Excerpts from story -

Campaigning With Grant
by
General horace Porter

CENTURY MAGAZINE




[

e ({q 2>

y; "i

& HOLDAY Ny

\\_LMBIER P\& 2y
| ,:*.:J

.Ji

C
-~

P

¥ ‘ o ‘ ‘
' O .‘ Aty

s~ )

,)h\“ | ’ ,/dL

;.‘.\\[)((t\(
3 MACMILLAN AND C°-BEDFORD ST - LONI
lll(l\lll\\u)l\l )N SO \H \l\\\()l\l\




CAMPATGNING

WITH GRANT.

BY GENERAL HORACE PORTER.

PREPARING FOR

CAPTURE OF FORT PFISHER.

TS soon as General Grant ob-
tained accurate information
inregardto the circumstances
and conditions at Fort Fisher,
he decided to send another

expedition, and to put it in

charge of an eflicient officer,
and one who could be trusted implicitly to
carry out his instructions. As there had
been a lack of precaution on the part of
the officers engaged in the previous expe-
dition to keep the movement secret, the
general-in-chief at first communicated the
facts regarding the new expedition to only
two persons at headquarters. Of course he
had to let it be known to the Secretary of
War; but as the Secretary was always reti-
cent about such matters, there was a rea-
sonable probability that the secret could be
kept. Directions were given which tended
to create the impression that the vessels
were being loaded with supplies and rein-
forcements for Sherman’s army, and studi-
ous efforts were made to throw the enemy
off his guard. Of course every one who
knew the general’s tenacity of purpose felt
sure that he would never relinquish his deter-
mination to take Fort Fisher, and would im-
mediately take steps to retrieve the failure
which had been made in the first attempt;
and as soon as Butler returned | suggested
to the general that, in case another expedi-
tion should be sent, General A H. Terry would
be, for many reasons, the best officer to he
placed in command. We had served together
in the Sherman-Du Pont expedition which in

1861 took Hilton Head and captured Fort

Pulaski and other points on the Atlantic

coast, and I knew him-to he the most ex-

perienced officer in the serviee in embarking
and disembarking troops upon the sea-coust,
looking after their welfare on transports, and
intrenching rapidly on shore. General Grant
had seldom come in contact with Terry per
sonally, but had been much pleased at the
manner in which he had handled hiz troops

in the movements on the James River. A

suggestion, too, was made that as Terry wis

a volunteer officer, and as the first expedition

had failed under a volunteer, it would only
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be fair that another officer of that serviee,
rather than one from the regular army,
should be given a chance to redeem the
disaster. The general seemed to listen witl:
interest to what was said about Terry, par-
ticularly as to his experience in sea-coast
expeditions, but gave no hint at the time
of a digposition to appoint him: nor did he
even say whether he would send another ex-
pedition to Fort Fisher: but on January 2 he
telegraphed to DButler, « Please send Major-
General Terry to City Point to see me this
morning.y Grant considered the propriety of
going in person with the expedition, but his
better judgment did not approve such a
course, for he would be too far out of reach
of communication with City Point, and as -
Butler was the senior army commander, it
would leave him in supreme command of
the armies operating against Petersburg and
Richmond.

When Terry came the general-in-chief told
him simply that he had been designated to
take command of a transfer by sea of eight
thousand men, and that he was to sail under
sealed orders. Terry felt much complimented
that he should be singled out for such a com-
mand, but had no idea of his destination, and
was evidently under the impression that he
was to join Sherman. OnJanuary 5 Terry was
ready to proceed to Fort Monroe, and Grant
accompanied him down the James River for
the purpose of giving him his final instrie-
tions. After the boat had proceeded somi
distance from City Point, the general sat
down with Terry in the after-cabin of the
steamer, and there made known to him the
real destination and purposes of the n'\]nwli-
tion. He said: « The object is to renew the
attempt to capture Fort Fisher, and in case
of suceess to take possession of Wilmington.
It s of the greatest importance that there
should bea complete understanding and har
mony of action between yon and  Ndmiral
I'orter. [ want you to consult the admiral
fully, and to let there be no mizunderstand-
ing in regard to the plan of conperation n
all its details. T served with Xdmiral Porter
on the Mississippi, and have a lngh apprecia-
tion of his courage and judgment. Twant to
nree upon you to Land with all e ".Ill"l. and
intrench yoursell inoa position from which
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ou can operate against Fort Fisher, and not
v abandon it until the fort is captured or
ou receive further instructions from me.»
Wl instructions were carefully prepared in
friting, and handed to Terry on the evening
fJanuary 50 and eaptains of the transports
fere given sealedorders,not to be opened until
he vessels were off Cape Henry, The vessels
oon appeared off the North Carolina coast.
¢ landing was made on January 13, and on
he morning of the Lith Terry had fortified
[position about two miles from the fort. The
favy, which had been firing upon the fort for
wo days, began another bombardment at
[avlight on the 15th. That afternoon Ames's
livision made an assault on the work. Two
housand  sailors and marines were also
anded for the purpose of making a charge.
Mhey had received an order from the admiral,
n the wording of which facetiousness in nau-
ical phraseology could gono further. It read:
i Board the fort in a seamanlike manner.»

They made a gallant attack, but were met
vith a murderous fire, and did not gain the
vork. Ames's division, with Curtis’s brigade
n advance, overcame all efforts of the de-
‘enders, and the garrison was driven from
me portion of the fort to another in a series
»f hand-to-hand contests, in which individual
1cts of heroism surpassed almost anything
n the history of assaults upon well-defended
forts. The battle did not close until ten
velock at night. Then the formidable work
had been fairly won. The garrison was taken
prisoners, the mouth of the Cape Fear River
was closed, and Wilmington was at the merey
of our troops. The trophies were 169 guns,
over 2000 stands of small arms, large quan-
tities of ammunition and commissary stores,
and more than 2000 prisoners. About 600
of the garrison were killed or wounded.
Terry's loss was 110 killed, 536 wounded, and
12 missing.  After the news of the capture of
the fort was received, 1 was sent thére by
General Grant with additional instructions
to Terry: and upon my arrival I could not
help being surprised at the formidable char-
acter of the work. No one without having
seen it could form an adequate conception of
the almost insurmountable obstacles which
the assaulting columns encountered.

