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ALout  .the  first  of  April.   i865,  my Ooquny C.5rd    Hvy,Arty.14aLss  volls
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I  did  so  and was  exploysd  in  guarding  prisoners  who  were  sawing wood  and  also
going  down  to  Union  Town  looking  1`or  8oldier8  without  passes.   in  I.act  doing police
duty.    After  a  few  days  I  was  sent  down  to  guard  the  end  of  the  bridge  coming  from
Washington.  D  C  and  crossing  tile  East  Poto[nac  river  to  Union  To.wn.  ID.Th®  names  of
the  otli`.`r  men  on  tnis  same  duty at  the  Union  Town  end  of  bridge    were  Corporal  Sullivan
in  charge  of  tne  Guard  iind Private  Drake  and  Johnson.     I  cannot  remember  tire    given
names  of  tnem at  tlii8  late  day.    At  tne  `.t'ashLngton  end  of  bridge  was  a  detail  of  men
under  Serge  Scott.     I  do  not  know  the  names  of  tile  rest.of  ._is  detail.     On  the  morning
of  the  14th  of  April.  we  received  orders  not  to  pass  any  one  into  Wasnington  unless
it  was  for  life  or  deash.    We  iiad  no  rjrders  to  stop  any  one  coming  from \'i'asnington
as  tlie  guard  at  trrat  emu  of  bi'idge  was  8uppo8ed  to  ]mow  wno   tn®y  passea.     Now  to
explain  about  tnis  bridge.   it  ``v'as  qiite  a  long wooden  one.  not  in very  good  order.     The
gate  was  at  the  Union  down  end  of  bridge  and was  not  shut  only after  9  o'clock  at
night  tiien  opened  at  7:o'cloc±  in  the  moming.    Pnis  gate  shnt  up  against  a  post  set
in  the  ground  and was  t>uilt  of  very  heavy  timber  to  \.,'1th8tand  a  seigo.    Wiien  sniit.   it
closed up  against  a  block  house  tliat  was  built  to  protect  tile  guard  in  case  of  a  raid.
On  the  moming  of  the  14th  of  April.  as  DI.ake  and  myself  was  se `ting  down  on  a  log
tiy  the  sldo  of   the  road  ,   two  men cane  along,   they  started  to  go  by,  when  I  asked  them
where  they were  going.     They  said  only  looking  around.    Well`f  I  said  ,   you  cannot  go
across  tile  bridge  it  is  against  order8`to  allow anyone  to  crosB  that  looks  to  us  as
su8piciou8  persons.     I  asked  t{iem  i.or  tiieir  names  but   they wo.uld  not  tell  me.    `'jell.
if  you wont,  vv'e  small  hold  you  uiitil  we  ftet  ¢jrders   to  li.t  you  go.  a8  the  off icer  in
command  del.e  is  over  to   the  city  but  I  tliink  tnfit  you.  itointing  to  Booth,  are  the  actor
that  I  riave  seen  your  photo  of .     Ilo  then  said  tJlat  I  was  right  and  tnat  {Lis  com..-finlon
was  Herold.    While  talking with  them.  a  soldier  came  along  on  norse  back.   I  had-seen
him  bet.ore  when  Ire  rode  by  one  time  with  Gen Auger,   he  was  one  of  [iis  aides,  a  oa¥it.
but  I  do  not  ]mow  ids  name.     Ho  w`anted  to  ]mow what  tne  trouble  was.    Booth  took  nim
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aside  and  they  talked  for  some  tine,   then  the  caiot.   says  that  tney are  alright,  I  spoke
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I)rake  about  it  and  he  said we  do  not  take  any  orders  from  nim.  only from  Dana.  \'/ell
rode  off.  Before  going.   ne  made  some  reml.k  to  Booth wnich  I  did  not  near.    About

or  3  o'olock  a  orderly  from  Headquarters  came  across  tne  bridge  and  gave  Corp  Sullivan
a  order  to  let  the  men  go.    We  did  so.    We  thought  that  was  kind  of  funny  but  we  had

