  went  into  the

yard  "to  direct   some  .\-,rork®"     Booth  was  sitting  at   some   distance  from  the  girls,

seemingly  in  a  deep  reverie.     Suddenly,   a.ccording  to  1`,'Iiss   Holloray,   he   said,   a.s

if  talking  to  himself,   "The  ship  has  gone  do~t.`m,   don,rn,   never,   never  to  rise  again."

Then  he  looked  around  abstractedly  as  if  unconscious  of  the  presence   of  any  other

person  and  I.epeated  the   speech.     I,{iss  Hollo\'7ay  asked  him  what  he  meant  and  he

replied  that  the   ''South  had  gone  do`i.-in  never  to  rise."

Booth  again  returned  to  the  por.ch  after  supper  and  sat  there  1,./ith  the

family  uni;il  bedtime,   \77hen  Tf.ith  John  and  V\~jJillie,   he  wend  upstairs  to  their  bed-

room  and  sle`pt   "in  a  bed  to  himself   on  the  `'Jest   side   of  the  room."

J^`Lfter  bre&kfast  the  next  mol.nin3,   Tuesday,   April  25th,   Booth  once  more

I
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took  up  his  position  on  the  f r.ont  porch.     It  wa.s  noticed  by  the  farnily  that  he

preferred  that  loc3.tiom  to  any  others   doubtless  due  to  its  sweeping  view  of  the

road  to  Pctrt  Royal.     That  mornin;,   Booth  asked  for  a  rcap  of  Virginia  and  \7as

given  a  "map  of  the  United  Sta.tes  tj'fuich  hung  on  the  wall"   fr.om  which  l'Jiss  Holloway

sta.ted  that  he  traced  a  map  of  Virginia.

That  noon,   John  Garrett,   -vFrhen  he  reJu-uurned   I-ron  the   shoemakers,   broke

the  ne`=7s  of  the  great  reward  offered  for  the  capture  of  Lincoln's  assassins  and

the  subject  becarfle  one  of  general  conversation  at  the  dinner  table.     The  probable

motive  of  the  assassin  cane  up  f ol`  discussion  and  one  of  the  Garrett  daughters

expr.essed  it  as  her  opinion  that  the  "perpetrator  ha,d  been well  paid  for  it."    At

this  Bdoth  turned  to  her  and  \-./'ith  a  srriile  said,   "Do  you  think   so,   1``,tiiss?     By  whom  do

you  suppose  he  was  paid?"     "Oh,   I   suppose  by  both  the  l`clorth  and  the  South','  was

the  reply.

''It  is  my  opinion,"  said  Booth  "that  he  was  not  paid  a  cent,   but  did  it

for  notoriety's   sake."          "Gra.cious,"   said  TLTillie   H.,   the  second  son,   "don't   I

wish  he  1,7ould  come  this  way  and  I  could  captLi.re   hit-fi!"       Booth  turned  to  him  and

s&id,   ",-jrould  you  betray  hini  for  $100,000  if  you  coriid?"     "I  would  indeed,"  the

young  i.ng.n  r`eplied,   "$100,000  is  a.  great  lot   of  money."     (11)

The  family  left  the  table  ari_d  Booth  a.gain  started  for  the  front  porch.

}\irs.  Garr.ett  asked  him  whether  he   ir,rould  not  like  to  have  his  wound  dr.essed,   lout

he  replied  in  the  negative  and  continued  on  to  his  ''observation  post."    l`iLliss

Holloway  remei-.ibered  that  at  this  meal  she  "saw  letter.s  on  his  arm  done  in  India

ink" .

In  1920,  i~./.H.  Garrett  told  the  author  that  during  the    time  he  was  at

th.eir  place,   Booth  "complained  about  his  leg  bothering  him  gLnd  linped  arou.fld  on

sonie   home  made   crutches."

About  the  middle   of  the  afternoon,   \fiJhile  ?ooth  T/ith  several  of  the

family  were   on  the   fr.ont  porch  steps,   ti.7o  horsemen,.   one  with  a  man  behind  him,

were   seen  8.ppr.oaching.     Booth  becariie  very  much  excited  and  asked   Jack  GarreLut  to
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get  a  revolver  he  had  left  upstairs.