DETCI A CANALL

Drrixe the summer General Butler, who was

always fertile indeas, had conceived the no-

tion that there were many advantages to be

gadned by making a canal across a narrow

neck of land, known as Dutch Gap, on the
Vot LIV R
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James River, which would cut off four and
three quarter miles of river navigation. This
neck was about one hundred and seventy-
four yards wide. The name originated from
the fact that a Dutchman had many years
before attempted.a similar undertaking, but
little or no progress had been made. The
enterprise involved the excavation of nearly
eighty thousand cubic feet of earth. Dutler
had heen somewhat reluctantly authorized to
dig the canal, and work upon 1t had been be-
gun on August 10. The enemy soon eregted
heavy ritle-guns, and afterward put mortars
in positions which bore upon it; and our men
were subjected to a severe fire, and fre-
quently had to seek shelter in «dugouts»
constructed as places of refuge. Under the
delays and difficulties which arose, the canal
was not finished until the end of the year.
On the 31st of December General Grant re-
ceived a message from Butler saying: « We
propose to explode the heading of Dutch Gap
at 11 A. M. to-morrow. Ishould be happy to
see yourself and friends at headquarters.
We must be near the time because of the
tide.» The general-in-chief replied: « Do not
wait for me in your explosion. I doubt my
ability to be up in the morning.» After the
bulkhead wall of earth had been blown out,,
the debris at the north end was partly re-
moved by means of steam dredges. The
canal was not of any service during the war,
but it has since been enlarged and improved,
and has become the ordinary channel for the
passage of vessels plying on the James River.

GRANT RECEIVES UNASKED ADVICE.

(GENERAL GRANT had become very tired of
discussing methods of warfare which were
like some of the problems described in
algebra as «more curious than useful,» and
he was not sufficiently interested in the
canal to be present at the explosion which
was expected to complete it. About this time
all the cranks in the country, besides men of
real inventive genius, were sending extraor-
dinary plans and suggestions for capturing
Richmond. A proposition from an engineer
was received one day, accompanied by elab-
orate drawings and caleulations, which had
evidently involved intense labor on the part
of the author. His plan was to build a
masonry wall around Richmond, of an eleva-
tion higher than the tallest houses, then to
fill the inclosure with water pumped from the
James River, and drown out the garrison and
people like rats ina cage. The exact number
of pumps required and their capacity had been
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in his quarters when a knock came upon
the door. In obedience to his «Come in!» the
party entered, and were most cordially re-
ceived, and a very pleasant conversation fol-
lowed. Stephens was the Vice-President of
the Confederacy; Campbell, a former justice
of the Supreme Court of the United States,
was Assistant Secretary of War; and Hunter
was president pro tempore of the Confederate
Senate. As General Grant had been in-
structed from Washington to keep them at
City Point until further orders, he conducted
them in person to the headquarters steamer,
the Mary Martin, which was lying at the
wharf, made them his guests, and had them
provided with well-furnished state-rooms and
comfortable meals during their stay. They
were treated with every possible courtesy;
their movements were not restrained, and
they passed part of the time upon the boat,
and part of it at headquarters. Stephens
was about five feet five inches in height;
his complexion was sallow, and his skin
seemed shriveled upon his bones. He pos-
sessed intellect enough, however, for the
whole commission. Many pleasant conversa-
tions occurred with him at headquarters, and
an officer once remarked, after the close of
an interview: «The Lord seems to have rob-
bed that man’s body of nearly all its flesh and
blood to make brains of them.»

The commissioners twice endeavored to
draw General Grant out as to his ideas touch-
ing the proper conditions of the proposed
terms of peace; but as he considered him-
self purely a soldier, not intrusted with any
diplomatic functions, and as the commission-
ers spoke of negotiations between the two
governments, while the general was not will-
ing to acknowledge even by an inference any
government within our borders except that
of the United States, he avoided the subject
entirely, except to let it be known by his re-
marks that he would gladly welcome peace
if it could be secured upon proper terms.
Mr. Lincoln had directed Mr. Seward, the
Secretary of State, on January 31, to meet the
commissioners at Fort Monroe on February 2.
General Grant telegraphed the President that
he thought the gentlemen were sincere in
their desire to restore peace and union, and
that it would have a bad effect if they
went back without any expression from one
who was in authority, and said he would feel
sorry if Mr. Lincoln did not have an inter-
view with them, or with some of them. This
changed the President’s mind, and he started
at once for Fort Monroe. The commissioners
were sent down the James River that after-
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noon, and were met at Fort Monroe by the
President and Mr. Seward on the 3d, and had
a conference lasting several hours aboard the
President’s steamer. Mr. Lincoln stated that
peace could be secured only by a restoration
of the national authority over all the States,
a recognition of the position assumed by him
as to the abolition of slavery, and an under- -
standing that there should be no cessation
of hostilities short of an end of the war and
a disbanding of all forces hostile to the gov-
ernment. The commissioners, while they did
not declare positively that they would not
consent to reunion, avoided giving their as-
sent; and as they seemed to desire to post-
pone that important question, and adopt
some other course first which might pos-
sibly lead in the end to union, but which
Mr. Lineoln and Mr. Seward thought would
amount simply to an indefinite postponement,
the conference ended without result. After
stopping at City Point and having another
conversation with General Grant, principally
in reference to an exchange of prisoners,
the Confederate commissioners were escorted
through our lines on their way back to Rich-
mond. Iaccompanied the escort part of the
way, and had an interesting talk with Mr,
Stephens. He was evidently greatly disap-
pointed at the failure of the conference, but
was prudent enough not to talk much about
it. He spoke freely in regard to General
Grant, saying: «We all form our precon-
ceived ideas of men of whom we have heard
a great deal, and I had certain definite no-
tions as to the appearance and character
of General Grant; but I was never so com-
pletely surprised in all my life as when I met
him and found him a person so entirely
different from my idea of him. His spare
figure, simple manners, lack of all ostenta- -
tion, extreme politeness, and charm of con-
versation were a revelation to me, for I had
pictured him as a man of a directly opposite
type of character, and expected to find in him
only the bluntness of the soldier. Notwith-
standing the fact that he talks so well, it is
plain that he has more brains than tongue.,»
He continued by saying what he said several
times in Washington after the war, and also
wrote in his memoirs: « He is one of the most
remarkable men | ever met. He does not seem
to be aware of his powers, but in the future
he will undoubtedly exert a controlling influ-
ence in shaping the destinies of the country.»

