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ABDUCTION   PLOTS

---

"The  ambitious  youth  who  fired  the  Ephesian  dome
Outlives  in  fame  the  pious  fool  who  reared  it."
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that  there  were. mariy  in  the  North,   even  amongst  those  who  did  not  syxpathize
hiEk-

with  the  Southern  cause,  who  ar.dently  desired  the  dee±rrtrctfain  of  the  Presiden::i:,irg:v#

Am  exanple  of  thi  Northern  vindictiveness  to\i/ard  }'vth.   Lincoln  is  exhibited  by   --i    X

the  £E±£ag£ E±gig±,   July  1,   1864i     "He   (Abr.allan  Lincoln)   could  not  be  more

worthless  dead  than  hefis  living,   but  `E7ould  be  infinitely  less  mischievous,

arid  his  corpse,   repulsive  as  it  would  be  in  its  present  state  and  richest  and

most  gr.aceful  habilim6nts,  wo`uld  not  be  the  most  appropriate  sacrifice  which

the  insulted  nation  could  of fen  in  atonement  f or  its  submission  to  his  imbec-

ility  and  defaotisxp. "

The  New  York  -17orld  in  its  Off orbs  to  elect  General  hicclellan  in  the

presidential  campaign  of  1864" resorted  to  a  personal  attack  on  the  honesty

and  integrity  of  the  President  as  well  as  the  charges  of  "igriorance,   incompe-
.11

tency,andcol.ruptionofhei±==±±+=±in-Administl.ation."(a)

In  a  letter  dated  April  18,   1865,   to  the  editors  of  the  fj±±£LaLg±

Tribune  and  priated  im  that  publication,   a  Chicago  man  wrotes   "There  is  one

fact  which  I  think  ought  to  be  hao.v'7n.     Last  fall,   while  a  member  of  the  Son's

tit+i    i     ^Lin„n        L.                                               __
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.i:Ll of  Liberty  (3)  in  this  city,   I  heard,   and  instantly  reported  to  General  Sweet,

which  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  6ja.r  Department  at  ``/ashington,   a  distinct

proposition  to  raise  $50,000  to  send  a  man  to  \':Jashington  to  assassinate  Pres-

ident  Lincoln."

One  need  only  remember  the  inany  schemes  to  capture  the  Kaiser  in

the  late  Great  -i,/ar.  to  understand  how -the  idea  of  abducting  Abra.has  Lincoln

would appe#ifeand s2ifen sympathizers in 1864 and i865®   The
man  who  could  have  planned  and  successfully  executed  a  coup  such  a,s  that  would

have  been  hailed  as  a  l'./illian  Tell  by  the  hard  pr.essed  Southern  f orces.     This

rna.y  have  been  talked  about  around  the  camp  fires  of  the  Confederate  armies  as

was  the  kidnapping  of  the  liniser  by  American  soldiers  from  both  sides  of  the

hhson  and  Dixon  Line  as  they  huddled  together  in  dug-outs  along  the  front  line

trenches  in  France.

i,.i'hether  abducting  Lincoln  was   first   suggested  to  John  `\.=j`ilkes

uJ--Q                   (ifet±
;:; afant;gng:f #qR#rfuhm°nd  8°VerrmentS  as  hFg-claimedEJEELEEE=

i:=

Booth`¥::i,dy

#iHirii-e-r-'~the  idea,"*rfus  a  child  of` his  oun  disordered  imagination,  will  always
•'        be  a  moot  question.     If  Booth  discussed  it  at  all  with  any  of ficial  of  the

Richmond  government,   it  is  more  tha.n  likely  it  was  on  his  own  initiative.

Jefferson  Davis,   the  Confederate  States  President,   was  not  unused  to  I.eceiving

such  suggestions  fl.om  others.
\

hajor  `j-/-alker  Taylor,   of  the  Confederate  Army,   a  nephew  of  Zachary

Taylor.,   proposed  a  scheme  to  Jefferson  Davis  in  1863  f or  the  abduction  of

Lincoln,   but  Davis  refused  to  consider  the  pr.oposal  as  he  feared  the  President

might  be  killed  in  its  execution.     (4)

The  New  York  Tribune  si;atGd

been  submittifi to_ the
J  lir` tndrto

---- I.J.  T-.   -`,    _-_i

•ul I-\} ,-ff=-i
tha.t  a  plan  had

Con fed_erate.wa.r  department  by  Colonel  1.I,;iargrave, he=ed
agent  in  the  north,  to  kidnap  President  Lincoln

.iEJ
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and  car`r.y  hin  to  Richmond,   or  if   it  should  be  f ound  impossible  to  escape  with

him  to  the  Confederate  lines,   to  assassinate  him,   but  that  a.`.-ii-.a_-i=-  a  changeth ued
in  the  position  of  the  armies  about  this  time,the  plan ==  i-___=r==ri  ixpractic-

able.    (5)Later the colonel,  eecck
the  Tribune submitted  another.  plan

by  v;hich  one  hundre.d  and  fifty  picked  men  w©r.e  to  go  secretly  North  and  take

quarters  at   ,fashington,   GeorgetoiF7n,   Ba.Itimore  and  Alexa.ndr.in,   a.nd,   upon  a,  d&y

fixed  by  their  leader,   assemble  in  ':.uJaEihington  for  the  purpose  of  EH:ring   i,iitT
:~A  `     ,                                   4\rffde

Captur#\¢he  President ¥_a_ifff=£Lybese±zedatapr±vate

hour  at  the  :I"I-hite   House8   or  in  going  to   or  returning  from  church,   or  on  some

other.  favorable  occasion,  and  thrust  into  a  car.riage  and  driven  off .     The  carr-

iage  was  to  be  joined  a  few  miles  out  of  the  city  by  a  squad  or  two  of  armed

men  on  hor.seback.

It  was  proposed  to  drive  to  Indian  Point,   about  25  miles  south  of

:I''i'ashington,   on  the  Potomac-two  or  three  relays  of  fleet  horses  being  stationed

on  the  way-i,i/here  a  boat  was  to  be  in  \`Jaiting  to  cross  the  river.,   and  lamt  the

?a.ptive  a  few  miles  south  of  Occoquan,   when  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  f or  his

captors  to  work  their  way  with  him  through  the  woods  by  night   into  the  Confed-

erate  L±nes.tr =fthr* „n{  rtyenTLL=LL of RE                             4±

±-qifeefy#e ,Seer.eta.ry of '\,`j'ar^thousht this scheme
might   succeed;   but  doubted  whether  such  a  proceeding  would  be  of  a  military

I

character  and  justifiable  under  the  la.ws  of  war.     (6)

Fl#ffia=
fro
i

cL-dr=ffiT= Cz-i-e>
Jay  J.B.   Jones,A under  date   of  August   Z6,   1863,

'H.a.

i?,
statin that'

ttapl
-------,   a  mad  private,   and  Northern  man.`   in  a  Georgia  regiment,   wrote  to

the  President   (Jeff er.son  Davis)  proposing  i?to  ta.ke   some  300  to  500  men  of

I`egolution  and  assassinate  the  leading  public  men  of  the  United  Sta.tes."     "The

