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SCENE    IN    FORD'S    THEATER

0N    NlfiHT   LINCOLN   WAS    SIEOT

DESCRIBED  BY MEMBER 0F CAST

(The   i ollo.wii&g   article,  -wlrit{c^It   ot   the   1.cqitcst   c)i   tlie   Rc..'.   P.   J.
qnican,  S.  I.,  lil]rar-iolb   of   Georgeio-con   Uiiit..ersity,  i or   the   archives
imii`ersity),  quill  bc  read  ulith  i)articular  intcrcst  at  this  linte  iuhen  Amc.
Prepares  to  cclcbi.ate  the  otte  l"ndrcd  and  fif teenth  ormi-vcrsary  of  the  b
of   Abraham   Liitcoln.     The  Triritcr,  Mr`s.  Stnlthcr`s,  iiias   a   incmber   of
CFfotrdps!;|3e:irer4:'#S:lift,.Cgt°:`nst'o',;:i';:iip!f:_1_8%h5t,C!|,:4%hS_eSrg?sifidret,;tenf;,`„

-was  shot.    Sl.e  novu  lives  in  rctir(mcnt  a[  Mot.tclclir,  N.  I.    Her `dcs¢rip
of   the   events  im,mediately   Preceding   altd   i ollowiitg   the   shooting   is
¢llarly  .vivid.)

By JELIL-NIH GOURliAT'  STRtITHE`RS
i   was'  born   in   Edinl)urgh,   Scotland,   and   came   to   t.his   c

with  my  baby  sister  i`.hen  I  was  only  two  yeaLrs  old.    My  father
uncle  were   actors   in   Scotland,   and   soon   after   reaching   Ne\b.
father  became  ia  member  of  the  V-llliam  Burton ^Theater  in  Chant
street, where I made my first a,ppearance at  the  age  of thi.ee.    I
the  Marsh  Juvenile  Troups  when  I  was  very  young,  and  I  pla}'e
sorts  of  parts.    I  must say  we  young actors  were  a wonder  ln  all
we  did.    We  travelled  se`.enal  times  over  the  United  States,  and
of our travelling was  done dn  wagons  or stage  coaches.   We  `vent
Callfornla  to  Australia  in  a  sailing  vessel,  and  the  voyage  took
eight  da}'s.    We  made  several  tours  of  Australia.  land  New'  Zeal
After our  last visit  to  the  Antlpodes,  ".e  returned  to  the  United
during  the   war   in   1863-4.

Fi`.'e  of our family were  in  the  Ford  Theater  oil  that fateful
when  Lincoln  was  shot    My  father,  my sister  Maggie  and  I  had
in  the  play,  and  my  two  brothers. .Thomas  and  Robert,  were  a
the,audience    Fa,thei.  was  Sir  Edward  Trenchard.  I  was  Mar}r
dlth,  and  Maggie  `vas  a  maid     I  appeal.ed  or]  it]1e   progra.in  ,as
Trenchard,  but  that  `vajj  a,  mistake  of  t.he  }}i.intel..

I I  have  a]wa,y8  thought  that  Booth  Belectecl  my  sceiie  to  shoot
Preslder`t.    I  refer  to  the  dalr'y  scene,  which  u.as  the  most  abscjr•part  of  the  play.    Asa  Tretichard  wa,s  "Our  Amerlcoct.  Cousin,.'

gave  the  play  its  name.     The   part  `vas   plia+-ed  that  iiight  by  J|
Ha.wk.    I-Ie  aLnd  I  appeared  lil  the  dair}. scene.    As8,  Treiichard  rat
from   the   United   Slates   to   inherit   prot)eut}-   that   had   been   ``-lllei
hl]n.     In  the   dairy  scene   he   holds   ln   his   ]land   a  cc.py  of   the
according  to  the  terms  of which  Mary  Met.edit,h  _{s  to  inherit  the
ert,y if her American  Cousin  does  not take `steps to  do  so,.    In  the
scene   be   learns   for   the   first   time   that   lf   he   claims   the   pr
bequea.theo   to  him,  he  will  disinherit  Mary.     The  audience  i.i
of   the   struggle   going   on   wit.hip   him.   and   c.onsequent]y   follows
development  of  the  pla}'  with  rapt  a.ttentlon.     While  conveng`ing
AsaL,  I  sat  on  a  brench,  and  as  I  sat  there  I  noticed  Booth 'in  the
of the  audltoi.lum.    I  had  not seen  him  for  soine  days.  and  I  tlio
from  his  appea,rance  and  his  nervous  manner  t.hat  he  had  been
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Scene  In  Ford'e  Theater  on