The  men  stopped,   hot,..,'ever,   at  the   outer.  gate   on  the  road  a.nd  the   one  -\-7ho

`i/as  riding  behi`fi.d  dismounted  arid  caj'iie  toward  the   house  wliile  the   other  i-v'7o  rode

on  to"Jard  Port  Royal®     Booth  evidently  recognizing  the  appr.oa.ching  fit).:ure,   showed

relief  and  \-t-hen  Jack   (aoha)  Car.rett  asked  \.rho  it  waLs,   he  replied,   "Oh,   it   is   one

of   our  men."     Jack  inquired  what   he  meant.     ",-jrhy,   one   of  those  ..i./ho  crossed  over

the   river  i`T,'ith  us,"   answered  Booth.     Booth  walked  off  and  met   Her.old,   the  i-{-lan  who

\'ras  coming,   about  midway  between  the  house  and  the  gate  and  there  they  remained

f or  I.ully  half  an  hour  in  earnest  conver.sation,   after  .`.:rhich  they  carre  to  the  house.

Not   long  aLfterw&rd  the  t\'.Jo  men  who  had  left   Her.old  I.ode  back  hurriedly  to  the

house  and  Booth  and  Herold  talked  priva.tely  i-/ith  them.     They  told  Booth  and  Herold

that  they  had  better  make  good  their  escape,  as  Federal  troops  were  crossing  fl.om

Port  Conway  to  Port  Royal.     Then  they galloped  off  and  Booth  and  Herold  walked  to

a  thicket  near  the  bar.n  and  into  i:/hich  they  \'Jeut.     T.his,   say  the  Gar.retts,  was

the  only  time  that  Booth went  out  of  sight  of  the  house.

After.  Booth  and  Herold  had  gone  into  the  thicket,   and  "at  about  a.n  hour

before   sundoi.r/n,"     some   of  the  Garretts   saw  Federal  troops  go  dashing  by  on  the

way  to  Bowling  Green.     So@n  Booth  aLnd  Herold  returned  and  the   father  said  to  Booth:

"i7hy,   you  did  not  stay  very  long;   you  could  not  have  gone  very  far."     To  this

Booth  replied;     "I  did  not,   but  as   far  as  I  wanted  to  go."     Jack  Garrett  then
\

asked  Booth  and  Herold  `.-/hy,   a.s   ex-Confeder.ates,   they  should  hide  tl`iemselves   from

Feder.al  tr.oops  since  the  war  was  over.     Booth  rei]1ied  that  he  did  not   "care  &bout

meeting  any  of  them  &ny.i/ay."     Ja.ck  Garrett  pij.zzled  by  the  actions   of  Booth  and

Herold,   resolved  to  rna.ke   some   inquiries   in  the  neighborhood.     `\.-.'hile  he  v7as  gone,

according  to  1`,`{iss  IIolloway,   ''Booth  stood  at  an  apple  tree  about  two  yards   from  .the

porch"  and  talked  to  the  father  and  "whittled  on  the  tr.ee  i.rith  his  knife."    He  cut

the  initials  :'J.`i'i'.B."  on  a  limb  of  the  tree  i7hich,   however,  were  not  noticed  until

after-\vard.     I-Ie   stood  .I:rhittling  f or  ten  or  f ifteen  I.iinutes,   says  li:iss   rlollo-i-7ay9   and

then  sat .upon  the  steps.    .I/hen  Jack  Garrett  returned  he  had  learned  that  the  tr'oops

grx,          J
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were   "in  pursuit   of  two  Conf ederate  .soldiers,   one   of  .\.7hom  was  wou.nded  and  the

descr.iption  that  T,[7as  given  of  them  corresponded  exactly  \Fjith  tha.t   of  the  tv7o

men  at  his  father's  housea"     He   said  to  Booth,      ''You  know  what  you  have  done..

No-iT,   if  you  have  gotten  into  any  difficulty,   you  must   leave  at  once,   for  I  do  not

wand  you  to  bring-any  trouble  on  ny  aged  father."    Booth  replied  that  they  had

got  into  a  "little  brush  over  in  haryland,   but  it  was  all  over."

