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trere destToved b\. fire. the heart of (hc
cit`. tras eat.i.n ou.t,-all or the business
portions,  all  the  tmks  and  insurancc-

offices,  half of  the  newspapers,  mills,
depots`  bridges,  foundries,  u.orkshops,
do-ellings`  chuTches`  thirt!r  squares  in
all. swept clean b.v the de`'ouring fl.`mes.
]t  was  the  work   of  the   ConfedeTatc
Cro`.emment.     And  not  onl}.  this.  but
liumarl lire was remorselessly sacrificed.

In  the  outskirts  of  the  cit}..  on  the
}lechanics`.ille    ro.id.    ``as   the   alms-
house` filled ".ith the lane. tl`c blind, the
halt.  the  bedrit!d.en.  the  sick,  and  the
poor.    Ten  rods  distant  `ras  a  maga-
zinc  containing  fifteen  or  tu.enty  kegs
of pop..ler,  of little  value to  a  `ictori-
ous  am}.  ".itli  full  suTiTilies  of ammu-
nition.
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.maiming in  the  almshouse v`.ere  trirn  to
pieces.     Their  bodies  ``.ere  but  l]lack-
cncd  rna.sees   of  flesh.   ``.licn   tlie  fugr.-
ti`'es  rho   ha{l   soujLrht   shelter   in   the
fields  returned  to  tlie  shattc.red  ruins.

How stirring the events of th.it morn-
ing !     I+ee retreating, Grant  pursuing ;
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Da`'is  a   fugiti`.e;   the   Governor  and
lretrislaturc  of  \.irginia  seeking  safety
in  a  canal-boat;   Doctors  of  Divinity
fleeing  from   (lie  "'mth  to  come;   the
trcrops  or  the  lTnion  marcl`ing  up  the
streets ;  the  old  flag  waving  over the
Capitol ;  Rebel iron{lads blowing up ;
Richmond  in  flames ;  the  fiery  billowg
rolling  on  from  house  to  house\,-  from
black  to blapk,  from square to square,
ul]opposed in .their progress by the pan-
ic-stricken, stupefie{l bewildered crowd ;
and the Northern \'andals la}.ing aside
their arms,  manning  the  enctncs,  put-
ting  out  the  fire,  and  sav].ng  the  city
from  tot:al  destruction !     Through  the
terrible day., all through the succeeding
nigh| the smoke of its torment went up
to  hea`.en.     Strange,  weird, the scenes
of that .\(onday. night, -tl`c glimmering
flames.. the  clouds  of  smoke  harfging
like a funeml pall  abo`.e the  ruins,  the
crow.d of w.oe-begone, houseless, home-
less  creatures  u.andering  through  the
streets : -

" Such rcsdrg round the soles of unbLcst feet I "

`lsIT  OF  PRESIDE`-I  LIL-Col.N.

AMo`.G the memorable events of the
``.eek  ``.as  the  `.isit  of  President  Lin:
coln to the cit}. Of Richmond    He had
been   tarr}'ing  at   City  Point,  holding
daily consultations With General Grant,
`.isi(ing  the  drm}.  and  the  iron-clads
.it Aiken's handing, -thus avoiding the
s``.arm  of place-h`inters  that  darkened
•the  doors  of  the  executive  tnansion.

On Tuesd.i}. noon a tug-boat lrdong-
ing  to  the  na`.}' ``..is  seen  steaming up
the James, regardless  of torpedoes and
obsLtructions.     A   mile  below   the   City,
w.here  the \`..iter  becomes  shoal,  Presi-
dent  Lincoln,  accomt].inied  b}' Admiral
l'orter.   Captain   Atlams   of  the  navy,
Captain  Penrose of tlie army, and hieu-
ten.int Clemmens  of the  Sigml,Corps,
p`it off from  the tug in a launch manned
b}.  t``-e]\.c  sailors.   wliose  long,   steady
oar-strokes   quickly  carried   the   party
to  the landing-place, -a  square above
Libh}'  Prison.

There was no committee of reception,

.       '                          ,    .-
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no gu.irtl or h`|nor.  no grand  disith.\. of
troops, n,o  .isscmbling ol-a!i e:igcr mul-
titutlc  to ``.elconie  him.

