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FATE   0F THE CONS-P±RATORS

-irJith  the  capture  of   John  ''i`Filkes  Booth  the  Government  off icia.Is  turned  their

entire  attention  to  procuring  evidence  against  Jefferson  Da.vie  and  other  southern

leaders  and to  .u.he  trial  of  those  more  irmediat®ly  cormected  bith  the  assassin.

"Tth©reas,"  proclaimed  jfmdrew  Johnson  on  Tiny  1,   1865,   "the  Attorney-Goner.&1

of  the  United  States  hath  given  his  opinion--that  the  persons  implicated  in  the  murder

of  the  late  President,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  attempted  assassination  of  the  Hon.

'bfi'illian  H.   Sewa.r'd,   Secretary  of  State,  and  in  an  alleged  conspir'acy  to  assassinate  other

officers   of  the  Feder.al  Government  at  117ashington  City,  and  their  aiders  and  abettors,

are  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  and  legally  triabl®  bef ore  a  military  Colflmission'!

"Ei jg.  ordered,1st,  That  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General  detail  nine  conpeterit

military  officers  to  serve  as  a  J3ommission  f or  the  trial  of  said  parties,   and  that  the

Judge  Advocate  C:~enera|  proceed  to  prefer  charges  against  said  parties  f or  their  alleged

of fences,  arid  br.ing  them to  tr.ial  before  said  ELlitary  Commission  that  said  trial  or

trials  be  conducted  by  the  said  Judge  Advocatecbneral,   as  recorder  thereof,   in  person,

a.ided  b}r  such  assistant   or  special  judge  advocates  as  he  may  designates   and  that  said

trials  be  conducted  vrith  all  dilig%ce  consistent  t=rith  the  ends  of   justices  the  Said

Com:iigsion  to  sit  without  regal.d  to  hours."

Complying  q7ith  the  President's   order,   ]TEJ, A. Nichols,   A8si;tent  Adjutant-General,

appointed the  ]aj#.-epp§raffril-.p-military  commission,   rfe#* fry 9th with

Gener.al  Joseph  Holt,   Judge  Advocate-General  U.S.   Arny  as   Judge  Advocate  and  Recorder.,
hottniiih  t-ne  Hon.   John  A.   Bingham  and  Colonel  H.L.   Burmott  as  Assistai-it  Judge  Advocates.

Soon after  the  assassination,  Secretary  Stanton  had  armouncod  that  all

persons  who  had  harbored  or  Secreted  Booth,   Atzerodt,   or  Herold,   or  who  had  aided  or

assisted  their  ©8cape  should  be  subject  to trial  be for.a  the  Military  Commission,   and

that  the  punishment  would  b®  death."   (Introduction  to  Conspiracy  Trial  -by  Poore).

David  EtHerold,   a-eorge  A.   Atzerodt,   L®wis  Payne,   i{ich&el  0'I.aughlin,   Edward

#±#;;i5¥:%::n:#::¥ai:¥g:#o#:L¥:focei¥Lir;fa:#L;::a:J;:::1;:r:nd=a:::::::|#

conspiring  with  John  H.   Surratt,   John  i.i-t'ilkes  Booth,   Jefferson  Davie  and  others  to  kill

Abrahan  Lincoln,   Andrew  Johason,  'i`filli&m H  Seward    and  General  U.S.   Grant  and  in  pur-

suanc©   of  the  conspiracy  together  with  John tff ilk®s  Booth  and  John  H  Surratt  to  have

murdered  Abraham  Lincoln  and  to  halve  traitorously  assaulted  William  H  Seward  with



® intent  to  kill  and  to  have  laid  in  \irait  to  kill  Andrew  Johnson,  and  General  Grant.

Spangler  was  specif ically.   charged  with  aiding  Booth  to  ob+.ain  entrance  to

the  Presidential  box  and  with  barring  and  obstructing the  door  and  assisting  the  assassin     _ _~{)

to  escape;    Herald  t!jith  aiding  and  assisting  him to  escape;  Payn.  with  the  attempt  to
murder  Secretary  Seward,  and  the  Secret;ary's  sons;  Atzerodt,  with  intent  to  kill

Andrew  Johnson;     0'Laughlin  with  intent  to  kill  General  Grant;  Ii./ira, Surratt  with

aiding  and  assisting  the  assassin  and  all  the  wouldto®  assas8insi     Dr*I\ttludd  with

concealing  and  assisting  in  the  escape  of  Booth  and  Herald.

To  these  charges  and  speci.f ications  all  the  accus3ed  pleaded  "not  guilty"

d#:2+ctrfu*ehe  taking  of  testimonyand  the   Gonmission  procee

The  task  of  procuring  the  evidence  to  convict  the  assassins  fell  upon  the

Feder.al  Secret  Service  directed  by  General  Baker  who  states  that  he  subpoenaed  f or  the

prosecuti on  And  defense  more  than  tvJo  hundred  iwitnesse§9eEEE±:;±±=±====±±E==g±£gB

ngfiEE-
The  magnitude  and  importance  of  this  memorable  milit&ry¢rial  is  shown  by  +h®

f ollori7ing  statistics!     There  were  251  v,ritn8sses   subpoena.®d  for  the  pr.osecution!     of  these

201  were  actually  exennined;   The  defense  subpoenaed  246;   163  were  exarninedi  the  total

number   of  witnesses   examined  vJere  37li   including  recalls  428;  total  number  of  witnesses

subpoenaed,   491;       The  witnesses  car;1e  from  all  classes,   from  General  Gr.ant  dora  to

"Peanuts"  the  call  boy  about  Ford's  Theater.

There  were  4300  legal  cap  pages   of  testimony  which,   including  argumeut§   of

counsel  and  the  reply  of  the  Judge  Advocate,totaled  5,010  pnge8.     This  maLdo  a  pile  of  .

manuscript  over  twenty-eight  inches  high.

The  great  number  of  dopositionsf talcen,   and  the  many  reports  presented  at  the

\ib,far  Depar.tment  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  case,   employed  f ive   shorthand  writers  two

weeks,  and  took  tiiro  experienced  clerks  six  weeks  r;ierely  to  brief  and  file  away.     In

this,  as  in  all  eta,te  trials,  the  govermnent  paid  the  expenses  of  ¥ritnesses  f or  the

defonBe  as  v+©11  as  the  prosecution,   at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  a  day,  and  the  actual

cost  of  transportation  to  and  from  witnesses'   homes.     Thp  Cormiiission  commenced  its  sessions

on  9th  of  I`'y?ay,  and  continued  them till  the  30th  of  Jue,   sitting  daily  when  witnesses

were  in  attendance  or  argur,i©nts  to  be  heard,   from  10  A.M.  to  6  P.i:.,   with  one  hour's

-==:<=¥_._recess  for  lunch  prepared  in  the  penitentia.ry  and  partaken  of  there.
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persons  arrested  as  conspirators  we{`t,'  at  fir.st  confined  on  board  of  the  monitors,   anchor

of f  the  Washington  Navy  Yards;  whence  they  were  removed  to  the  building   originally  used

as  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  during  the  Civil  v¥3,ar,  within  the

limits  of  the  United  States  ,.'irsenal,   on  \.,'hat  was   commonly  knoirm  as  Gr.oenleaf 's  Point

the  junction  of  the  Potomac  and  the  Anacostia,   or  Eastern Branch.     f .

|'Brevet  Afajor-General  Hal.tranft,  the  special  provost-marshal  detailed  for  the

trial,   according  to  Poores'  report,  had  placed  under  his  orders  a  brigade  of  volunteers,

and  a  detachment   of  the  Voterarl  Reserve  Corps.     Strong  guards  were   so  posted  as  to  render

the  r.escue  or  escape  of  the  prisoners  impossi'ole;   and  there  was  in  addition  a  detoctiv®

f orce  `.who  exercised  a  watchful  surveillance.     Each  prisoner  was  manacle%  and  confined

in  a  separate  cell,   attended  by  a  guard;  and  the  heads  of  the  male  prisoners  were  envelo-

ped  in  mif flers,  as   one   of  them,  `'Jhile   on  board  of  the  monitor,   had  endeavored  to  commit

suicide  by  dashing  out  his  brains.     (The  Conspiracy  Trial  -Poore  `¢P8  -9).

The  trial  gas  held  in  a  la,rge  room near  the  prisoner's  cells  or. the  third  story

of  the   old  Penitentiary  in  a  roc'm  on  +.he  ground  f loor   of  which  John  t`j`Jilkes  Booth  had  been

secretly  buried.    The   court  room  had  four  windows,  with  heavy  iron  gratings,   which

aff ordod  ventilation  and  prevented  a.n  opportunity  for  a  prisoner  to  esca.pe  and  there

war.®  two  ante-rooms   for  the  accomT¥ation  of  i-he  court  and  of  the  witnesses.     The  room

was  white-washed  and  painted  for  the   occasion,   a  prisoner's  dock  was   con8truct®d  along

tne  western  side,  the   floor  was  covered  \vith  cocoa-nut  matting,  and  the  tables  and  chairs

were   new.t

The  Court  took  seriously  the  statement     in  Presideut!Joha8on's  pr.oclamation

that  "The  said  Commission  is?sit  without  regard  to  hours  and  had  gas  introduced  in  case

it  should  protract  its  sittings  until  after  dark.     (The  Conspire.cy  Trial,  Poore,  P  8-9.)