In  the  evening  after  ,supper, 'Booth  and  IIerold,  with the  family,   sat

upon  the  pol.ch.     Booth  requested  Jack  Garrett  to  take  him  to  Guinea's  railroad

station  the.t  night,   and  offered  him  ten  dollar.s  for  the   service.    +.r,Then  asked

why  he  't.fished  to  go  to  Guinea's  station,   Booth  replied  t'hat  he  had  hear`d  there

was  a  ConfederaLte  i.faryland  ba.ttery  near  Louisa   court   house,   iA7hich  riad  not   dis-{

baLnded  arid  if  he   could  rea.ch  that   he  would  be   safe.     Jack  told  him  he   could  not

take  him  that  niE:ht,   but  would  the  next  morning]     Booth  then  offered  him  one

hundred  and  fif±y  dolla.r`§  for  his  horse,   but  Jack  refused  to  sell  it,   saying  it

w&s  the  only  one  he  had.     Booth  then  agreed  to  be  taken  the  next  morning  a.nd  gave

Jack  ten  doll&rs  in  advance.

1L-,Then  i?he   hour.  carie  to  retire,   Booth  inquired  of   Jack  Garrett   if  there  was

an  outhouse  in  which  he  could  sleep.     ;isked  why  he  1.r/ished  to  sleep  in  an  outhouse,

he  said:     "I  would  rather  not  go  upstairs."     He  was  told  that  he  could  not  be  made

cortifol.table,  to  which  he  replied  "that  anyt.7here  \i.,7ould  do  rather  than  to  ha+e  to  go

up stairs . "

In  Tt,T.H.  Garrett's  statement  to  the  author  in  1920,   he   said  that  he  and

his  brother  did  not  want  the  men  Luo  stay  in  the  house   for  they  had  decided  that

something  was  wrong  and  were   quite  sure  that  t'ne  two  men  \:;'ould  make  an  atte}ni]t  to

steal  their  hor.ses.       Finally  Booth  and  Herold  \EJere   conducted^ to  a  large  tobacco

}`}ouse  -I,I,/hich   stood  in  the  yard  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  f eet   from  the  dwelling.     In

it  w&s  stored  a  quantity  of  furniture  belonging,   it  i§  said,  to  some  Port  Royal

people.          Booth  an,d  Herold  entered  this  to.oacco  house   or  barn  and  o.ne   of  the  boys

locked  the  door  for  they  thoughtu  the  men  intended  to  steal  the  horses  and  escape.
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Zfate  Garrett  and  I.I:iss  Holloway  remained  dn  the  porch  a  short  while  after  the  men

left,   and  then,   going  into  l`:rs.   Garrett's  room,   i ound  old  i`,:r..  Ga.rrett  lying  across
®

the   i oot   of  the  bed  asleep.     He  had  been  complainiiig   of   f eelin3  un``7ell.     He  had

not  heard `the  conversation  of  Booth  in  reg&rd  to  the  tobacco  house,   and  therefore9

did  not  know  that  they  were  there.       Jack  and  iJ,trillie  Garrett  then  ar.ned  themselves

and  wend  to  spend  the  night   in  a  corn  cl.ib  opposite  the  tobacco  house.

About   2  o'clock  the  next  morning,   -¥+i.ednesday  April  Z6th,   the   family  wer.e

aroused  by  ''the  clanking  of  arms  and  the  heavy  tread  of  men  p&ssing  up  and  doom

the  porches."    They  soon  discover.ed  that  sentinels' had  been  placed  "at  every

door  and  i`7indo\tJ"  and  that   "the  yard  was  \=rell  filled  \.7ith  soldiers."

