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SCENE IN FORD’S THEATER
ON NIGHT LINCOLN WAS SHOT
DESCRIBED BY MEMBER OF CAST

(The following ariicle, written at the request of the Rev. P. J. Cor-
mican, S. J., librarian of Georgetown University, for the archives of the
university, will be read with particular interest at this time when America
prepares to celebrate the one hundred and fifteenth anniversary of the birth
of Abraham Lincoln. The writer, Mrs. Struthers, was a member of the
cast of “Our American Cousin,” the play which was being presented at
Ford's Theater in Washington on April 14, 1865, the night President Lincoln
was shot. She now lives in retirement at Montclair, N. J.  Her description
of the events immediately preceding and following the shooting is partic-
ularly vivid.)

By JEANNIE GOURLAY STRUTHERS

I was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, and came to this country
with my baby sister when I was only two years old. My father and
uncle were actors in Scotland, and soon after reaching New York
father became a member of the William Burton Theater in Chambers
street, where I made my first appearance at the age of three. 1 joined
the Marsh Juvenile Troups when I was very young, and I played all
sorts of parts. I must say we young actors were a wonder in all that
we did. We travelled several times over the United States, and much
of our travelling was done in wagons or stage coaches. We went from
California to Australia in a sailing vessel, and the voyage took sixty-
eight days. We made several tours of Australia and New Zealand.
After our last visit to the Antipodes, we returned to the United Stales
during the war in 1863-4.

Five of our family were in the Ford Theater on that fateful night
when Lincoln was shot My father, my sister Maggie and I had parts
in the play, and my two brothers, ‘Thomas and Robert, were among
the.audience Father was Sir Edward Trenchard, I was Mary Mere-
dith, and Maggie was a mald 1T appeared on the program as Mary
Trenchard, but that was a mistake of the printer.

I have always thought that Booth selected my scene to shoot the
President. I refer to the dairy scene, which was the most absorhing
‘part of the play. Asa Trenchard was ‘“Our American Cousin,” who
gave the play its name. The part was played that night by Harry
Hawk. He and I appeared in the dairy scene. Asa Trenchard returns
from the United States to inherit property that had been willed to
him. 1In the dairy scene he holds in his hand a copy of the will,
according to the terms of which Mary Meredith is to inherit the prop-
erty if her American Cousin does not take steps 10 do s0. In the dairy
scene he Jearns for the first time that if he claims the property
beaueathed to him, he will disinherit Mary. The audience is aware
of the struggle going on within him, and consequently follows the
development of the play with rapt attention. While conversing with
Asa, I sat on a brench, and as 1 sat there I noticed Booth in the rear
of the auditorium. I had not seen him for some days, and 1 thought
from his appearance and his nervous manner that he had been sick.
He was a genial man and was a frequent visitor at the green room of
Ford's Theater, where he was well liked by the members of the
company.
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