One   of  the  e±±±±in£-  reporters  has  described  the  prisoners  during  their  hours

in  court,
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/,"The  male  prisoners/"  he  said,   heavily  ironed,  were  seated  side  by  side  in  a

dock  interspersed  with  of ficers.     Sam  Arnold  was  of  resiJ.ctablo  appearance,   about

thirty  years  of  age,   Tiith  dark  hair  and  'oeard  and  a  good  countenance.     Spangl®r,   the

stage-carpenter,  was  a  chunky,   light-haired,  rather  b]rated  and whisky-soaked  looking

man.     4.tzerode  had  a  decidedt;i]gager  beer  look,  with  heavy  blue  eyes,   light  hair,   and

sallow  complexion.     0'Laughlin  might  have  been  tgikon  for  a  na;tivo   of   Cuba,   short  and

slender,  with  luxul`iant  black  locks,  a  delicate  moustache  and  whiskers,   and  vivacious

black  eyes.     Payne  I.'Jas  i.ne   incarnation  of  a  Romarl  gladiator,  tall,  muscular,   defiant,

with  a  low  forehead,   large  blue  eyes,  thin  lips,  and  black,  straight  hair,  with  much

of  the` animal  and  little  of  the  intell.ctu&l.    Dave  Harold  was  what  the  ladies  call  a

pretty  little  man,  with  cheiry  cheeks,  pouting  lips,  and  incipient  'ooard,   dark  hazel

eyes,   a.nd  dark,   long  hair.     Last   on  the  bench  was  Dr.     }fudd,   ','/}i.ose  ankles  and  wrists

V:J:I:h:°::::r::C::i::8±:::::ds:±=a;>:::::;bit:r]:`:.i,`¥±L:;;i:.¥::ti¥:x::::a::::i::df=::.fo

and  blue   eyes."   ('Perloy's  Reminisconc®s",   by  Ben  Parley  Poore,   Vol  11  pp  185-6).

In  their  c.311s,according  to  ari  account  in  the  lf/aBhington  SL±ar  published

duriiig  the  trial,  Mrs  Surratt  biijnt /£ost  of  her  time  in  reading  her  prayer-book."

Har told's  mood  was t:ercurial,   sonetimes  exuberantly  buoyant,  and  sometimes  as  much

dEpressed. I.iudd  paid  gon6iderable  attention  to  his  persoml  appearance"and  cas
'''"particular  &s  to  c.leanliness  of  body.     Iiike  I`.ira+Surratt  ho  occupied  "ch  of  his  time  in

reading  religious  books/f    Atzerodt  was ':tolid  and  uncormunicativ®  for  the  most  part. "
I                                     twf ,,

0'Lau€]ilin    conducted  himself  quietly;^s®ened  to   feel  his  situation  the  most  deeply  of
I(                                            "                                                                                            .I,

any  of  t}:c.  pri8onors,   and  walked  his  cell  much  of  the  time.
/,

Payne  displayed  the  saii'ie  cool  audacity  ii..viiriably,  whether  in  his   cell  or  in
''                                                    :                               ,'

the  court  room,  and  exhibited  not  fafrequently  that  devil-may-care  reckle§g  spirit  of
',

good  humor  that  Springs  f ron  high  physical  condition.    Then  spoken  to  he  replied"with

of f-hand  bluffness,   using  bar.ely  enough  words  to  convoy  an  answer,   and  was  equally
„

costive   of   speech  in  making  known  his  `'Jish®s.
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//''
Arnold  appeared  'in  his  coil  as  in  the   court-r.oom,quiet  and  pleasant,   and  gave

/(                                                                                                                              I,                                                      tr

his  a.ttendaL`.ts-little  trouble.     Sperlgler,   despite  his  lugu'orious  face' \'/as  said  to  be
'1',`runiformly  light-hearted  and  exceedingly  talkative.    His  appetite  was  superb,   and  when

the   ordinary  ample  pr.isori  allowance  was.given  him  and  he  was  asked  if  that  was  enough,
1'`,

he  sigriified  that  he  could  manage  a  little  more.     He  had  already  learned  to  distinguish

the  voices  of  the  different  guards,  and  called  to  them  as  they  passed,   seeming  inclined

for  conversation  to  break  the   loneliness   of  his  confin®menJ/.   (Fron  The  -i`/ashinston  §±±Lr,

New  York  Tribune '.'i.ednesday,   Liny  24,   1865.)

No  question  has  ever  been  rcaised  as  to  the  conviction  of  six  of  the  prisoners,

but   so  far  as  }ths.   Surratt  and  Dr.   Mudd  ar.e  concerned,   it   is  claimed  there  w&s  not

8uf ficient  evidence    upon  which  to  base  a  deaf,h  sentence  for  the  forn®r  and  one  of

life  ixprisonment  f or  the  latter.     It  was  no  wonder,  in the  angry  time  that  f ollowed/

the  assassinatiop,\'Jith  the  nation's  pulse  at  fever  heat  and  the  cry  for  vengeance  ringing

through  the  land,  that  all  who  were  in  ever  so  remote  a  manner  identified  with  the  chief

conspirator.   should  be   rashly  judged  and  summarily  doe.It  with.   (L.C.B.  p  103.)

There  were  clearly  tHl|t,.g„   one  to capture,  the  other  to  as.sa§sipate,    The---I-J
proBecution  was  able  to  keep  those  bef ore  the  court  as   one  and  to  procure  the   conviction

of  those  connected  with  the  first   on  charges  Of  having  aided  and  abetted  the  second.

There  was  no  evidence  introduced  to   show  that  f.irnold  had  any  connection  or  knowledge   of

the  assassination  plch.     0'haughlin,   howevert} did  not   fare  so  well.     He  \iras   in  '`i'/ashington

on  the  night  of  the  14th  and  testimony  was  brought  in  .I-,a  show  that  ho  had  appeared  at

the  home   of  Secretary  Stanton  that  evening,    ¢he  presumption  being  that  Booth  had

delegated  him  to  murder  the  \-Tar  Secretary  or  General  Grant.     He  was.  given  the  benefit  of

sono  doubt  and  did  not  suf for  tile  death  peiialty.       It  is  highly  debat€able  whether

Spant}1er  know  cf  Booth's   intentions  wlien  he  called  foi  him io  hold  his  horse  in  the

:A;;;:=a&+°7f;£_:#¥rfzntfckwgn;i%j££?Oaf.t`¥fafb/u#€:?~
The  evidence  against  }i'{rs.   Surratt,   a.large  part  of  which  at   least  appears  to

:.iRE ±



be  reliable,  \i/as  that  her  t,'Jashington  lodging  house  on  ''H"  street  was  frequented  by  thro.

of  the  principal  consp " ors,   Booth,  ',i/ho  called  upon  her  on  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of

•t,he  assassination,   Payne,  who  had  been there  several  times  &nd  had  lived  there   for  a

couple  days  and  whom  she  had  met  and  knew,   and  Atzerodt,   who  was  well  enough  known  in

the  household  to  be   called  by  the  nickname  "Port  Tobacco";  that  her  son  John  was  also

connected  with  these  plotters;  that  she  drove  do``/n to  her  Surrattville  tavern  after

seeing  Booth  upon  the  day  of  the  assassination,  and  left  a  package  containing  a  field

glass  at  the  tavern  in  the  custody  of  John Aoyd,   her  tenant,  who  test,ii.led  she  reo.uested

him  to  have  the   sht)citing   ii.ons   .i`]Thi.ch  had  been  br.ought  to  the  taver`n  some   sir+  \'.leeks  bef ore

by  Surra.tt,   Harold  and  j'.i.tze.rodt  reao`.y,   for  they  would  bo  called  for  that  night.     Though

ti oyd's  testimony  was
fu4jc./44uir4

illMch.dine++±±E±-]dEct  by  the  fact  that  ho  vaB  under  the  influonc

of   liquor  a.t  the  time,   and  t}iere  vi,.as   qualifying  testimony  as  to  vthat  took  place,   yet

t}.iere  is  no  qiuestion  but  that  thei`e  was  a  convers&{,ion  between  hi}n  and  }u:rs.   Surratl-,,   not

coutr`adicted,   in  which iloyd  claimed  she  gave  him these  directions;  that  Booth  and  Harold

called  a.nd  took  avj'ay  the  weapons  at  the  time  indicated;   and  later,   wlien  Pnyne   carjie  to  the

Surratt  house  in  the  evening  disguised  as  a  workman,   8.nd  \'ras  accosted  by  the  of f icers,

he   claimed  that  he  was  a  ditch  digger  ar,d  did  nclt  know  I.{rs.   Surratt.     .b'Jhen  she  was  called  tt
<

by  the   of ficers  she  swore   she  load  never  seen  him  before.     While  the  defeiice   claimed  he

iAr:is   disguised  i-====+=======,   and  that  she  was  very  nearsighted  und  incap&'ole  at  times   of

distinguishingpeople:thor;£j+as*j;;VienL3:eL8c°i¥Ef°.SP°rY,.±±&t„i%rj{is„±£}?rfe:.J%i72£±j±

claimed.     That  tilone  would  ha-ve  -been  irisu-ffici6ri~t-6+i`die~rice  to   convic^.     If  the  President/#
-froje®dr ,

A    had  seen  fit  to  cor.ir,lute  I':rs.   Surr&t+'s  sentence,   it   is  probable  th.at  nluch  of  the  criticismar- cz-f-
bestowed  subsequently  upon4the   court  would  not  have  been  f orthcoming.