Preside.ut,"  the  diarist  says,   "referr.ed  the  paper,\`.rithout  notice,   to  the   Secretg\r.y

o£   `.;ieLr,"
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In  the   Sell-;ia,Alabama.,Dispa.tch  ther.e  appeal.ed   in  Decei.Liber   1864,   the

folio.¥ving  advertisement : -

t'ORE3   I,,II|JLI0|J   DOLLARS  i.i'Alf'|nED  To   EIAVE   PEACE   BY   TEE   |ST   oF  i`,iRACH3-      |f

the  citizens  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  i,r,rill  furnish  me  with  the  cash,   or

good  securities  for  the   sum  of  one  million  dollar`s,    .I  wi.11  cause  the  lives    .

of   Abraham?  IJincoln,   `iT.rm®   H.   Seward,   and  Andrew   Johnson  to  be  taken  by  the   lst

of  }`j:arch  next.     This  'i-rill  give  us  pc.ace,   and  satisfy  the  world  thaLt   cr.uel

tyrants  can  not  live  in  a  '1and  of  liberty'®     If  this  is  not  accon}plished,

nothing  will  be  cia.i}-lied  beyond  the  sum  of  f ifty  thousand  dollars  in  advance,

which  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  reach  and  slaughter  the  three  villains.

Ill  will  give,   myself ,   one  thousand  dollars  tor'/a.r.d  this  patr`iotic

pur`pose.     Every  one  wishing  t.o  contribute  will  address  Box  X,   Ca.harJba,   Alabama.

December  i,   }864."(7//i

)#ncatiinforemanofgivt¥ofai#¥s#c#|¥d
6Z-ck dr7de-
that  this  &dver

inserted  by  Lir.   G.¥-z'-.   Gayle,   ar  prominent  Alabana.lawyer  "who  \:fas  distinguished

even  in  Ala.bana  for  his  extreriie  views   on  the   subject   of   slavery  and  the-  rebellion,

arid  as  aLn  ardent   supporter   of  the  Confederacy."

As  a  I.esult,   Gayle  was  indicted  f or  corispiracy,   but  wlien  it  T.as  f ound

that  he   "wa.s  not  v7orth  a  hundr.ed  doll8.rs",   his  nc)tics  was  looked  upon  as  a  mere

squLbdatJrfp
on  the  r`ecor"-iendation  of  the  Union  2.|1itary  §f i icers   stationed  in

his  neighborhood  he  was  pa.rdoned  April  27,   1867.      (7±)
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In  a  letter  dated  June  14,   1865,bone  John  D.  Van  Dien  dee5ed  that

during  the  war.  he  had`  been  a  cler.k  in  the  Conf ederate  'i`jrar  Department  and  that

his  duties  were  principally  endorsing  all  papers  belonging  to  the  C;onf ederaLte

secret  service.     He  states  that  many  documents  were  received  from  parties  in

the  South,   of fering  to  capture  or  Assassinate  iir.  Lincoln8   but  that  such  pro-

positions  never  were  given  the  least  attention,   but  wer.e  universally  passed

over,  without  official  notice.

He  reports  a  conver.sation  at  which  he  was  present,   which  he  says
a-`

occured  in  the  latter  part  of  li`ebruary  1865,   in  the  `6-d7ar  DepaLrtment   of fice,

between  President   Davis,   Secretary  Judah  P.   Benjamin  and  I``,ilr.   Breckinr.idge,   and

two  strangers,  .one  of  whom  he  later  thought  had  been  Booth.     This  party,   writes

l\.i'in.   Van  Dien,   said  that  a  plari  was  f ormed  by  par.ties  in  the  northern  states

arid  Cariada,   friends  of  the  Confederacy,   to  Capture  or  assassinate  fuir.   I.incoln,

and  that  all  they  desired  was,  of ficial  recognition  on  the  part  of  the  Confeder-

ate  authol`itiesi  that  they  did  not  want  pecuniary  assistance  from the  govern-

ment,   as  that  was  already  secured;  that  they  were  not  after.  gain,   but  wel.©

actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  render  the  Confederacy  a  service,   by  "removing  the

tyrant  who  was  the  cause  of  so  much  suffering  to  the  'country  and  the  only

obstacle   in  the  way  of  a  speedy  pe&oe.!'    h5r.   Van  Dien  asser.ted  that  i)a.vie  and

Br.eckinridg©  both  expressed  their  hearty  condemnation  of  the  plot,   and' advised

"the  proposer.a  to  think.no  more   of  it®"     (8}

Jefferson  Davis'   opinion  of  Lit.   Lincoln  and  these  plots  is  best

expressed  by  Dr.   John  J.   Craven,   (9)  who  attended  Davis  during  his  imprisonment

-    after  the.iraro     Dr.   Craven  says  that  i`pin.   Davie  did  not   speak  of  i:,'ir.   Lincoln  in

af fected  terms  of  regard  or  admiration,   but  paid  a  simple  and  sincere  tribute

to  his  goodness  of  character,   honesty  of  purpose8   and  to  his  official  purity

and  freedom  fr6m  avarice.     }i,in®   Davis   said  according  to  Dr.   Craven,   that  behind

_ -jGP
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- ll'lr.   Lincoln,   during  his  first  term,  ther.e  stood  a.n  infinitely  mol.e  objectionable

and  less  scrupulous  successor  (}`th.   Iianlin);  and  that  the  blow  that  struck  do\m

the  President  of  the  United  States  would  place  that  successor  in  po`Trer.     That

when  i..r..   Lincolri  was  reins.ugura.ted,   the   cause   of  the  Southern  people  w-&s  hopeless,

or  very  nearly  so,  the  continuance  of  the  struggle  being  only  justifiable  tis  a

ne&ns  for  obtaining  terms;  and  from  no¥fiifar  the  United  States  could  have  had

might  terms   s6  generous  have  been  expected®     He   felt  that  I\.:r.   Johnson,   being

from  the  South,   dare  not  offer  such  liberal  treatment,   as  his  motives  `i,fould  be

impugned.     In  view  of  this,   it  Tva.s  I..!r.   Davis'   opinion  that  I,'Ir.   Lincoln's  death,

even  by  natural  causes,  would  have  been  a  serious  injury  to  the  pr.ospects  of  the

South;  but  that  the  manner  of  his  ta.king-off ,   "frenzying  the  Northern  mind,  was

the  last  crowriing  calamity  of  a  despairing  and  defeated,   though  righteous  cause."

