
-   L,!   )

T{ra  DErmoIT   FPLFE-PRESS
February  8,1920

ersion bf Lincolri-'s Murder
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`-NEW`verslon  af  the  assaa-
shation  ot  President  Lin-
coln   by  ivilkes   Booth   hi

: Ford's   theater   in   Washington
new, .at  least,  in the  contradiction
ot  some  ot  the  generany  accepted
details    Of   that   great   American
tragedy-has ]u8t &ppeaied, Among
the  th`ingg   accepted   and   vouched
for  by\ historians  and  incorporated
ln   plays, -movies   and  books  that
have been  compiled with  painstak-`
ing  care  `for  small,   but   dra.matic
detalls,` which_ are  pushed  aside by
this new version are the statements
that I.aura Keene was on the stage
at  the  time  ot  the, Shooting.  and
that  Booth  after  the  murder  der

I  fiantly    faced   the    audience    and

i  shouted  :`Sic  semper  t.yrannis."  bo-
fore  he hobbled  off  th©  stage.

And  to  give  the  flew versioa  vcr-
islmilitude,     its     author     declares

I  that  ho  and  ho-  alone` was  the  only
I  actual   eye-witness   of   the   slaying
i  6f  the  Great Emancipat®r.•w.T  J.   Ferguson,  tho` veteran  ac-

tor,   now  77   years  old,  who   was  a
I  call  boy   at  Ford's    theater     whoa
Lincoln  Was  killed,   gat'e   his   Story
of the  killng_recently  {n_ ?n  address
at  the  Green Room  club,  Now  Fork,
at  a  reception tendered  him by that
organization  bf  players.    It _wa,a.  h®
said. the  first time h® had  ever pub-

:  llcly    discussed   i.h®    det-2Lils    ot,   t.ho

L=n£._inriFs: i-¥cawr:a t£:,aT:gao, ;o::<  duo   t®-  the   innate   retiring  dispo8l=

tton   of  the  aged  actor  and  deslro
not-t'o   enter   into   any  controversy
ivlth  historians  and   others._ __-     Somo  time   ago,   when-I)avid   vi.
Griffith  prbdueed  "The   Birth   of   .
Nation."   he   spent   months   search-
ing   records   and   hl§toricdl   data  to
make   his   production_  of   tho'  sho`ot-'Lnignj:.t,::t:F|:atirhoco:::::,`nshe.vj=

the   seccrn-d   scene   of   the   thlz.a   act
of   "0`ir   American   Cousin"   goin.

I on,  with  Miss  Keeho--on   the  stage.
'when   Booth`  slipr`ea  i!``o  the  prei)|-

fpe:qalgE::'a]t"'a£;-:::ietnhc®®:'i:::?:
odsio  the  Bt&`gei-   H®  then-and,  &o-

and   shou€ed   out   hla   r`asping   "Sic
Bonper  tyTannls!-   _

1  honest.ly'thlnk  I  wag, the  only
actual  oy. wltnesa to  the murder  c£
President Irfucoln.", 8ald  Mr.  Fergu-
eozL   -At  the  tim.  I wa.  a call boy
&t   Ford's   theat.I   and   frequently
I  wa:  ca;1led    upon  to  pt'ayL   Small
parts   tor-vlaltlag   companle8.     oa
tale  evening   one  ol  th.   &±giors   ol
th.  company failed to  zieport at the
theater  and  I  w&a  told    I    would
hav. to  do  a  Small  dc®n®  with  Mi8a
K®®n..   It was only a few lines and
I   was  nervous   and  oxclf.ed  &¢  the
pro8p®ct\ol  appearing  on  the  Stag-o`-wltb   th.   groat   Laura   Ko_eno.     It
wee  ziot  until  just  before  tbo  mur`
d®r   th&€   I 'notte®d   th-&t   President
I.lnooln   wan   an   hlB   private   box.

•~T_bo   8c6n® _her   just   begun,   ;nd
I  waB-standing  in  my  place  on  the
pro'mpt.   Bldo.   _   There   was    no   one
elbe  backstage,  as  the  players  were
in   the  greenroom,  whore  tfiey  re-
malned  until I called  them  for their
cues.     Miss   Keen®   had   come     out
to  talk  to  mo  and  explain  a  bit  of
`business'   we   were   to   go  -through
later.   I was  paying more  attention
tb  her  than  aLnything  else  when  I
notlced  a  sudden  commoti`on  in  the
presidential  box.

"There  was  a  sudden  hush,  then  I
Saw   Booth   E!pring   ¢o   the   fall   of
the  box,   polso  there  a  second  and
thou  leap  onto  the  stage,  H-a  landed
on  his  1eft` knee,   r'estod  a  fraction
of a  second  and  then  quickly stun-
bled   `toward    the  .  entran6o  where`Mlse   Keene   and   I   wore   Standing.

H.  lurched  past  ug,  brtlshipg  us  tq
one  side:     The  bowie  knifo`he  held
pressed    against    my-~  sld®    -ae      he
passed   aLnd     I     could   f`ool   his   hot
breath  on  my~cheak.    I  know  I  was
terror  stricken.    As  I  recall  lt'now
my   mentail     processes     app-are-ntly+had  Stopped.,  . In  a  dim  way  I  k-Lew
that  some-one  had  been  Shot     aLnd
that   8omo   on~e   was  President  Lln-
cola.   Bat  I  was bowerless  to  move
until  Booth  had  passed  m®  and  had
roachod  the  side  wall.    I  codld-see
him   Stumble   along   -thls,     holding
_hlm€olf.  up,  with-one,   hand   ap   h8
lurched  along.    whco~ I.     ro&ched
the  rear  wall  h.  turned  .n¢.  8tlll
holdlag     blmsolt   -_.rest   with   one

cotBcided-turned  to  th.  atlditoriummad®  for a Small door trnrch  op6nea
`onto   a  dingy   back   street.    ,I   gav
him  kick  the  boy  that  was  holding
his horse  and  tben  ho made  off  into
the  nigbt.  ``trow_long  Both  was  ln  the -tit-
tlo  back  ham  back  of  the  box  I  d®
pot  know.     Ho   made   his   entrane®from   th®   `front'   of   the  h-ouse   and
not  from  the  stage,  as  many  hS-+®
said.    Th®r®  was  no  way  in  which
to  reach  the  Presidential  box  from
the   stage.     The   only   door   to   t-ho
little  hallway  was  from  the  thea-t6r
proper.    Then  in   the  'halfway  Was
another  door  wbich  led  directly  to

the_plaster  on   t'he  wall   aLnd  us-e   it
as  a  wedge  to  keep  the  door.  sr.u€-.
Also  there  was a  gimlet  hole  ln  tit=

:::8beonxoug:o::hw¥:£:ns;t£::Tg!
+t1^    -1^E,+ ----    I,a._     _      _,,              _

door,  wbich  showed  he  had  look

not  know.                                                        `'` i
|,T.   ___  _    _ -.   `      _        ,.._-`_    ---- = --,_..;-.-=J=i"It was  after Bootfi-`mairin`aar2

way  to   the   Street   and  rode  awa*
intar  the  night  that  I,   a8  ca£1
gave  tbe  signal  that  ra,ng  doivn
curtain  oh  Ford's  theater .and
one   ot  the   greatest    ¢1     AiigE;I;'
tragedies."
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