So   far  as  Dr.   Mudd  is   concerned,   he  knew  Booth,   but  there  was  no  evidence   of  his

being  concerned  in  the  conspiracy.     During  the  time  Booth  was  at  the  doctor's  hot.ie   on  the

day a ft ei. the murder heric:tc?oj|h; £us;I::i£,andil¥u.8;h#L£°=f.°= &iLS5:ifei±`';dtsthat he
EZ=

dl}'  have  hadA¥rz*as  a  Pat-ient  for  several  'r^ours`*£ airknew  tia&±  man  was  Booth,^he„c€uld  h&r
.       ,                '__=_

-\./ithout .     If  the  doctor  had  stated  freely  'i-,o  the   off icers

when  they  called  upon  him  that    Booth  and  }Srold  had  been  there,   there  was  no  more  evidence

`<r` :.. serr:v±~,=  _,F'   .ar.-~ -.`   : -, -+rd#<-``,±±'xS:.`-:`-:'i±=;iiiis-;`= I dr:rfeif ifi3£isf i±€ii



to  connect  him  viith  the  affair  than  iloyd,  the  tavei`n  keeper,  who  v/as  told  by  Ifrold,

when  he  \r/eat  there  to  get  the  \`,'eapons,  that  they  had  assassinated  the  President.     But
ir ed i._i2*++H. 'f al*kq  6L

Dr`Mudd  `r/as  evidently  a  strong  sympat.hizer  v.|th  the  southern  cause,  and#=a  kind-     ``

hearted,  self-sacrificing  man,"amay  have  felt  justified,  as  a physician,  if  for  no

other  reason,   in  concea-ling  the  knowledge  from  the  authorities.     It  is  true  h®  .vaded

and  falsified,  but.u  his  9.ction  was  limited  to  his  medical  duties and g# the
men  f or  a  day.     7|Tnles8  Booth  conf essed  the  m3.rder  to  him,   and  it   did  not  appear  that  he

did,   i.he   doctor  could
zrd#ve

knowp,before  the  assassins  left  him,   of  the  crime.

On  June  30th,   the  Commission  found  Herold,   Atzerodt,   Payne,   e`nd  I:rs  Surratt

"Guilty"  and  sentenced  them  ''to  be  hanged  by  the  neck  until  they  be  dead."

0`Laughlin  was   found  guilty  o±`  the   Conspiracy  6harge,   but  not  of  the  specifica-

tion  of  lying  in  wait  to  kill  General  Grant;    Spangler  \iJith  aiding  Booth  in  his  escape;

Arnold   ol`  the  Conspiracy;   and  Dr.  hfudd  of   concealing  and  aiding  the  assassirB`to  escape;

C'Laughlin,  Arnold  and  Mudd  were  sentenced  to  hard  labor  for  lifei   Spangler  for  six  years.

Cn  July  5th,   President   Johnson  approved  the  sentences  with  the  pr.ovision  that  the

execution take  place  on  July  7  and  the  others  be  sent  to  Albany  Penitentary.  ".e  place

of   imprisorment  \.fas   changed,   however,   on  July  15th  to  the  lthlitar'y  prison  at  I)ry  Tortugas,

Florida,
cgrrtywlFEri=

Every  effort  was  rade  to  procure  ce±iTfi\=if±  of  I`,[rs,Surratt's  sentence  to  life

imprisomient,but  without  avail.

'.fthile  Drr}fudd,   O'Laughlin,   Spangler.,   and  Arnold  were  confiried  at  Dry  Tortugrs

an  unusually  deadly  epidemic   of  }J.ella'=r   fever

broke  out  in  the  fort,  soldiers  and  prisoners  dying by  the  score  ever?-  day,

and  all  the  neighboring'  sand  keys  were  dotted vi-ith  graves.    Every  surgeon

on  the  post had been  c8,rl.ied  away,  a,nd  the  commndant was  almost  in  despair,

when  Dr.  Mudd, offered his  professional  Services.    They  were  gla.dry  accepted,

and his  first act was  the  enlargement  of all  the  porE'oles  jn  the  upper

caLsem_ents,  to  give  his  patients  more  ail..    This  treatment  gave  good  results,

and he  soon had  the  ep.demic  under  control.    All  the  officers
£T       .       &}               i.+~,}S,    =}-`    +                            r`.`        `_   ~-               `                      i`        _{J`+   ri+al            T`e`                '~    i`T-'````±^   `,    I    ~\#i`   ¥~{'       i`

I        i,i--%t,          i-+-'}S'=i--\`                     r`--`---`                i      -{','ri-*



unit`ed in  sid;ing +;  petition  to  Pie;i`a=Lt Johnson  asking+ for  his  release  on
I

account  of  the  valuable  segiv±ees  rendered,  and he  was  pardbned FebI"ry  8,

1869,  and was  released  fran  confinement  Eflarch  8.    Arnold  and  Spangler  were

released  from  the  sane  prison  nEarch  21,  1869.    Bflichael  0'Laughlin  died  of

yellow fever while in the fort,   Septe]]Dber 25,  1867.fi©£;E±iL¥B±
lLf]JEl_I===I==|,--ri±±q_|f!_p.f'=rA_=i=;-I+j=F}
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I.`-f.            .i

?he  an-nouncement .-3Ppral

about  noon  on  the  6th  of   July,  ¥r that,  the  prisoners
redkar-`-a

condemnc3d  to  de:ith  would  be  hanged.  the  next  day,   produced

" In   the  case   of  =.lps.   '3urratt   the  excitement  was  unboimded,   bec{-iHse  many  2iad

arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  testiT=ony  tngainst  her  was  not,  sufficient  to  convict

her;   tend,   in  addition  to  this,   there  being  a  rumor  that  her  sentence  would  be  co"rmted

to   i'T`prisonment,   even  many  of  those  who  had  been  most   strennons   in  advocating  that  the

severest  punislrment   should  be  imposed  upon  all   the  prisoners,  were  now  anxious  to  }`Eve

her  sentence  changed  to  .imprison"iet,   and  wel.e  loud  in  their  f}rguments  in  fiivor  of  the

corrmut,|tion  of  her  sentence.

Expecting  the  ,Acquittal  of  -:rs.   Surratt,   or  at  lerLst  a  light  sentc;`nce,   her

counsel  were  s?locked  w}ien  they  le,`irmed  that  her  death  h,£d  been  decid.ed  upon,   and  imine-

diately  made  an  effort  to  have  her  senterice  cllanged

iiitJ-)
On  the  morning   of  July  6th,   General  Hartranft,   accompanied  by  the   judges   of  the

cour`t  and  the  of ficers  of  the  prison,  went  to  the  cell  of  each  prisoner  and  road  the  verdict k.

t=e±:fa.     The  condemned  prisoners  then were  tak6n  from their.  cells  and  placed  in  a  lar.ge

rocirii^  c)n  the  ground  floor,   a.nd  their   friends  and  spiritual  advisers  were  &11ow®d  to  see  them,

f=-=±i-.==+==L.=_====±EEii-i
George  Alfred  Townsend,   of  the  New  York  j§[9EEE  was  preserd  at  the  execution.     It   i8

from  his  description  that  the  events  of  that  morning  are  tolds-



"I  entel.ed a  large,  grassy Pan/ surrounded by  an  exceedingly high wall.

On  the  top  of  this  wall  soldiers,  with  musk~ets  in  their  h` nds,were  thickly

pj.anted.    The  yard below  was  broken  by  irregular-buildir!£.s  of brick.    I

climbed by  ti  flight  of  outside  Stairs  i.o  +,hi..i  central  building,  wliere  nrany

off.icers  were  seat,ed  at  the  windows,  .=.nd  locjked  Gj.  while  a,t  i,he  strange  scene

on  the  grassy  plaza..    On  the  left  the  long

r-__

E=

barred,  im.pl.eg`nable  penitentiiry

rose.    The  shady  spots  beneath  it  were  occupied  b}'.  hirddling  specta.tor.s.

Soldiers  were  filling  their  canteens  at  the  pumps.    A  face  or  two  lo:,ked  out            -`'['~

_fromtheba==edjail.Tbenorthsid:oftpeya:_a_was_=ncl:Sed?nthree~iice5+=+gE
by  columns  of  soldiers  drawn  up  in  r.egular  order,  the  side  next  to the  penitentiary  being

short  to  admit   of  ingress  to  the  prisoners'   door;  but  the   opposite  column  reached  entirely     V

up  to  the  north  wall.    The  gallows  consisted  of  a  beam  resting  horizoritally  in  the  air,

twenty  f eet  from the  ground.     Four  ropes  at   irrogula,r  intervgLls  dangled  from  it,   each

nccjsed  at  the  end.t'  Then  follows  a  detailed  description  of  the  construe+uion  of  the  gallows:

Close  by  the   foot   of  which  four  wooden  boxes  were  &t  the  edge   of   four  newly  excavated  gr.aves,

the  fresh  earth  of  which  was  already  dried  and  brittle  in the  burning  sun.    In  those  boxes

arid  pits  were  to  be  placed  t'ne   victims  wh®n  the  gallows  had  i.i  them  dora.     Not   f&r  frorr.

these,   in  silo.nee  and  darkness  b®noath  the  prison  whore  it  had  lain  so  long  and  so  f oro-

bodingly,   the  body  of  John  Wilkes  Booth,   sealed  up  in  the  brick  floor,   had  been  moldering.