There  were,   on  the  other  hand,   Northern  plots  to  abdu.ct  or  &ssassinat®

Jefferson  Davis,   and  these  must  be  consider.ecl  in  their  bearing  on  the  Southern

plots  against  Lincoln®     Early  in  I,farch  1864,   Colonel  Ulric  Dahlgren,   in  command

of  a  Nor.therm•rf uul® ctul `
bod%were  f ound  an

s  killed  in.a  r id   on  Richmor.t.d.      On  his

"special  orders  a.nd  instructions,"  and

a  notebook  which  indicated  that  his  missior`.  wa.s  the  assgLssination  of  Jef ferson

Davis  and  the  Southern  cabinet,   the  release  of  Feder.al  Prisoners  at  Richmond  and

the  burning  o.f  that  city.   (10)

Photographic  copies  of  the  papers  and  of  Colonel  Dahlgren's  notebook

were  sent  by  General  Lee  to  General  l{ead  who  denied,  any  knowledge  of  the  orders

and  stated  they  had  not  been  authorized  or  s&nctioned.   (11)     Thus  the  origin  of

these  papers  never  has  beeri.  satisfactorily  explained.     The  "Orders"  however,   w-ere

published  broadcast  in  Southern  net.`'spapers  of  the  period  and  the  t±±aqup±

assertion  made  tha.t   "General  Kilpatrick  and  Colonel  Dahlgren  came  directly  from  a

conference  in  '`,Tashington  with  President  Lincoln  and  acted  by  his  au.thority  and

approval."    This,   of  courseg   greatly  embittered  arid  enflaned
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South  aga.inst  Lincoln,     (12)-
TO±|= affal#fluenced or snggested many of the #'f

to  capture  or  asBa8sinate  LincolniTrH [Lt7-v-t7 ..-- btr'±-.  .  Since  the  "mhlgren

Raid"  occured  in  hdrch  1864,   a  few  months  before  Booth  first  discussed  tfa..  AiQ

abduction  scheme  with  two  of  his  boyhood  friends,   he  and  they  must  have  been

thoroughly  fariiliar  with  the  view  held  by  the  Richmond  Goverrment  arid  the

wave  of  indignation  the  Dahlgren  papers  had  created  in  the  South.

1j7/hat  v7as  John  +/ilkes  Booth's  motive  for  desiring  to  kidnap  President

Lincoln?    Was  it  fanatic  hgitred?    'rfas  it  mere  bravado?    According  to  all  auth-

entic  documents  it  had  a  method  arid  a  purpose.     It  was  the  result  of  General

Grant's  order  of  April  17,   1864,   which  pr.evented  the  fur.ther  exchange  of    .

pr.isoners  between  North  and  South.     (13)

&**Le^#{  Grant  in  a  letter,   Augtist  18,   1864,   to  hajor  General  Butler  said3

"It  is  hard  on  our  men  held  in  Southern  prisons  not  to  exchange  them,   but  it

is  humanity  to  those  left  in  the  ranks  to  fight  our  battles.    Every  man we

hold,   when  released  on  parole  or  otherwise,   becomes  an  active  soldier  aga.inst

us  at   once  either  dil.ectly  or  indirectly.     If  we  commence  a  system  of  exchange

which  liberates  all  prisoners  taken9   we  will  have  to  fight  on  until  the  whole

South  is  exte'rminated.     If  we  hold  those  caught  they  amount  to  no  more  than

dead  men.`   At  this  particular  time  to  release  all  rebel  prisoners .in  th.e

North  would  insure  Shermari's  defeat  and  would  compromise   our  safety  here."   (14)

A week  later  Grand  wrote  H*  General  lj.I"  Halleck,  chief  of  staff :

`'1  see  by  the Richm.ond  Exalniner  of

_.:-:.i+

today  that  General  Canby  is  about   exchanging

the  prisoners  captu.red  at  For.t  Gaines.     I  hope  General  Canby  will  be  instructed

to  take  no  more  exchanges®     It   is  givi}1g  the  enemy  re-enfor.com.ents  at  a  time

\17hen  they  are   of  imm.ediate  importance  to  him."     (1!)

The   feeling  in  Richmond  on  the  question  of  exchanges  can  be  best

described  by  J,B.   Jones,   the   clerk  in  the  Confedera.te  'i`I'ar  Departnend  to  whose

diary  v.re  .alre&dy  ha.ve  referred.      (16)     April   6,   1864,   he  wrote   "But,   Alas!   how
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are  our  brave  men  faring  in  the  hands  of  the  demon  fanatics  in  the  United

States?     It  is  said  they  are  dying  lil`:e   sheep."    And  Colonel  John  S.   Hosby

a,S.A. `   in  his  memoirs   (17)     says   "Grant'S  remorseless  policy  had  ca.u.sed

the  Confederates  to  rob  the  crp,die  and  the  grave."

John  Wilkes  Booth  hoped  to  remedy  this   serious  condition  f or  the

South  by  kidnapping  Lincoln  and  forcing  the  North  to  pa.y  a  heavy  ransom  in

Confederate  prisoners  f or.  his  return,   and  a  contributing  motive  i:\ras  the  very

wildnes;  of  the  enterprise  which  appealed  to,his  instinct  for  the  dramatic/

¥fru:::::'ife.theorfuyonepLottLng
On  l\lia.rch  16,   1864`,   soon  after  the  DaLhlgren  r&id,   an  effort  was

directed  by  Jefferson  Davis  and  the  Conf

the  Conf ed
-he 9unpos

effect

(18)

oldiers  ih  Canada.,   most  of

berglt

ny  fclir  an I.Opriate

rganiz_eruf±_rtype--8 r RE
in  the  United  States  and nd

enterprises  of  war  against  our  enemieso"
*

sent  commissioners  to  Ca.nada,   April  27,   1864. (19)

In  pursuit   of  this   object,   on  September  18,   1864,.  Capt.   Jofui  Ya.tes  Beall,   an\\`

c)ff icer  of  the  Confederate  Navy,   made  9Ln  attempt  vrith  the  aid  of  other  Con-

federates,   to  capture  the  Uas.   gunboat  i.i'lichigan,   and  release  the  Confederate

prisoners  on  Johnson's  Island  in  the  western  end  of  Lake  Er.ie,   destroy

}`\Torthern  shipping  on  the  Great  Lakes,   and  levy  tribute  on  the  coast  cities.

(20)     Beall  was  apprehended  December  15,   1864,   at  Niagara  Falls,   imprisoned

at  F'orf  LafEiyette,   N.Y„   tried  in  Febl.uary  1865  as  a  guerilla,   spy  and

pirate,   and  on  Febr.uary  8,   1865,   sentenced  to  hang.     An  appeal  was  taken  to

President  Lincolri,   who  refused  to  interfer.e®     (21)

Beall's  execution  February  24-,   1865,  was  violently  conderrmed  by

the  South  and  considered  a  serious  mistake  by  mariy  in  the  North®     -.,'Jhile  ther6

is  not  the  sT,lightest  evidence  to  show  that  Booth  had  any  interest  in  Beall

dr-AJ)
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at  this  tiriie,   ii  story  faiined  currency  aboi`,ib  -tii-7endy  years  ago  that  Booth  and  Beall

had  been  room-mates  at  college,   and  were  very  dear  friends.   and.that  therein  lay

the  2-notiv.e  for  the  President's  assassination.     (22)

Beall  entered  the  University  of  Virginia  in  1852  \'/hen  John  i.„7ilkes  Booth  \nras

fourteen  years   of  age,   and  Booth  did.not  go  to  college.     Beall  ran  the  fa.mily  farm  from

1855  until  the  .Civil  `,'`.'ar,  \r;hile  Booth  was  attexptin,i:  a  Stage  career  during  this  time.

This  disproves  the  room-mate  and  friend.ship  nyth.

Several  variations .of  the  story  have  appeared  in  various  quarters  and  still

live,   notwit}istanding  the  strange  f act  tha.t  neither  Bedll  or  Booth  in  th.eir  diaries  or.

letters  mention  each  other  or  any  of  these  incidents.     Booth's  plots  against  the

President   alf;o  \'/ere   fully  formed  I;ia.ny  months   before   Beall's   capt-ilre.   (23)   These  L'iybhs

are  thought  to  have  originated  in  the  imagination  of  a  sensaLtionilist  editor,   l`[ark  ltl.

