An Ocean Grove Resident W
the Dastardly Act.

The celebration of Lincoln’s birthda
yesterday recalls to mind the vill:timbn
act of John Wilkes Booth on that meni
orable ni i 1il, 1865, when th

was ruthlessly and with
out warning saddenly terminated.

Among many others who witnesse
the deed of the assassin was Mr. H. W
Foster of Ocean Grove. Mr. Foster i
well-known in the and Park
having resided in the former place fo
about eleven When the wa
broke out, Mr. Foster lived in Pennsyl
vania. He enlisted in Company E, Cap

| tain L. L. Greenawalt of Lebanon. Th
men were attached to the Twenty-sev
(com

Grove

yea

enth Pennsylvania Regiment,
posed of residents of Dauphin and Leba
non counties), and the regiment be
longed to the Second Corps, Army of the
Potomac.
Mzr. Fostor
the ranks gg a private, and at the close
of the war entered the Quartermaster’s
Department at Washington. Like many
others, when it became known that Mr.
Lincoln, his wife, and other notable per-
sons were to occupy a box at Ford’s
Theatre on the night of April 15th, Mr.
Foster desired to be present on such a

served eighteen months in

notable occasion.

The play-house was crowded from pit
todome. The play was ‘* Our American
with Miss Laura Keene as the
the company. Nothing

Cousin,”
leading lady of
occurred to mar the pleasure and enj

ment of the occasion until suddenly Mr.
Foster heard the sharp report of a pistol,
followed closely by the scream of Mrs.
Lincoln. Then he saw Booth jump from
the box in which he had shot Lincoln to
the stage of the theatre, and at that mo-
lights suddenly extin-

makin

were
further

ment the

guished, observations
impossible. [

A panic naturally ensued in the
theatre, but the lights
again, and no serious results
audience.

were quickly
turned on
followed to any person in the

Mr. Foster well remembers how all
the troops were hastily put to work
searching the city for the assassin. After
the government secured possession and
ownership of the theatre, Mr. Foster
helped make the improvements to the
building. Mr. Foster’s particular work
was assisting to place a sort of wire net-
ting or lath on large iron supporting
beams, in order that the latter might be
plastered and hidden from vie

| ed. I subscribe

J. WILKES BOOTH.

Editor Chronicle:—The publication of
Mr. Middleton’s azcount of the capture of
Booth, the slay of Mr. Lincoln, has re-
vived interest in the tragedy which
shocked the world just at the close of ti
war between the stat .

As there has been from time to time

ble controversy regarding the
ble motive of Bn th for commiting
act, I hand ygu tl
for your paper
own
ompted the . In
Middleton’s story of Booth’ , Which
he received from persons who were p
sent during IE: moments, it is said
that Booth charged Miss Halloway to tell
his mother: “I died for my c unn 1
did what I thought to be
would seem to confirm the
year: ince, and
done Booth’s act, it lifts him ._UNI\ the
of the crazy
“ltll whom he has som :tirne
myself as ln the ap-
1 communication. . SIGMA.
J. WILKES BOOTH.
tors Chronicle and Constitutional-
st:—As you kindly invite discussion upon
i of public 111tr , I re-
ub it a few 5 Oon_your
hum]ul “J. Wilkes
here can, of course, be no dit-
nce of opinion between us as regards
1bhorrence of murder in e vV DOS-
e form. I am certainly no apologist
of crime in any of its pt ¢ dor go I|
propose to take issue with upon |
hars 'r(1171tlnn of the killing of
Lincoln as E: ination. I will even
go farther , and agree with you, that
the manner of Mr. Lincoln’'s death was
not only unfortunate for the south, con-
sidered as to its political co
but that the deed itself wa
wrong. While I concur with y
above general v I am constrained to
th was actuated by what
he conceived to be patriotic motives in
taking the life of Mr. Lincoln. How-
ever criminal the act, it was, in my opin-
ion, prompted by a desi s al\rn
though it we to s country
far as I have heard, .. h

u in the

| timated that Rooth entert d any
| sonal rmimusny toward his victim,

nor, I

annot con- |

lieve, 1 it ever been
d any selnsh end to
ommitting t} What, then
have been bject in thus r]s«.::r
the life of fell
almo certain deatt
(and I h AvVe never seen the stateme 1( con-
tradicte vh that as I mm leaped
=tm~ ’Irirz the fatal sh
mr.fr Tyranni
n e at this junctu
< mdll ate beyond all ques
that moved him to the ac
it seems to me, that he
‘\Ir L1 nf‘nln as not only the rer
tiva of, but perhaps “he controlling s
in the government that had crushe
ecure their inde-
e know was only true
elf I have no doubt
tion had uch to do
yneception and ace 20m-

himself? It is

Booth’s

mind with
and to an
fine strung qturﬂ there
as ?vut d short step between death for
sentiment on the mimic :tage, and death
for a sentiment on the broader field of |
human action.
For one, T have never sympathized with
those conspirators w rushing upghe
ar fr‘um behind :md overcoming him
number; ck him down with

of de

cruel daggers. I have always re-
arded that as a cowardly assault, uns
worthy of the great Roman people and
the ca ot 1ib 4 name the
deed w v< done. ut h he handea@
down the example of 1tus '1nd Cassias
for the emulation of 1 ages, and the
sentiment of liberty-loving people
throughout the world, and especially in
America, cor s in assigning them a|
lofty pla among the heroes of the past.
Perhaps Booth, recalling the fami
of Caesar's death, and 3
anctity with “moh poste
clothed the memories of his
d to enroll his name with the
pages of history
Such, it appears to me, were probably
some of the motives which led Booth#to
commit the deed which
him a greater name his actir g
ever have done, world-famed as it was.
I will not occupy 0 ace or
your patienc views
zm.xh‘s courage
ed in the g
say that I cannot ag
opinions upon this point.

Suffice it to
with you in yvour
SIGMA.
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