If  the  dead  ceLn  hear,   he  had  listen.d  'many  a.  time  to  the  rattle  of  their  lmnacleg  upon  the

stairs;  to  the  moaning  or  the  gibing  or  the  pr.aying  in  the  bolted  cells  whore  those  whom

kin.dred  fate  had  given  a  little  lease  upon  life  lay  waiting  for  the  terrible
EI
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pronouncement.    The  sentence  gave  them  only  till  two  o'clock,  and  it  was  near

the,t  time,  ellen  suddenly  the  wicket,  opens,.the  troops  spling  to  their  feet,  and

stand  at,  order  arms,  t,he  flags  go  up,  the  low  order  p5.s5es  fran  company  to

company;  the  Specta.tors  huddle  a  lit,tie  nell_ref  to  the  scaffold;  all  the

writers  for  the  press  prodi.].ce  their  pencils  and  notebooks.

''First  came  L=.  middle-aged  wo3ran  dressed  in  bhac}`',  bonneted  .and  veiled

walhing  betth7een  t,"o  bareheaded  priests.    One  of  these  held  against  his  t>re`,=t_st,

a  cru6ifiE  of  jet,  +£nd  in  the  folds  of  his  blue~fringed  sash he  carried  -3n

open breviary,  while  both_  of  them  mutt.el`ed  the  service  of  the  dead.    Four

soldiers,  with  muskets  at  the  shoulder,  followed,    nd a  captEi@ led  the way

to  the  gallows.

''The  second  party  escorted  €,;  snail  and. sh.-,mbling  German,  whose  head

had  a_  long  Tiinite  cap  upon  it,  rendering  ,.Jot.e  filttry  his  dull  comrilerion,  =3nd

upon whose  feet,  the  chains  clanked  as  he  slowly  advanced,  pl.eceded by  two

officers,  flanked by  a  Lutheran  clergyrari,  and  followed,  as  hi,s  predecessbr,

by  ln  aided  squad.

"The  third  prEacber  and  pa.rtry.`r. clustered  about  a  shabby  bay,  whose  lifros

tottered `fls  he  progressed.

"The  fourth  walked  in,  the  sh--_-.don  of a  straight  high  statue,  whose  tavny

hair and  large  blue  eyes  were  suggestive  rather  of the b;-irba.ri&n  stridiag  in

in his  conqueror's  triumph  than  the  assassin  going  to  the  g,``:Lllowrs.    All  these,

captives,  priests,  guards,  and  officers,  nearly` twenty  in all,  climbed slowly

and  solemnly  the  narrow  steps;  and  upon  four  armchairs,  stretching  e.cross  the

stag_.e  in  the  rear  of the  trap,a,  the  condemned were  seated wit,h  their  spi±itunl

attendants behind  then.
"The  findings and warrants were  imediately  read  to  the  prisoners by

General Hartranft  in a  quiet, and respectful  tone,  an aid holding  5.n uribrella
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over  him.    Hr.8  Surratt  was  placed  on  the  right,  and  the  nearest  to  her  was  Payne,   i.clllowed

by  Herold  and  Atzerodt.     At   first  I.ira.   Surratt  1.,fas  vel`y  feeble  and  leaned  her  head  upon

alternate  sides  of  her  a.rnchair  in  nervous   spasms;   but.  now  and  then,  when  a  sort   of  wail

just  issued  from  her  lips,  the  priest  placed  before  her  the  cr.|icifix  to  lull  her.  fearful

spirit.
\ `ft`r.

"Payne,  the  strongest  criminal  in  our hist6ry,  mag  alone  dignified

and  self-possessed.    He wore  a  closely  fitting  i7~nit  shirk,  a  sailorls  str€.w

hat  tied with  a  ribbon,and  dark_  pan-taloons,  but no  stioes.    His  collar,  cut very

low,  showed  the  tremendous  muscuharity  of his  neck,  and  the  breadth  of  his

breast was  more  conspicuous  by  i,he  mnner  in which  the  pinioned arms  thrust

it  forward.    His  height,  his  vigor,  his  glzLre,  made  him  the  strong  central

figure  of  the  tableau.    He  looked  at  death  as  for  one.long  expected,  and  not

a  tremor  nor  {i  shock  stimed his  long,  stately  limbs;  and  he  died  -without  ta]q§ing

the  h.i,nd  of  E±ny  living  friend.

"Herold,  the  third  condemned,  `j.1though  whimpering,  hid  far  more  gri't  than

I  anticipated;  he was  inquisitive and  flippant-faced,  '`-End  looked at  the  noose

fhauntir}g  before  -n.im  and  at  the  people  g..±thered below.    j\.tzerodt  wore  a  grayish

coat,  black  vest,  light  pantrioons  ±itid  slippers,  a`nd  a  't,Thite  cifff ir  on  his

head,  perhaps  a  h.`.mdkel.chief .    He  was  visited  by  :riis  mother  ,and  a  poor  ignorant

woman  with  whom  he  cohabited.    Hg  i,t,Jag  th'=  picture  of  despair,  and  died  ridi-

culously,  whi€tling  up  his  courage.

_..__=±±

"T,then  General  Hartranft  ceased  reading,  there  wa,a  a  momentary  lull,  broken  only

by  the  cadences  of  the  priests."

In  a  few  minutes  the  two  traps   fell  wit,h  a  sham,   the  four  bodi®g     dropped

like  a  single  thing.     They  wei-a  allowed  to  hang  about  twenty  minutes,   when  Surgeon

Otis,   U.S.V.,   and  Assistant   Surgeons  Hoodward  and  Porter,   U.S.A.,   exanined  them

and  pronounced  all  dead  end  they  w-ere   cut   doun  and  given  over  to   a  squad  cJf   soldiers

who  placed  them  in  pl&in  pine  boxes,  End  lowered  them  in  the  graves  prepared  for

them, ''
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DISPOSING   OF  TRE   REMAI}!S

Inunediately  after  the  execution  according  to  the  ¥/ashinj=ton §±±!:  (Fob  8  and  15,

1869P  fsee  also  Colunbian,   April  1911,  The  New  York  World,   Fob  15  and  16th,   1869,   The

Boston  Advertiser,   Feb  16,1869.)  the  remains   of  Mrs  Surratt,   Lewis  Payne,   David  Harold

and  George  Atzerodt  wer.e  placed  in  c.ommon  boxes  and  interred  side  by  side  in  graves  near

the  scaffold  outside  the  old  Peniteniinry  building,inside  of  which  uns  buried  the  body  of

Booth.     In  the  box  with  each  body  there  was  also  placed  the  name  of  the  party,   enclosed

in  a  bottle.       Later.,  the  body  of  Wirz,  the  Andersonville  jailer  was  placed  in  the  yard

adjoining  the  body  of  Atzerodt.     A  wooden  headboard  with  the  name   of   each  person  buried

below,  was  placed  at  each  grave,  and  a  fence  was  erected  around  the  graves.     In  the  fall

t./f   1867,  the  demolition  of  the   old  Penitentiary  building  was  d®tel`mined  on,   and  it  became

nec®ss&ry  to  remove  the  bodies.     They  were  then  rebur.led  under  the  flagstone   f looring  in

No.   I  i.i.ar`ehouse   of  the   Arsenal.

Mrs  Surratt  was  laid  next  to  the  north  wall  of  the  building  and  the  others  in

•    the  following   orders     Payne,   Harold,   Atzerodt,  Wir2  and  Booth.     There  the  bodies   remained

until  Febr`uary  1869.    This  change  in  burial  place,  however,   added  to  the  public  confusion

as  to  the  disposition  of  the  assassirS,   f or  the  Gc}vernment  of ficials  who  were  cognizant  of

the  transfer    would  state  that  the  bodies  rested  in  one  of  the  warehouses. of  the  j'irsenal,

which  was  a  seeming  contradiction  of  ear`lier  statements  that  they    were  &t  the  old

Penitentiary  building.     After  the  identification  and  autopsy  of  the  dead  John  Wilkes,

there  w&§  much  pr`eBs  speculation  &s  to  what  eff orb  the  Booth  fanily  would  put   f orth  in

order  to   gain  possession  of  the .body.

The   falnily,   however,   in  the  tur.bularit  weeks  immediately  f ollowing  were  not  in

a  position  to  demand  recognition  of any kind.    Edwin  merely  stated  that  the  matter  was

`d

being  left  fully  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov®r.nment  to  do  whatever  was  considered  most  fitting.