Mr. Stephens was wrapped from his eyes
to his heels in a coarse gray overcoat about
three sizes too large for him, with a collar
so high that it threatened to lift his hat off
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very time he leaned his head back. This
t, together with his complexion, which
as yellow as a ripe ear of corn, gave rise
a characterization of the costume by Mr.
coln which was very amusing. The next
he saw General Grant at City Point,

r the « Peace Conference,» he said to him,
speaking on the subject, «Did you see
phens’s greatcoat?» «Oh, yes,» answered
general. « Well» continued Mr. Lincoln,
n after we assembled on the steamer
Hampton Roads, the cabin began to get
tty warm, and Stephens stood up and
led off his big coat. He peeled it off just
ut as you would husk an ear of corn. 1
1d n't help thinking, as I looked first at
coat and then at the man, «Well, that’s

e biggest shuck and the littlest nubbin I
r did seeo» This story became one of the
eral’s favorite anecdotes, and he often re-
it in after years with the greatest zest.

'GBANT PLANS THE SPRING CAMPAIGNS.

AL GRANT was at this time employing
his energies in maturing his plans for a
prehensive campaign on the part of all the
ies, with a view to ending the war in the
ly spring. Sheridan was to move down
valley of Virginia for the purpose of de-
ying the railroads, the James River Canal,
the factories in that section of country
for the production of munitions of war.
neman was to start upon a raid from east
nessee with 4000 men, with a view to
king up the enemy’s communications in
t direction. Canby, who was in command
New Orleans, was to advance against Mo-
e, Montgomery, and Selma. In the move-
nt on Mobile, Canby had at least 45,000
n. Thomas was to send a large body
cavalry under Wilson into Alabama. The
ovements of our forces in the West were
tended not only to destroy communica-
s, but to keep the Confederate troops
ere from being sent East to operate

inst Sherman. Sherman was to march to
Humbia, South Carolina, thence to Fayette-
e, North Carolina, and afterward in the
rection of Goldshorough. Schofield was to
ttransferred from Tennessee to Annapolis,
aryland, and thence by steamer to the
ipe Fear River, for the purpose of moving
land from there and joining Sherman in
orth Carolina. Schofield’s orders were after-
ard changed, and he rendezvoused at Alex-
wria, Virginia, instead of Annapolis. The
mmy of the Potomac and the Army of the
Imes were to watch Lee, and at the proper
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longer than was expected, cha:

made in the origi ; but
al caried ntoefect with etiro sceeas
themilitaryabﬂt:tydﬁg ene: ‘
never appeared to better advantage
. . th o ) ) . e

of any campaigns in me
which required , m

which |

it by means of counter-irritation» Wilming-
ton was captured on the 22d of February.

THE PRESIDENT'S SON JOINS GRANTS
STAFF.

AN addition was now made to our staff in
the person of Captain Robert T. Lincoln, the
President’s eldest son. He had been gradu-
ated at Harvard University in 1864, and had
at once urged his father to let him enter the
army and go to the front; but Mr. Lincoln X
felt that this would only add to his own per- ”
sonal anxieties, and Robert was persuaded
to remain at Harvard and take a course of
study in the law school. The fact is not gen-
erally known that Mr. Lincoln already had a
personal representative in the army. He had
procured a man to enlist early in the war,
whom he always referred to as his «substi-
tute.» This soldier served in the field to the
end with a good record, and the President
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watched his course with great interest, and
took no little pride in him.

In the spring of 1865 Robert renewed his
request to his father, who mentioned the sub-
ject to General Grant. The general said to
the President that if he would let Robert join
the staff at headquarters, he would be glad
to give him a chance to see some active ser-
vice in the field. The President replied that
“he would consent to this upon one condition:
‘that his son should serve as a volunteer aide
without pay or emoluments; but Grant dis-
suaded him from adhering to that determina-
tion, saying that it was due to the young man
that he should be regularly commissioned,

- and put on an equal footing with other officers
of the same grade. So it was finally settled
that Robert should receive the rank of cap-
tain and assistant adjutant-general; and on
February 23 he was attached to the staff of
the general-in-chief. The new acquisition to
the company at headquarters soon became
exceedingly popular. He had inherited many
of the genial traits of his father, and entered
heartily into all the social pastimes at head-
quarters. He was always ready to perform
his share of hard work, and never expected
to be treated differently from any other of-
ficer on account of his being the son of the
Chief Executive of the nation. The experience
acquired by him in the field did much to fit him
for the position of Secretary of War, which he
afterward held. This month had brought me
_another promotion. Ireceived a commission
as brevet colonel of volunteers, dated Febru-
ary 24, for « faithful and meritorious services.»

LEE ASKS A PERSONAL INTERVIEW.

ON the evening of March 3, just as the gen-
eral was starting to the mess-hut for dinner,
a communication was handed to him from
General Lee, which had come through our
lines, and was dated the day before. After
- referring to a recent meeting under a flag
of truce between Ord and Longstreet, from
which the impression was derived that Gen-
eral Grant would not refuse to see him if he
had authority to act for the purpose of at-
tempting to bring about an adjustment of
the present difficulties by means of a military
convention, the letter went on to say: «Sin-
cerely desiring toleave nothing untried which
may put an end to the calamities of war, I pro-
pose to meet you at such convenient time and
place as you may designate, with the hope
that, upon an interchange of views, it may
be found practicable to submit the subjects
of controversy between the belligerents to a
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convention of the kind mentioned. In such
event, | am authorized to do whatever the
result of the proposed interview may render

necessary or advisable. There came inclosed
with this letter another stating that General
Lee feared there was some misunderstanding
about the exchange of political prisoners, and
saying that he hoped that at the interview
proposed some satisfactory solution of that

matter might be arrived at. General Grant,
not being vested with any authority what-
ever to treat for peace, at once telegraphed

