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Mrse. Frank Anstine

El Reno, Okla.

I am the wife of Frant Anstine mentioned in Mr, Bates' booke My husband and
his father are both dead and 1 now run the Anstine Houses I remember L. E. George
very well indeed. Ve boarded nim and gave him his room for £.00 ~n week during the
time ne w s wita uss BE. B. Browm, the clerk in the Grund .venue liotel left Enid at
the time of George's death, came to Ei Feno afterwards and clerked for me for six or
seven years, leaving here about eight years ago for Hope, Arkansas. .

Vhile Brown talked about George a lot 1 do not remember that he ever said
tnat George confessed thot he was Johm Wilkes Booth wile on his death beds Laura
Ida Bo th w.o claims she was John Wilkes Booth's daugnter wus here about eight years
ago and I cut out Mr. George's nase from ur old register and gave it to here I also
gave here an old whiskey flask which nad belonged to him. I then took Laura Ida Booth
over to the cottage, an annex to the hotel, to the room occuried by George while ue waus
nere. £ne sat down on the bed and went “Father On!l Foor Father', Che was interested
about the stories as to the properties of Bootn that belonged to Mr. George and asked
if i knew anything about the estate. (eorge was drunk a lot wiile ere and was comider_ed
pretty much of a muisance by my husbendes ‘nmce waen ne was drunk George sald to me
"drs. Anstine, I killed the best man that ever liveds At another time ne said "I wish
you could see the pictures 1 painted in Jerusalems One time lr. George did some house
nouse painting in Yukon, & small town firteen miles east of here. Wahile tnere he courted
a young girl 16 or 17, wio was living with ner aunt and uncle who were rather old people.
He was' painting thc sunt and uncle's houses He told them he nad plenty of money and would
moke & fine nome for & wife and wanted to et married. The unclie and aunt took it

scriously and came down to El Reno with the girl and asked for ir., (George at the notels
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They told me th:t the ;irl and dr. George were cngugeds 1 took them over to the
cottage snnex where George was at the tise. MHe was scare. frantic and begged me to
stay with him and claime  th t he had been Just joking. The aunt and uncle got terribly
angry and threatened to sue lUr. George for bweach of promise, but never toqk any action,
I remember that after tie old uacle threatemed to bring suit agsinct George that he
said, "Mrs, Anstine, t.cy better not fool with me, "I ki led the best man that ever
lived"s He asked me one time, "Urs, Anstine, are you a Louthern woman?" Then aske ,
"can you keep a recret.” I replied "did you ever sec a woman wiho couldd" George then
scid 1 am golnz to tell yau something some daye. I never took it seriously since ne

was drunk so much and was thought Lo Le a little "off.” Mr. George was always telling
me that 1 had too much to do and tonat I was too young to r.uin ny good looks and thet

my husband was well encugh off to give me a good allowance. He was always giving me
advice on how to handle my husband, 1 do not know whetner !ir. Goorge was a "dope" fiend
or not, but that would account for inis peculicr spolls. !lo mist have been about 60
years old «t the time he was here, but in an attempt to look much y unger dyed his

mue tacne and hair, 1 remember seciing the dyes in his roome I do not remember that

Mr. George ever borrowed any money fron my husbands, 1 am sure be would not have lozned
nim over §{10.00 without security, as my husband wesn't that poor a btusiness man,

r, Anstine was nervous and would feel humiliated when lre. Georpge got drunk
around the hotel wnere ne would always try to be (ulte dramatice I remember George
gmith, e was called "Progress” Smith and had a clothine and sinoe store here known aos
Tae “rogress Jtore, r, fmith's wife was quite friendly to !Ir. George and if 1 remenber
ri htly came over to see him a couple of ‘times and had him at their house. The fmitus
wer§ here but a year or two and taen moved away, !r, (George nad no friends witn whom
ne was rarticularly cahwmaye I do not rememb r of aim ever saying anything about living

in Texac. !e was quite Coutiem, nad & very musicel voice and a Southern drawl., He
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painted quite steadily during the time he lived in k1l Fenoe In fact, he painted the

threé cottages north of our notel wiich were u;aed as a notel annex, He also superintended
and aided in the painting of the hotels He always pald uis hotel bills and never scemed
to nave any large amount of money or large bills winich would have been particularly
noticeable because he would nave tried to change tiem or pay his bills with large bark

~ notese

George's eyes werc either dark blue .or brown, not black. I do not rem nber
that he ever took part in any smateur p.ay, although he might have -done so. I remerber
wen lMr, Bates came herg aftor George's death. e showed us the tin type wuich he
claimed was St. Helen and also ire George. We uid not instantly recognige it as
ire. George, but agreed that it-looked sometiing likg hii, ©nd undoubtedly, was nim when

younger, I do not remember that Mr. George ever had his picture taken while here.

~ Signed: -