Sub8®quently  a  plea  was  made  to  Secretary  St&uton  for  the  body,for  on  September  llth,

1867  Edwin  Booth  wrote  General  Grant   &s   followBS-

Sirl

F_ _                 ,I,11 ----- _
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_.I  Slrl
'V'

HLTlng  once  r®o®1ved  a  promls®  from Hr.   Stanton
thaLt  the  fanlly  of  John Wllk®e  Booth  8hould b®  permltt®d  to
ob€aln  the  body  when  8tfflol®nt  tl-o  had  ®1ap8®a,  I  yl®1d®d

i;OL£::::=:t:e#:;::t:::&¥:®r:ih:io::d£:F#:dL:::a:t:::=e®d®d.
J,,`

I  now  &pp®al  to  yon. .1ti  behalf  of' rty  heart-brormen
mother-that  she  nay  reoelvo  the  renaln8  of her  eon.    Yon.
elr.  can und®r8ta=d What a  coneolatlon  it  mold  be  to  an
&g®d parent  to  have  the  privll.ge  of T18ltlng  the  grave  of
her ohlld.  and  I  feel  a88ur®d  that you till.  oven  ln  the
nld8t  of your moot pre8slng dutle8.  fool  a  tonch  of  qydpettry
for  her-one  of  the  groat®st  aeff®r®re  llvlzLg.

I..I lfay  I  rot  hope.  too,  that you till  listen  to  our
®zLtr®atl®s  and  Bend  mo  Some  ®zroouragrezie-eomo  lnfomatlon      ,
how  and  wh®n  the  retBa,ltLe  my  b®  obtained?    ty  8o  doing you
till  rec®1v®  the  gratltudo  of a trogt  unhappy  forily,azid wlll-
I  am care-b® `ju8tlfl®d by all  right-thlqklng tnnds  8hould  the
tdatt®r  b®com®  1movm  to  othore   than  our8®lv®e.

``  ..

I  ehall  r®tDa,in  ltL  Baltimore  two  veoke  from  the  date
of  this  letter-dnrlng whloh  time  I  Could  send a  tm8t-corthy
person  to  bring hlth®r and prlv&tely  bury  the  retzalns  ln  the
fablly  grounds.  thn8  roll®vlzig ny  poor nether of mob tnlsory.

"7   Apo|og|zlng  for ny  |ntm81on.  and  azHiou8ly  amitlng
a  reply  to  thl8-

I  am,  sir.  with  groat  r®8p®ct.
S:J

Yr.  obt.  Bert.

----.-=1

` qu``_,  -'T-`' I-J  ._
I-_.     _ ---. _ ---.-

I

•',rJh®th®r  G.nepal  Grant  replied  to  this  i.tter  f]-rfu  is  uncertain.     No  record  of

a.n  answer   has   eveF'+;`-been   found.

Here  the  matter  rested  until    February )1869  yinen  on  the    tenth  of  that  month,

Edvin  Booth  wrote  President   Johnson  -.
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'#/Doer  Slr§

b lfay  I  not  now ask your rfud  consldomtlon of
rty  poor  lfoth®r'B  roque8t  ln  t®1atlon  to  her  son'8  romaLlns?

» Oho  bearer  of  thl8{Hr.  John Woaver}18  sexton
of §E=±±± Chrohi  Bal€1znoro,  who  will  obeorv®  the  8trlct®st
eocrooy  ln  thl8  dDtt®r-and  you  my  r®€t  a€surod  that  nozi®
of rty  foully  d®slre  ±t8 'ppbllclty.

" Uhabl®  to  vlelt  W&shlngton.  I  have  deptit®d
Mr.  Weaver.~ 1n  whom  I  have  the  ftlll®8t  confldenc®.  and  I
b.g  that you  vlll  zLot  delay  ln ordering  the body  to  be
91T®n  t  o  hl8  oaro.

w H®  "11  retala  lt{'placlag  lt  11 his  voult}untll
eueh  tlno  aB  we  can  r®tnov®  other  medbors  of  our  family  to
the  Baltlznoro  Cgpg±:i__¥_ and  thu8  prov®zit  any  apeolal  aetico
of  lt=

mtiomi"in¥=ul|:halls:iiea=p?I::±af:¥to::i:aint®O¥'lt  b®1ng under  seal  of  the  War  Dopartnozitf  lt  nay cozitaln
rellc8  of  the  poor  rdsgtilded  boy-thloh would  be  dear  to
hl8  cozTowlng Hotter,and  of  ro  use  to  anyone.    Your  E=cell-
•zrey could  greatly  l®€s®n a  cmshing  weight  of  grl®f  that
18  harrying ny  Hotter  to  the  gziav®  by  8Lvlng  lqnodlato
orders  tor  the  8af®  d®llT®ry  of  the  rotrilzis  of  John W11tee8
Booth  to  Hr.  Weaver,  and  gain  the  la8tlng gratltnd®  of    ,

" rr.  obt.  8ervt.

n  mwln  Booth  w
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Five  days  later,  the  President  granted  Edwin  Booth's  request  and  directed

General  Schofield,Secretary  of  War, to  surrender  the  body.     }t'{rr Johnson's   order,  issued

at  2  ¢.rf.,reads

Hi!`

J`,

"ERECUI'IVE   ?,:ANSI0RI

February  15th  1869

OFil®  with  112

•"The  Honorable  the  Secretary
of  War  v.dll  c8Luso  to  be
delivered  to  L]r.   John`-``-ir/-eavar-;  -S-®`cton  of   Christ

Chiirch,  Baltim.ore,   the
remains   of   John Wilk®s
Booth,   f or  the  purpo8®s

mentioned  in  the  within
communication.

"Andrei,-.J  Johns on"

On  the  Bane  day  an  order  was  give

A.   Jitaerodt  to  his  brother,   John  a.   Atzerod:-:.,-;:::

±±i±§q±,farfufrftRErfe±*t>

}`,{r* Johnson  to   deliver  the  body   of  Georg.

Instructions  had  alreaLdy  boer  issued  and  car.ri®d  out  for  th.  exhurliation  of  the

bodies  of  htrs,Surratt  and  David  Herold.

Eaj or  General  E.fr.   Townsend,   Assistant  Adjutant  General,   irrm®di8,tely  upon

receiving  the  PI`esident's  instructions  through  the  Secretary  of  \a/ar,  wrote|-

"Brevet   }v:aj.   Gen.   George  D.   Ransoy,
"Car.mending  .`i'tJashington  Ar8Bna,1.

',sir s

"The  President  directs  that  the  body  of  John  \3Jilk®8
Booth,   interred  at  the  Washington  Arsenal,  be  delivered
Bo  Lir.   John  lf''eaver',   Sexton  of   Christ  Church,   Baltimore,
REd.,   for  the  purpose  of  having  it  removed  and  properly
interred.     Ploa8e  report  the  execution  of  this  order.

I
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I.is   far  &s  the  United  Stat®8  War  Department   is  concerned,   the  disposition

of  the  assassirfe  body  became  a,  closed  chapter  with  the  following  reply  from  General

Rarrisey:-

"Maj.   Gen.   E.D.   Tounsend,
''Assistaut  Adjutant  General,  U.S.  Army.
"'v3Jashington,   D.c®

„Sir,

"I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  body  of  John
\'/ilkes  Booth  was   on  li'Ionday  afternoon,   the  15th  inst.,
delivered  to  the  person  designated  in  the  order  of  th.
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  sane  date.     I  am,
sir,

"Very  respectfully,
"Your  Obt.   Servant,

"G®o.   D.   Raris®y,
"Brevt.  Ifaj or  General
''U.S.   Army,   Commnding..

® /j±L±_-TE===.======-,TJrin

There  itras  no  delay  in  ®x®cuting  the  Pr®sident's  instructions,   f or,   two  hours

after  their  issuance,   Hr.  Weaver.,   sojcton  of  Christs'   Church,  Baltimore,   and  ife8sr8AIHarr

and  Harvey,  Washington  undertakers, drove  into  the  ArB®nal  grounds  and  presented  to

Captain  F.H.  Phipp8,   Officer  of  the  E'ay  in  charge,the   order  for  the  body  cf  John  Wilke9

Booth.