The  events   of  this  I.:onday  and  Tuesday,   April  24-th  a.nd  Z5th,   as  described

soon  after  they  transpired,   in  a  signed  statement  addressed,   ''To  the  Editor  of

The  New  York  IIerald"     (12)     by  lfr..   Richard  Garrett,   the   father,   are   ol^   special

interest  because  of  the  details  given  l``'£r..  Garrett  wrote:-

"This  man,   whom  I   arid  all  my   fartiily  looked  upon  as  i.`ir.   Boyd,   a  1.`',rounded  Con-

federate   soldier,  was  taken  at   once  into  my  house.     tie   supped  -L-b'ith  my  fariily,   and

slept  that  night   in  one   of  my  upper  rooms,   in  1,tfhich  my  sons,   Joha  i,:.     (This-is

John  'i`/.   in  the  a;T.   Records.)   and  i.Tilliam  H,   ancl  two  sma.ller  children  slept.

my  family  the next  morning

aJveftisem.ent-.-  i`hi;  -ri:n: -`wih-6--~w;;r;.t  ~fi.; table_,   re-

=fii,koend#itarhseh¥3ufdee:°:#:rv£,b#unt:#:?ri§eedh:£hhae'afr8
that  the  man  who  committed  the  act  had  been  arrested

¥th|i:gj|fih'nig§:;r:ig#iooii§f;i:::cite:¥ji]iji£:.!ii#ii;jjj
r_ala-about the time of the John Brown

i::¥eiehjs:jif£:#:§ar:tatdr°ar;:::g
man.
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~-r`-I-h-adnever
of but one Booth

aso:ti].actfir;aynodu:8::gshjn;twwhagE8y!:

i;g::;{i:it:idt;;y:if::hi:ag;a:`.:e.w¥T:line:i:j!

r::v?e]ia::Zion;;:fy:sramidhaeg::;ttotu:[ifij#et¥:i

i:,ei£#:na:tfts:h:°u:#:§d:i:tit:?]]nigafn:I;jug:::i;ti§
done the act.    Some two  or three hours

\av::aradtj#£nr%r'mtawn°r±¥:enng8:nhj::rsoenbeacok£.

#iE!',oh?:f:awnldpaia:ig.i?£eg;iri;:ift::ri:a;:;::i

F¥a;H:rise;fmja:.;dc?:t¥tis::::¥oo|?ii??n:!:::Te:;i
conversation.

=si:r:se:!,::niaonf,etifr;:g:gd.:e:ri,;::g:v:eifrF.pei:dh,e;:i:tawgi:was:erf

i#jo!:§j:;°o:;:£:;§a::;#i::::i;iicj;i;I:iii::::a:t(P°rtR°yal,and„u

:h3j:£e8:e:t;tn:8:;:r:tvfe:debt¥u°bs°:?=6::e:,:di
Eetsuar£%edtot°hrmyywaerd;ho¥iyds::tat:;
surprised   if   those   forces   were   in  I

i§id:;;;t2t?hh;=;%;'nt:h¥:ae;d;ri;::tudessdou°;:i

t:i:iee¥;i:;i,:bi!e{r;eep¥;:I::ea;e;::::::t°ip;§!;:::

were  sent  down  from  Fredericks-
burg  to  endeavor  to   capture   the
thieves.    Soon  a.fter  this  the  Fed-   ;

i:o:u:se:,:tr?i,pch%s:s#:n:se:s:%dae:b:ysf::(
to have been  stolen.~--TZ[ifeTrT|H5-16FEE5-iTa3seldi
Herold went to the woods aid brotight his

;;i.S.:L;.:i:'t£§:;1:I:l¥i?:;wei{npt;:;je;CSS;;;:-air;:=r;|%pi;it¥iui;i;i
courtFri;a,` at whiff

I riend back to

said  they  were  anxious  to  get  a-  coni;-a-y`:a;;--to---6ia-rf
e they heard there

:-::-::--:i--_--::---::::-:i-:-----:-=:_--:-:::----:::::---::::i-::_::-:i-::_-::::::i::::-:;-:

were a good

--`----:-is.-;--±-e:5`!:-:i'±--:,-i-:-::----,i..I--i
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_#tuFifiT,gFmrm=y:gfi#inTifn_::_

;;i;;:;:oiiiii;;;t;x:g:£:fii:t:ii:i::;:r;t:::t:sti,'if:

!o;;i::i::g.t::¥i[;¥th:I:i°;£:?d:rg;i:i:d£:he;3*;
ficers  went  to  the  house.     About  two

¥:I:ntiobt5hfeEHjg=3!€+°y::ddoa€S.:o.jn[ar¥ia:SLSo¥e:n:rd#nat:i

i;a`i§jig:.!A%;:p:::{e;:ie:gi:rpe%ifmpi:::€:iiii;i#%;:;:C;d;;h::;:!shij

ii:|I;ri:I::h:i:;I:;¥:i:je¥;i?:!e:ei]pE!ri:i:Paist§i:;Vdij!:n±itt§::s;#;;

The  remainder  of  i,Jlr.   Garrett's     statement  will  be  quoted  after

the  activities  of  the  -pursuing  party  have  been  I ollo\-fed  from  Port  ComrEiy

to  the  Garrett  home.