the contents of the communication to the
Secretary of War, and asked for instructions.
The despatch was submitted to Mr. Lincoln
at the Capitol, where he had gone, accord-
ing to the usual custom at the closing hours
of the session of Congress, in order to act
promptly upon bills presented to him. He
consulted with the Secretaries of State and
War, and then wrote with his own hand a
reply, dated midnight, which was signed by
Stanton, and forwarded to General Grant.
It was received the morning of the 4th, and
read as follows: «The President directs me
to say to you that he wishes you to have no
conference with General Lee, unless it be for
the capitulation of General Lee’s army, or on
some minor and purely military matter. He
instructs me to say that you are not to de-
cide, discuss, or confer upon any political
question. Such questions the President holds
in his own hands, and will submit them to no
military conferences or conventions. Mean-
time you are to press to the utmost your
military advantages.» The general thought
that the President was unduly anxious about
the manner in which the affair would be
treated, and replied at once: « . . . I can
assure you that no act of the enemy will
prevent me from pressing all advantages
gained to the utmost of my ability; neither
will I, under any circumstances, exceed my
authority or in any way embarrass the gov-
ernment. It was because I had no right
to meet General Lee on the subject pio-
posed by him that I referred the matter for
instructions.» He then replied to Lee: «In
regard to meeting you on the 6th instant,
I would state that I have no authority to
accede to your proposition for a conference
on the subject proposed. Such authority is
vested in the President of the United States
alone. General Ord could only have meant
that I would not refuse an interview on any
subject on which I have a right to act, which,
of course, would be such as are purely of a
military character, and on the subject of ex-
changes, which has been intrusted to me.»
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A VISIONARY PEACE PROGRAM.
was learned afterward that an interest-

' but rather fanciful program had been
| out by the enemy as a means to be used

restoring peace, and that this contem-
ted interview between Grant and Lee was
be the opening feature. Jefferson Davis

1 lost the confidence of his people to such
extent as a director of military movements
it Lee had been made generalissimo, and
ren almost dictatorial powers as to war
msures. As the civilians had failed to
ng about peace, it was resolved to put
e forward in an effort to secure it upon
me terms which the South could accept
thout too great a sacrifice of its dignity,
means of negotiations, which were to
gin by a personal interview with General
ant. One proposition discussed was that
ter the meeting of Grant and Lee, at which
ace should be urged upon terms of grant-
g amnesty, making some compensation for
e emancipated slaves, ete., by the National
wernment, it should be arranged to have
rs. Longstreet, who had been an old friend
' Mrs. Grant, visit her at City Point, and
ter that to try and induce Mrs. Grant to
sit Richmond. It was taken for granted
lat the natural chivalry of the soldiers
ould assure such cordial and enthusiastic
reetings to these ladies that it would arouse
general sentiment of good will, which would
rerywhere lead to demonstrations in favor
[ peace hetween the two sections of the
untry. (eneral Longstreet says that the
&yject went so far that Mrs. Longstreet,
tho was at Lynchburg, was telegraphed to
ome on to Richmond. The plan outlined in
his order of procedure was so visionary that
Lseems strange that it could ever have been
riously discussed by any one; but it must
remembered that the condition of the
E:t'ederacy was then desperate, and that
wning men catch at straws.

HIGH PRICES IN RICHMOND.

T was seen that Grant, by his operations,
vas rapidly forcing the fight to a finish. The
ast white man in the South had been put
nto the ranks, the communications were
yroken, the supplies were irregular, Con-
federate money was at a fabulous discount,
ind hope had given place to despair. The
next evening one of our scouts returned from
a trip to Richmond, and was brought to head-
guarters in order that the general-in-chief
might question him in person. The man said:
VoL. LIV.—75.
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«The depreciation in the purchasing power
of «graybacks, as we call the rebel treasury
notes, is so rapid that every time I go into
the enemy’s lines I have to increase my
supply of them. On my last trip I had to
stuff my clothes full of their currency to
keep myself going for even a couple of days.
A barrel of flour in Richmond now costs over
a thousand dollars, and a suit of clothes
about twelve hundred. A dollar in gold is 4
equal in value to a hundred dollars in gray-

backs. Then so much counterfeit Confederate =
money has been shoved in through our lines e
that in the country places they don’t pretend 4
to make any difference between good and bhad
money. A fellow that had come in from the
western part of the State told me a pretty
tough yarn about matters out there. He
said: «Everything that has a picture on it
goesformoney. Ifyoustopatahotel,andthe
bill of fare happens to have an of
the house printed at the top, you can just tear
off the pictureand pay for your dinnerwithit»

GRANT RECEIVES A MEDAL FROM m

ON the 10th of March the Hon. Elihu B.Wash-
burne, who had paid one or two visits before
to headquarters, arrived at City Point,
brought with him the medal which had bes
struck,in accordance with an act of C

in recognition of General Grant’s ic
and which Mr. Washburne had been commi
sioned to present. A dozen prominent
and gentlemen from Washington came at th
same time. On the afternoon of the next
General Grant went with them to the I
of the Army of the Potomac, and gave orders
for a review of some of the troops. That
evening some simple arrangements wi
made for the presentation of the mec
which took place at 8 p. M. in the
cabin of the steamer which had brought
the visitors, and which was lying at the Ci
Point wharf. General Meade that
he and the corps commanders would like to
witness the ceremony, and in 18
invitation they came to City P for t
purpose, accompanied by a large number
their staff-officers. Mr. Washburne arose at
the appointed hour, and after 3
an exceedingly graceful speech eulogisticof
the illustrious services for which ) i
had awarded this testimonial of the nation’s
gratitude and appreciation, he took the
medal from the handsome morocco case im
which it was inclosed, and handed it to the
general-in-chief. The general, who had re- i
mained standing during the presentation