The  Washington  corr.espondent   of  the  New  YorkLE2Eid,  who  clainled  in  his  dispatch

that  evening  that  he  was  present  at  the  disintorihient  of  the  body,stated:     (Lincoln  Scrap

Book     p   90)

fa-                 --                                                          `_____.___-
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WHr.  Woaver's  lntervievp with Oaptalzi  rmipps  lasted  8om®  flfte®n mlmtos

ln  the  latt®r's  offloe.    At  the  end  of  that  time  the  Captain and ttr.  W®avor

reappeared.    The  rest  of  the  party.  tz)cludlng your  corr®8pond®nt.  follod®d  them  to

two  pondorou81ron  doors.  thloh  dovetailed  on  one  another.  and which vero  op®n®d

ty  Hr.  gap8o.  the  clvillan  8up®rlnt®nd®nt  of  the  mrealou8o.     The  doors  w®r®

®xaotly  a8  thoB®  of  a  vault.    Eziterlng  into  the  varohous®.  w®  found  that  bofor®  `

the  varl®d  con€ont8  of  the  long  room  stretching ahead  could  be  8camed,  a  8hort

turn  to  the  left  bronght u8  to  the  sld®  room under  the  floor of which was  flr8t

bur|od  Booth and  subsequently  the  root  of  the  eonBpirators.  &s  they  are  Called.

and  yet  nope  sub8equonely  Captain W|rz,  the  Andersonvllle  jailor.    m®  room  ls

a  reotangl®.  about  forty  by  twenty  foot,  and about  twezity  feet high also.    It

18  lined with  shelves  rLmning up  and  acro88  so  ae  to  fom very  Tnany  square  I)1geon-

tole8.  which  are  filled with  boxes.  bottles.  tools  and  other  odds  and  ends,

1floludlng pl®cos  of  rope.  small  chains  and  many  otber  aLrtlcles.    Right  ln  the

oentr®  of  the  room  the  ordinary  flagstone  flooring had  been  taken up,  and  the  gaps

left  ty  the  d|slnterment  of Mrs.  Surratt.  on lfonday  last,  and of HFrold.  on  Sunday

night.  had  not  been  flllod up.    tti®  earth  rae  heaped  hich  on  both  8ld®8.    The

p®cullarlty  of  the  graves  is.  that  they  are  no  graves.    A  single  trench,  five

feet  ligh.  fifteen  feet  long,  and  8lx  feet  wld®.  hale  hold  the  ugly  boxes  which

cotitaln®d  ln  order  the  bodies  of ,Mrs.  Surratt,  Captain Wirz,  Lewl8  fayno  alias  Powell,
/

G®orge  A.  Atzerodt.  I)avid  E.  Hgold,  and  John Wilto8  Booth.    mrs.  Surratt's  dl8iater-

-     mat  loft  the  box®8  holdvi#|rz.  and  Payne.  and Atz®rodt  qult®  vlsiblo.    Harold's
I

erfumtlon  last  night.  of which h®rea€ter.  could have  revealed  tbe box holding

Booth  had  not  the  latter  boon  covered up  lrmodiat®ly  aftermard.    In  this  a  Sort

of  extra  ixportanoe  was  given  to  the  loador.    His  frl®nd's  remains  wore  left  for  the

time  exposed.    His  were  oarth®d  over  a8  qulokly  a8  the  8ucceedlng  dlsintormnt8

revealed  them.  until  the  cord  oano  to  have  himself bone  to  oons®crated  ground.
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The  Party  onoo  ln the  room.  Oaptaln  Phlpps  Courteously  and  quietly  informed  us

of  the  relative  positlozi  of  the  remins  of  each  of  the  dead.    The  spectators

w®r®  only  throe  undortak®r8.  a  mlli€pry  offlo®r.  and  a  Journalist.  but  despite

the  hardness  which  the  famlliarlty  with  Catastrophes  and  death  may  b®  soppo8ed

to  irork upon  inch minds,  there  mag  a  something of  8olermlty  and  8adn®88  and

awhilneBs  at  these  graves  which  toned  the  voice  to  low  utterazteo.  1nduc®d  oaoh  naLn

to  rotsove  his  hat.  and  zmde  conv®r8atlon  begin  with  and  ®zrd  on  the  mero8t  nec®Bsltios

of  the  c&so.    A8  t"ch  of  respect  ac  could  bo  was  paid  to  the  pr®s®n¢®  of  the  dead.

In  flvo  tmnutos  a  fllo  of  coldler8  Cam  ill,  and,  in  response  to  an  order  of  CaLptaln

Phlpps.  fell  to  rmkat  the  unburlal.    Booth  lay  last  of  the  8ories  of  vlctlm8.    Po

got  at  him  lt  m8  zLece8sary.  1f  the  trench be  pursued  at  its  ®xlstlng op®nlng.

to  tare  up  Atz®rod/t  and  Payne.    Tha€  rae  trl®d.  but  the  work  lt  m8  goon  found

would  ®xhau8t  the  daylight,  and  the  8oldlers  w®ro  ord®®d  to  come  out  of  the  grave.

thro*w  back  the  right  hand pllo  of  the  eaLrth upon  the  ooffltis,  eo  called.  of At-

z®rodt  arm Wlrz.  Just  vl81ble,  and  to  open  the  trench  from  its  farther end  so  aB  to

reach  Booth  dlroctly.     The  work  thb`.a  far had  been us®le86  and  had  consutned  an  hour

of  very  precious  tlmo.     The  8oldlore.  how®v®r,  with  a Btyl®  of  dlgglng  whloh  be-

tokezied  thetn  as  of  the  old Arty  of  the  totomc.1n  flft®en mltmte8  threw about

€hro®  tons  of  earth.  and  ln  forty-flv®  mimtoe  none  had  dug all  around  the  Booth box

8o  that  lt  rna,6  pulled up  ty  box  hooks  1n8ertod under  lt8  two  ends.    It  came  to  the

8urfaoo--the  box--1n a  souzid  Btato  of pr®servatlon.    mo  rich  dry  Boll  having  even

hard®tied  the  wood,  whloh  Boil  largely  por818ted  ln  cllziglng  to  the  box  aB  if  loath

to  dlBpart  from  the  body  thioh  had  8o  long been  enfolded  by  lt.    The  box  cos

oarofully  lifted  €o  wh®r®  the  8tono  flooring had  not  be®zi  diBturb®d.    "o  €oldl®rs

with  8hov®1s.  and  with  a  brok®h  8cord  which  lay  near  by  carefully  scrapodt`tho

adh®rlzig  8oll  from  the  coed.  and  when  the  head  end  of  the  case  was  reached  the  bro]sen

etord    removed  8®v®ral  layor8  of  coil  and  then  Shone  out  the  name,  John Wllk®.  Booth,

'tw  tin {givrLiul` £
whvy' W  \3jJ~ prw`~`  givuw

•fialgrggRE ~h rfu h,be   `:t€
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1n capital  letters  about  an  inch  long  each,  painted  on  the white  pine  ln black paint.

The  acme  had  boon  evldontly  painted  on across  a  cheet  of  tin  a8  paoker8  nark  tholgr

boxes,  because  the  lotterB were  as  prlnt®d  and  not as  Wrltton  letters.    The  redBlz)8

vrore  not  ®xpoeed,  but  a  81ngle  general  look was  given  the  box  after  it  h&`d  been

thRI8  partially  cl®am8®d.     It  m8  th®n  borne  by  four  eoldlers  ozi  th®1r  8houldor8

to  the  11ttl®  rod  expr®Bs  ragon.  into  whloh  it  ves  placed  gently  and  alno8t  lxpre88-

1'®ly\.\

The  body  m8  taken  to  the  uzid®rtaklng  ®8tabllshnent.  the  box  opened.  and

final  1dontiflcatlon md®  by  a  d®ntlst  who  had  plaLcod  fllllng81n  John W|lkes'teeth.

It qrae  then  placed  ln a  plain  coffin  and  shipped  to  BaltingDo   (Dr.  G®orge  Porter.

Colunblap,1911)    whore  ln Hr.  W®av®r'8  maroroom  lt  ms  tran8f®rrod  to  a  netalllc

ooffln.

mroe  days  later p®rmlt  mdeor  16821  wag  1ssu®d  for  the  final  burial  of

John Wllkes  Booth.    Subsequently  Hr.  J.  H.  Weaver  Submitted  the  following  lnuolo®

for cork done  ln  oomectlon with  the  proparatlon  o f  the  grave  in  Gr®®nnrount  Cometary.

Baltimore.

ir.    J.H.    I.I..'.eaver   for   J ,..,.. t`.    Booth.

..i+

•J

For  digging   one   lot   9-10  area  Dogwood .....,,,,..,.,,,,.....,. t;4.00

250   bricks   at   $2.00  per   100 ......,,.,,.,,,.,..,..,,. a ,,..,,,   6.25

Seven   feet   stone   slab  to   cover   sariie,   75(.:  per   footo® ...,. „,.   5.63

Depositing   in  va,ult ....,.,,... a ......,......,,...... a ...,...   5.00

Second   bill   June   26,1869 .,,, a.a.a...®.a ,... a ...,,... 5® .... a    5,00

$25.88"

/.-L±L'±+iE±±-==--T=T==:=T}__+
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The  burial  place  of  the  Booth  family  is  in  Greermount   Cemetery,  Baltimore,
Maryland.     The  spot   is  .TL`rarked  by  a  shaft  of  white  marble.   set  upon  a  base  of  gray
granite  that  is  covered with  thick-clustel`ing  ivy.    The  heis`ht  of  the  struct-Ire
is  fifteen  feet   six  inches,  the  base  being  five  feet   square.      Around  that  monu-
ment,   -which  was  erected  ty  Edwin  Booth.  May  1.   1858,   -are  buried  members  of
three  genera,tions  of  the  Booth  family.         JULTlus  Bi£Lurus  Boom  and  his  wife,
Ear.,'in's  |]arents,  are  buried  on  the  west  side  of  the  monument,   1n  one  grave,which
is  lrarked  by  tTro  head-stones  of  wiiite  marble.    On  the  east   side  of  the  gr.are  of
JOIN  {`r7ILKL:S  B00ri`H.  unmarked.     In  the  rmrth-west  corner  of  the  lot,   at  the   feet
of  her  parents,   is  the  grave  of  Asli;^L  BOOTH,   -Mrs  Jolm  S  Clarke.   -mar.ked  b5-a
white  rrBrble  heat-stone,  of  lovely  desifm.    A  Similar  stone  marks  the  grave  of
ROSAIIIjJ  BOOTH,   -who  died  in  1889.  aged  65,   -south  of  the  monument  and  next   to
that   of  RICHAEERD  BOorH.   the  father  of  Junius,  who  died  on  December  29.   1859.   aged
76.    The  remains  of  Frederick.  Elizabeth.  and  fiqary  Arm.  Booth  are  buried  under
the  mormment.     (Henry  Byron wcLs  buried  at  Pentonville,   fondon. )     The  inscriptions
upc)n  t,he  monument  are  as  follows:

SourL.I  SIDE:
dul.rlus  B.RUTus   BOOTH

Sol.n  I.tap  i,   1796
Died  lfov.   30,   1852

WESE   SIDE:
In  the  sane  grave  with  JU}`TIUS  Epiu1'us   BOOTH
is  buried  the  body  of  MAiH  A}'IN.  his  wife,  who
survived.  nim  55  years.

