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The  Trajedian

SOURCE:     Tbe  Players,   16  Gr&nercy  Park,   New  York  City

BCOK:          ''llotable  Players  of  the  Past  and  Preserit"  which  is  composed  of

biographical  articles,  carefully  pasted;  clipped  from  "The  New

Pork  Clipper",   1910-11.
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CAPTION:   John  Wilkes  Booth

After  mentioning  his  very  early  life  it  stated  that  he  pre-

vailed  upon  his  brother-in-lav,.,  John  S.  Clarke,  for  a  stal`t  on  the  stage

and  that  soon  lat,er:

..... "he  made  his  debut  as  Richmond,   ir`  ''Richard  The  Third"  at  the  St.

Cbarles  Theatl.e,  Baltimore,   1855.     He  was  favorably  received  and  gave

promise  oi.  1.uture  excellence.    He  appeared  on  the  stage  at  stated  in-

tervals  fol`  about  two  year.s.     On  the  15th  ol`  August,   1857,   be  becthle  a

regular  mea`iber  of  the  Old  Arch  Street  Theatre  Company,  eit  Philadelphia,

and  made  his  first  api)earance  there  under  t.he  assumed  nalie  of  ''John

Thiikes"  as  secorid  i-.task,   in  nBeij.e's  Stl`titegem'',   and  remained  at,  tbe

theat,re  Qul.irk,   i,he  season.     His  I.eason  £`or  changing  his  name  from  Booth

to  "'ilkes  was  because  he  was  doubtful  as  to  his  meeting  wit,b  that  success

which  his  ambit,ion  had  pictured  for  him;  also  to  keep  the  none  of  Booth

from  anything  but  brilliant  success.

"During  the  season  he  appeared  in  a  v€+I.iety  of  Characters  and

became  a  general  f±|vorit,e  with  t,he  audience.    The  next  season---1858-9,

he  vi.ended  his  via}   down  South--became  a  member  cil.  the  jtichmond   (Va.)

Theatl.e,  and  so  rai]id  was  his  Progress  in  the  dramtic  art  that  we  find

hin  playing   some  of  Shakes_oeare' s  most,  pl`ominent  characters.    He  became

one  of  the  6redtest  favorites  in  the  theatl.e.



(ci`-;ntinued)

''At  the  commencement  of  the  se:ison  of  186C;-61  he  started  out

on  a  starrint,  tour,  visiting  nearly  all  the  prir-cipal  cities  in  the  South

and  Southv`-est,   playing  Romeo,  .-``iacBeth,   and  all  the  lettdim.  tl.ajedy  parts.

His  first  star  erkja.ement  v,-as  in  Septenber  1860,  at  t,he  Columbus   (Ga.)

Theatre,  uncier  the  mamt,emelit  of  fuldtt,.  Canning.     Tihile  iJerfoming  this

engagement  he  was  a.ccidentally  shot  ty  the  man&E.er,   Th.ho  y,`&s  handling  a

small  revolver  at  i.he  tiflie.

"On  ndarch   Ztl,186£,   he  F!ede  his   `oow  in  I`:ev,.  ltol`k  at  Ti'allack's

Old  Theatre   (Miry  Provost's),   and  appeared  one  I,.eek3€.     He  met  "ith  a

hearty  T,'elconie,   and  Th.as  looked  upon  is  a  vcr,`'   clever  trajedian.     FI'om  that

time  up  to  the  coinmencement  o£.  the  seaso{i  of.  1664-65  i`ie  fulfilled  star

eng-a6ements  throughout  the  country.