I-Ie  entere(I  the cit}. unhcraldiid ;   six
i.iilors.   .1rn`c(I   \\.ith   carbiiies.   stci)i>c'd
ui)cn  tl`c  shore,  follo\`.c(1  b}. the.  l'rc>i-.
dent.   `\.ho   held   his   li`ttle   son  lj\.  tlie
]mnd, and Atlmirnl  Porter ;  ttie  oriicers
follo``-ed, and si.`  niore  sailors  brought
up the rear.    The \`'riter  of  ttlis article
\\.as  there  upon  the  si)ot.  and,  joining
the  part}.,  bee.line  an  obser`.er  of  the
memorable  e\-ent.      ,

There  `vere   fort}.  or  fift}.  free(1.men,
``'lio had 'been  sole possessors  of tl`6m-
sel`.es for tu-ent}.-four hours, rat ``.ork on .
the  hank.  ol-  the  canal,  securing  some
floating timber, unt`er  tt`e  direction  of
a  Lieutemnt:     Somehou' the}r ol]t``ined
the  information  that  the  man \`'lio ``'.is
head  and  shoulders  taller than  all  oth-
ers aroun(I ]]im, \\.ith features larg.e and
irregular, ``.ith  .1 mild  e}.e  and  pleasant
counten.ince,  ``..is  I'resicl_cnt  Lincoln.

" God bless }.ou.  Sah ! " s.lid one, tak-

c    :ng. °Hffj`#:hc?Pha`,:r(:apT°!".:|9rc`!i:|':::"iin-
ktim  hab come ! "  `\..is  tile  shout  ``.hich
rang  thro`igh. the  strcLet.  '

TJle   Lieutenant  fo``nd  ]`inisclf  \`.itli-
out   a  command.     \\'lmt   cared   those
freedmen, fresh fromi the house ol-l]ond-

:8ae:dfi:r?fl°£ti:;8rt(:,:I,?`::.I::I:`a;i;t.:::,Ce:I
he  ``.ho,   ne.`t  to  t|ie   Lorcl   jes``s.   `\-ns
their best  fricntl  I    It \`-.1.s i`ot an  I:i`rrah
that.  the}' ga\.e.  I]ut  a \\'ild, juljikLnt  cr}.
bf inexpressi`]le jo.v.

The.v gathered  round  the  President,
ran aheacl,  ho`.ered  ``pon  tlie  flanks  of
the little compin.`..-and`hung lite.a d.irk
clo``d ``pon the I.enr.     }lcn. \`.omen, and
children  joinc(I.the  constant.I;..  increas-
ing  throng.     The}.  c?.me   from  ,ill  the
b}'-streets, runninir ln t`reitt:less  hasti-,
sl.`o``tin,g   .1nd   lmlh,tin.ti    {incl    (lancin.g
``.ith  (leliglit.     Tlie  nicn  tbre``. up  their
hats,  the  ``.omen   ``.,i`'|`{I   tl`eir  I)onnets
and  b.in(lkercliiefs.  cl?.i)i`ietl  tl`i`ir  l`an(ls,
an(I sang,  " Glt)r}.  ti)   (;ntl  i   .tlor}.  !   irlo-
r}.  !   .gtor}.  ! " -rci`t:i.1.in.(.r  a.11   thi`   I)mise
to   Gotl,   ``.ho   l`ritl   hc.irtl   tl.ii.;r  ``..1iliiigs
ill   thc.  .in``t,   thc.ir   mtmnin`L`s   for  \`.i\.cs.
husbands,    cl`ilclrcn,    and   I.rict`L(I,s    sold

)

\

out of  tt`i`ir si..`rlit,  had gi\.cn  them  fri`c-
don``  an(I,  al-tor  long  }.ears  of  w-aitit``Lr,
had  I)ermittetl  tliem  tt)us une.`i)i.cti`t|].\.
to  17i.hold the  face  of  tl`eir great  b.`iii].
factor.

" I   tl`,ink  }.ou` dear Jesus, that  I  l]c-

hold  President  Linkum !" was (he  ex-
clamation  of  a `\.oman  \\'ho st.oo{t  ui)on
the threshold of her humbli- honie, in(l
\i.ith streaming e}'es and  clasped  l`antls

ga`.c  thanks   aloud  to  the  Sa`.iour  ol-
men.

Another, more  derionstrati`.e  in  lier
jo.\',    \vas   jumping   and   striking   l`er
hands   \`.ith   all   her  might,   cr}'ing,-
``l}less    dc    Lord!      Bless   d.e    Lttrtl!

