ZIEGLER’S

STANDARD
HARNESS

N order to introduce my special Long Tug Coach
Harness to the Undertaking and Livery trade, |
will ship, freight prepaid, subject to approval, a
set of the attractive, serviceable and durable long
tug Standard Harness, at the special price of One
Hundred Dollars.

Cash or Terms to JSuit,
WITH REFERENCES.

A good equipment is as necessary to the success of an undertaker, as
is his knowledge of the profession. If you do not drive, Mr. Funeral
Director, have your liveryman order a set of Standard Harness.

References: All first-class Funeral Directors in the following states:

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Maryland, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Virginia and Washington, D. C.

WRITE FOR ORDER BLANK.

ALBERT ZIEGLER

Manufacturer of Standard Harness.
ESTABLISHED 1867.

Warerooms, 1239 North 11th St., PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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THE STORY OF A MUMMY WITH A HISTORY.

Wonderful Experience of an Undertaker in the Southwest Who Embalmed
and Now Has the the Body of a Man Who Claimed That he was John
Wilkes Booth, Assassin of President Abraham Lincoln.

(Continued from our November issue.) one of the land openings, but traded it
Removing from Hennessey to El  for city property in Il Reno with a
Reno, in 1899, the subject of this article  man named Simmons and took part of

changed his name from George D. the balance due him in board. At the
Ryan to David E. George, took up his  Simmons home he met the lady who
residence at the Eustine Hotel, opened  afterward became Mrs. E. C. H: irper,
by whose identification the world has
learned to know him as John Wilkes
Booth.
Among other things Mrs. Harper has
this to say about him:
“He had always been well supplied
with money, the origin and source of

which no one knew, for from some myste-
rious source he received a regular remit-
tance. My acquaintance with Mr. George
led me to believe him to be a very differ-
ent person from what Iu represented him-
self to be as David E. George, the painter.
He was eccentric, and though he claimed
to be a painter of houses, yet he did not
work. He was possessed of a high de-
gree of intelligence, had always the bear-
ing of a gentleman of cultivation and re-
finement, and in conversation was fluent
and captivating, while he discussed sub-
jects of the greatest moment with learn-
ing, familiarity and ease. There were
very few people with whom he cared to
associate.  Generally he was gloomy,
though at times he would brighten up,
sing snatches of stage songs and repeat
Shakespeare’s plays in an admirable man-
ner. He was so well versed in these plays
and other writings that he would often
answer questions with a quotation. At
one time the young people of El Reno
had a play of some kind. One of the ac-
tors became ill and Mr. George filled
the place to the great admiration and en
tertainment  of those who saw him.
When surprise was expressed at his abil
an account at the leading bank of the ity as an actor, he replied that he had
city and advertised himself as a house  acted some when he was a young man.
painter, although he took no contracts  Never do I remember his mentioning the
and did no painting. He drew a farm in  history of his past life or that he was

MISS LAURA IDA BOOTH.
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other than David E.
le thought he was
was about the middle of
had gone up town

George until the time
going to die—that
April, 1902. He
and returning went to

his room, and in about fifteen minutes
called for us and said: ‘I feel as if I was
going to be very sick.” Mrs. Beers, who

was with me, said she could see the pupils
of his eyes dilate and believed he had
taken mur];lnm Being uneasy, she got
him a cup of coffee and insisted that he
drink it. But when she suggested send-
ing for a physician, he roused himself
and in a peculiarly dramatic manuncr and

voice, and while holding a mirror before
his face, said:
**Stay; woman, stay. This messenger

of death is my guest, and [ desire to see
the curtain of death fall upon the last
tragic act of mine’

“He then asked me if it had ever oc-
curred to me that he was anything but
the painter of houses that he seemed to
he, and added that he had killed the best

man that ever lived. [ asked him who
it was and he answered: ‘Abraham Lin-
coln.’

“l could not believe it. T thought him
out of his head and asked: ‘Who was
Abraham Lincoln?’

““Is it possible you are so ignorant as
not to know," he asked. He then took a
pencil and paper and wrote in a peculiar
Lt legible hand the name, ‘Abraham Lin-
coln,” and said: ‘Don’t doubt it; it is true.
[ am John Wilkes Booth.'” :

Upon the arrival of the physician he
was successfully resuscitated and upon
his recovery he mentioned the incident to
Mrs. Harper, who told him he had told
her nothing of importance during the
time he lay so near the door of death, but
she says he seemed to know better.