::s°€:yb:I:::: *e:tb; :;::::ka:A:i.n±8£:nw:o:i:nt:s8::e I:3fe::ai: ::n: :?cg:Zd;s He
Jonnson was  on a  pass  and would  not  get  back  until  midnight.    Just  as  we  were  getting
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and  told  us  not  to  let  any one  through without  tne
load     We  tliought  tnet  stmnge  for  it  was  the  f irst  time
since  we  were  at  the  bridge.    \'i-ell  about  rialf  past  ten

osclock  I  was  lying  down  in  tee  block  iiouse  `',.ith  the  door  open,  when  I  heard  a  norse
coming  across  t[re  bridge  on  a  £`.allop.     Jui-.t  then  Drake  who  was  on  ±n  Post  ,   sang  out
\`/alk  that  norse.  as  it  was  against  orders  to  trot  across  as  the  b±idge  was  old  and
aJna]ey.     Ilo  did  not  stop  so  I)rake  sang  out  again.  dan  you,  walk  that  horse  or  I  will
fire  at  yoti.    By  that  time.   the  corpc)ral  and  myself  a-irang  up  and  taking  my gun  in my
hand.  Istepp®d  into  the  doorway.    Just  then  the  man  rode  up    I  saw  that  it  `'.'as  one  of
the  men  that  we  let  go  ln  the  afternoon.    I)rake  says  whore  are  you going  .    He  said
out  into  the  country.    What  oountrve  he  re -.,. lied.  [.8.    Drake  said.   I.I.B.  Wiiat?"    He
said  q}  a  Road.    He  then wanted  to  }mow  if  tnere  had  been any  one  tiirough  bef ore  he
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ca`qzp    i.e  told  ulm  ''No".     Ilo  6aid  he  is  a  dan pretty  fellow.    V/ell.  I  cannot  wait.
So  Corporal  Sullivan  said  "I)emond.  help  open  tiro  gate."    I  did  8o  and  he  put  spur.s  to
his  horse  and  rode  away.    In  a  few minato8  after we  heard  aga.in  anotner  norse  trotting
across  the  bridge.    Drake  made  him walk  his  norse.    Wren  he  came  xp  fro  wanted  to  lmow
if  a  person  had  gone  through.    We  told  him  ''Yes".    He  said  that  ne  veg  a  pretty f ellow
a8  {io  promised  to  in?et  me  aere.    Well.   he  was  asked,  wiiere  are  you  goingB    He  said'T.B."-   2L  `    ¥-£o:¥opneB:::d:oW:n:e:o:m*trL:¥d aTTg±¥tk::::dacL:o:: €ce¥r¥=:. ±8sg:n¥ ::unt:n#t.

mounted  8oldier8  came  trotti}ig across.    We  then  leaned.  for  the  first  time  of  the
assassinatioa  of  the  President  too  late  to  stop  them.  Oh.  if  I  only ]merw  of  lt  before
we  opened  tne  gate.   they never would  have  got  tty for  I would  have  snot  them  as  quick
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next  place  was  he was  at  the  other  era  of.`bridge  and  the  g`rards  at  t.nt  ends topped  dim.
In  reLrards  to  the  I.eport  6f  Dana  th€it  he  aad  removed  the  guards.   it  i8  all  wrong.    We were
there  tLjjat  night  and was  not  relieved until  the  16th when  I  got  orders  to  return  to  my
Coxpany.    No  guards  were  on  the  bridge  after we  left  as  the  war was  ended.

If  I  have  omitted  anythizig  you will  f ird  it  in my letter  to  I}4rma.    I  saw him  talking
with  an  officer  on  the  b±idge  but  do  not  ]mow who  it was..   At  this  late  day  it  18  vij.ry
hard  fco  me   to  remember  so  far  back.    As  I  am69  years  old,  was  18  when  this  happened  on
the  night  of  the  14th  of  April,  1865.

Frederick A  Demond

I,ate  Private  Co  C  5rd  Iivy Arty Mass.  Volls.