Bless  de  Lord ! "  as  if  tl{ere  coultl  be ,
no  end  of her  thanksgi`'ing.

The air rang `with  a  tumultuous ?cho-
rus  of `'oices.`   The  street  I)ecame  al-
most  impassable on account  of tlie  in-
creasing multitilde.   Soldiers \h.ere sum-
moned to clear  tlie ``.a}'.     How str?nge
the e`.ent !   The President of the Uriited

• St.itcs-he  ``.ho  had  been  hated, de-
sp`ised,  maligned   abo\.e  all  other  men
living,  to \`.horn  the `ilest  epitliets  liad
I)een   a|)plied   b}'  the   peoi)le`  ol.   Rich-
mond-``.as  u.alking  their  streets,  rc-
cei\.ing   tt`anksgi\.ings,   blessings.   and
praises from  thousands \i'l`o hailed him
as  the  all}. of tlie  i\Iessiah !     Ho\`' bit-
ter  the `reflectjoli.s  of  that  moment  to
some \i'ho beheld  him ! -memor}. run-
ning back` perhaps, to tit.it da}. in  Ma}',
)S6I,  `\.t`cn Jefferson Da`.is, their'Pi.esi-
dent,  entered the cit}`{i-tl`e I)agennt  of
ttiat  hour,   his  speci`h,  his   I)rt.mise  to
smite   the  smiter.  to  drench   the  fiel(ls
of \-irginia  \`ith  richer  I)loocl  than  t!mt
sl`ecl  at  Buena \'ista !     Ho\`.  tl`nt  part.
of the  promi.se  hact  been  kai>t.!Thow
their   sons,   brothcrs,   and   I-I.ii`n(ls  lm(I
hl]en ! -l`ow   .ill   else   I)re(lictcd   1"(I
failct` ! -]`ow  the  land had  been  fillc{l
``.ith   mo`irning !-how  tl`e  `Statc  l`a{l.
become a desohtion ! -tio`v their I)rot)-
ert}.,  tt`eir  htiardetl  \`.e.ilth,  hr.d  tli.`Ai]-

1)c.1rcd !     Tlre}.  hit(I  been  in`.itc(I   to  a

tj::8:,,eu.S:,f`,:,::::etj:,,:ecfi;`:{tt,`;;.::+`,,.:t`:;fu::
I)ut  it lm(I  turne(I  to  .`st)i.s.     Tl`i`}. li.id
been  I)r6misi`{l  a  place  among  llie in-
tions,  a  I)osition  of  commaii(ling  inflll-
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Once  and  fame.     Cotton  ``'as  tlie  kirig
of kings.  an(I  Engl.1nd,  I.`ra.nci`, .in(I  tl`c
\h't`olc i`iviliziL{l worl(I woul(I bow in hunt-

`  ble  submission.to  liis   M.1jesty.     Tliat

``.:`s   Lhc   i>romise;    but`  now  their  k.i`ng
``'as dethroned,  their  govcrnn`ent d`'er-
thro\\'n, their  Presitlent and his cal]inet
v.iLrmnts, driven  from  house and liome
to t]e \`.al`derers ui)on\the earth.     They
h`n{`l been i]romi`sed affluence, Ri¢hmon(1
`i'.is to be  the metroi]olis of the Conrctl-
erac}.,   an(I   Virginia   the   all-powerful
St`ite  of  tl`e  new  nation.      How  terri-
ble  the  cheat!     Their  tl`ousand:dollar``     bonds  were  not`worth ai)enny.     Amil-

lion dollars would not purchase a dinner.
Their money ``'.is `'.iluelcss, tl`eir sla`.es
``tere  freeinen,   the   h`eart  of  their  city
was eaten out.   They had been cheatc{l

>in  e`.er}'thing.     Tl`ose  \`'hom  the}. h.id
trustecl  had  given the .unkindest cut of
all` -.id{ling arson and robbei.). to tl\ieir
other  crimes.     Th`is.  had   they  fallen
from   h`ig.hest   anticipation   of  bliss   to
deei)est  actual  \`.oe.    The  language  of

•the   Arch-Rebel   of   tlie   universe,   in
" Para{lise Lost," \`'as most appropri.ite
to them : -
`` . Is  (his tl`e  Tcgion,  this the soil,  the  clime,'

I             Said thi.n  the lo`t ^`rchangel,  `this the sc`it.