With reference to her statements in
this regard Mrs. Harper went before a
notary public and made affidavit to them
and the original copy of this paper is now

in possession of Mr. Bates.
George told the ladies some fantastic
stories about his supposed wealth and

at the time of his death, with these
stories in  their minds, Mr. Penniman
was considerably put about to locate these
properties. Among other things he said
he had six hundred acres of Indian land

in the Territory, and the undertaker spent
many days and considerable money in an
cffort to find it. In his effects was a hife
insurance policy for $2,500, written in
the New York Mutual Life Insurance
Company. This, too, proved worthless
Upon investigation it developed that the
first premium on this policy had been paid
by note and the note had never been
satisited. No premium at all had ever been
paid to the company on this contract, and
it was, therefore, null and void.

There was also among the papers in
his possession an insurance policy made
in the Uniform Rank Knights of Pythias,
and upon investigation this, too, proved
spurious. The Chicago office of the Rank,
where the name of every person who ever
becomes a Knight of Pythias is kept on
file, was searched and no name that could
be associated as that of could
be found among the

After hearing all of these fantastic sto
ries about the wealth of the man, Mr
Penniman had himself appointed the ad
ministrator of his estate, and upon being
appraised it inventoried the magniticent
total of $12.

One of the most remarkable, as well as
the most interesting incidents connected
with the whole Booth story happened to
come to light one day, as Mr. Penniman
sat in his office working with some paper
on his desk. A young man came in and
in the most casual manner possible asked
if he could see Booth and was told to
help himself. This “help yourself™ busi
ness has gotten to be a matter of habit in
the Penniman establishment And the
voung man did help himself. He staved
so long that Mr. Penmiman forgot he was
in the house. Eventually he returned to
the front part of the building. where Mr
Penniman was still at his work, and, like
many another, sat down to converse upon
the matter that he had started out to in
vestigate

\s the conversation progressed Mr
Penniman discovered that the young man
was really worth while, and for a won
der hegan to warm un to the yvouth. Be
fore long he asked the stranger how it
happened that he knew so much about the
Booth matter, and it was then that the
boy's real identity was divulged. He

( ;U ITLC
records.
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handed Mr. Penniman a card, upon which @ ®  She expresses regret that her mother
was printed the name of “R. G. Nelil, 1s not here and says that her mother could
Representing the Benedict Paper Co,, complete the identification.

Be these things as they may, the chain -
of evidence is tolerably well linked to
gcther.  Still it is regrettable that the cor
respondence, pictures and marriage i
cense are not at this time available for

Kansas City, Mo.” But there was surely
nothing very significant about that, and
Mr. Penniman let the conversation run

n, meanwhile toying with the card in
 his hand.

Fine Hearse Mountings

MOUND ORNAMENTS

R ery interesting story > MOUND URNS publication, for thev would make a vers
A very interesting story developed ¥ :
from the interview. The “R. G.” of the RAILS strong assembling of documentary evi-
boy’s name stands for Richard Garrett, HANDLES ‘II"”"‘_‘ m ”I“‘ I“'I'l".” U'ifl‘] 15 I'“'lllm l{”t[li"rl]h
: > is a grandson of the man upon o prove tha 11s is the body of Booth.
&!Llf)slgtpll:lntlati:l: tl:c alli’ge(l capture ;nd BANDS Taken together with the physical marks
killing of Booth is supposed to have oc- ROLLERS, ETC. "'_1’Hlllt‘HIHl\'.'l-Htxll they I\WHM ?le]t'l mate-
curred. The story he tells was obtained FRINGES l"-l”r_\ to }’1_“_1|l:x]w|1 :'u lfht“".‘ and en-
from his mother, who was, at the time of TASSELS courage official investigation. ;
sassination of the president, a young y ['his body has the: bro ken leg, the \
lady li\-l_ng'] at home. lclm]n])a{f(l \[\;ith the HEARSE AND WAGON ;I’:ifl*f"‘rl“h'(lt(‘llIt]:‘lll_‘ \:\m:h\, l}]llki](lnrjillli;}(tl Ihm;;:r,
story ot the affair told by Mr. ates 1t ‘ 5 ) we 2 g eve, ¢
differs only in the minor details, and cor- LAMPS. ']\“:“" W II’;“';‘]' @l “Il“c"“]“t"i“ II"‘”""I‘I "”.l?h‘
Py swery fac . , 5 T - Jack o 1¢ Neck  and 1€ Nane writimg
roborates every fact set out by the Mem ol 8Lk 1]]-:[ e TRt v
phis lawyer in his works upon the subject ‘ Ak | : B 1 addition
So near are the two alike that it is un- to that we have the Booth characteristics,

necessary for this paper to deal with Mr.
Neil's version of the matter as it has
already been told in these columns. Neil's
story is important only as a matter of
corroboration and ‘in this nothing could
be more perfect.