=i
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GRANT AVOIDS VISITING RICHMOND,
Pue repairers of the railroad had thought
nore of haste thanof solidity of construction,
ind the special train bearing the general-in-
thief from Burkeville to City Point ran off
the track three times.  These mishaps caused
much delay, and instead of reaching City
Point that evening, he did not arrive until
daylight the next morning, April 11, A\ tel-
egram had been'sent to Mrs, Grant, who had
remained aboard the headquarters steam-
boat, telling her that we should get there in
time for dinner, and she had prepared the
best meal which the boat's Larder could afford
to help to celebrate the victory. She and
Irs. Rawlins and Mrs. Morgan, who were
vith her, whiled away the long and anxious
ours of the night by playing the piano,
singing, and discussing the tictory: but just
‘before daylight the desire for sleep overcame
them, and they lay down to take a nap. Soon
,after our tired and hungry party arrived.
The general went hurriedly aboard the boat,
and ran at once up the stairs to Mrs. Grant’s
‘state-room. She was somewhat ehagrined
‘that she had not remained up to receive her
~ husband, now more than ever her « Victor»;
" but she had merely thrown herself upon the
berth without undressing, and soon joined us
“all in the cabin, and extended to us enthu-
siastic greetings and congratulations. The
belated dinner now served in good stead as
a breakfast for our famished party.
The general was asked whether he was
going to run up to Richmond on the steamer,
.and take a look at the captured city, before
starting for Washington. He replied: «No;
I think it would be as well not to go. 1 could
do no good there, and my visit might lead to
demonstrations which would only wound the
feelings of the residents, and we ought not
to do anything at such a time which would
add to their sorrow »: and then added, « But
if any of you have a curiosity to see the city,
I will wait till you can take a trip there and
back, for I cannot well leave here for Wash-
ington anyhow till to-morrow.»

Several of us put our horses ahoard a hoat,
and started up the James. Asa portion of the
river was supposed to be planted with torpe-
does, we sat close to the stern, believing that
in case of accident the bow would receive the
main shock of the explosion. We reached the
lower wharf of Richmond in safety, put our
horses ashore, and rode about for an hour,
looking at the city upon which we had laid

covetous eyes for so many months. The
evacuation had been accompanied by many
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acts of destruction, and the tire whieh onr
troops found hlazing when they entered bl
left a third of the place smoldering i ash

'l‘|ll’ white l!li[l\l|.lllllll wWere \A‘t‘['ll\:‘ ¢lo t'|_\ 1oy
their houses, while the black
wildly about the strects in every direction,

Woere rannimnee

GRANT'S RESPECT ol RELIGION,

LU'rox our return that evening to City Point,
we found aboard the headguarters
a clergyman, a member of the Christian
Commission, who was personally aequainted
with the general. He had ealled to see him
to tender his congratulations, and during
their conversation the remark:  «l
have observed, General Grant, that a ereat
many bhattles in our war have been fought
on Sunday.  Shiloh occurred on that day, the
surrender of Donelson, Chaneellorsville, the
capture of P'etershurg, the surrender at Ap-
pomattox, and, I think, some other important
military events.  How has this happened?»
« It is quite true,y replied the general, «Of
course it was not intentional, and | think
that sometimes, perhaps, it has heen the re-
sult of the very efforts which have heen made
to avoid it.  You see, a commander, when he
can control his own movements, usually in-
tends to start out carly in the week so as not
to bring on an engagement on Sunday: hut
delays oceur often at the last moment, and
it may be the middle of the week hefore he
gets his troops in motion. Then more time
is spent than anticipated in manauvering
for position, and when the fighting actually
begins it is the end of the week, and the
battle, particularly if it continues a couple
of days, runs into Sunday.»  «It is unfortu-
nate,» remarked the clergyman. « Yes, very
unfortunate,» observed the general. « Every
effort should be made to respeet the Sabhath
day. and it is very gratifyving to know that
it is observed so generally throughout our
country.» It was always noticeable that he
had a strict regard for the Sabbath, and this
feeling continued through life. e never
played a game of any kind on that day, nor
wrote any official correspondence if he could
help it. He had been brought up a Metho-
dist, and regularly attended worship in the
Methodist Episcopal Chureh, but he was en-
tirely non-sectarian in his feelings. e had
an intimate acquaintance among clergyvmen,
and counted many of them among his ¢losest
friends. He rarely, if ever, spoke about his
own religious convictions. It was one of those
subjects not to he discussed lightly, and was
so purely personal that he naturally shrank

hoat

made
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i dwelling upon it, for he always avoided
(King upon any subject which was personal
himself.
olism in his nature that he could not see
W anything touching his own personality
ald be of interest to others. He was im-
pd with a deep reverence, however, for all
bjects of a religious nature, and nothing
8 more oflensive to him than an attempt
make light of serious matters, or to show
lisrespect for sacred things,  His corre-
mdence makes mention of his recognition
an overruling Providence in all the affairs
this world: and in his speech to Mr. Lin-
naccepting the commission of licutenant-
1eral he elosed with the words: «1 feel the
[ weight of the responsibilities now devolv-
Lot me, and T know that if they are met
vill be due to those armies, and, above all,
the favor of that Providence which leads
h nations and mena He was always a
wal contributor to church work, and in
L to every good cause. lis fault was
t he was not sufliciently diseriminating.
sry mail hrought begging letters, and he
‘e away sums out of all proportion to his
ms. When pay-day came, it took all the
suasion of those about him to prevent him
m parting in this way with the greater
t of his pay, his only source of revenue.

GRANT'S ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION AT
WASHINGTON,

WARATIONS were made to break up head-
rters, and the next afternoon the party
ted by steamer for Washington, reached
re the morning of the 13th, and took up
ir quarters at Willard's Hotel. It soon be-
1e noised about that the conqueror of the
sllion had arrived in the city, and dense
wids thronged the streets'upon which the
¢l fronted. During the forenoon the gen-
started for the War Department. His
earance in the street was a signal for an
rovised reception, in which shouts of wel-
e rent the air, and the populace joined
demonstration which was thrilling in its
1estness. e had the greatest difficulty
naking his way over even the short dis-
te between the hotel and the department.
e time it was thought he would have
ake to a carriage as a means of refuge,
by the interposition of the police he
lly reached his destination.
hat afternoon the Secretary of War pub-
#d an order stating that, «after mature
sideration and consultation with the lieu-
int-general,y it was decided to stop all
ting and recruiting, curtail the pur-

There was such a total lack of

WHEH GRANT, labid}
chases ‘of supplies, reduce the number of
oflicers, and remove restrictions on com-
merce as far as consistent with publie safety.
This was asort of publie declaration of peace,
and the city gave itself over to rejoicing.
Bands were everywhere heard playing tri-
umphant strains, and crowds traversed the
streets, shouting approval and singing patri-
otie airs. The general was the hero of the
hour and the idol of the people; his name
was on every lip: congratulations poured in
upon him, and blessings were heaped upon
him by all.

