
RECOI,LECTIONS   OF   JOHN   WILKES   BOOTH
By   Edward   M.  Alfriend

The     (liffi.ri.1li`c.     ill     Englan(1     lti.t\\..`c.ii
l.liarles   heat)   aiitl   .|`uii``s    I:rutt`s   I:utiLl`
{1rtj\'e  the   latti'r   tu   .\mi'rii`:i   imii`i`(li:Lti'l\.
tlft(.r    I)i`    i])arri:igi`    ill     1*.>1.        I+c`    I:Lntli.;I
il`     .\'()rf()1k.    \.irLrilli:l.    .|ulli'    `3o    lif    tll:lt
\'i`ar.   aiitl    six   tla\'s    I.iti.r.    ill    l{i``lm`I.ntl,
:iiadi.  his  first  a])|>c.araiii`c  till  :Lti.\'   .\itii'ri-
i`aii   stafri]   in   "l{ii`hartl   111"   :Lt   thi`   .\]ar-
Sllall    Theatre,    i`t)riiiir    of    Sii\.`.iitl`     .iiitl
Ptroa(I   str{.(.ts. Itii`hllloll.I. al\\..'l.\ i  :1, Lrri'.1t

\

jl)l[*   ``.ii.KL..s   irooi`.!.

Ff.a  -I.hot..{r.iili  ial..Ii  lrom  lil(`.

frii`i`tl   `]f   tlii.   tlrattiatii`   I)rofi`ssit>il   tiiitl   tjf
th(`  (1rama.  r(`i`ci\.i`tl  llim   \\.ith  of7cn  :`rll)s.
al)tl   ga\.i`   llim   tlie   rc.i`ogiiitit>ti     th:it     in-
s`tri`(1  l`is  tlr.iitiatii`  carci`riiitliisct)Lttitr\'.

.Tiiui``s    ]}rut`ts    ]}ttotl`    \\..is   tlii.    s.iti    t.tf
:`   ```ii`i`i`ssful    Loiitloii   h\\.\.i'r   of   ri.|t`ilili-
i`:Ln     Tlrincif.lt..i.     \\.ho     ill     iiis    .\.o`ith     li.itl
s.iili`tl  ft.r  ..\Iiii`rii`:L  t`i  \..il`uitt`t`r  in   \\..i`li-
ii`LTton```   :irii`\..   I)`it    \\..is   \.:`iitLtri'tl   {ii`tl   I.i.-

t,,r,,`.,,    t ,,,.-- :,it,"",.         1"     I,(,,iti`..<    .,`t,,i-l:`

I:rutiis   \\.{`s   :in    I.:tiLrlisll    Ka(1ii`al.   deeply

;t.`j-:"i`l't:li`':::;`.il:Iitc\:`;tt.``r:t`\'.Ji%`:I,::r:..``j?,;,r::,;::;
{il.   hi.i   itli':is`  ai`tl  there  is  littli`  .doul)t  that
liis   son,   .|`tlin   \\'.ilki.s.   tli`ri\.i.]d   much   o{
l`i*  t>\\.11  ri`stlcss  politii`al  spirit  and  iilen-
t;il     rtitlii`ali>i]`\   from     both     I.ither     and

#.I"I t;`?I:'t::'f.+   !t:,:`s`:  \`\'::::ei)'oj::Tt`C;:,(I..\:|tr::
I.'ili.I.  :intl  i'tluc.itetl  ill  St.  ^\Iar}..S  College
i,,   tll:Lt   Statl'.

•.       .|ulin  \\'ilki.i  I}6otli  ``.as  al\`'a.\.s  an  in-
1`'iisc   .`t>`ithi.rlicr   in   all   his   feelitigs   and
tl`uuLrh`.s,  oi!  :ill  tlle  (i``cstioils  that  were
tli\'itling   tlie   \'tirth   tiiitl   Si)uth.     I   knew
him  \\.i'll,  atid  t)I.ton  licartl  him  give.ex-
|tri.ssi"i   I(t   tlii'+i'   St)utht``rn   s.\.mpatliies
..L'1(I    |.I  )'1\.il.tiolls.

