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The   Bo-otky  Ma,tter.

1]

The   Corpse  Placed  in   aL .Burial   Ca,g]e---Preps,red   for  Shipment
-to  the  Booth  Family`in  the  East.

Bp.tea   Gone   Back   To  Memphis.

The  Matter   Closed   a.nd   Sealed   as   far  p~s  Penniman's  Undertaking
Establishment   is   Ccincernec3..

There  seems  to  be  but  little  doubts  to  the  positive  identity
of  the  J;   Wilkes  Booth,   who   committed   suicide  in  this   city  January
14th,   last,   under   the   name   of   David  E.   George,   and  ThJhose   rem9.ins
v\rere  perfectly  embalmed  under  the   suspicion  a.nd  evidence   at  ha,nd
thfgt   t,he   rema,ins  T,I„'ere   I.eally  those   of  Lincobn's   a.ssassin.      For  a

t£::a:::sin::g3:o:rep::£#::,:ou:i:i:t:,g:nge::.:¥;,;:r:u¥£s:t::t`:¥±ouS
aha.racter  €=Ls  J.   Wilkes  Booth.     The  undertakers  tired  of  s8.tisfying
the   curiousity  of  the  people,   when  the   remains  were  removed   from
the  morgue   and  plcr}ced   in   r.n   al`m   chair  in  the   casket   room   of   the

?r3!?:JEiggr!#rg. co:g::  `::gnE:  :a:u:=dc;:::tige-::::r¥r::sari::tEn:;:s
wide   open  loo
balming  fluid

ki;ng nearly  a.a  na.,tural   a,fi,   life   so  well   did  the   em-
its  work,   in   f£Lct   the  body  was  as  well   c`ured   as

one   of  the  Swift  hams   and   sa.t   in  the   chair  looking  a..S   comfortable
€3S   One   in   life.

Yesterday  morning,   by  order  of  Mr.   Bates,   who  produced  his
ciuthority  to   act   fo.r  the  Booth   far{'Lily,   the   rema,ins  wel.e  placed   i_n
a`  metallic   casket   which  wa,8   se.lied   a.nt}.  made   res.dy   for   shipment   to
wher'ever  the  nephev\r   of  the  dea`d  Booth  rna,y  direct   in  the  nee.r   future

r¥
The  positive  identifica.tion  of  the  remains  as  those  of  J.

ilkes  BOoth  by  the   descendants   of  the  grea[t   13ooth  family  is  prima
acia,  evidence  that  Booth  wp.,a  not  killed  in  Virginia,  in  the  way

a.nd  manner  given  in  his.tory,   but  that  he  still  lived  and  they
knew  it.     The  1

ron  the  f act  t I?-:-r
delp.y`  in  the  positive   identification  was   ca.u.Bed
he  ha,d  lived  under  so  many  different   names  {ind

he  family  wanted  to'  be  positive  that  he  was  really  dea.d,  hence,
r.   Ba,tea,   who  wtis   employed  by  .the  Booths   tra,ced  him  from  Glen-
o.Te  Mills,   Texas,   to  Enid,  `covering  twenty-four  yea..rs.

I   The  remains  are   now  under  the   control   of  the  Booth  family
a_.nd  it   is   fa.ir  to  pre`iune`  that   they  will  be  lfiid  to   rest  .oy  the
side   of  Edwin  Booth   in  New  York,   or  perhaps  they  will   be   intered
in  the  Old  Booth  Burial  plot   in  Baltimol.e,  Maryla.nd.

One   of  the  st.ra,ngest   circumstances   surrounding  this  Geol.ge
alias  Booth  death  and  identif.ica.tion  is  the  f,?.ct  tha,t  the  federal
government   never  has  given  it   any  attention.     This  1,vould  naturally
lead  to  the  belief  that  the  goverrment  was  well  t}ati3fie`d  that  J.
Wilkes   13oot.h  was   disposed   of  years   also   in  the`vyay   a.nd  rri`enner  #¢¢#¢
history  portrEiys;   yet   the  uncert,ainty  surl.oun.i.ing  the  positive       ,
identification  of  the  'man  shot   in  the  Garret  barn  as  being  Booth
tha.t  the  government   refused  to  pay  the  reward  offered  for  his
capture.

`    It  -is   indeede   a`   woridegi-`tha.t   the   asg&ssin  wa,a-not   identified`
and   c-aptured  by  the  govern.nent   before  his   death  as  he   seemed   to
ha,ve  trusted  his   Secl.et  to  rna,ny  people  during  the  last  twenty-
eight   years.     However,   a,s  Mr.   Bates  notified  both  the  war  and
Sta,te   dep,T]..rt-mentgi  that  he  ha,d  good   reasons  to   believe   that   Booth
was   living,   twenty  years   ago.     This   is   a-,-lout   th-e  lci.st   cha,pter  of
t]|iLi.¥ _on+E±±±==1±f`fiSi r , ee--I
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the  Booth  matter.

this   sensational   affa,ir  as   far  ag  Enid  is   concerned.     The  next  is
the   shipping  of  the   'oody  and  wha-t   desposition  the  Booth  pec>ple
will  make   of  it.