During.th?.  dairy  scene  `the  house  was  so  quiet,tliat  one  could
Llly  ha,ve  I.heard  a  pin   drop.     Asa  Trenchard  asks  M8,ry  lf  she

&bgj:i?,tshto°]:gi°t]s``rtg.w±8|`°t]::P|:je}S]t`Pg:cihew:u°,ed"i:::ea:ids}:#:I:}nt:.d°#er:`q`hat  ``-ould-have  been  .the  time  fol.  Booth  to  ca,rry  out  his  diabolical

Scheme, and  I  belie`.e .tha,t ``ras  the time  he selected  for t.he pur,p`ose, for,Si:a:lie:i`;';:;t:'d;8c!:i]ge::i:e:i::;*j.i;:i:11;i::`;€i!:.::
tnt
•.ftyay' to   the   President.'s   box  Without -3ETBiJ6TtlHIE=pTd=-from lhe

ira,ct!rig  attention.                                        dent'8   l}ox,    his   spur   caught   in  'th
=-   As   I   s€i.t   on   the   bench,   I   W.fltched  drapery,  a]id  he  was  t.hrown  fo•isooth,   n-ho   ``'as     pftle   and     l`a,tless.  on  the  stage  and  broke  his  leg.
I   __      _   1    I        __    1,_      _    __   _.i_     LL_     _I_I__     __.I     +L__rnaklng his  way  to  the  stalrs  and  then  ever,  I  dld  not  know that  a,t the
t`o  the  dress  olrcle.     My  scene   e``ded.  although   he   pushed   me   ln    rushi

E:ewd?Ve[r'wE:1::rdeu.tp!`:h:¥taa!gesha°]:d`:',%g::!mweithHeha,]sS°:iggheerdna[:.dwc£:te

to.      a      gentleman      r`amed   '  \VillialTi

NIght
uns  Shot

scene  closed  in  on  me.    .Ned  Spa}]gler,  through.      Before   quitting   the   stagii

:noeot:`f,sthseersv?ae,:t:-Sfj,f]::[`S]nant:of}:rnh}:;|¥:£otu:t:a?d„&rc°usTedm;°erthTeyffund::sn:?,e%nu€_
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ch`anged  i`-hen   trie   shot  ``.as   fired.     I and  the  besit  friend  of  the  South.        >`;:i
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was  also  charged  with  making  a  .bolt_
wi--.rihei.s.  ``-he!t I  l` Card   the  .Shot.     At iiriici=--s-ec-a-ire~d-The.. -a-o-o;--~o.i--i-iircoi;;;
fi|.st`AI  tho`t+dght  lt  was  some   "gag"   ii`-
troduc€±  into  tlle  pla}-,  but  presently
there  `vas  a  commotion   on  t.he  stage
and   an   uproar   in   the   audtience.      I
moved  forward  to  see w-hat happened,
when  suddenly\  Booth  with  a   dagger
ln  his  hand  rushed  by me,  cutt.Ing  Mr.
Wlthers'   coat  as  he  passed.     Then  I
hear.d   the   cries:   "The   President  has
been   s}iot!"