\\.li`.n   tht`   Tolln   ]3ro\`'n   rai(I   occurrc(1
in   18`:().  .Tolm  \\`'ilkcs  ]3ootli  \\.as  a  nieni-
lli'r  of  tlit`  tli``:itrii`.il  i`oiiii)all.\.   then  pla.\'-
ill.*.   :it   tlii'   l{ii`liiiititi{l   'l`hi-atrc.       lie   \`'as

ii]:L.\ iiig  ``iitli.r  tnt.   tiallii]  t7f  Tol"1   \Vilkcs.
()n    thi.    iiight    tliat    tlic    I.`irst    Virginia
l<i.i{iltii'i`t   \\.:L`  t irtl``ri`tl  tt)   I Iar|)er.s   Ferr.\.
.iml   tli`iiii`i.   tt)   l.h.irliisto\\.n    hc`    left    the
tli`.:Ltri'.   i7rtii```ri.tl  :i   `«iiform  aiitl   ttiusket,

jt>iiii.tl    tli{`    I{ii`linioiitl    Gra\'s,    tlie    com-
ii:`ii.\.   tif   \\.I)ii`li   I   \`..is   a   mi`iiil]i'r.  antl  ac-
t`"iii:Lnii`tl     it     tt>      I].ir|]i`r`s    Fi`rr\.     and
(`li.irli`sttju.ii.   nil(1   (1i(I   d`it.\.   .is   a   I)ri`.ate
>.il{lii`r   Lititil   .|I.lm    llr(i\\.n   \`.as   c.`i'cute(I,
:iittl   tlii.ii   i`:tiiii'   li{ii`L.   to    Rii`limoiid   witli
tlic  ct>mm.ili(I  .iiitl  ri`t`Irlictl  to  tlic  theat.re.
Tlie   in.1naLr`.r.i.   For(I    all(I     Kuiikel.   (tis-
{`h.irLT(`tl  him  for  iT{)ill.ir  tt)  Hart)er's  Fi`rr.\.
:iliil   (`,li.irk`str^\.ii :  .in(1   on   tliis  bi`i`oming
kii{i\\.n    .1   I:ir.Ire   i`(1lltillgl`tlt   of   thl`    I.`irst
\.iriLTii]i:`   Ri`Lrilll``1)t  l"lrcllcd  to  tlll`  tllea-
tri`   .iiitl   (I(.it).iittli`tl'  tli.it   hc  I)e   reinstated,
`\.I,i``l,   tl,`.   ,,1.l",gllr.`   ,li,I.

\\.Iiil`.   .it   Cli.irlcsto\\.ii   tlii`   Riclimolid
( ;r:I.\.`   o``t``ipii`tl   .is   thi.ir   qtlarti.rs   an   old
tiii-f<ii`tlir\..  .ilitl   hi-rc`   Tnlln   \VilL-cs   Booth
`lt.flt  t'\'Cr.\.  lliLTht.  \\.Ill.'n  lii'  \\':i``  iiot  doing
{1`it\.   .is   ,1   sci`tiiii'l.   \\'ith   \\'irt    rlarrison,
tin  ;i   c;tr:`\\'  T..illct  \\.hich  \\'as  hitl  next  to
nt\   ti\\n,      \'i.:irl\.  e\.`.r.\.  iiiLrllt   I)i'f(ire  taps
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Booth  u'ould  entertain  us  \`.ith  dramatic
recitations  from  different  pla}'s.    He  \vas

i:a:yxafa:n€#6fr:r:eta:::]s:e:;¥:::i£:C:h¥s::bnr:i:!iai:
subsequentl.v showed on the stage.

Edwin  Booth once saitl to me:   "]ohi`
Wilkes had the  genius of  my  father,  and
was  far  more  gifted  than  I."    Many  old
actors  who saw  him  in  his  last years  be-
fore his terrible and insane deed at \Vash-
ington  have told  me  that  they  never  sa.w

•s.oRig[::ia||P|9,ri:mEan.c,i,.:s:`reeaga;:r,os:
In  Richmond,  as  I  liave  said,  he  pta.\'ed
``hder  the  name  of  John   \\''ilkes,    atitl
never   used    his    o`vn    name    until    his
brother  Edwin  came  to  the  city  to  pta.v"Hamlet."     He   tlleli   pta.}'ed   "Horatio"

to his brother's "Hamlet," and his nanic

¥aftg.;VeAt£Th:h:,obs;:`Sofa;h!°;,:y}V`:'hkee,:
the  usual  can  came   for  Edwin   Booth,
the curtain `vas run up and he came do\`.n

:h:enhd:,tsap:o;:t::3wd:i:.ghiJgo;hn:,:dy:I;E,i,,s-i:tch,t:i:i
:.¥enss,:,  fr.9Fest,P,e  :#€;etnhc:n:Ivears  C:iesof

al)-

t;`\

i.\

:1,i&Si;onn!0Stnoc\kvitk;e:pBag,t.The"':`Sajnv:`r].\..