Here  follows  a  medallion  portrait   of  JUNIUS   B..-:UTUS  B0L\'i`H.     At   one   time  the
following  lines,   -which,  howe``rer,  were  erased  by  oi`der  of  Edwin  Booth,   thoug'h
not  before  they  had  got  into  print,  -v,7ere  cut  upon  the  shaft:-

''Behold  the  spot  where  g.enius  lies.
0  drop  a,  tea.r  when  talent  dies!
Of  tragedy  t-ne mighty  chief.
His  power  to  please  surpassed  belief.
Hic  jacet  matchless  Booth."

JIAST   SIDE:

ro  IHI  Ifmlop+I  OF  rl'HE  CHILI)EZE\r  Or`  JTJluus  Biiupus
AI`TD  mRT  AI\iiT  BOOIH.

John  Tit/ilkes,
Frederick,
Elizabeth,
mary  Arm,
Henry  Byron.

-Life  and  Art  of  Ed.```in  Booth  by  T¥'t'il|iam  TiT/inter
Efac=+illan  a-  Company,   1893  --pp   BOO,   501,   302.
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Bteti-im 7`the  Ars.e`na`l

iT=u-Lbtaa±al.     The

remains  of  Mr.s .  SuITatt  were  t,aken  from  the  Arsenal  grounds  to  Mount,  01ivet

(Catholic)  `Cemetery,  northeast  of  the  city,  where  the  pine  gunbo]i'  in  which

she  was  buried  was  exchanged  for  an  approfr)riate  casket.    A  modest  headstone

bearing  only  the  name,   'RErs.  Surratt,'  was  placed  at  the  grave.    Herold  ifFas

buried  at  the  Congressional  Cemetery,   on  the  ba_nke  of  the  e:-.stern  branch  of

the  Potomac,  east  of  the  city;  and  Atzerodt  sleeps  at  Glenwood  Cemet9ry,  a

mile  north  of  the  Capitol.    The  rein-a,ins  of  Payne  were  buried  in  Holmead  Cem-

etery,  in  the  northwest,  part  of  the  city,  but  in  after years  were  e3{?2timed,

as  the  c?metery  was  discontinued.net:.:-frody  aiEa,p_tain. FTi±Z,„-Tgas.`maa+'`~hanged

iaJrfue Old  Ca.pitol  PriBich;  W5th-i

sLoldieESLati`<And-riillapi-tlagr-,

¥zFtr ~froF.ife±rdfzmBff tde±±:€Hrmb '`0£ . ` -.-,..

€arfulrm]¥urgrcofugaelreB9a--nAICS-Sufro

Tiap~btit`a`qra3' Trenoed`  bcr -'Hountr-.0±i#et

Dr.  Mudd  sleeps  in  the  Catholic

`Cemetery  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  near  Bryantorm,  and  Spangler  died  at  Dr.  Ifudd's,

February  27,  1875,  and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  comected with  St.  Peter's  C

Church,  within  two  miles  of  Dr.  Mudd's  house.    Michael  O'Laughlin  died  of yel-

low  fever-while  serving.his  life  sentence  at  Dry  Tortugas,  Fla.,  September  .23,

1867.    President  Johnson  issued  an  order  Febl.uary  ls,  1869,  that  the  remains

of  O'Lang.hlin be  del`ivered  to  his  mother,  and  they  were  bl`onght  north  from

Dry  Tortugas. -
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/'  During    the  four  years  +Jhey  were  together  in  prison*`^Edward  S?-7~ngler

became  very  much  att3,ched  to  ny  f,a.then.    As   i.  conset].`uence,  a  short  tizne

after  Sp.ingler.s  release,  he  caine  to  our  'n.-me  early  one  mol.nine,  iud  his

greeting  to  ny  mother.,  after  ny  father  int, .-oduced  hiE,  was:   rfurs.  Mudd,  I

came  down  i_ist  night,  and  asked  Some  one  to  tell  me  the  Tap  here.    I  followed

the  road,  I:,ut  ellen  I  .a.rri¥ed  I  w3.c5  afraid  of  your  doe.a,  and  I  roo§ted  in  a

t,ri-:e.`    He  had  come  to  Stay.

'r    He  cccu-pied  hirr!self  chiefly  I-a  helping  our  i31d  gj.rdfer  'rfr.  Best,  ct.nd  in

doing  sinall  jobs  of  cirpenter'S  work  in  the  neiEhbol.hood.    ftyT  fat.her  gave

him  five  acres  of  land  in  a  i`rTood  containing  a  biibbling  spring ,  about,  five

•hundred yards  from  our  dwelling..     Here  S-..iangler  contexplated  erecting  a

building  and  establishing  for  himself  a   _home.    This  purpose,  however,  was
to be,

never/realized.    About,  eig`hteen  months  =i.ft,er  he  came  he  contl.acted  a  severe

illness,  the  resul.t  of having  been  cangrht  in a  heavy  rain,  which  thoroughay

satrirated his  clothing.    His  sic`mess  resulted  in  his  death  -rheuriitism  of

the  beart being  the  immediate  cause.
"  He  WELS  il  qu±et2#

greatly  respected  by  t,he  member,s  of  our  fj,milqu

and  the  people  of  the  neighborhood.    His  greatest  pleasure  seemed  t.o  be

found  in  extending  kindnesses  to  others,  .and  particul±rfty-  i,a  children,  of

tihom  he  was  very  fond.    Not  lone-  aft,e?  his  cleat,h  lf-fy`  father,  in  searching  for

a  tool  in  Sp-'ingler's  tool  chest,   found  ,==.  mmuscript,   ia  Sr-Lng,1er'S  own  h.4nd-

writing,   .End presumbly  wribtea  while  he  was  in  :[`rison.    This  manuscript

contained  SpaLngler' s  state£Eent.  of  his  comection  with  the  great"cons-piraey. "

fi/
•     Spfilt'GI,EP.'S   STA.TEfi:E_NI.

r'
I  was  `t;`orn  in  Ha ¥ork  County,  Penrt_sylv,-inia,  ,-and  ,rm  about  forty-three



I/-,

e

years  of  age.    I  am  a  house  cappentel.  by  trade,  and  became  ac;_u:Linted  with

J.  Wilkes  Booth  when  a  boy.    I  work-ed  for  his  father  in  builtiing  a  cottag`e

in  Hartford  County,  Mary}.:and,   in  1854.     Since  A.  D.1855,   I  have  done  car-

penter work  for  the  different  tbeatei.s  in  the  cities  o±.  Baltimore  rind Wash-

ington,  to  wit:    The  Holiday  Street  Theater  ind  the  Front  Street  Theat,er  o-i .,

Baltimore,  and  For.d's  Theater  in  the  City  of    "ashington.    I  ha.vi=  acted  also

as  scene  shifter  in  .till  the  abctve  named  theate;'s,   ±nd  had  a  f_a.vorable

opportunity  to  become  acqirainted  with  the  different  actors.    I  h`ave  acted

as  scene  shifter  in  Ford's  Theat,er,  ever  Si:.lee  it-w.3.s  i..I`st,  or,`ened  up,   to  the

night  of  the  ass'=issinition 'of  President  Lincoln.    During  the  Tyinter  of  jL.

D.1862  and  1865,   J`;  Wi|kes  Booth'rpldyed  ,.a;  St`qr` engagement,:at  Ford'S  T+iei2t,er

for  two  weeks.    At  that  time  I  saw  him and  conversed with  him  quite  frequently.

Aftier  completing  hj.s  engag,em`ant  he  left  Washia€=t.,on  and  I  did  not  see  him

again  until  +the  winters  of  A.  D.1864  ?md  1865.    I  then  saw  h.im  at  various

tines  in  and  about  Ford's  Theater.