Pomeroy,   as  they  were  f irst  published  in  his  Ponero=][is Democrat shortly  after  the  war.(24)

Durin.c!;  the   su!-imer  of  1864  it  had  been  noticed  by  his  rela.tives  thi:it   Joha
Thruti,'/ilkes  Booth  .¢iras  a±reipe  restless  than  usual,   the  previous  f&ll  he  had  quit  the   stage  f or

Speculation  in  PenEsylvania  oil  lands,  but  this  did  not  account  f or  his  "stranp`e,  \.rild

and  ever  moving"  spir-it  vJhich  caused  all  his   faij!ily  some  degree   of  anxiety.     (24+)

In  his  mind  +i,he  presidential  kidnapping  plot  was  developing.     The  f irst  definite

statement  of  it  to  others,   ho\Ttever,   as  far  as  can  be  learned,   \'/as  in  Barnuni's  liotel

Baltirjiore,   someti!ne  in  August  of  thELt  year.     It  is  a  strange  coincidence  that  it  vi-as
t

in  this  same  hotel  that  an  Italian  barber,   Fernandina,  worked  in  1861.\rri'ien  he  pl`otted

the  assassination  of  i.:r.   Lincoln,  who  was  to  be  killed  as  he  passed  through  on  his  way

to  '..,rashington  for.  the  first  inauguration.     (24a)

Accor.ding  to  the   confession  of  Samuel   ,£Lrnold,   a   fellow  conspirator   (25)   and

a  for]`.ier  schoolmte,   Booth  invited  him  and  another  friend  of   his  youth,   Lltichael  O'La.ngh-

1in,to  his  roo}n  in  the  hotel.     T`/ine  and  cigars  v,rere   served,   and  after  I.eminiscing  over

school  days,   the  discussion  turned  to  the  Southern  military  situa.tion,  which  was  of

special  interest  to  all  three--Booth,   the  Southern  sy},ipathizer;  .``rnold  and  O'Lciughlin,

ex-Confederate  soldiers  \-rho  had  r`ecently  retur.ned  to  their  homes.

1.-i.hat  a  picture  these  three  must  have  made,   bending  over  wine  glasses,

---__-EEEEL_
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their  eyes. burniri.g  with  excitement  while  they  fur.iously  smoked  and  vehemently

discussed  the  lost  cause;     Booth  of  medium  height  and  build,   with  his  luxuriant

hair  and  dr.ooping  mustache;  the  "Spariish  looking"  0'haughlin,   short  and  slender,

also  with  luxuriant  black  locks  and  a  delicate  mustache  and  whiskers,   and  J'irnold

with  his  black  hair  and  beard.     (26)

The  conversation  turned  to  the  large  number  of  Confederate  |]risoners

held  by  the  United  States,   and  at  this  point  \`i'ilkes  Booth  proposed  his  plot  to

kidnap  Abraham  Lincoln  on  one  of  the  president's  freqL].end  trips   from  the  ifhite

House  to  the  soldier's  home  about  three  miles  distant,   take  him  to  Richmond  arid

offer  to  excha.nge  him  for  all  the  prisoners  in  Federal  hands.   Booth  was  so

enthusiastic  and  p&inded  the   "chances  of  Success  in  such  glowing  colors"  that

Arnold  and  O'Laughlin  readily  consented  to  enter  the  conspirackyEk-   Booth  then

left,   promising  that  after  he  had  arra.nged  his  business  affairs  in  New  York

and  in  Permsylvani&,  where  he  had  oil  lands,   he  would  return  and  perfect  their

plans.     (27)

Thus  it  was  that  he  begari  to  gather.  around  him  that  ''small  group  of

visionary  extremists  in  whom  much  brooding  upon  Souther.n  wl.ongs  had  produced

an  unbalanced  condition."     (P,8)

Booth  closed  out  all  his  oil  holdings   (29)  and  on  September  27th  (27)

a,  month  after  his  conference  with  Arnold  and  O'Eaughlin.,   he  went  to  Boston  and

then  in  October  to  hlontrea,i  where  he  spent  nine  days-fr.om  the  l8th  to  the

27th.     (30)     Just  wha.t  tr.anspired  in  I`i!Jontreal  has  a.1\rays  been  a  subject  for

conjecture.    The  Federal  Goverrment  made  a  futile  attempt  at  the  trial  of  the

conspirators  to  prove  that  Booth  at  this  time  met  arid  Consulted  with  Jacob

Thompson,   confederate  agent  in  Canada,   and  his  associates.     Two  witnesses  were

br.ought  f orward  who  testified  that  they  saw  Booth  in  conversation  with  George

N.   Sanders,   one  of  the  agents,   in  the  St.   L&wr.ence   Hotel,   l`vlontreal,   but  beyond

this  the  evidence  was  r!ierely  cir.cunstantial.     (31)

7
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On  October   27,   1864,   while   in  I.iiondr.eal,   Booth  purche.sed  a.  draft

on  the  Montreal  Branch  of  the  Ontario  Bank  f or  sixty-one  pounds,   thirteen

shillings  and  tenpence  a.nd  deposited`$455.00,   which  still  rermined  to  his

credit  at  the  time  of  the  Sul.ratt  trial  in  1867.     (32)     ''1  an  going  to  run  the

blockade,"  he   said  to  one  of  the  bank  tellers  that  da,y9     "and  in  case  I  arm

captured,   can  my  capturers  make  use   of  the  exchange?"     He  had  taken  his  theat-

rical  costumes  with  him  to  Cana.da.     These   he   shipped  on  the  blockade  running

schooner,  !£g=ig ][ialLOL±i=±,   for  either  the  Bahar!ras   or   some  point   in  the   South,   (33)

Sometime   in  November  1864,   Booth  de=_iosited  at  the   home   of   his   sister,

I,':rs.   John  S.   Clar.k.,   in  Philadelphia,   a  large  sea.led  envelope  directed  to  himself .

This  he  called  for  the  following  Janus.ry  and  then  later  retur.ned  it®     Since  his

signature  on  the  document  that  was  f ound  enclosed  is  in  a  dif i el`ent  ink  from  the

body,   it  may  be  presumed  the.t   he  desired  the  papers  a  second  time   f or  the  purpose

of  adding  this.

fw-hen  the  envelope  was   open6d  after  the  assassintltion,   it  wa.s   f ound  to

contain  ''An  addl`ess  to  the  People  of  the  North,   a  letter.  f or  his  mother,   three

thousand  dollar.a  in  bonds,   and  an  assignment   of   some  oil  lan.ds  to  his  brother,

Junius."    The  letter  to  his  mother  "exonerated  his  rela.tives  from any  symp&thy

with  his  secession  propensities."     The   "Address"3   widely  published  in  the  press

soon  after  Lincoln's  deaLth, .gives  the  political  beliefs  of  John  'v'/ilkes  Booth  and

explains  his  motives  for  the  attempts  to  kidriap  the  President.   (34)
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Notes

frjbtrykrd:rfek=eri!±:i:rf::f±rf::::_:j;::favftyed±ar;ff.• (1)    `\€:uotcd  by  The  Cleveland  Leader,   April  17,   1865,   from  The  Chicago  Journal.

