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#H_EARING  LINCOLN  70 _YEARS \A
By nR. EDGAR DewITT JONES.

FEW   men   who   heard   Abraham
bin?oln  speak  are  now  in  the

land  of  the -living.  Mr.  Lincoln  was
assassinated  63  years  ago  the  four-
teenth day   of   this   coming   April,
and  those  who  have  any  recollec-
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us,  who  saw  and  heard  Abraham
Lincoln.  Such  a  one  is  former  Gov.
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presided

9rni8nd ,Le°in¥rrodducse%ett'Mr?   PLeisc°onfi].
There  were  no  seats  for  the  audi-
ence,  and  my  brother  and  myself,

ii::t:B]Ene'stl:§£fi§£ifaufproE{thjEfcth°ffer:"He    arose    very    slowly,    and,   I

|oerity   and   truth,   and   lt  is.  t
things    that    held  -the    audie
spellbound   for   two   hours,   and
the  end there  was  only  one  opinion
concerning  the  speech."I  ha,ve  always  believed  and  now
believe   that   it   was    the    greatest
sp.:#eE e[vjfenrcoEfarwd;s  {n repose, "a

face  was thoughtful and sad.  When
spoken  to,  however,  his  whole  ap-
pearance    changed    and    his
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it is my belief that Mr. Lincoln art-
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I   afterwards   learned   that   this   is
why Mr. Lincoln  seemed so cautious
at the outset of his speech.
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one  inspired.    His  principal  gesture
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heart  quit  beating.    At  this  time,
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The   audience   was   very   large   and
overflowed   the   Court   House   yard
and  extended  on  to  the  sidewalks
and  streets."T`nese   were   serious   times;   the

i;audience   was   serious   and   in   fact
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pending."In the years that followed, I have
tried  to  analyse  the  influence  that
Mr.  Lincoln exerted over that great
audience.     I   feel   sure   it  was   not
by reason of his well turned  periods
and   flashes   of    rhetoric,   for    he
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to  me  unanswerable  and  his  Ben-

A  dozen  times,   I   suppose,  I  have
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in  1858.

Two  yea,rs  ago  when  I  was lcok-
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Of   1858,  I  saw  Mr.  Ifibcoln .a  few
times  in  the  court  room,  but  never
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a  man  in  his  humble  situation  to!
work  for  or  lay  schemes  to  obtain.
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way, it would  be  likely  to  I all upon
him.:`I-`regard him as the greatest man!
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buries  80  by.
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