
E±

-

IE=ulw¥OH

I
N  the  ye.are

ooTh.By J®hn Decry
18Q±i5  I  keb-rth6  IirBe§t  ano   ntiest   tiilli®rd   p&rtor   in

Watinington.     I-had  a  magnificent  room  over  the  entrance  to  tll``
Natiom!   Tbeatre.     Eleveii   tables    and   a   bar   Btoi`kt`d   u.ith   t!l®
choi    st  wines'  and  liquors.     }Iy   place  was  on   E  street,   11etw`'i'l\
Twelfth  and  Thineenth.    Although I  was  but 25  ye,irs  old   I  l`f``,tl

the  chonpionship  at  billiards  Of  America  and  later  I  added  the  ch;ini-
Dion8hip' Of  the  world.

My   skill   at   the'  game~end   the   hindsorke   esta.blishtnent   I   kept
C&tlsed  my  place  to  bo  frequeDted  by  the  better  classes  of  patrom3,  .ii!.I
Bo  it bapponed  that  I  numbered  a  good  many  of  the  not&bilitles  of  th;`t

tiid:%e:¥S;i?t;§£:hs::nk¥;;i¥a#£?!§j%i}t]i§:§s:e*i:i;f::fl;:i::ilje!t!#,e£:t:it:t]]C;,;;:f`:;:i,;

gE,i;n!Bh:te?n:e:vf:e::e:rhdeppiEy!e:a;e,ig:;;Hs¥:s;i.ft:Eni:,::!!!cih:f::?fl:|!i:i,,its:::`:iii:;:t::t.1:t,;:|:;:``,,:
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§o¥¢:i::y°:fez:£;eE:i¥:a;i:;;:r:iij]::`tLL::§i¥j:b]`in}q:i:i;n:i:;e]:::;v§;ii:`i§;ij&{::::i§:Sr:L:{t;:I,i;'`,:`;
father.  the  Great  Elder  Booth`  w'ho  was  'fl   not-orious  dri`m   tlriiil{ei`.
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h.ve  I  ever  known  who  possessed  a  more  winning-personality.    Thbt
--.-     `-11   ---- +  ------- `-          ,              +     I-

muc.h  at. ]east  in  his  favor  can  with  truth  be 'avened  over  his  grave,
E::'i.i::!leaa: it  is   over  that  Of   aDy  other  American. t  In   liquor, .o£
whicli   he   could   absorb   an   flstonishing   quantity   nnd.t5ti]l  -retain   th®
beflring  of  a  gei`tleman,  he  wo`Ild  sometimt`s  flash  out  fin  arigry  riord;
ttut  it  wns  a  hiird  m=Itter  to  provoke  him  to  a`quai.rel    He  Seemed  to  b®
quite   above   all.vthilig  in   the   nature   of   a  brawl,   and  lept   hiB  highly
strung  tempei.  in  check  even  in  l]is  cups.     ,

F`or  a  peri.d  of  tlbout  ten  days  before  the.assassination  of  Prest-r,
dent  Lincoln  he  visited  my  place  every  day,  sometimes jn  the .afternqon, .
Sometimes  in  the  evening.    He  was  at  this  tine  out  of  an  engagem'ent`
and  drinking  qtiite  freely,  notfeeably  so  even  for  him,  I  thought.     At
times_ ho  seemed  a  bit  Grazed.   rippai.ently  on, account  of  the  fre-quency 1

ff:I::I;Se.:;ofi':€¥rs!,a:c:!i:;e¥:Ii'e;j!as!isInvii::.if:.;iywfj.;i:t:;a;i:i:iittii;i;agii:i:ii
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:;.:;#!:i!aiii:,:ta:fioi::hiiie:n,:.:.;e!;oi#h:i::u!j;n!ii.d|:n:a:qrg:!|:o:n::t,iilj;itba!n:
office  aLnd-secure  liim  a  private  box  for  the  performance  of  the  fo]]ow-

]§e§[`:i:ega:§§{nd¥f§¥j„±T;£g::o{.:;:h;aattft¥§c;ud:ae],;`d:L:3:do;::t:;::fo::::o¥.i:gr::tis:c.i:t:fit

€{{j£..c_to:a_£ge:Tti9_3ntE3{E:L„€:i_±b;g6:a;geFyasw.tehewTehfoe¥o:§¥eLsee[nE,:CW#f:d:~tE£:;
Ifi-i-a-c~rwa--i-nd .no  knowledge that  the President•=rg%i`ngf:oS?#8:

riE seats we were asplgned we\ro in the Second  row Of the orchestra,
and   the  .Presideut'S,box,   dmped   with  the   AmericaD   flng,   wasTalmost  over  ou'-r.heads.   I Had  we  remofned   ln  these   seats  we   could

not  have  witne_ssed_ so  mbch .of ` the  tragedy  as  we  did,  but  at`tbe  end  `-„ rd L,
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f.i,tg:ctga::t::tt.i.:gurbferaica,Ftt|?=fg:I.!e:,:::gi,Efaj;isJt.g.¥=
'qrined  8tonding  at  tbe  back  of  the  house.