John  Garrett,   the  oldest  son,  was  sworn  and  examined  at  the  Surratt

Trial,   Tuesday,   June   Z5,   1867,   by  the  District  Attorney.      (13)

"Do   you  know  John  t,'Jilkes   Booth?"     he  `',ras   a.sked.

"A.     Yes,   sir.

"Q.     State  i` -,,.'hen  and  where  you  first  saw  him.

"  A.      I   saw  him  at  my  father's   house;   I   do  not   remer!iber  t.+ie   date;   two   days,   I

think,   before  he  was  killed  there.

1'   q.      TL.i-as   he   &lonc,    or   was   he   with   Some   one?

"  A.      He   was   i.-.rith   some   one.

"   Q.      Who   was   he;   do   yoLi.   know!

"  -v'JITNESS,      Do   you  -wish  to   kno\7  who   he   was   brought   there   by?

''   hip.  _1E[ILSOEL      `Yes



Darkmg  ol  my  Cogsviolent I  arose  Iropr  lny  irea  ar)a
went to  the  window, -and  I  found  the  house  surrounded

;3ya.iijig:i:d:e3pi:€ie:iiie:g:dlrpe;i:iimp!:::!:i::n;;u:?:gh%;i;ijid;if!shij

ij::;it,?ii:h:Fii:g!!i.e:!th;!ifie:e::p5!reir:::ngist!:;vd:i;::nfoeit,;|s;#i;

The  remainder.  of  I.,fir.   Garrett's     statenend  will  be  quoted  after

tile  activities  of  the  'pursuing  party  ha.ve  been  i ollo`r7ed  from  Port  Conway

to  the  Gar.rett  home.

John  Garrett,   the  oldest  son,   was`swor.n  and  examined  at  the  Surratt

Tr.ial,   Tuesday,   June   25,   1867,   by  the  District  Attorney®      (13)

"Do   you   know   John  -```tilkes   Bootlr!"      he  i.I.rag   a.shed.

"A.      Yes,    sir..

''AJ

"q.      State  \L7hen  and  \T,There   you  first   saw  him.

I   saw  him  at  my  father's   house;   I   do  not   remerj`iber  the   date;   two  days,   I

think,   bcfore  he  was  killed  there.

"  q.      1,I-as   he   alone,    or  -was   he  with   some   one?   ,

'`  A®       He   was   i.-/ith   some    one®

"   Q-.       '`jJho   was    he;    do   you.   kno\E.7!

"  -w'€JITRESS+      Do   you  -wish  to   knot.v  who   he   was   brought   there   by?

=aj;iB`i6a[j8,  ~>   "  }rlr£_ *ILsol\L r._  Yers.      ~

"  A.     He  was   brought  there  by  t\-ro  men  by  the  name   of   Jett  and  Ruggles.

"  i'S.     Sta+ue  briefly  and  distinctly  v/hen  he   came  therea   wher.e  he  wend,   and  what   he

did®

"  A9      I   saw  him  when  he   rode  up  to  the   house.

.    "   'd®      Do   you   remer:iber  the   day   of   the  mt>nth.

"  A.     I  do  not;   I  think  it  was   on  i-'j-ednesday.

"  3.     At  what  tir_qe   in  the   day!

"   A.     In  the  afternoon.

"   t2.      TiJa.s   he   on   horseback?

"    A®        He   was®
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//Q.     Describe  the   hor.se   he   I.ode.

//
A.      I   cannot;   I   do  not   remember  the   horse;   I  was   lying   doi.-,'n  at  the  time   he   caLI[ie

up;   I  heard  the  dogs  b&rkin=;   I  rose  up,   looked  out,   and  saw  him  dismounting

from  the  horse;   I  do  not   r.emember  what   kind   of  a  horse   it  was®
/'

Q.      `tiiJho   was   i;fith   hid?

'/A.     Ruggles  and  Jett.