''Thhen  the  season  of  1865-64  closed  he  ret,ired  i.roJn  the  stng-e

and  speculated  very  extensively  in  t-ne  oil  regions,  and  aniussed  a  great

amount  of  money.     Hi`c:  retirement  v,rLs  owinf   to  a  bI.onchial  afl`ection

which  was  so  painful  that  he  could  not  act.    On  the  occasion  of  the

benefit  given  for  the  Sh&kespeiil.e  Monument  Fund  &t  the  'i.\-inter  Garden  on

November  :5,   1864,  he,   in  company  with  his  two  brothers,   Ed`-in  and  Junius

ai.peared  in  Julius  Caesar,   J.  V..ilkes  Booth  playing  M,|rc  /`mtony,   and  vion

considerable  a...tplause  for  the  excellent  rendition  of  t,he  role.    This  oc-

casion,   and  his  one  u'eek  at  V,`'allack's  Old  Thee.tl.e,   flere  the  only  times

he  ever  ai)pe&rect  in  .New  Fork.

''atr.   Booth's  last  appearance  on  the  st,a€;e  was  at  I''ol`d's  Theatre,

Washir€ton,  as  Pescdra,  in  Shiel's  trajedy  of`  "The  Apostate",  for  the

benei.it  o£.  John  wiccullouE,h,   in  .ilarch  1865.

---- ) ( ----

*  Booth  acted  in  the  iyiary.  Provost's  Theatre  froin  i'iiucch  17  to  L3`lst;   see  next

Pa6 e .



SUBJECT:     The  Two  New  York  City  Appearances  Of  John  V.ilkes   Booth

SOURCE:        The  advel`tising   columns  of  The  New  York  Times  in  nddrch,   1862
and  November,   1864.

THEATRE:     mary  Provost's,  formerly  the  Old  Wallack's  located  at  Broad-
way  and  Broone  Street.

Booth  made  his  first  aiJ[)earar`ce  in  the  City  on  hiarch  17,   1862;

he  acted  in  vaI.ic`us  plays  during  the  succeeding  days  ending  Eliarch  .7,15t

in  Richard  Ill,  one  of  his  most  I)oi.`ul&r  roles.       His  appeai`ance  consisted

of  the  following  per.formances:

.f{|chard  Ill
'1

.The  Robbers
''

.hichal.d  Ill
q

.Hamlet

.The  Apostate

.ELchardlll
'1

.idacBeth

.rthchard  Iil
''

He  played  the  leading  part  in  all  the  plays  including'  Charles

de  Mool`  in  The  Robbers,  Pescara  in  The  Apostat,e  and  Hamlet,  fiichard  and

jiiacBeth  iri  the  otliers.

A  sample  of  one  ol-.  the  ''ads"  follows;

March  19,   lb62,   Yiednesday:

nThird  Night  of  the  Triun.phantly  Successful
Erk>a5ement  of  the  Young   Trajedian,   J.   WILKES  BOOTH

Whose  Appearance  Has  Been  Hailed  With  the
GREATEST   ENTHUSIASM

Ey  Houses  cro"-ded  In  Every  Part  ---
Hundreds  Turried  AT,'ay  Unable  To  l]ain  Admittance

T!.EDN.ESDA¥   EVENING,    adARCH   19

Schilier' s  Great  Play'  of

THE  roBBErs

a,
Chrled  de  iiioor   .... J.   V``ilkes  Booth

A Sui?ported  ty  the  entire  streng-th
clf  the  Company

Due  Notice  Y.ill  Be  Liven  Cjl'  itepetition  of  RICIIARD  Ill"
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Occasionally  the  leading  feminine  role  was  mentioned  as
firs.  F`arren.     Booth's  name  was  always  featul.ed  in  "caps".

At  that  time  the  newspaper  consisted  of  eight  to  ten  pages

devoted  to  Civil  T¥.ar  news,and  activities  in  the  music  and  theatl`ic&l

field  was  t'covered''  once  a  week.     Pieferences  to  Booth  was  thus  limited

to  one  or  two  lines.
-0-

JOHN   WILKES   BOOTHIS      fnd   ArpEARANCE:

Theatre:     t-i`inter  Garden

Date:            November  25,   lb64.

This  was  mentioned  acoumtely  in  the  "sketch"  on  Jag.e  a.

Since  the  ''ad"  Th-as  one  of  the  larcest  theatrical  ''ads"  I  h&ve  seen

during  the  research  I  thout.ht  it  worth  }thot,ostating.


