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I,7r.  Bates  arrived  in Enid,  ol£1ahonra.  January 22nd,  ±#winch  is  deter-

rfuned  fl`om  the  fact  that  he  got  Dunount's  and  Brown's  statement   (Bates  peLge  278}   on

the.t  date,   the  first  day  lee  was  in mid.    He  al'rived  in EI  Reno.  about  65  miles

south  of  Einid  the  nig:rLt  before  January  21st.   {Ba,tea  page  Z5±)     He  Claims  be  was  de-

1ayed  due  to  mashouts  on  the  I-'risco  System  between lk:emphis  and    Enid.     Since  l[r.

Bates  wentto  Einid  by may  of  EI  Reno, and  t:fie  Frisco  lines  do  not  run  thl]ongh E1  ~deno,

bu't  the  Rock  Island  -ti.Pi.  has  a  direct  lilie  fron I\,temphis  to  EI  Reno  and  then  from

EI  Reno  to  Enid,  ue  Can  safely  assume  thit  tE-iis  was  his  route.    ri':fie  running  time

from  NIem:`ihis  to  EI  Reno  is  twenty-two  ]ionrs.-fran  EI  Reno  to  Enid,tyro  hours.

Neither  tj-Le  IElen-!:,`his  or  EI  Renc)  pt.pees  fran  Ja,n  15tji  to  25th,   1905   report  wEisFionts

on  either  the  Frisco  or  Rock  Island  lines, so  whatever  \rasi-io'uts

were  not  of  enough  importance  to  mention.

here  may  i-rave  been

.A|1ov.ring  twenty-±`our  iiours  delay  for  vreshouts  would  start  F\ir.  Bates  f ron

Mempj-|is  Elondagr  night,   January  19th,  give  ri±m  forty-eigfit  hours  for  wisiiouts  and  ie

ooilld  FEve  started  Stind&y  everi.ill.g  ulfter  tile  i,I.enpiiis  Ocrmercial  .ippeiil  story  about  .

D.E.  George  appeared,  art  have  easily made  it.
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\TJe  are  fairly  safe  in  assurfiing  i;hat  far.  JBbes  got  his  f irst  inform,tiozi  about  the

t:|e  suicide  of  David E.  deorge and  trj.e  claim  tL_.t  ire  rag  John  ¥,!ilkes  Booth  fr`un

t,be  Sunday morning  Fdemphis  Ccrmerclal  Eippeal;   J&nurry  18

rtlr.  Bates  says   in  I-tis  bock(peges  254-262):     t'I  vy-as  met  at  tile  Einid  depot

by I.Ir.  Brotim,  .the  cleHc  of  tie  hotel  nemed,   w=-ro  inl-ormed me  that  my  coming  mas  aTmit-

ed  v,'ith  great  amrLiety  by  a  large  and mucl`\-e==cited  tkrong  of  people  from  widely  lo-

cated  sections  of  ti-je  country,   and  Chit   tiiere  T.=cAs  a  large  n:umber  of  old  i:`ederaE 1  sol~

diess  in  t}'ie  city.  wrio,   it  i-fad  I)eon  whispered  about.   intended  to  take  tr-ie  body  into

tjie  streets  and  burn  it,   if  it  should  be  identif led as  that  of  Jorm  T7ili<=es  Booth.

(}i,?I.  Permi=]an  letter  July  8,   1921:   "Hothing  to  this  burliing  dope.")     ._e  suggested

thit  I  register  -under  in assumed mama.  and  ti-Jab  I  should  play  tile  role  of  a  drm[mer

for  a  furniture  hc,nse.  carryirig as  a  specialty  fecither  top mattresses,  saying  that

as  fit.B.  Road  wiLs  the  p®ss\T;ord  I.or  Booth  at  tile  Potomac  bridge,   so  feather  top  mat-

tresses  i+,+ds  I;o  be  tie  prssword  which  `-7onld make  lne  -rmo\7m  to  hip.  Permanan,   who  wTas  a

1ar5ng  furniture  dealer as  well  as    roprietor  of  the  undertaking  establislment  and

morgue  of  tF.e  city  wrere  the  body  of  Booth  lay  in  s-bate.     `It  w*s  estimated  that

more   t]=an  fifty  ti--Ious,_-md  E-len.   women  and  cl--iildren  lrad  -v.ievv'ed  t}-,e   body  of   Booth.    {Efin...
Pemiman  in  his  Sit2fipyside  stor3r  estipetes  that  ten  thousand  ga;w  the  body  during
the  first  two weeks. )

Ethe   crowd  I-.ad  gro`m  so  great  that   tl-.e  doors  tt:`i  tij.e  morEgiie.±iad  .to  be ;closed,   as   it  seem-

ed  t}jat  the  place  would  be  acti2ally  picked  to  i-iieces  by  tile  souvenir  I.unters;     they
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i.rid  cut  u}-j  t]..e  carpets,   rugs,  ourtdins.   si,.ades,  furniture  and  everytr,ing  else  in

t-fie  I.jouse  ccmvenient  at   .;ke   time.