GRANT'S LAST INTERVIEW WITH LINCOLN,

GENERAL GRANT visited the President, and
had a most pleasant interview with him.
The next day (Friday) being a cabinet day,
he was invited to meet the cabinet officers
at their meeting in the forenoon. He went
to the White House, receiving the cordial
congratulations of all present, and discussed
with them the further measures which should
be taken for bringing hostilities to a speedy
close. In this interview Mr. Lincoln gave a
singular manifestation of the effect produced
upon him by dreams. When General Grant
expressed some anxiety regarding the delay
in getting news from Sherman, the Presi-
dent assured him that favorable news would
soon be received, because he had had the
night before his usual dream which always
preceded favorable tidings, the same dream
which he had had the night before Antietam,
Murfreeshoro, Gettysburg, and Vicksburg.
He seemed to be aboard a curious-looking
vessel moving rapidly toward a dark and in-
definite shore. This time, alas! the dream
was not to be the precursor of good news.

The President and Mrs. Lincoln invited
the general and Mrs. Grant to go to Ford’s
Theater and occupy a box with them to see
«Our American Cousin.» The general said he
would be very sorry to have to deeline, but
that Mrs. Grant and he had made arrange-
ments to go to Burlington, New Jersey, to
see their children, and he feared it would
be a great disappointment to his wife to de-
lay the trip. The President remarked that
the people would be so delighted to see the
general that he ought to stay and attend
the play on that account. The general, how-
ever, had been so completely besieged by
the people since his arrival, and was so con-
stantly the subject of outbursts of enthusi-
asm, that it had become a little embarrassing
to him, and the mention of a demonstration
in his honor at the theater did not appeal to
him as an argument in favor of going. A
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ote was now brought to him from Mrs. Grant
pressing increased anxiety to start for
urlington on the four-o'clock train, and he
Id the President that he must decide defi-
itely not to remain for the play. It was
obably this declination which saved the
eneral from assassination, as it was learned
erward that he had been marked for a
ctim. It was after two o'clock when he
ook Mr. Lincoln’s hand and said good-by
o him, little thinking that it would be an
ternal farewell, and that an appalling tra-
edy was soon to separate them forever.
heir final leave-taking was only thirteen
nonths after their first meeting, but during
hat time their names had been associated
ith enough momentous events to fill whole
olumes of a nation’s history.

JOHN WILKES BOOTH SHADOWS GRANT.

HE general went at once to his rooms at the
otel. As soon as he entered Mrs. Grant
aid to him: « When I went to my lunch to-
ay, a man with a wild look followed me
into the dining-room, took a seat nearly op-
posite to me at the table, stared at me con-
inually, and seemed to be listening to my
conversation.» The general replied: «Oh, I
ppose he did so merely from curiosity.» In
act, the general by this time had become so
customed to having people stare at him and
he members of his family that such acts had
eased to attract his attention. About half-
past three o’clock the wife of General Rucker
called with her carriage to take the party to
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad-station. It
was a two-seated top-carriage. Mrs. Grant
sat with Mrs. Rucker on the back seat. The
general, with true republican simplicity, sat
on the front seat with the driver. Before
they had gone faralong Pennsylvania Avenue,
a horseman who was riding in the same direc-
tion passed them, and as he did so peered
into the carriage. \When Mrs. Grant caught
sight of his face she remarked to the gen-
eral: «That is the same man who sat down
at the lunch-table near me. I don’t like his
looks.» Before they reached the station the
horseman turned and rode back toward them,
and again gazed at them intently. This time
he attracted the attention of the general,
who regarded the man's movements as sin-
gular, but made light of the matter so as
to allay Mrs. Grant’s apprehensions.

GRANT'S INTERRUPTED VISIT TO BURLINGTON.

ON their arrival at the station, they were
conducted to the private car of Mr. Gar-
rett, then president of thc Daltimore and

—————
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Ohio railway company. DBefore the train
reached Baltimore a man appeared on the
front platform of the car, and tried to get
in; but the conductor had locked the door
so that the general would not be troubled
with visitors, and the man did not succeed
in entering. The general and Mrs. Grant
drove across I'hiladelphia albiout midnight
from the Droad street and Washington Ave-
nue station to the Walnut street wharf on
the Delaware River, for the purpose of cross-
ing the ferry and then taking the cars
to Burlington. As the general had heen de-
tained so long at the White House that he
was not able to get luncheon hefore starting,
and as there was an additional ride in pros-
pect, a stop was made at Dloodgood’s Hotel,
near the ferry, for the purpose of getting
supper. The general had just taken his seat
with Mrs. Grant at the table in the supper-
room when a telegram was brought in and
handed to him. His whereabouts was known
to the telegraph people from the fact that
he had sent a message to Bloodgood's order-
ing the supper in advance. The general read
the despatch, dropped his head, and sat in
perfect silence. Then came another, and still
another despatch, hut not a word was spoken.
Mrs. Grant now broke the silence by saying:
« Ulyss, what do the telegrams sav? Do they
bring any bad news?» «I will read them to
you,» the general replied in a voice which he-
trayed his emotion: « hut first prepare your-
self for the most painful and startling news
that could be received, and control your
feelings so as not to betray the nature of
the despatches to the servants.»  He then
read to her the telegrams conveying the ap-
palling announcement that Mr. Lincoln, Mr.
Seward, and probably the Vice-I'resident, Mr.
Johnson, had heen assassinated, and warn-
ing the general to look out for his own
safety. A special train was at once ordereil
to take him back to Washington, but finding
that he could take Mrs, Grant to Durlington
(less than an hour's ride), and return to
Philadelphia nearly as soon as his train could
be got ready, he continued on, took her to
herdestination, returned to Philadelphia, and
was in Washington the next morning.