''Q.      Any   one   else?

"  A.      No   one   else.

''
Q.      Did   you   know   Herold?

'`A.      Yes,    sir.

'`Q.      When  did   you   see   him?

"  A.      He   ca!iie  the  next   day.

Q.      State  wha.t   Booth  did  after  he   car!ie  th9re*

"  A.     I  don't  knoi`v  a.nything  in  particular  that  he  did.     He  iema.ined  there  the   first

ni€';ht;   he  was  not  there  the   seconil   ni.r,:ht.

''Q.     Did  you  observe   his   condition  physically,   his   limbs   a  etc®?

"  A.     He  was  very  lane.

Q.      What  was   the   matter;   do   you  lcno\T?

A.     He  said  his   leg  was  broken.     I  did  not  examine  it.

a.     He   remained  at   your  house  the.i  nil?ht;   what  did  he   do  the  next  day?

A.     He   remained  about  the  house;   I  do  not  think  he  \:`/ent  away  at  all.

Q.      How  long  did   he   I.emaLin  in  the   house?

A.     I  don't  know;   I  was  not  at  home  during  the  day.

Q.     You  came   home  at   ni=ht!

A.     I  saw  him  at  dinner.
''Q.

Was   he   there  then?

(I    A.      He   ura.a.

',
Q.     How  long  did  he   stay  there?

''
A.     lie  rerrrained  until  after  dinner;   then  some  cavalry  came  along,   and  he   left  the

hous I.or  a  sho`rt  v,'hile,   and  I  think  returned  again.
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Q.     \'/here   did   he   go?

//A.      I  do   not   kno\i/  where;   he   could  not   have   gone   far8   bec&use   he   came   back  very

shortly®
/},

Q.      Did  you   see   him  leave  the   house?
//  A.     I  did  not.

''/
q®     I)id  you  see   him  return?

t

A.      I   dido

Q.     '.i/hich  way  did  he   return?
''A.     From  the   direction  of   tiiLe  v7oods,

//a. ``pva.s   Her.olci  tllere   at   the   time?

/'A.      He   wa.s.

„Q.

/'

/,

I/

n
I

F'

',

When   did   he   come?

A®      He   carne   in  the  afternoon.

Q.      Did   he   go  \out   v;it=i   Booth!

A.      He   dicl.

Q.      And   car:ie   ba.ck   ```,..ith   him?

A.      I   don't   know  v+-hether   he   did   or`  noto

Q.      How'  long   tiid   Booth  remain  the-seconcl  time   he   cane?

A.     I  do  not   know  ',*-.'hether  he  entered  the   house  tile   second  time   or  not;   yes,   he

did,   and  took  supper  there.

Q.     Vi'hat   did  he   do  after  supper?

A.     After  supper  he  T.i/ent  to  the  bar.n  and   sta#d
=it=f=±±+faehsimatLEtelulpr#rse£=::Se£=}

''      a.     At  wha.t  time  was  tha.t!

/rA.

there  until  the  cavalry  carne.

I  do  not   r'emember  at  who.t  time   he  went;   the  usii.al  bed-tirlic   I   suppose.

Q®      Who   went   T`,Tith   hirii?

1\.        A.       Herold.

'/a.
Stateg   if  you  please,   what  a.rticles  Booth  brought,   and  .`vhat  }Ierold  had  with

him,
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//
A.      That   I  do  not   knot/.      I  remember  Booth  haLd  a  pist.ol   or   pair   of  pisJu-ols,   a

bowie-knive  and  a  field-glass®
/

/
//

',

Q.      ^'`!`7hat   did   Herold   have?

A.     I  think  he  had  a  car`bine;   I  am  not  certain  about  that.

Q.      How  did   Herold   come;   on  horsebacl=   or   on  f oat?

A.      He   came   on   foot.

'/   Q®     Exaniii.e  thL'.i  glass,   (.field-glass  exhibitedg)   and   see  if  you  ever  saw  it

beforea
/,

A.     I  carrot  testify  that  I  ever  saw  this  glass;  I  have  seen  one  similar`  to  it.
/A    Q®       Where?

''  A.     At  my  father's  house.