1`hat  u.c   [nus`t  change  for  hca`'en,   this  iiioumfut
gloom

For that celestial light ? ' "

Aljraliam  Lincoln  ``'as `walking  their
streets ;   and.  \\'orst  of  all,  tliat   I)lain.

;       honest-hc.1rtecl   man   ``.as   recognizing
tlie  .. nigLiri.rs `'  ns  h`tman .bein,iTs  by re-
turnil``t`T   (lieir   si`lut.itions  !    ` The   \`..ilk
``.as  long`  and  tl`e   President   halted   a
moment  to  rest.    "}|a}. de goocl  Lor(I
I)less   }.o`l.   President   Linkum ! "   said
an  ot(I   negro,   remo`.ing  his  lint,   antl
1.o\ving  \L.ith  tcaTs  of joy  rolling  do\`.n
•!`is   cheeks.      The   I're.`id6nt   remo\.etl

lti.i o\\-n  hat,  and I)o\\.ed  in  silence ;  I)``t
it  ``.as  a  I)ow  \`.liictl.`Ii)set   the   forms,
I.i``.s, cu.stems, and  ceri`monies  of  con-
turies.     It  was  a.  death.shock  to  cl]i\'-
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.1]r}'. .iti(I a mortal \\.oun(I to caste.   Rec-
ognize  a  ni.ir.gcr!     I.`a`l.gh  !     A  won`an
in   .in   a{tjt>inipg   lio`i*c   l]i.hc.Ill   it,   and
turne(I  from  tl`|`  .`ci.nc  in  unsi)eak.il)le
tlistmu, st.     Tl`eri.  \`'i.ri`  n`c`n in  the crowd
who   h.1(I   {li`ggiLrs   in   thi.ir   eyes;   but

::£rc'`f::C:,,i;SS(i::;Sj:::W;aswTo°rtkt'],i::l:ho:
Come, an(I  tl`?t'.gre.it-t`eartc{t  man  Pass-
etl  tin  to  the  exefuti+c  mansion of  the
late  Confederac}..

\V.Tnt  of  simce  comi)els  us  to  pass
o`.cr  othi`r  scenes,-tlic   `.isit   of  tlie
Presi(tent to the State-Ht7use, -.tl`e ju-
bilant  shouts ot- the  cro``.d, -the  rush
of freedmen  into  the  Car)itol  grounds,
`\.here. till  tlie  .ipp'ear.ince  of  their  de-
livercr,  they  had  ne`.cr  been  I)ermitted
to  en.ter,-tl`e   ride  of  the   President
through  the  streets, -his `'isit to
by  Prison, -the  {listril>ution  of i
to the destitute. -the groui)s of heart-
broken   nien   amid  the  ruins,  \i.ho  be-
held nought but  ruins, -a ruined cit}',
a  ruined  State,  a  ruined  Confederac}.,
a r``inecl peoi)le, -ruined  in ho|)es and
cxi]cct.itions, -ruined for the past, the
present. .in(I the future, -\`.ithout pow-
er,   influence,   or   means   of  beginning
lire   ane\`r, -decei\.ed,  .subj`lgated,  hu-
n`ili.ited, - po\.ert}.-stricken   in  e\.Cry-
tliing.   Att  that  they. had I)ossessed ``.as
irretrie`.abl}.  lost`  an(1  t[ic}' lia.d  nothing
to sho\`'  for it.   .-\tl  tl`eir lieroism,  valor,
cour.1ge,h.irilship,suffering,expenditure
of  tre.is``re, <1nd  s`icrificc  of  blood  had
a\..1ilc(I  tl`em  not]`ing.     There could  be
no  comfort  in   tlicir  mourning,  no  al-
]e{-intion   to  `their  sori.o\`..

::`::s:::a:`::i:i:I:68fe:t'!`::`;a!;:'`ii:;e:i:S;,::t:}`.%nn}*t:a:I:::
short  of  it  is  tmnsitor.\..  thc}.  plat}ne{l

a  .tror.ireo`is `c(tificc. \\ith  Sliu'er}.  for  its
corner.-stone  ;  I.ut  .suddenl}., .1nd  in  an
l`o`ir, thi.ir  siti)er.`ti.ucture  .1nd  founda-
tion   crun`hletl.      The).  .qmsi)e(1   at.  do-
n`inion,  and. saiik  in  perdition.
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