LINCOLN'S ASSASSINATION,

IT was found that the I'resident had been
shot and killed at Ford's Theater by Joln
Wilkes Booth; that Mr. Neward had received
severe hut not fatal injuries at the hands of
Pavne. who attempted his assassination: but
that no attack had been made on the Vice-
President. When the likenesses of Booth ap-
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ared, they resembled so closely the mys-
rious man who had followed the general
d Mrs. Grant on their way to the railroad-
tion in Washington, that there remained
doubt that he had intended to be the Presi-
nt's assassin, and was bent upon ascertain-
e the movements of the general-in-chief.
anonymous letter was afterward received
the general saying that the writer had been
signated by the conspirators to assassinate
), and had been ordered by Booth to hoard
e train and commit the deed there: that he
d attempted to enter the special car for
is purpose, but that it was locked, and he
s thus baffled; and that he thanked God
t thisecircumstance had been the means of
venting him from staining his hands with
e blood of so great and good a man.
Washington, as well as the whole country,
8 plunged in an agony of grief, and the
citement knew no bounds. Ntanton's grief
s uncontrollable, and at the mention of Mr.
coln’s name he would break down and weep
terly. Gieneral Grant and the Secretary of
r busied themselves day and night in push-
a relentless pursuit of the conspirators,
o were caught, and were brought to trial
ore a military commission, except Dooth,
0 was shot in an attempt to capture him.
n H. Surratt, who escaped from the coun-
, was captured and tried years later, the
¢ disagreeing as to his guilt.
was appointed a member of the court
ich was to try the prisoners. The defense,
rever, raised the ohjection that as I was
ember of General Grant’s military family,
as it was claimed that he was one of the
h officials who was an intended vietim of
assassins, | was disqualified from sitting
judgment upon them. The court very
perly sustained the objection, and 1 was
eved, and another officer was substituted.
t\n-\'n-r. I sat one day at the trial. which

s interesting from the fact that it af-
ded an opportunity of seeing the assas-
Es and watching their actions before the
urt. The prizoners, heavily manacled, were
arched into the court-room in solemn pro-
8sion, an armed sentinel accompanying
¢h of them. The men's heads were covered
th thickly padded hoods with openings tor
g mouth and nose. The hoods had been
ficed upon them in consequence of 'owell,
fus Payne, having attempted to cheat the
flows by dashing his brains out against a
g on a gunboat on which he had beencon-
. The prisoners, whose eyes were thus
ndaged, were led to their seats, the sen-
el were }malwl behind  them, and the
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hoods were then removed. As the light
struck their eyes, which for several days
had been unaccustomed to its brilliancy, the
sudden glare gave them great discomfort.
Payne had a wild look in his wandering eyes,
and his general appearance stamped him as
the typical reckless desperado. Mrs. Surratt
was placed in a chair at a little distance from
the men. She sat most of the time leaning
back, with her feet stretched forward. She
kept up a piteous moaning, and frequently
called for water, which was given her. The
other prizoners had a stolid look, and seemed
crushed by the situation.

SHERMAN'S TERMS TO JOHNSTON.

As =o00n as the surrender at Appomattox had
taken place, General Grant despatched a
boat from Uity I'oint with a message to Sher-
man announcing the event, and telling him
that he could offer the same terms to John-
ston.  On April 18 Sherman entered into an
agreement with Johnston which embraced
political as well as merely military questions,
but only conditionally, and with the under-
standing that the armistice granted could be
terminated if the conditions were not ap-
proved by superior authority. A staff-officer
sent by General Sherman brought his com-
munication to Washington announcing the
terms of this agreement. It was received by
(ieneral Grant on April 21. Perceiving that
the terms covered many questions of a civil
and not of a military nature, he suggested to
the Secretary of War that the matter had bet-
ter be referred at once to President Johnson
and the cabinet for their action. A cabinet
meeting was called before midnight, and
there was a unanimous decision that the basis
of agreement should be disapproved, and an
order was issued directing General Grant to
proceed in person to Sherman’s headquarters
and direct operations against the enemy. In-
stead of merely recognizing that Sherman
had made an honest mistake in exceeding
hiz authority, the DPresident and the Sec-
retary of War characterized his conduct
as akin to treason, and the Secretary de-
nounced him in unmeasured terms. A\t this
General Grant grew indignant, and gave free
expression to his opposition to an attempt to
stigmatize an oflicer whose acts throughout
all hiscareer gave ample contradiction to the
charge that he was actuated by unworthy
motives. The form of the public announce-
ment put forth by the War Department
aroused  great publie indignation against
Sherman, and it was some time before his
motives were fully understood.
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Grant started at daybreak on the 22,
roceeded at once to Raleigh, explained the
uation and attitude of the government
v to Sherman, and directed him to give
¢ required notice for annulling the truce,
to demand a surrender of Johnston's
my on the same terms as those accorded
b Lee. Sherman was, as usual, perfectly
oval and subordinate, and made all haste to
ply with these instructions. When he
ent out to the front to meet Johnston,
rant remained quietly at Raleigh, and
iroughout the negotiations kept himself
ntirely in the background, lest he might
pem to share in the honor of receiving the
ender, the eredit for which he wished to
elong wholly to Sherman. The entire sur-
ender of Johnston’s forces was promptly
oncluded. Having had a talk with the
ecretary of War soon after General Grant’s
arture, and finding him bent upon con-
inuing the denunciation of Sherman before
he publie, I started for North Carolina to
pet General Grant and inform him of the
nation in Washington. I passed him, how-
er, on the way, and at once returned and
zjoined him at Washington.

THE END OF HOSTILITIES.

ES were now brought rapidly to a
lose throughout the entire theater of war.
April 11, Canby compelled the evacuation
Mobile. By the 2Ist our troops had
taken Selma, Tuscaloosa, Montgomery, West
Point, Columbus, and Macon. May 4, Richard

st of the Mississippi. May 10, Jefferson
Davis was captured; and on the 26th Kirby
Smith surrendered his command west of the
Mississippi. Since April 8, 1680 cannon had
been captured, and 174,223 Confederate sol-
liers had been paroled. There was no longer
a rebel in arms, the Union cause had tri-
umphed, slavery was abolished, and the
tional Government was again supreme.

THE GRAND REVIEW AT WASHINGTON.