Q.     State  whether  the   one  you  sa-\`f  Booth  ha.ve  was   similar  to  this.
®

/
A.     Simile.r  to  this;  yes,   sir.

•,..

a.     Did  it   have  a  case?
+

A.     Yesj    sir..       `

a.      I`/-iTher.e   did   you   see   it   last?
.',

A.     I   sziw  it  at  my  father's   house,   in  Boot-h's  possession.
`.,1

a.     Did  he  take  it  \7ith  him  to  the  barn?
•r     A.      I   don't   know;   I   suppose   not.

•,.r    Q.

•'`r

A.

/rQ.

£rA,

/'Q.

A.

Q.

How  long  did  yoti  iha,ve   it   in  the   house?

I   don't   krior,r.

Did  you  see   it  there  after  Booth  was   captured?

I  did  not,'

Describe  the  carbine   rlerold  ha.d.

I   could  not;   I  did  not   e}camine   it.

Did  they  have  any  other  articles?

I  think  they  had  a  la,rge.shah-Jl.     I  do  not  know  which  had  it;   it  was  in
•J1~

their  possession.
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(6)       £±±±±±±irLr,   January  1890.

(7)       ±e=1|±±r¥,   January  1890.

(8)        ££±a:tL±±=]£,    Janua,ry   1890

(9)                 According  to  i.fajor  Rnggles'  narrative  in  Tic£±±±=][,   January

1890,     The   fer.I.y   (between  Ports   Comrray  and  Royal)   '`-/as   ouned  by  Rolling,

but  the  scow  was  run--that  is  poled  across--by  a  lfegro,   Peyton  ',Tashington.

(1o)                  At  some  time  or  other  iriost   of  the  Garr.ett  farnily  ha:ve  told  the   story

of  the  steiy  of  Booth  and  Herold  at  their  home.

I  have  compared  the  statements  of  Richard  H.  Garrett,   the  father,

rade  in  a  letter  to  the  New  York  Herald  soon  after  the  events,   i.`.,-ith  the

Surratt  Trial  testimony  of  John  1.:.  Garrett,   one   of  the   sons,   anci  ```-t-ith  the

story  told  to  the     'i'/riter.  himself  in  1920  by  :u`j'.H.   Garl`ett;   another.` son,

`   who  had  been  intervie-i'/ed  by  a  'frriter  for  the  Philadelphia,   Pa.   Press    a.nd
the   stor.y  as  T7ritten  by

the   story  published  in  their  issue   of  April  1?„   1896,/  }`.:iss  L.B.   Hollow,'ay

a  sister  of  1.:rs®   Garrett  \i/ho  was  living  -i.,'ith  the  Garretts  at  the  time,
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and  the  testimony  of  Lieutenants  .i)oherty  and  Baker,i   Colonel  Conger.  and

Sergea.rrb  Boston  Corbett,   of ficers  of  the  pursuit,   the  testiniony  of

Captain  Jett  and  the  stories  told  by  the  ne}nbers  of  the  Garrett  family

to  i2j'.N.     ®'kTalton,   who  visited  them  t\'jo  weeks  after  the   captur.e   of   Bootb

and  \'/rote  the  story  f or  the  New  York  Herald®

In  addition  to  the  statei-!ients  of  the  father  and testimony  of  the

sons,   John  Garrett  the  oldest   son  and  i`iiss   Holloway  pr.epa,r.ed  carefully

detailed  statements   of  the  movements,   actions  and  conve`rsatiops  of  Booth

during  his  t`.i/o  day  residence  at  the  Garrett  home.     }iugh  a.  iiiddleton  and

George  A.   i.1:cl{ie  \7ent   otrer  the  Garrett   staterjients9   compared  them  carefully

and  published  the  results  in  the  jingusta,   Georgia  ChronicLE,   April  18,   1897.

(11)     E£±±±4£±]2E±£± E=£±E  April   12,1896.

(12)     Lincoln  ;Scrap  Book,   p.60-61.

(13)      S.T..p.302-3