Harr.y  Hawk  was  on  the  scene  at
the  time,   and,   under  the   belief  that
some  one  was shooting  ajt him,  he  ran
off   the   stage.     When   I   rea,ched   the

be#%±o%¥apd`-:?i¥-:-e=#
slei)t    ln    the    theater,    1tut    aftei-`   th`€.
ti.agedy,   wl]en   the  soldiers   took   pco-t

i:fit::`i:h.i.:at`i;:::.,?t¥;I::;::,:t;;:fd::i:i;:Ct,:fg
sheltered`hlm  for  the  night,  and  wh&
was  after`wards  arrcs`te(I,  but
]atei-.      Mr.     Hvans     die(1.  that
}.ear.     Ills  wife-.is   stltl   livltig
ca.go,  and  alto  a,nd  I  eEcliange tan  .a
casional -]e-tte`F`     `-There-. -`are     tiro,

front  of lthe-stage,  I  looked  uP  toward I itT=-e~o--`-;f  -t-i-e---cast--s`{iil

but    Laura   Keene    and   John   F}yott

alive.      ,LMl

i:::Ti::id=e|:;:Sbif-Xf:a':Sets:ae:n?f:t,`":e:I:!i:e:I:e:,:s|.T:::::t:::,;i:.;erg::||=::::dThe-I|ii.s:amfe:
were well acquainted With  the  theater,   |n  Log  Angeles,  and  ls  now  ill  a  Chit

±±rang_a_rsL   unfaml]1ai.   ``rltli    theMy  fat`ner  took  Laura  Keene
her  the  way  to  the  Presi-iand  showed

#ent's  box.    She  rushed  up  and  found
tome    of   the   Presldent's    attendants
Stripping   him   of   his   clothing.      She
lovingly  and  reverently  took  his  head
;|n  her  lap,  and  as  she  did  so,  she  ob--€erved  that

blood  was  flowing  from  a
mround   back   of    his   right    ear,   and
*rlckllng over her dress.    Her  costume
`¥hereb}-  became  a  priceless  relic  hav-

n.g  been   d}-ed   with  the  life-blood  of
)ur   greatest   American.

\.

+¥taither  Cal'i`ied liincoln From  Theater

iao#jlel`::,::'eov#ott:::::n:?M::oo:Jl:£;°n[f:att`:¥
i,::,
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d   some   others   caLrried   him   out   of
a   theater   to   a  `house   across   the
reet,   where   lie   died   next   moi.nlng.
!s   death   was   a   n,ajt!onal   c.alamit}r

ii;eg,T::i.eg::.`e`Ei;:.i:!:t:ine;:t:otf:sss'`5l:f;:
``i;.:i

tance,  Tom  Taylor,  who  had  alwa}-a`*ldlculed   Illncoln   for  the   amu8emen.t
Sf  his  English  readers,  wrote a  poem'Sfter the  tragedy to atone for his  rldi-.

a::ee
and  make  amends  for  outraged

ncy;   1)ut  unfortunately  his  1.eps,r-
lori   ca+me   too   laLte.
After  the  rirst  act  my  brother  Rob-

and  a  Scotchman  named  Wl]liam-
whose   father  was   tutor  to   Tad

co]n,   had   dropped   into   a   8alooh
oining    the    theater.    where    the

P,ooth   and   Spangler  drinking.
oath   nlled   a,  tumbler  `i.ith   whl8k.a
nd   drained   it..     I   pi.esume   Spa,ngto
]¢\the  sanie.     The   thi_rd   meniber.  a
§?' parbr   toods`

HQ \,,ac
z_qEte?i;

cal  condition  at  his  honie  in  Brookl}.
N.Y.

Booth playc-d  ln  ``Airostote"        '.`St:
I  I.emembei`  per.fectl.v,`i.en   the  la#:

a,ppcarance  of  John  Wllkes  Booth  oie
the  stage-or  ra,thor  the  last  biit  one€
His  last  appearance  `fy.as  ln  real  tr
edy,   `vhen   he   threw   the   wo[.ld, i;I
mourning.       On    March    18,1`865.``]
took   the   p?ut   of   Pescara  in   "A
tat.e."    -The  `pla)'   w8£,  gil.en   for

pto#'
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was  to  be  her  last  appearance  on  the
stage.    She  was  in  poof  health  at  the
time.  and  she  died  a  few  5'e!.Lrs  after-
wards.    She  was  buried  in  the  Catho-
lic  cemetery  at  Molitclulr,   N.   J..   and

:a:t::::g::iisfrT?':enr:-:::;ear:CT-e:I;:o:ed!::uagniE'
ters.who  were  educated  at  the  VIBlta-I
tlon  Convent  ln  Geor.getown,1).  C.   =;  '`|
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