(2) Rhode "Iilsi;ory  of  i;he  United  Stgites"  by  James  For
Vol.    1V,    p.531  a,nd   The   New  York  .',t+rorld,    Septe]i}L)er   22

jl.dition  of  1920,
23  and   OctoL`er  1,1864.

• (3)       A  secret   organization  first  .knot-in  as  the  ":rmights  of  the  Golden  Circle";
1a.ter  as  the   "Order   of   fuflerican  l'inights"  \r,I-hic}i  \`/as   chart_god  eiirly  in  1864  to
!'Soris   of  Liberty",      It  was  made  up   of  those  \'/ho   opi]osed  the  Prosideiit,   his
administration and  the  conduct  of  the  \7ar,   and  had  as  its  object  the  overthrow
of  the  existing  i`:atioral  Govc;rnment.

•  (4)        Rhodes  Vol.   V,   p.SIS-514-.

(5)        Clippirig   -Liri.coin  Scrap  Book,   p.4L-6,   Congressional  Library.

(6)        Ibed

•(9)

Vol.11,   p.24,^~'~i7-i-)     a.T.   p.51.
frop.   Inv.   p.564-5.

er Wa^
twQJr

Clipping  -I.incoln  Scrap  Book,   Congressioii_al  Ijibrary,   p,88.

"The  PI.ison  Life   of   Jefferson  Da.vis"  by  Col.   John  J.   Craven,   I.,I.D.   p.196-
197.

`(10)        Con±.oderate   Oi]erLa.lions   in   Canada  aLnd  New  York,   by   John  i.-.jr.   Headley,      The
l`Jeale  Pub.   Co„   Nei.=.,'  York  and  1.`fa.shingtori,   1906,   p.175-185.

•(11)        Rhodes  vol.   V,   p.514_--515.

(12)        Confeder.a.te   Opera.tions   in  Czinada  and  I.few  York9   by   John  '„ir.   Headley,
Riclrmond  E]caniner,   i.:arch  5,   1864,   and   Jones'   Diary.

(13)       Confession.s   -Arnolcl  and  Atzerodt   -  Baltimore  fulerican9   Jam  18,   1869  atid
Official  Records   of   The  Rebellion,   Series  11,   Vol®   Vll,   p.62-63.    .

(14.-)        0.R.   Series  11,   Vol.   Vll;   p.   606-607.     Also  Vol.   Vll1,   p.811.

(15)        Ibed   Series   11,   Vol.   V111,   p.811.

(16)        Vol.   11,   P.189.

(17)        Little  Broun  a?:  Co]apany  1917,   P.353.

(18)        Confederate   Opera.tions   in  Canada  i).nd  New  York,   by  IIe&dley,   p.217-219®

(19)        These   Co"niF.:sioners  I-rere   Jacob  Thoh]pson,   T,.ho   had  been`a  member  of
President  Buchanan's  Cabinet  as  Secrete.ry  of  the  Interior  and  Cleriient
Clay,  .Jr„   am  ex-United  States  Senator  from  Alabama.     Serving  under  those
ti-,-o  were  Beverly  Tucker,   a  Virginian,   wllo  had  been  U.S.   Corisul  i-I.t  I.iver-
pool  a.t  the, outbreak  of  the  war,   G.eorge  N.   Sanders3   a.  Kentucki&n  and  an
ex-United  States  Consul  at  London.   wllo  returned  in  1861  and  became  a
member   of  the   Confederate   L`jecret   Service,   and   .„fi-;1.   C.   CleEiry,   .`T!io   had   been
a  lrLentucky  State   Lcgisl€iLtor  before  the  war.     Rhodes  i,rol.   V,   p..330.
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(24)   (Addition  to  Note   24.)

The  New  York  Tribune  of  hay  6,   1865,   says  that  Pomeroy  "dur.ing  the  irar

publicly  advised  and  incited  the  assassination  of  .1.:r.   Lincoln®"
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Confedera.te   Opel`atioii_s,   Headley..   p, 230.
EE

£5=d,-Fffi.     "From  tie  first  I.i,   Lincoln  reEli`jonded  to  all  ap|]1icationB

±°\T,iE±Sn::!t::€::::::Tii. 'G8:::::e:a:gel.`%ge::£::I:_:9 °£e:::e;?:gfn%ir?e  Pleases  -

i,liss  Ru.therford's   Scrgip   Book9   Athens     Georgia,`   Januar.y  1924-a.nd  the   Southern
Historic&1  Society  Papers,   Vol.   32,   p.99-101.

In  Booth's  diary  in  rjossession  of  the  Tw''a.r  D©partr,lent,   entry  of  April, 31,   1865,;
is  the  statement:     ''1  kn.w  no  private  \'frong.     I  struclc  for  my  couiitry  and  that
alori.e."    This  T.Tould  hardly  be  consistent  \','ith  the  unsi].bstantiated  tales  that
Booth  went  to  the  President  t}-ie  night  before  the  execution  and  plead  for
Beall's  life.     Beall's  diary  `i.jas  edited  And  the  story  of  his  life  \<mitten  by
Da,niel  B.   Luca.s,   an  attorney  of  Richmond,   a  frierid  and   schoolmcLte   of  Bea.Il
and`subsequently  a  United  States  Senator  and  Judge  of  the  U..5®   Supreme  Court
of  `t'-,rest  Virginia.     :,-.'fhile  Beall  vr-as  anraiting  execution,   Lu.cas  was  turning
heaLven  and  ea.rth  to  save   him.     Isaac  IL[arkens,   a  vtJriter  vJho  becane  deeply
interested  in  Beall's  case  and  hcLs  thoroughly  investigated  ever.v  phase  of  it,
states  that  on  the  night  preceding  Beall's  execution;   two  parties  called  on
Lincoln  in-Beall's  behalf,   the   fir.st  coi!ipo£:ed  of  I'ilontgomerv  Blair  who  had  been
Postmaster  Geri.eral  in  Lincoln's  Ca.billet;   and  Lrs,   John  S,   Gittings,  \'i-ife  of
a  BEj.1timore  banker  and  railroa,d  president  and  a  frierid  of  the  Lincolnsa   T}iis
party  cal|ed' eclr.1y  in  the  evening  and  later  the  same  night,   John  I.'.   Forney8
Republica.n  editoro   .:',rashingtQn  I=cLean,   Democrat  editor  and  Rot;er  A.   Pryor,   a
Confederate  General  v,'ho  had  met  I}eall  v,thile  a  fello-\T.J  prisoner  in  Ft.   I.afayette,
ca.lied  on  the  same  mission.     Both  visits  were  fru.itless®     To  the  secoiid
gathering,   Lincoln  shot-¥red  a  telegrcun  fror.ri  General  Dix  sayirig  that  Beall's
execution  v7as  necesscLry  f or  the   security  of  the  cormiunity.     The  Booth-Beall
alleged  connection  was  brou.ght  to  Forney's  attention  in  1876  and  branded  as
false.     (President  Lincoln  and  the  Case   of  John  Y,   Beall"  by  Isaac  i.Iarkens  -
1911  arid   `,'l.:y  Day:      Reminiscences   of   8.  I.ong   Life"   by  I.:r.s  Roger  f'L.   Pr.yor   -
P.250-251,   Ill..:acmillaLn  1909).
•"Cro\'/ding  i,:emories"   by  }`:rs.   Thorns   Bailey  Aldrich,   p.60.
^Isaac  harkens  ''Pres
ire Spi a+ the,  i{e.Le\
Baltiriiore  Amer.ican, Janua

\i`:oe#±napt[c:.t

Eii'E

i:i:--;;-`
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)

Perley' a  Reminiscerice

a.nd
L- dhe  Case   of   John  Y.   Be.all",   P,11.