Booth  had  free  ace:iss  to  the  theater  at  all  ti:i:6s,  and  made  hlinself

very  familiar with  all  persoas  connected with  it.    He  had a  st=i.ble  in  the

rear  of  t,he  theater  whet.e  he  kept  his  horses.    .i  bo}',  Josech  Burroughs,

comBonly  called  "Peanut  John,"  t.oak  bare  of  them ijthenever Booth  was  abseat

from  the  city.    I  looked  ,`ifter  his  horses,  which  I  di.d  ±t  his  request,  and

saw  that  they  were  properly  cared  for.    Booth  Eirom.ised  to  p-=y  me  for  Hpr  trouble,

but  he  never  did.    I  frequently  had  the horses  exercised,  during  Booth's  ab-

Sence  from  the  city,.  ti`3y"Peanut  Jchnt,I  walking  them  ii.p  md  dot.r.rn  the  fille}7.

''Peaout  John"  kept  the  key  to  +the  stable  in  the  t,heater-,  h`-jLnging  upon  a  nail

behind  the  small  door,  which  opened  into  the  alley  ij.t,  tfhe  rear  o:.  the  theater.

Booth  usually  rode  out  on  horseback  every  afternoon  +.nd  evening,  but,  seldom

remained  out  lat,er'.Jw-hen  eight,    ol.  nit]e  o'clock.    He  alt,ryays  went.  `ind  returned



alone.    I  never  knew  of his  riij.ing  out,  on horseback  and  stlying  3ijt  all  ni€ht,

or  of  any  pet.son  cr`ming.+  to  -I.he  st,:`ble.  with  him,   oi.  callirig  tuhere  to  see  him.

He  had.  two  horses  at  the  st=bie,  only~  a  short  time.    He  brought  theni there

some  time  ±n  t.ne  month  of  Decembe.I.     i.  m3.n  called  C-eor€.e  and  nyse|f  rep±ired

and  fixed  the  stable  for  h  in.    I  usually  saddled  the  borse  for  him when  ''Pea-

nut  John"  was  absent.    About  the  first  of  March  Booth  broijght  =noth6r  horse

land  a  bngfy  lhd  barness  to  the  ststile,  but  in  tfyvhat  manner  I  do  not  know;

after  that  he  used  to  ride  out  with  his  horse  ±nd bngg5r,  and  I  fl'equently

harnessed  them  .up  for  him.    I  never  saw  any  person  ride  Out  .,vith  him  ctr  re-

turn w-ith  him  from  these  rides.

On  the  Monday  evening  previous  to  .t`he  :|ssassinftion,  Booth  requested  me

to  sell  the  borse,  11+arnesr.,   and  bugEir`,  as  .hi:3  a_i_id  be  should  leave  the  city

soon.     I  toc>k  them  th€L:  next  morning  to  the  horse  market,   A.nd  had' them  put

up  at  ;+¢uction,  with  the  instruction  not  to  sell  uniesl;  they  would  net  two

hundred  and  sixty  dollars;   this  w.jLs  in  =tccorihance  wit,h  Boot,h's  orders  to  me.

As  no  person  bid  Sufficient  to  mike  ther±  bet  that  -.mount,  they  were  not  sold,

and  I  took  theIT]  b.=:.ck  to  the  sti=ble.     I  informed  Booth  (.?i  the  result  th--t  s+£me

evening  in  front  of  the  theEiter.    He  replied  that  he  must.  tben  try  '_nc-.  have

them  sold  at  rtrivate  a-:-ile,   3.nd  `.asked  me  if  I  wiuld  help  him.     I  I.::±plied,

nges."    This  w:,is  about  six  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  the  conversfttion  took

a   pl,:`Lce  in  the  presence  of  John  F.  Sieichman  End  others.    The  next,  dry  I  sold

them.  for  twowhundred  :3.nd  sixty  doll±=.rs.     The  purchaser  accoxp .nied  me  to  the

theater.    Booth  was  not  ir„`„   and  the  money  was  T}iaid  to  James  J.  Giff®I.d,  who

receipted  for  it.    I  did  not  See Booth  to  ST)eak  to  him,  after  the  `sale,  until

the  evening  of  the  assassin`3.tion.

Upon  +Jle  afternoon  of  April  14  I  was  told b}`   ''Peanut  John"  that  the

President  `Lnd  General  Grant,  n`.ere  coming  tc  the  theater  that  nig`ht,  and  that  I



must  take`out,  the  Dartition  in  the  President's  box.    It  '#a-a  ngJ`  business  to

do  all  such  tryork.     I  was  assisted  in  doing  it  b}'   Hit,tesp`-2ti€J=h  and  ''Peanut

John',I

In  tuhe  evening,  between  five  cind  six  o'clock.`  Booth  c±me  into  the-

theater  and  asked  me  for  a  halter.     I  v7±is  very  busy  at  `-,`7o.rk  at  the `time  on

the  stcLge  preparatory  to  the  eveni.T}g  performance,  and  RittesF,ingb  went,  up-

stairs  `-i.nd brought  one  down.    I  went  out  to  the  stable  with  Booth  and  .rtut

the  halter  upon  the  horse.    I  commenced  to  t=ike  off  the  s_iddle  when  Booth

said,   "Never  mind,  I  do  not want  it  off,  but  let  i+.  and  the bridle  remain."

He  ,=iftelward  took  the  saddle  off himself,  locked  the  stable,  and  went  back  to

the  theater.

Booth,  Maddox,   ''Peanut  Jchn,"  and  nyself  immediat?1y  went  c`ut  of  th5

theater  to  the  iidjoining  restaur../tnt  ne]r.t  door,  |nd  took  a  driut  at Booth's

expense.    I  th.en  went  immediately  back  i,o  the  theatftgr,  and  Rittes`paugh  and

nyself went  to  supper.    I  did  not  see  Booth  a€zLin  until between  nine  and  ten

o'clock.    About  that  time  Deboney  c;£lled  to  me,   `-:md  said Bootb  wanted  me  t,o

hold  his  horse  .=is  soc>n  ==s  I  could  be  spar.ed.     I  went  to  the  biick  door  and

Booth  was  st,anding  in  the  alley  holding  a  horse by  the bridle  rein,  !+.nd  re-

quested me  to hold  it.    I  took  the  rein,  but  told him I  could not  re"in,  as

Gifford  was  gone,  and  that  t`ill  of  the  I`esponsibility  rested  on  ne.    Booth

then  passes  into  the  theater.    I  called  to  Deboney  t,a  send  "Peanut  John"  t,o

hold  the  horse.    He  came,  and  took  the  horse,  rind  I  went  back  to  ngr  proper

place.

In  about  a  half hour  afterward  I  heard  a_  shot  fired,  &nd  immedi;a,tely  saw

a  rmLn  I.un  across  the  st,jge.    I  saw  him  as  he  passed  i-|y  the  center  door  of  the

scenery,behind  .which  I  then  st,ood;  t,his  door  is  usually  termed  the  cent,er

chafroe-a  door.     I  did  not  recognize  the  man  `=is  he  crosLcsed  the  stage  as  being``++fur+froh\



Booth.    I  then  heard  some  one  say  that  the  President  was  shot.    Imnefliat,edy   ,

all  was  confusion.    I  Shoved  the  scenes  back  as  quickly  as  possible  in  order

to  clear  the  stage:,  as  may  were  rushing.  upon  it.    I  wcis  very  much  \fri€Jhtened

as  I  heard  persons  halloo,   ''Burn  the  the±ter!"    I  did  not,  see  Booth  pass  out;

ny  situation was  Such  that  I  could  not  see  any  per'3on  r`;-|.ss  out  of  the  back

door.    The  bac-K  .door.  has  a  ,Spring  attached  to  it,  ,ind  would  not.  shut  of  its

own  a.ccord.    i  usually  slg?jt  in ``the  theater,  but  I  did  not  upon  the  ni±ht,  of

the  ass`assimtion;  I  was  fearful  the  theater  :ftould be  burned,  .`'±nd  I  siebt,  in

a  carpenter'S  shop  `nr.djoining.

I  never  heard Booth  express  himself  in  favor  ofAwhr:bellion,  or  opposed  to

the  Government,  or  converse  urton  political  sul]jects;  and  I  have  no  recollection

of  his  mentioning-  the  a.=me  of  President  I.incoln  in  `|ny  cony:ect.ion  what,ever.

I  know.  not,hing  of  th±  Efiortise  hole  said  to  be  in  the  wal.`L  -L;ehind  the  door  of

the  President's  box,   or  of  any'  wooden bar  to  fasten  or  hal.i  the  door being

there,  or  of  the  lock t`eing  out  of  order.    I  did  not  notice  any`  hole  in  the

door.    Gifford  usually  ,'ittended  to  the  car-pentering  in  th=_I  fl.oat,  part  of'  the

theater,  while  I  did  the  7[{'ork  about  the  St-_Ee.    Mr.  Gifford  wds  the  boss  car-

penter,  and  I  was  under  him.

fry  fathei.  died`'fron  pneumonia,  Jdnuar5J  10,  1885,  .a.fter  an  illness  of  nine

days.    He  contracted  the  dise.ise  ri'hile  visitih€    the  sick  in  the  neig.hborhood

in  the  nighttime  and  in  incl3ment  weather.  He  was  buried  in  Saint  Marty.'s

cer!ietery,  attached  to  t,he  Bryantottrn  church,  whet.e  he  had  first,  met Booth.

He  was  in  the  fiftieth  }-ear  of  his  age  &t  the  time  of.  his  de-^`th.
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