'l\r'`e  ind  .i..ilelity  of  time  to  talk  on  the  way  fran  tire  depot  to  the  GrEind

Avenue  I:iotel,  as  it  seems  a  pa,rt  of  tee  plan  in   blre  -`t-j'est  to  looci,te  true  depots  as

far  from  the  town  and  hotels  as  :1-jossible.   to  add  as  mich  inconvenience  ®!.nd  expeBse

as  ti:Le  traveling  putlic  cinn  stand.   I  sni:ipose.     £ifriving'  at  the  i'ioterl  i'7e  fou]rd  a

large  crovrd  of  e.vLcited men  in  earnest  conversation,  but  sol;,rmin€g  every  passenger

who  entered  t=_e  hotel.     I  walked  up  to  the  desk and.  registered  as  Charles  0.Cormol',

of  iiew  Yofi£  City.    ^is   I  tuned  away  I.ron  the  register  a  `-I.Tall,   `vell-dressed  young

man  i;'1anced  at  tke  name  and  I  could  not  i-.elp  a  r!uiet  smile  at  his  disgust  when  ]ie

read  the  name  I  had  ji].st  written.    ulid  I  smile  even  not/ wl-.`.en  I  recall  the  toll.

dark,   olive-com=-jleoted.   black-eyed  reLpoi.ter.   1't-ho  expressed  such  cctntempt  in  j]is  man-

ner  as  iie  3`1anoed  at  tl`.e  insiimi±.ictmt ]'ran with  so  e2E;1ted  a  mme.     i,e  was  on  a  .-.ot

trail,  bu.a  so  far  away.     If  , e  is  livingo`  not,   I  :-.o_T]e  he  will  re_.d  t2iis  Story  and

learn  liovy-well  he  jud£'ed  hismcm,  and  tiidt  I  nov,i.  fo-i.`give  him.

'!.ifter  being  dusted  off  and  otherwi.se  perfecting my  toilet,   I  TrEil]±ed  into

the  spacious  breakfast  room  of  tirj.e  i..otel,  i=;here   I  w=as  again met  bfr i,:r.   Brown.  who

joined me  at  a  i7rivate  table  s;pecially  i3repared  and  removed  from  the  other  guests

in   t;_e   rocm.



"Isr  this  time  I  T7as  vrell  on  to my  job--necessity being  tie  mother  of  in-

ventictn--I  lrad  early made  my  plans.  and  said  to  inr.  j5rown.   in  the  most  familiar way:

•.„ell,   Brcrm.  how  did  you  like  treat  last;  firmiture  sliipped  you  by my

house?    l„'e  i-Lad  to  skirl  ti-_'e  feather  mattresses  out  from  Cincirmati,   not  having   I;iien

in  stock  in  ifew  York.   ulrd  hope  ti-.ey  :f`)roved  entirely  satisfactory.     fro  are  amKious

to  iriatn`j&in  our  already  estaiblished  re:}'jutation  in  the  '`,.eat  for  correct  dec-,ling.    Es-

peoially  do  I  hope  those  light  walnut  snitesO  whicii  I  personally  inspected  before

ski_nnent,  were  satisfactory,  and  that  no  fault  could  be  found Tf-ith  t}-len,as  tbey

were  of  patterns  a  s]`F`ecialty  by  our  leading  designers.W    Tiien  in  an undertcme  I

asked  Broim  if  ti-je  word  "designers"  was  t:rLe  cc)rrect  thing  in  tbis  cormeotion.

"D ---- if  I  ]mo.,7,tl  iie  re::31ied  in a  vJjiisper.     Ti-ion  in  a  i.leis-nt.  rmtural

tone  of  voice.   audible   tc)   t;I.7.ose  present.   iF¢  siiid:     'lThe  shipment  mtide  ut3  by  your

house.asaT,Tiioie,insbeenentirelysatisf..Ct°ry.ant-'-F%.e,;jj£L;:=D;§§§§§§§§}§£e,„`}irfro/

were  by  fai`  t;;-ie  besfc  of  tiieir  kind  in  the  marfet.     By  tire  way,   „.8.   Perm=un.an^wLmts

to  carry  t:rjose  mattl.esses  in  this  maHsot,  iind  it  T7',uld  be  well  for  you  to  see  liim"

"T2jak  you  very  muc!i  for  ti-iis   information,   .rd  since   I  donlt  ]aiow  :rLis  lo-

caLtion  in  ti_e  city  I  s.I,*11  trouble  you  for  directions  a=  to  how  to  find  :-Jim    I  s±rall

certciinly  olll  on  hi!m  tile  very.firsc  tiling.