`-,ti- I-. a 2-
L8 ,` 18£9 .IEJEi]

P®185®

(27)       Twice   during  June  of  that   sun:mer,   the  loth  and  29th,   Booth  v,-hile   on  his  \-.ray
to  the  oil  regions  had  been  a  guest  at  the  i,I:cllenry  House,   I.:eadvilie,   Pa.
Sonietirii.e   18.ter  there  was  discoverecl  sol.a.tched  on  the  T','indow  of   one   of  the
hotel  rooms  the  inscription  "Abe  Lincoln  departed  this  life  August  13,   1864
by  the  ef f ects  of  poison"  but  nothing  Tj-as  thought  of  the  i``rriting  until  after
tile  bra,Sic  event  of  the  f ollor-I-ing  April,  \7hen  it  vTas  circumstantially
ascribed  to  Booth  and  thought  to  have  been  in  the  nature  of  a  prophecy.

:`:::ar:£ef::::yt:se:i:::i::da;`¥oC=nite:::°}±r,bs:`,':::?sB:I::go:£#::e:n:::::::,
F'.   547-8     -    Four  Lincoln  Conspiracies  by  Victor  Louis  leason,     Centur.y
Ldgazinej   A|)ril  l8i96  and   "The  Assclssination  of  Abrahar!i  Lincoln,   by  I)avid
i:iller  De'-`.itt",   P.259-260.

(28)

(29)

Abraharii  Lincoln  and  the  Union,   P1258   -li?athanicl  t„`r.i.r:ht   Stephenson  -
Chr.onicles   of  .fmerica.,   Vol.   29,

Consrjiracy  ri`riaLI  Repor.ts   by  PittLran,   F.,45.
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Ibed  p,38-39]                                                                                                                                  .

If  Booth  went  to  Cancnda  to  corununica.te  his  plan  t-uo  the  Confederate  agents
thei-e  aLncl  obtain  official  sanction,   he  fa.iled,   for  John  Su.rratt9   one  of
the  conspirators,   four.  yc-ars  la.tor  in  his  Rockvil].e  lecture  said  that  he
and  Booth  had  discussed  the  advisability  of  consulting  Richmond®     This
discussion  however3   took  plo.ce   some  weelcs  after  Booth's  Caiiadian  trip.
Tucker  iind  Cleary9   associa.ted  in  Carlada  I,rith  Thompsong   in  a  letter  i)u.blished
in  the  l`:ontreal  Ga.zette,   lLiny  A_L,   1865,   claimed  that  they  had  never`  heard  of
Booth,   anci  Tucker  said  thELt  he  was  not  even  in  i.:ontreal  during  the  time
Booth  v,'as  alleged  to  have  been  there®     In  Booth's  trunk  at  the  i'Tationg.i
Hotel,   t`t7o  seer.et   cipher  letters  were  f ound  i-.Jhich  were  deciphered  by  a  key
that   had  been  taken  from  the  Ric}rmond   office   of  Judah  P,   Benjariiii,   Confederate
Secretary  of  State.     C,I.
on  the  kidnapping  or  assassE;i:ia#t-e-:siifo`iho\y7ever,   threw  no  light  T,rhateve,r

#G7r
(32)      a.rj.i.      P.45-4-6.      Testimony   of  Robert   Anson  Car_rlpbell,   i

Ontario   Ba.nk   of  }`.:ondrea.i.
teller  of  the

(33)     There  has  been  considerable  dispute  as  to  the  i.inal  disposition  of  Booth's•\:/Eirdrobe.     A  special  dispatch  to  the  Boston  Sunday  Hera.Id  from  i..Iontrcal3
l`{oveI{-iber   14_~9    I.8919    Stated   "Autj.quarian   .-.I, -j`.   5naith  has   obtained   conclu.give
evidence  that  the  trunks   found  on  the  schooner  I.:aria  Victoria  -irjhich  i'j.as
wrecked  at   Bic   in  t}}e   autunm  of   1864,   T7ere   the  propert-y  of   J®   .j'ilkes  Booth3
the  &ssassin  of  President  Lincoln."

• "6uring  i;he   following`   sun.uier   (1865)   tli.ere  appeared  in  the    .uebec,  i.orning

Chronicle   of   July  17  an `advertiseiiient   st€iting  t±.lab  on  the   folloT,Jing  day
there  `,-,7ould  be   E:old  at  a.uction  various  eff.ects   landed   from  the   i3chooner  1,:arie
Victoria,   consistilig  of  dry  goods,   i;i-ieatrical  costLm.es,   s\.Jords  ar[cl  va.rious
otl-ier  a.rticlcs.                                                                                                                        .

"Srraith  `n7as   ei'igaged   in  busiliess   in  i=jueboc  at  the  ti}I`ie   anci   }raving  a

i]encliant   ±`or  ti'ie   collection  o1.   relics  and  oi;her  curios3   all;ended  the   sa.1e
aiic.i  purchased  part   of  the  i-/ardrobe.     Geo,   Rankin8   also  purci`iased  a  v&riety
of  things  from  the  stock  of  articles  offered  for  sale,   it  \`7as  th()  gilt  at  the
time,   f or  his   brotiTierfj   i.:cl`:ee  Rankiri,   the  aci;oro

'' The   f ollo.`-7ing  no-tice   of  i;11.e   sale  ai)pea,red   in  the   Ohrollicle   of   July  ltL
1865 _,

''TI'ie  t}ieatrical  i.j'ELrdrobe   of  the   late   John  i.'ilkc;  Booth,   recovt;rGtl  aboui;
a.  Hiorith  a.go   fr.om  the  i,-i.reck  of  the   schooner  I,inrie  Victoria  at  Bicj   last
a.Li.turig   was  disposed   of  by  iiecr.eo   of  the  vice-admir8.Ii;y  court  by  public
auction  yesterday  f orenoon.     inoiig  the  \7&rGlrcibe,   `\!,Thick  unf ortunately  had
been  injured  by  s&1t  \+/aterj   there  `.iras  a  splendid  collection  of  theatrical
clothes  in  fin-e  silF`  velvets,   silks,   satilis,`   ermine  ai'id  criiison9   €Lnd  also
hLats,   caps,   -plurnes,   boots,   buskin   fihoeB9   etc.      Ip.  si'7orcts  ancl  |jistols  Luhere
\7as  a  case   or  trunk  pHcked  tb-j.ith  a  large  wiriety  8Lnd  there  v,Jere   soriie  very
beau`cifully  mounted   ones  among  theme      Competition  on  t:+ie  whole,   'u7&s  vel`y
si]iritedg   and  severa.1  articles  i',rere   sold  at  high  -prices+     Tile  arjiount  re€ilizcd
for  the  t7ardr.obe  iri.  its  danagecl  state  \7/&s  8.bout  $500.     The   original  cost
cannot   have  been  less  than  i;;155000`"

