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LETTERS   TO   HIS  FRIENDS                      227'

TO   ^TAHU}I   CAPEN.

WI.\-DSOR  IIOTEL,  July  28,1881.   `
DEAr`  SIR:

I  can  give  you  very  little  information  regarding  my
brother John.     I  seldom sa.w him since his early boyhood
in  Baltimore.     He  `vas  a  rattle-pated  fellow,  filled  \`.ith

Quixotic  nc;tions.     While  at  the   farm   in   Maryland   he
would  charge  on  horseback  through  the  woods, `` spout-
ing" heroic  speeches with  a  lance  in  his  hand, a relic of
the   Mexican  war,  given  to  fa.ther  by  some  soldier `ly.ho
had  served  under  Taylor.     We  regarded him as a good-
hearted,  harmless,  though  wild-brained  boy, and used to
laugk  at his  patriotic  froth whenever  secession  `vas  dis-
cussed.     That  heiwa.s  insa'he  on  that  one  point,  no  one
who  knew him  well can  doubt..     \Vhen  I told him that I
had  voted  for  Lincoln's  re€lect`ion he e.tpres`sed deep re-

gret, and  declared  his  belief that Lincoln ``-ould be made
king of Am;rica;  and this,  I  believe,  drove  him  be}'ond
the `limits  of reason.     I  asked  him  once  u.hy  he  did  not

join   the   Corifederate   army.     To  \`.hich  he  +eplied:   t`I
promised  mother I  would  keep out of the quarrel,  if pos-
sible,  and  I  am  sorry that I. said  sd."     Kno}`.ing my sen-
timents,  he  avoided  me,  rarely  visiting` my`hoLuse,.  except
to  see his mother, when political topics wert not touched
upon,  at  least in  my presence.     He `vas of a gentle,  lov-
ing disposition, very boyish and full of fun,-his mother's
darling,-and   his   deed  and   death   crushed   her  spirit.
He  possessed  rare dramatic talent,  and would have made
a brilliant mark in  the  theatrical world.    This is positivel'y
all that I. know about him,  having left him a mere school-
boy  when  I  went  \`'ith  my  father  to  California  in   1853.
On  my  return  in  '56 \ve  `vere  separated  by  professional
engagements,  which  kept  him  mostly  in the  South,  ``'hile
I  was employed in the  Eastern and Northern  States.

I  do  not  believe  any of the wild,  rbmantic  stories pub-
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lishi`d  in  the  papers  coi`cernin`q  him :  but  of  coiirsl`  l`e
may  ha\ic`  `bl`en  |`ngagi`d  in  I)pliticiil  niatti`rs  of `\-hii`h   I
kno\`'  not\hing.     All  his  thl`.itric.il  fril`nds spl`.ik  i`f him .is
a poor,  ci..iz}'  boy.  and  siich  his  famil}'  thii`k  lit-him.

I   .im `sorry   I   can  ati.ord   }-ou   no  furthl`r  light  on   tl`i`
`sribject`.                         Ver}.  trul}.  yours,           Ed\\.ill  l}ooth.

TO   COLO}'l:I.   L.\\\-RE`-i`E.
I

Ma).   ,5'   ISS=.
MT  DEAR  CoL.  L.\\\.Rr:`.i`E:

Before   I   received. your   kind   note   of   in`.itation,   m}.
daughter   had  sL`nt our  rl`grets  at  bi`ing  unabll`  to  |`nj``}.

your  h.ospitality,  ``.hich  I   looked  for\\.ard  to  \`'ith   mui`h
pleasure.

I  have  had  hardly  an  hour  tl`at  I  could  c.ill  m\.  ```\-n
•-since   I   left   the   thi`atre,   and   thl`   engagl`mi`nts   `ilri`:id`-

made will  inconvenicncc  me `'er}' much,  bi`ing so  pri`sscd
for time before  I ;ail.

Believe me, I  am  ver}'  sorr}'  to  forego thl`  i`lcasurl` }-i`u
kindly offer,  but hot)e that in thl`  future  I  sh.ill  ha`.c  tl`|`
.honor' of being your guest.

On Saturday I expect to ;tart for Pittsfii`1d-j`ist fi`r .I
Sunday peep into  " The  Box-,"  to see  ho``-  thl`  dear  iii`i`s

get On.
I  t`'rote to  Mrs.  Bartlett from  Ne`\.port.  tl`llin.`T hi`r tl`:`t

next Sunda}. is  the  onl}. day at  m}.  comm.ind,  biit  ,is  }.i`t
I  'vc h.id  no u'oid  from her.   Shi-``-as  ailing from  ;`i`xii`t}-
for her childrl`n  ``.hen  I  ltist hc.ard  from  her,`.iiici  shi`  ``-;`s
about going to  Boston  for a fe``.  da}.s.

I  sincerely hope that she  and  the  chilt]ri`n  arl`  \\-i`ll.
\\'ith kindest regards for }.ou both.

I  am  `.Cry  trul}. }.-`i`irs.

I.:d``-in  I)|1oth.


