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Ur. Bates arrived in Bnid, Oklahoma, January 22nd, 1921, wiich is deter-

mined from the fact that he got Dumowmt's and Brown's stutement (Bates page 273) on
that date, the first day he was in Enid. UTe arrived in El Reno, about 65 miles
south of Enid the nignt before Junuary 21st. (Bates page 25<) FHe claims he was de-
layed due to washouts on the Frisco System between liemphis and Enid. Since lir.
Bates wentto Enid by way of El Reno, and the Frisco lines do not run through El XHeno,
but the Rock Island HZ.Re. has a direct 1ine.from lemphis t0 El Reno and then from
El Reno to Enid, we can safely assume that this was his route. Trhe running time
from Memphis to E1 Reno is twenty-two hours=from E1l Reno to Enid, two hours.
Neither tne NMemvhis or El Reno pupers from Jon 15th to 25th, 1903 report washouts
on either the Frisco or Hock Island lines, so whatever was“outs%here may have been
were not of enough importance to mention.

Allowing twenty-four hours delay for washouts would start lMr. Bates from
lMemphis llonday night, January 19th, give him forty-eight hours for washouts and re
could have started Sunday evening .fter the llemphis Commercizl Appezl story about

D.E. George appeared, and have easily made it.



Ve are fairly safe in assumning that lir. Bates got his first information about the
tue suicide of David E. Georgeq and the claim th..t he was John Vilkes Booth from
the Sunday morning lMemphis Commerciul Appeal, Jenusry 18
Vr. Bates says in his book(pages 254-262): "I was met at tie Enid depot
by lir. Brown, the clerk of tle hotel nemed, wio informed me that my coming was await-
ed with great anxiety by a large and muclh-exeited throng of people from widely lo-
cated sections of tie country, and that there wus a large number of old rsederal sol-
diers in the city, who, it had been whispered about, intended to take tre body into
the streets and burn it, if it should be identified as that of John Wilkes Booth.
(Mr. Penninan letter July 8, 1921: "Nothing to this burning dope.") .e suggested
that I register under un assumed mame, and that I should play the role of a drummer
for a furniture house, carrying as a specialty fe.ther top mattresses, saying that
as T.B. Road was the password for Booth at the Potomac bridge, so fe?ther top mat-
tresses was to be the password which would make me knovmn to Lr. Pennamen, who was a
large furniture dealer as well as vroprietor of the undertaking establisiment and
morgue of the city where the body of Booth lay in state. It was estimated that

more than fifty thous:nd men, women and children had viewed tie body of Booth. (Mr.
Penniman in his Sunnyside story estimates that ten thousand saw the body during
the first two weeks.) v

the crowd had grown so great that the doors to the morgue had to be :closed, as it seem-

ed that the plaee would be actually picked to pieces by the souvenir :iunters; they



had cut up the carpets, rugs, curtains, shades, furniture and everything else in
the house cmmvenient at the time.

e had plenty of time to talk on the way from the depot to the Grand
Avenue Hotel, as it seems & part of tihe plan in Lhe West to locate the depols as
far from the town and hotels as possible, to add as much inconvenience u«nd expense
as the traveling publie ecun stand, I suvpose. Arriving at the hotel we found a
large crowd of excited men in earnest conversation, but s;:annin\s: every passenger
who entered tie hotel. I walked up to the desk and registered as Charles (O'Connor,
of New York City. as I turned away from the register a Tall, weil-dressed young
man glanced at the neme and I could not Lelp a duiet smile at his disgust when e
read the name I had just written. 4nd I smile even now when I recall the tzll,
dark, olive-complected, black-eyed reporter, who expressed such contempt in his man-
ner as he glanced at the insignificent man with so exalted & name. Ie was on a Lot
trail, but so far away. If e is living now I hope he will re.d this story and
learn how well he judged hismen, and that I now forgive him.

" . fter being dusted off and otherwise perfecting my toilet, I walked into
the spacious breakfast room of the notel, where I was again met by l'r. Drown, who
joined me at a private table specially prepared and removed from the other guests

in tie room.