In  a   Story  by  Otis   3kiriner   in  the  American  1.:agazine   f or  }I?ovei-:iber  1€)08,
there   irj   described  the  burning   of  +hese   costumes  by  ;ritdr'.fin  Bootl`t  ijergoiially
in  1873,   -but  this  was  disputed  by  tl.ie  actor.9   Lcl€ee  Rankiri8   rc.fcrred  to  above,
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\7ho  says  in  a.n  intervieT,',   rei-jor.ted  in  a  Boston  pai]er,   t-hat  his  brother
Geor.ge  Rankinj   purclrased  the   costuEAries   f or  him  and  that  he  then  solii  them
in  1£`66  i;hrough  another  actor,   Bartoii  Hill,   to  ]drJin  Booth  `-fho  stored
them  in  rlnhe  -\LL.inter  Car.den  Theatre  I.r.hich  -bu.rned   in  1866  and  that  ai:long  the
thing.cj   destroyed  \f7as   John   .,I.ill`:es'   i,rardroLie.

(34)          The   "Address"   i.cj  as   |r.ollows:
"i.=y  Dear  Sir:-

----  1864.

" You  rjra.y  u.se   I-his   as   you  think  best,      But   a.s   sor`r}e   I:,my  -t`~/ish  i;o

kno\'.i  i.j-hen,   '\r/ho  and  i--f}iy,   and  a.s   I   know  not   how  to  direct,      I  give   it   (in
t}.ie  words   of   your  master)   ''To  i[,7.'`hom  ill  lii€iy   coilcern`':

"  Right   or  \7rong,   God   judge  ine,   not  ri'ran.      For  be  my  motive  good

or  bad,   of   one  -thing   I  ann  su.re,   the   lasting,   co±ficler!in&tion  of  the  Nor.the
" I  love  peace  more  than  life.     Ifave  loved  the  Union  beyond  express-

ion.     Iror  I our  years  I  have  \`mited,   hoped,   and  prayed  for  the  dark  clouds
to  brealc,   for  the  restorat`ion  of   our  former  stinshine®     To  wait   longer  `itt7ould
be  a  crime.     All  hcrpe   for  peace  is  dead.     Iijy  i:`rayers  have  proved  as  idle  as
my  hopes.     God's  i,Till  be  done®     I  go  to  see  and  she.re  the  bitter  end.

''1  have  ever`  held  the  South  -i7ere  right.     The  very  nomination  of
Abra}urn`Lincoln,   four  years  ago,   spclke  plainly  of  i/&r  -.\:.raf  upon  Southern
figlTts  ancl  institutions_.     His  election  i]roved  it.     "AT7a.it  a.n  overt  act"a
Yes8   '-bill  you  ar.e   bound  and  plundered.     -`.-.+hat   follyo     The  South  was  not  wise.
T„Jho  thinks   of  anguer!.ients  and  patience  i`-,.hen  the   finger  of   his  enemy  presses

on  the  trigger?    In  &  f oreign  war,   I  too,   could  say,     /country,   right  or
Tj-rong.`    But  in  a  struggle  such  as  ours  (where  the  brother  tries  to  pierce
the   brother's  heart)   for  God's   sake,   choose  the  right®     T`.,-hen  a  country  like
t}]is  spurns  justice  from  her  side  she  f orfeits  the  allegiance  of  every
honesJu   freeman,   &nd   should  lea.ve  hinl  untrari.jli-Jelled  by  any  fealty  soever8_ to
act  as   his   conscience  may  ap;i.-trove.

"  People  of  the  North,  to  hate  tyro.nny,   i;o  love  liberty  and  justice,
to   strike  at  Ta'rong  and   op}.Jression,   .i-Jag  the  tc}aching   of   our   fa.thers.     The
study  of  our  early  history  i`-j.ill  not  let  me  forget  this,   and  r!iay  it  never.

'' This   country  `=-,,'as  for}ii.ed   for  the  \r/bite,   not   f or  i;he  black,   man.
And  looking  upon  .r'Lf rican  slaver.y  f ron  the   sari`ie   stELnd.point   held  by  the  noble
fra.merit   a-f   our  Oonst-ituicion,   19   for   one,   have   coiisidered  it   one   of  the
greatest  blessi.n.gs   (both  fol`  themselves  and  us)     that  G.od  ever  besto`-I.ed
upon  EL  favored  nation.     -t-.:itness   }ieretol.ore   our  1,i,'ealth  an.d  po'`/-/er,   witness
their  elev€Ltion  and  enlightermiend  above  their  race  elseT„.herea     I  have  lived
anc]ng  it  most  of  my  life8   and  have   seen  less  harsh  tree.trjient  from  master  to
man  th.ari  I  have  beheld  in  the  }NTorth  from  fat}ier  to   son.     Yet   hc;ven  l'mo.tts,
no   oi'ie  t7ould  be  more  -t7illing  to  do  f or  the  I`Jegro  race  than  I,   could  I  but
see  a  wa.y  to  better  their  condition®

" But  Lincoln's  -policy  is  only  preparing  'che  vfay  for  their  total
armihilation.     The  South  are  not,   nor  have  tiien  been,   f i.crThi;ing  f or  the
continu€i.tion  of  slavery.     The  first  baticle  of  Bull  Run  did  a\;Jay  -\.,rith  that
idea.     Their  ca.u.ses   since  the  war  have  been  noble  and  greater  f&r  tlran  those
that   urged   our  fg`at!.iers   on.     Even  should  .`,.,re  allot,r  they  -t/ere  \r,Jrong  at  the
begirming  of  this  contest;   cruelty  and  injustice  iiave  made  tile  -.,-mong  become
rigl-it,   and  they  stand  now,   (before  the  \L'rondc}r  and  admiration  of  the  world)
as  noble  ba.nd  of  patriotic  heroes.     I-Iereafter9   reading  of  their  deeds,
Thermopyla.e  Tj-ould  be   f orgotten®

"  '`o~/hen  I  aided  in  the   capture  and  ex6cution  of   John  Brov.rn   (\.i/ho  was  &
r£"rderer.  on  our  \+/estern  border,   an[}  who  was   fairly  triecl  and  convicted  bef ore
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an  ini3artial   judg6+aa`f`"€Jreason,   and  \7hoB   by  the  v/ay  has   since  bee}i  made  a
god),     I  was  proud  of  ny  little  shEire  in  the  transaction,   for  I  deeriied  it
my  dutyB   Eind  thait   I  was  helping  our  common  country  to  perform  an  act   of
justice.     But  what  I.T€+s  a  crime   in  John  Bro\rm  is   no-,v  considered   (by  thor:1,-
selves)  as  the  greatest  ancl  only  virtue  o±`  the  ij7hole  Republics.n  party®
Strang:e  transmigration!    -Vice  to  become  a  virtue,   siniijly  bec3Luse  fflore
-ir,dtllge  in  it.