Suddenly  a  pistol  ehot mLng  out,  and  the  flgpae  :I  a  Lan  ]eeped
in  tl]e  President.I  box  to  the  Bth{re  and  8]meet  fell  t®  the  boards.
ng. insfolitly,  he  waved &n  arm  ot-the oudi'enqe,  .houted  .'the  South

&Vel]ged,"  which  we  licard  plainly  enough  w]idre  we  were  8tr'ndJDg,
d  ho|f`  limped,  half  ran  partly  across  the  stage  andivanished -iD the
¥_.    .Th.e  gbpai!tion .vas Fn-6-t'-6ve-r'-ri-x'tyTed-n-68-fi-;igh-t-a-I--tie?-&u-a-i:Pe:`inbeuk|-e-FeQdtw3:ic£]g,er-o¥-fa[:Ze:at:-ge°£aat--a-ef!k:t=igjt*.i-:`a'd---:-.

qaptlomlly  chosen  this
Pee  tg ' rep.Ii=e.  w_h.a€  i_Jd-Tfi:a-jen-edJ-'-T'hl-8- wii .La-urn --ke€rie,--fy-hT6

particular. riiori-eat  in  the  play-ne  of  whom
a_!  p.laying  the , leading  ferifLi6--i;ri--AI-th-6ari line--diviner--viha't  had

con done and recogpjz5d-jri-iviiked ii-6a-h-°a-a ~t-ba assb-;;-inTL-in=a:
:,`aph-eai-d3¥:ip*Eie::i:iE:.Lu?d=ri!;::,_*[!-:ii:I:_I:*n:d:#igT|::T;i:

helt}.  fLnd   comfort.     rue-driw'frie-the  other  playef8   had   ]eft
play  was Btbpped and  the ..aridience was in` a' state 'of half

nlc.

Tt:daenL±y.a:sa:ja#e°dr:in]etah%edd±tr°eehti!:nf.eteitmEj:hthh°ajt33:tstp&rft&i
a`ii:;tcTo,o!:n:i_-Sviea=#:3i_vieE--Ea;En_s!iEfE:L=:fx-h_?ni!i:.-:_oi`ie-t:a_t`E_i,

that  Lincoln  ha-d-is;-n-aciaill.;.~w6-u-na:a- E:a-t io--S.e  :a-aifen-c-a:
ros9. fl,n!..em.Ptied  the  theatre  as-qui6klr-a~s  -possil}]e.`

sgp°?teg?a:C:.n!itFe?mbe{£::arnddrb°*a;s8:iai-fi-atha:I:fantdhetiT:;WoSL3:fco:I;
a  hTationai  qpcatre.. -wfias-e, ~b-ic-k --wii=do~w-a ri::aa  a-F-, Gin-.--;-a-r`o

¥;:,:gg{3EotmhmaytE::a:.thEoh:g*;g[:_`:Tj*6_£j::~TaEEd;a=wnFg.dn2:t;,.oeenb;£5
?Lts£__gpd  jf..wa.8 .a  n.igpt. of  excit-era-e`riT,  I6fFbTr_-a-a-d -_-c-o-n-!rf-si6ri.'  -I;art;
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I _P?|ieve .I `ap  perf_ectly' :al.je -_iE_-s-a;rn-g-t~int--tife=ii£-e.  of  on  avowed
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g.ai:e--JaJndsogenTsivme=#¥&rHk&|TPEtiFE
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ch&rg?A I with'  riovi-n-g-mJ)
¥h!8  zp.ay-haveL -be~en--tih-e?  f6f

£EeduntE°&£i€:'inith&j8£:a::da:db:etroT:fs:!ifi::;e=¥:8!gti:

£tus:;}oosTghi°8r|°t£¥b¥htt:h_£w%dopi[E!oV££df#tg:8hs:f§Tl:o:#&:d:#ert:¥::Bhi#¥E
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wag - Eh
Corbett-wh6  himself  told  me- that  story  in .detail-in

8lx years  &fterw'ardLtpe_t!estimgny _of  tho' boyp ip=. mF  eH!P
gone  otter  the  bck  conyicted  the  dead  actor-. of  con

dlld  lntelit-to  ossdsdinote  lincoln: -All  through  the  da

g§:Tb:.:,cnc;,3§tvpetlr\o£:c:wxbc¥;g:e:g:g¥fir:ue,;:rEg¥hav¥g:tds:¥j£:fit:r#E,:opr£#€h¥hav®- .d6scfroed.

THAT  Booth  wag  unquegtionabl-y  |dboring`. unde£  8ori6  ridtie ~exdie-
ment  woe  appareiit  to. me.fo-r.;  weck-1)efore  the -fatal  shot  Wa.'

.firi`d.    As  I  iiow  clearly  reeall',. he  'seemed-  to  be 'crdz3ed  tiy  6ond  8treB.
of   inw&rd| feeling,   but   on)y   one   who   was   very   intiinate   vii.th  -hiDL

professio-m!   work,   m>I'   boast   of ` his   stage   career   as-is  -the   gen'er8l

co`uld`-haTo  told  it:     As   I   afterword  often  remarked   to   friends   wheD[

gifu!;?:#:sfhi!:;;anpg?o!ifesie::1r9eiiEo:ngn:,::F:;c:I::rzs|:Jii::::a¥Eioef!i3Tgi#,,

Suiie:,g!:otig::i.;n::;3;.g;'1a`f;v;#:.#i!,:5.;a:,:;`jjn:aj#:vs::`!,Ed:h:aif|iaTrE:i;aqg|E,t:¥

a  sober.man  the  next  day.                                                                              ..;   +   ~           .
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IBELIEVE   Bootli   was   as  mu(.li   (.I.:`zed   by   the   liquor  he   di.anL-   tliatw'eek   as   b`v   ally   motiTe   ".ho]i   lic   shot   Lint.oln.      I   hare   had   tiut
one  rife-loog  ``.ish,  and  that  was  that  his  frio[ids  crj`ild  but  hare  Lmowt. I
or   guessed   his   purpose   and   kcot   tl]e   ]nadtloning   cup   from  'his   hand.  :

t;§iwim:i;i::I:L':`::;;`;::i:::;:i`::`i:|!:ntni;:is:#dvt::::I:I::.:tJ€i;:i;::::::i::i§iiss:i;!¢ajstg;(:nf:£§:ii:;

excess,                                                                                               j