"By this time I was well on to my job-=-necessity being the mother of in-
vention--I had early made my plans, and said to lire Brown, in the most familiar way:

“\ell, Brown, how did you like that last furniture shipped you by my
house? We had to ship the feather mattresses out from Cinecinnati, not having them
in stoek in Hew York, «nd hope they proved entirely satisfactory. Ve are anxious
to maintain our already established revutation in the lest for correct dewling. Is-
pecially do I hope those light walnut suites, which I per;onally inspected before

shimment, were satisfactory, and that no fault could be found with them,as they

were of patterns a specialty by our leading designers." Then in an undertone I
asked Brown if the word "designers" was the correct thing in this connection.

"Dem=——if I know," he replied in a whisper. Tien in a pleasunt, natural
tone of voice, audible to those present, ne said: "The shiyment made us by your

house, as a whole, has been entirely satisfactory, and the feather top mattreoses

l« M W‘

were by far the best of their kind in the market. By the Way, “.B. Pennamannw;nts
to carry those mattresses in this market, and it would be well for you to see him"

"ronk you very muceh for this infommation, «nd since I don't kmow his lo-
cation in the city I shwll trouble you for directions as to how to find him I shall
certainly c2ll on him the very .first thing.

"By tie way, Brown, wiat is the meaning of all this excitement in town?



Is there a widely advertised circus or an election going on”? I asked, turning to
him, showing surprise in both voice and manner,

"No," he said, "it is on account of the suicide at this hotel the other
day of a man who is supposed to be Jolm Vilkes Boothe"

"Yos, I huve read something of that in the newspapers:- during the past few
days," I said, "but did not suppose a report of tihis chiracter would create the pres-
ent state of excitement. But, from what I read in the newspapers, I thouzht Booth
killed himself at E1 Reno."

"o, Booth lived at El Reno, but killed himself in this place, Enid."

"Is this all a farce?"” I asked, but at this juncthure lir. Brown was called
to the office and I finished my breakfast in silence und alone.

"Gaining the information as to the location of jennaman'gAplace of business,
I at once went to the store of t e undertaker and furniture dealer. On entering the
store I saw a number of clerks, «ll busy. At the center desk wus « handsome man of
thirty-five or forty; but whicr of tlese men was Pennaman,.to whom I was to talk
feather top mattresses, was my proposition. I sized up the men, walked over to the
center desk, introduced myself as Charles O'Connor and incuired for lir. Pennaman.

The gentleman before‘me acknowledged himself to be the man inquired for, and I told

him that I was representing one of the largest furniture houses in the East; that



we made a specialty of feutier top mattresses, and I would be glad to make a date
with him to present trie merits of the line of goods carriec by my firm, and invited
him to eall on me at the commercial parlors of the Grand avenue lotel at any hour
convenient to him, where I would take pleusure in presenting samples and priees,
wihich I thought would prove attractive. 'e told me he was then cuite busy, but asked
that I be seated, and unlateching the gate to the railing around his desk, he invited
me inside and pointed to the papers on the table. This doﬁe, he excused himself and
witlh 2 polite indifference to my presence proceeded with his letter writing. (Vr.
Permmimen in his letter of July 8, 1921 in answer to ﬁhe question "Is tiere anytiing
at all to Bates' story trat e i‘pérsonatea a furniture salesman?" wrote  "feebly,
yes."

"is a matter of faet, tnis table and chair had been placed thcre for me
in anticipation of my coming. The pupers were tlose containing the news of Booth's
suicide, etcetera, as well as niotogranhs taken of Booth after death. I could only
admire tunis delicate way of furnisiing me, unobserved, the meuns of identifying the
body of Booth wituout actually seeing it, if it should not be opportune to do so.
The recognition of 5t. Ielen, or Booth, in the pictures provided was instant.neous.

"On the back of tle piectures was written in a small, fine hand with a
peneil: "Conce.l and teke these pic ures with you and c¢.ll my attention when you de-

sire. I am busy, you know, and must not be annoyed by you."