/'1   thougi`+I   then,   as   not.j`,   tha.t   the  AbolitioiiiistE`j  iu.Tere  -bhe   only
traitors  in  the  land,   and  third  the  entire  -party  deserved  the  sac;rfe  fate  of
poor  old  Br,oi,Tm;     not  beca.u.se  they  wished  to  abolish  slavery,   but   on  account
of  the  I:leans  they  have  ever  used  to  ef feet  thELt  abolj.tion.     If  Broi.in  \..'ere
living  I  doubt  \-.rheti.ier  he  hir!iself  'i'Jould  set   slavei`v  ag`aiiist  the  Union.     Lost:.
or  I,ianyg   in  the  l``iorth  do,   and   openly  curse  the  Uniori,   if  the  ;South  are  to
return  8.nd  retain  aL  single  right  guaranteed  by  every  tie  \'j.hich  \tTe   once
revered  as  sacred,     The  South  carl  make  no  6hoice®     It   is  either  exterr£-iinEi.lion
or  slavery  for  themselves   (worse  than  death)   to  draw  from.     I  knoT\.7  no   choice®

t`I  have  also  studied  hard  to  discover  upon  \.,That  grounds  i;}`ie  rightof  a
State  to  secede   }ras  been  denied,   -'L.jhen  our  very  name,   United  States,   and  the   DeclargL-

tion  of   Independence,   bcith  provide   for  secessionD     But  tiiere  is  no  time   for
words  -  I  v7rite  in  haste.     I  know-  how  f oolish  I  shall  be  deemed  f or  under-
taking  such  a  step  8.s  this,   \7herea   on  i:ie  one   side,   I  have  mny  fl.lends  ancl
ever.]rt,hing  to  make  me  happy;  where  my  profession  alone  has  gained  me  an
incorrie   of  more  than  ti.-,rerity  thousand  dollars  a  year,   and  Tj-here  I.iy  great  person-
al  ambition  hgis  such  a  grea.t  field  f or  labor.     On  the  other  hand,   the  South
give   ri_ever  bestow,Ted  upon  me   one   kincl  .t7ord;   a  place  Tut.J'here   I   have   no   friends9
excerjt  beneath  the  sod;  a  place  i.There  I  mtist  become  eith.er  a  private  soldier

\%o:  ±eE%%:. ; ;nL`3eg:I;  TgL%::u:i;  5 E:yf::in:,.:aeE;s=E:;e[;]yf:I::]h:1:  :I:do;i:i::.; :
seems  insane,   but  God  is  niy  judge®     I  love   ju.stice  I,lore  than  I  do  a  country
that  diso\rms  it;-more  than  fare  and  ¥/ea.1th;  more   (heaven  pardon  me   il`\F`
\t7rong)   than  a  happy  home.     I  ha.`re  never  been  u-pow  a  battlefield;   but,   0  my
couutr}rmen:   could  you  all  but   see  the  I.eality  or  ef fects  of  this   hor.rid  war.,
as  I  have  seen  them  (in  every  sta.te,   save  Virginia)   I  know  you  woulcl  think
like  me,   and  'v'Jould  pr.ay  the  Almighty  to  create  in  the  I'`{c)rthem  mind  the   sense
of  right  arid   justice   (even  shoulcl  it  i-jossess  no  se&soning  of  mercy),   arid  tli~at

.I:±aT:/:u:go;;:::*;1;::::::::tT;r::a::t:i;`:Jet.::I:;i:::;]i:;I:::1:€::::sg::``-:::I:::e"

remain   (as   I   had  ah.,-ays   knorm  her)   pov.7erful  and  unbroken.     find   even  no-\:,J.  I  ``-,'cluld
hold  my  life  a.s  naught  to  see  her  t7hat   she  i-j'as.     0  my  friends!   i±"  the
fee.rful  scenes   of  the  past  f our  ye&rs  had  never.  been  enacted,   or  if  -i=t-hat
had  beeng   had  been  but  a  frightful  drear  from  i,-..'hicli  I.`j.e   could  now  av;ke,
with  'if/ha.t   overf lo-tr.ring   of   hearts   could  \T/e  bless   our  God  arid  pray  f or  his
continu.ed  favor.      How  I   hcave   loved  i,he   old  flag   can  never  now  be  kno..-=i-n.
A  few  years   since  and  the  entire  T7orld  could  boasi;   of  none.  so  pure  and
spotless.     But  I  have  of  late  been  seeing  `and  hearing  of  the  bloody  deeds
of  v/hick  she   has   been  made  the   emblem,   and  '\..,rould   shudder  to  thin}c   how
changed  she   ha.a  grown,     Oh  how  I  have   longed  to   see   her  break  froi-n  the
mist  of  blood  ancl  death  that  circles  around  her  f olds,   spoiling  her
beauty  ilund.  tarnishing  her  honor!     But  no3   day  by  day   she  }ras  been  dra8¥ged
deeper  a.mi  deeper  into  cruelty  a.nd  oppression,  till  now  (in  my  eyes)   her
clnce  bright-red  str.ipes  look  like  bloody  gashes   on  the  face  of  heaven.   I
loolc  now  upon  riiy  early  adr:lira.tion  of   her  glories  gas  a  dream. `   L=y  love   (as
things   stancl  today)   is   for  the  rjouth  alone.     I`\.tor  do  I  deem  it  a  dishonor
in  attempting  to  rjrake  a  iJr.isoner   of  this  Iran,   to  'i-,Jhom  she   o`\+.,res   so  riiuch
of  her.  misery.     If  success  attends  me,   I  go  penniless  to  her-side.     They
say  she  has  f ound  that   "last  ditch"  which  the  }\}orth  have   So  long  derided.
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and  been  endeavoring  to  force  her  in9   f orgetting  they  are  our  brothers,
and  that   it's   impolitic  to  goad.  an  enenly  to  madness.     Should  I  reELch  her
in  Safety  and  find  it  true,   I  will  proudly  beg  permissic]n  to  triuriiph  or
die  in  that  sane  "ditch"  by  her  side.

"A  Confederate   Doing   Duty  Uioon  His   Own  Responsibility,

w].   tr,r|LRES   BOOTH. ''

(See  sworn  statement   of  J.S.   Clarke,   the  brother-in-1ciw  of   John  '\,r/ilkes
Booth,   dated  i.lay  6,   1865,   in  The  Evening  Star,   '`r.rashington,   D.C„   April
20,1865;      The   New  York  Tribune   and  the  Philadelphia  |T]nquir.er,   sanfle   da.u-ue. )

'..Then  the   legends   of   Booth's   escape   broke   out   anew  in  the   spring   of   1925;

this   letter.  which  had  been  so  widely  published  in  the  newspai)erg   of   1865  and
printed  or  quoted  in  almost  every  book  dealing  \./ith  the  Assassina.tion,   was
.again  printed  by  at   least   one   lai-ge  lrietropolitan  nei..rspLa.per  as  a  scoop   -
under  the   heading   "Booth  Letter,   `Suppressed  60  Years,   Bared."     ThS   Ejtory
clained  that  the  goverrir.tent  had  been  interested  in  suppressing  the  letter  and
that  it   had  been  pr.eserved  only  by  having  been  copi8d  fl`om  the  `£onf ident.ia.1
I.ecords  by  a  secret   service  agent.

J,
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