Early in the history of this case there
came 1o light a voung woman who claimed
that she was the legitimate daughter of
the arch-villain, Booth, and she at once
took up a correspondence with Mr. Pen-

If interested write for Catalogue.
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White Man’f’g. Co.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

balming Fluid| -

the magnetic personality, the habits and
the Bocth stature. These and the many
identifications constitute a story that is
replete with interest and extraordinary
incident and embrace an experience that
s not given to ever, one engaged in the
undertaking husiness.

WITTIAM B. PENNIMAN.

Fears that Bubonic Plague Will Spread.

niman on this subject. On the day this \;.;l- ]«If.lll [.Ir"]\).:-‘zm:‘;l\ 1]151 w d;m:;_ r””rl ”1‘;
‘ . ) s e 0 onie  plague  is care 1
1s written she writes to say she has the Vashington. Conferences have heen held

necessary proofs of her mother’s mar-

between offleials of the Publie Health and

riage with Booth and that she has put Non-Poisonous Concentrated !\lx:(n:] \!l]llliip-i\“”] Si"i‘x\x‘i""l .””f’ <;f ri_m I1:1;.[.
them in the hands of-a lawver in the city iy S o T SOOI O

> 5 B 45 2 2 ste g o e disease. The situatio
of New York. with instructions ‘to push THE ONLY FLUID THAT GIVES oy l‘l;’.li]r.-n;‘il:\ s most .llill'llllin:.l ”l'r.]l,]‘
lier claims in the matter. This young disease, Which is thie bubonic plague- o
woman is Miss Laura Ida Booth, and she GOOD COSMETIC RESULTS India, which sweeps off its' thousands ans

nually, was introluced into San Franc
by rats. These rats carried fleas bearing

lN CASES OF the germs. These soon  infested the

ground squirrels, of which there are mil-

follows the stage. She is known as Mlle.
Alma and, af this date is playing in vaude-
-~ ville in Sherman, Texas.

Her claim is to the effect that Booth
left his home in Texas in 1872 or 1873
and married her mother in the mountain
country of Tennessee, but deserted her
before Miss Ida was born.  She, there-
fore, never saw her perfidious father and
is unable to identify him; but, neverthe-
less, has.a longing to see his hody and is
at this time endeavoring to make an en-
gagement with one of the vaudeville
houses of IEnid in order to be near the
body and acquaint herself with the facts
concerning his life before he came here
and the manner and circumstances sur-
wrounding his death.

[t is her opinion that he left a large
amount of money or insurance and she
has the suspicion that those in charge of
the remittance are trying to keep the facts

NPT -

JAUNDICE.

GERALD J.

Office, 113 W. 138th St.

NEW YORK CITY

frem her knowledge. And in order to
possess herself of his body and his effects
she has engaged legal advice. She has in-
terviewed Mr. Bates on this matter, hut
informs the writer of this, that her visit
was far from satisfactory.

In all her communications

Miss Booth

El Reno, Ok/a.,,/jjﬁf?@_% 9o

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

Pay to the Order of

%ﬁ/f&z./%r‘( o /r} ,

A CHECK DRAWN BY BOOTH, WHEN HE CALLED HIMSELF, D, E. GEORGE,

O’KEEFTE,

Laboratory, 120 W. 135th St.

lays stress on the claim that there is
property.  She cannot understand  why
Mr. Penn'man had himself appointed the
administrator if there was no proneriy to
administer upon.  She says she has direct
claim upon the estate. Leon Laski, her
New York lawyer, says she has her
mother’s marriage license and, in addi-
tion to this, Miss Booth claims the pos-
session of letters from her deceased par
ent, which will establish his identity he
cond reasonable doubt.  Her last letter
to the writer of this was written on No
vember 19, 1909, andgin it she asks:
“What had T best do with this hody? |
have been told you intend to kecp it.”
The idea that it is to remain permanently
above ground does not seem at all satis
factory, and ia another place she says,
“Send me the bill and [ will pay all the
necessary expensés.” It is her impres
sion that a scaled package was left by the
deceased which has not yet been opened
and that this package perports to he the
last will and testament in which she is
bequeathed the fortune supposed to be
long to him.,

owner, but with little or no success It
in this country as to be almost impossi-
GUARANTEED
OLD ONES MADE OVER
826-8 BROADWAY, NEW YORE
practienl, best tone, most dura-
waterproof leatherette. “van-
Indispensable. Free catalogue

lions in the state, and whose extermina-
tion has been the effort of every land-
is now feared that the fleas will .\'pn'-;id to
other animals and thus obtain such a hold
ble of elimination.
BLACK ¢600
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Also White at $7.00
We are the Originators of the
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