Army of the Potomac, Sheridan’s cav-
alry, and Sherman’s army had all reached the
pital by the end of May. Sheridan could
not remain with his famous corps, for (eneral
Grant sent him post-haste to the Rio Grande
to look after operations there in a contem-
ymd movement against Maximilian’s forces,
who were upholding a monarchy in Mexico,

in violation of the Monroe doctrine.
It was decided that the troops assembled
at Washington should be marched in review

e,
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through the nation’s capital before heing
mustered out of service. The Army of the
Potomace, being senior indate of organization,
and having been for four years the more
direct defense of the capital city, was given
precedence, and May 20 was designated as
the day on which it was to be reviewed.
During the preceding five days Washington
had been f_fi\'l'l\ over to elaborate prepara-
tions for the coming pageant. The public
buildings were decked with a tasteful array
of bunting; flags were unfurled from private
dwellings: arches and transparencies with
patriotic mottos were displayed in every
quarter; and the spring flowers were fash-
ioned into garlands, and played their part.
The whole city was ready for the most im-
posing féte-day in its history. Vast crowis
of citizens had gathered from neighboring

States. During the review they filled the
stands, lined the sidewalks, packed the

porches, and covered even the housetops.
The weather was superb.

A commodious stand had heen erected on
Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the White
House on which were gathered a large num-
ber of distinguished officials, including the
President; the members of his cabinet, who
had won renown in the cabinet of Lincoln;
the acting Vice-President; justices of the
Supreme (Court; governors of States; sena-
tors and representatives; the general-in-
chief of the army, and the captor of Atlanta,
with other generals of rank; admirals of the
navy; and brilliantly uniformed represen-
tatives of foreign powers.

General Grant, accompanied by the prin-
cipal members of his staff, was one of the
earliest to arrive. With his customary sim-
plicity and dislike of ostentation, he had
come on foot through the White House
grounds from the headquarters of the army
at the corner of 17th and F streets. (rant’s
appearance was, as usual, the signal for a
boisterous demonstration. Sherman arrived
a few minutes later, and his reception was
scarcely less enthusiastic.

At nine o’clock the signal-gun was fired,
and the legions took up their march. They
started from the Capitol, and moved along
Pennsylvania Avenue toward Georgetown.
The width and location of that street made
it an ideal thoroughfare for such a purpose.
Martial music from scores of bands filled the
air, and when familiar war-songs were played
thespectatorsalong the route joined in shout-
ing the chorus. Those oftenest sungand most
applauded were « When this cruel war is over,»
«When Johnny comes marching home)
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ad « Tramp, tramp, tramp! the boys are
arching.»

At the head of the column rode Meade,
wned with the laurels of four years of
arfare. The plaudits of the multitude fol-
wed him along the entire line of march:
pwers were strewn in his path, and garlands
pcked his person and his horse. e dis-
ounted after having passed the reviewing-
nd, stepped upon the platform, and was
ithusiastically greeted by all present. Then
me the cavalry, with the gallant Merritt
t their head, commanding in the absence
Sheridan. The public were not slow to
ake recognition of the fame he had won
) s0 many hard-fought fields. Conspicuous
ong the division commanders was Custer.
long golden locks floating in the wind,
s low-cut collar, his erimson necktie, and his
ickskin breeches, presented a combination
hich made him look half general and half
put, and gave him a daredevil appearance
ich singled him out for general remark
applause. When within two hundred
rds of the President’s stand, his spirited
e took the bit in his teeth, and made a
sh past the troops, rushing by the review-
r officers like a tornado; but he found more
ana match in Custer, and was soon checked,
il forced back to his proper position. When
e cavalryman, covered with flowers, after-
d rode by the reviewing officials, the peo-
screamed with delight.

After the cavalry came Parke, who might
al] feel proud of the prowess of the Ninth
ps which followed him: then Griffin, riding
the head of the gallant Fifth Corps: then
mphreys and the Second Corps, of un-
elled valor. Wright's Sixth Corps was
patly missed from the list, but its duties
pt it in Virginia, and it was accorded a
ial review on June 8.

The men preserved their alinement and
tances with an ease which showed their
ars of training in the field. Their move-
ants were unfettered, their step was elas-
and the swaying of their bodies and the
nging of their arms were as measured as
g vibrations of a pendulum. Their muskets
one like a wall of steel. The cannon rum-
8 peacefully over the paved street, banks
flowers almost concealing them.

Nothing touched the hearts of the spec-
ors so deeply as the sight of the old
-flags as they were carried by—those
ecious standards, bullet-riddled, battle-
ined, many of them but remnants, often
h not enough left of them to show the
es of the battles they had seen. Some

.
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were decked with ribbons, and some festooned
with garlands. Everybody was thrilled by the
sight: eyes were dimmed with tears of glad-
ness, and many of the people broke through
all restraint, rushed into the street, and
pressed their lips upon the folds of the stan-
dards.

The President was kept busy doffing his
hat. He had a way of holding it by the
brim with his right hand and waving it from
left to right, and occasionally passing his
right arm across his breast and resting the
hat on his left shoulder. This manual of the
hat was original, and had probably been
practised with good effect when its wearer
was stumping east Tennessee. As each com-
mander in turn passed the reviewing-stand,
he dismounted and came upon the platform,
where he paid his respects to the President,
was presented to the guests, and remained
during the passage of his command.-

A prominent officer of the engineer bri-
gade, while riding by, led to a slight com-
motion on the platform. He wore a French
chasseur cap, which he had had made of a
pattern differing from the strict regulation
head-gear in having an extra amount of cloth
between the lower band and the crown. As
he came opposite the President and raised
his sword in saluting, he paid an additional
mark of respect by bowing his head. At the
same moment the horse, as if catching the
spirit of its rider, kicked up behind and put
down its head. This unexpected participation

of the horse in the salute sent the offieer’s

head still lower, and the crown of his cap fell
forward, letting out the superfluous cloth till
it looked like an accordion extended at full
length. The sight was so ludicrous that sev-
eral of us who were standing just behind the
President burst out into a poorly suppressed
laugh. 'This moved him to turn squarely
round and glare at us savagely, in an attempt
to frown down such a lack of dignity before,
or rather behind, the Chief Magistrate of the
nation.

For nearly seven hours the pageant was
watched with unabated interest; and when it
had faded from view the spectators were
eager for the night to pass, so that on the
morrow the scene might he renewed in the
marching of the mighty Army of the West.

The next day the same persons, with a few
exceptions, assembled upon the reviewing-
stand. At nine o'clock Sherman’s veterans
started. Howard had been relieved of the
command of the Army of the Tennessee to
take charge of the Freedmen's Bureau, and
instead of leading his old troops he rode with