"By  t -_e  v7ay,   Brovm,   wi_at   is   ti-*e  meaniii_f3.  of  iJll   tbis  excitement   in  tot-in.?E=_---------



Is  there  a  widely advertised  cirons  or  an election    goirig  on9    I  asFLed,   tumimg  to

E=

-,

I.iim.   s:-,owing  snri3rise  in  botiri  voice  and manner.

±fNogtt  }iLe   said,    ''it   is  on  account  of  t=Fie  siiicide  at   this  ho-Gel  tile   otlier

day  of  a  man  wiio   is  su.T>posed  to  be   Joi'm  i,:'ilkes  Booth."

"Yesg   I  hulve  read  something  of  that   in  tFie  newspapers. during  t}-ie  ,T3±Lst  few

days,"  I  said,   Ilbnt  did  not  suppose  a  report  of  ti+-Lis  chjracter  would  create  the  pres-

ent  state  of  excitement.     ant,  from iFhat  I  read  in  tire  nei?Jsp:±pers.   I  thouLglit  Booth

killed  himself  at  EI  Reno.tl

"lto.   Booth  lived  at  El  fono,  but;  trilled  i`iimself  in  this  place,  Einid.''

ltls  this  all  a  farce?e*  I  askedo  but  at  this  junctthrs ELF.  Brown qus  eaned

to  tile  office  and  I  finished my  breakfast  in  silence  hind  alone.

IIGaining  tj:-Le  information  as  to  the  location  of  _r``ermaman'sAplace  of  business,

I  at  once  ueji.t  to  tie  store  Gf  t.a  underta]aer  and  fTirmitnre  dealer.    On  entering  the

store  I  saw a  number  of  clerks,   ulll  btlry.    it  tile  Center  desk wtis  _  iri-.ndsome  marl  of

thirty-five  or  forty;  but  wi-Jicj-_  of  t=.ese  men  was  Permaman., to  v7i'iom  I  was   to  talk

feather  top mattresses,  wE®s  my  proposition.     I  sized  up  ti-ie  men,  calked  over  to  the

center  desk,   introduced myself  as  CEjarles  oI0ormor  and  inq.mired  for  i=r.  T'enrrmnan.

Tile  gentleman  before  me  ac2moT71edged  }iimsel±-  to  be  tire  man  ir2q~nired  for,   and  I  told

liim  that  I  i#ras  representing  one  of  t:r±e  lGa±gest  furniture  houses  in  the  ELst:  tfiat
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we  mad.e  a  specialty  of  fe.+t±=.er  top mattresses,   and  I  wollld  be  glad  to  make  a  date

with  kin  to  present  ti:'e  merits  of  the  line  of  goods  oarriei"  by my f irm,  i;nd  invited

riim  to  call  on me  at  the  eomnercial  parlors  of  tie  Grand  rfuverme  i=otel  &t  any  hour

convenient  to  riim,  ``,there  I  would  ta]re  pie,ifrstire  in  presenting  samples  and  prloes.

vrfuich  I  t}iought  would  prove  attractive.     `[=e  told me  he  was  then  tguite  busy,  but  asked

ti-iat  I  be  Seated,  and unlatci`iing  the  gate  to    tfro  railing around  his  desk,  be  invited

me  inside  and  i3ointed  to  the  papers  on  tire  ta,ble.    Ekis  done,   h©  excused  iiimself  and

wit:r.  a  polite  indiffere2ice  to  my  presence  i]roceeded with  I-Lis  letter  writizig.   (It,ar.

Pemiman  in  his  letter  of  July  8.   1921  in  tinswer  to  tfo  `T.uestion  ''Is  t:'.ere  amy`G+iing'

at  all  to  Batesl  story  t-i.at  ie  i±`ipersonated  a  fumitnre  salesmanS?"    wrote      "feebly.

yes . „

''£s  a matter  of  faot,   triis  table  and  clrair  iliad  been  i31aced  t±iere  for m®

in  anticipation  of my  coming.     `'i]be  pepers  were  tl;ose  containing  the  news  of  Boot}i's

suicide,   etcetera9  as  Well  as  i)i-Lotogra-i3hs  taken  of  Boot-h  a±`ter  death.     I  co.did  only

admire  tinis  deliocite  way  of  f+.irnisi_ing  me,  unobserved,   ti;a  meLLns  of  idein.tifyilig  tile

body  of  Booth viti-lout  actually  seeing  it,   if  it  should not  be  opportune  to  do  so.

The  recognition  of  St.  Helen,   or  Booth,   in  tin_e  pictures  provided  mag  instantcJieous.

''On  the  b&cl±  of  tiLie  pictures  was  i"itten  in  a  small,   f ine  liaHd irith a

pencil:     ''Conoe`i.1  and  tei]se  t=riese  pie -,ures  Trith  yoTi  and  a..11  ny  attention wi-len  yon  de-

sire.     I  €an  bury,  you lmow.  and  must  not  be  armoyed  by you.tl

i