:'£::t8.o]nneh:a:::I;Ve!Wea':tiessheev:W::;¥l£:t:

gg:`#'p::as:s:s:s'e:iiue#:ia::irea;::v:e]o:;:;:tlh:rl:ntrt':l`i:

i¥hh::%d::a:°:i:I;:a:;:§':ae:kEgiid?re.Cj]at#;}:::;,:
ing a great deal, b`tthe \`'as a much hand-
somer man than his brother  Edwin.    Hc

ges,:eds:Soet?s.asv;:Ce:,V:t:iv|'iied;]iir:::t,hear:SL
was like him, a consummate elocutionist.
Until his brother came to Richmond and

Fheeps'eacyoendd"j¥v°ernaiti`e°'L=itho{`'t`hme:i]eea`:'rae:

:8of:r:::B;;e#i?,S%ni::;]js:Paar:ti-bit,::`"S:.`i`a¢i{`:`ri`:I
L}'ons,"  and  in  similar small  roles.    IIis
abilit.v ``'as  `lnquestionable  antl  his  f`it`ire
assured.   In  Richmond,  while connected
with  the  theatre.  he  ``'as  a  great   social
favorite.  kno``'ing  all  the  best   men  .ind

maii\.  of  thi.  finest  \\.onien.     This  I-iii`ult\.

3:e:,°Cpj:'ssset.;:`:(etsin}`.,:;Ss'f`aetr,:;,'r;t:,rT}(',.,.i|::lit.ir
his    brothc.r    Etl\.\.in.      \\'ith    nicn    ]ohii
\\`ilkcs    `\'as     niost     tlignified     in     dc`-
meanor,   bearing   liimselt-    \\.ith    insou-
i`iant  care  antl  graci`.  aiid  \\.as  a  brilliant
talker.     \Vith   \\'omi`n   hi`  `\.as  a   man   of
irresistible   fascination   b\.   reason   of   his

i)`|:,ii,rab:'iv::},,,I;,i:it:;e°;`:,:]]t:i:::C;i:':}aci;,I,I:I:C::,:,i,:]'.::i:::
\`.hich  the  ardent  im.igiiiation  of  \\.oiiion
amplific(I.

He \`.as a gri`at atlmircr of those Greek
all(I   Roman  charai`ters  that  are  dei`metl
exponents  of  popular  lit)ert\.  an(I  heroic
patriotism.      Ill   this   lie   weilt   almost   to
radicalism.     Of  the   "Brutuses"   he   \`.as

i:nrtg:;:::ill;s;::Es.;ia::t;:o;i:lil.::i::i(:::.|t::I::i:`i:`ltssf;:il;'C:I:
lie  rolle(I  out  tlie  line  "^\1\'  ancestor  that
did  from  tlle  streets  of  Rome  the  Tar-
quin    drive."       Hc   said   to   iiie,   "Of  all
Shakespeare.s  characters   I   lilt-e  `Brutus'
the  best,  excepting  onl.\'  `Lear.' "    Therc`

::t,noon duo:'ob:  tt'i`,%ts:] i:hsatrt:ti'er°sf ia]:8  :I::i€i;
to  do  \`'ith  slia|)ing  that  meiital  coiiditioii
``'hich   inducetl   his   murder  of   President
Lincoln.

I    \\'as   tall<iiig   \\.ith   F.tl\\'in    I?tiotli   .it
"Tlii`  na}.ers" one tlav ``.hcli  I  ri`m.irl<etl

to  liiiT!,  "Mr.   Booth.  t.here  :s  an  ini`itlent
in  the  natiotl.s  histor\'  to  \\.hich  I  \\.i]ultl
like   to  allu(1e."      lie   I)romptl.\.   i`t)nipri'-
hen(1e(1    a.ncl    replictl    \\.ith    flasliing    e}.e
and  a constriction  of the  lips.  "You  meali
that  affair  at  \\tashiiigtoli.     I   could   iiot
approve   `\'hat   hc   tlitl-l>Lit   he  `\\.as   i]iv
brother!"     The  last   ``.ords   \\.i`rc   utti`re{l
\\.ith  intense  emotion.

It   is   an   interestiiig    fact    tl)at    Ftl\\.in
Booth   lie\.c`r   di-siste(I   from    hi`i    Tmti`.tlt
all(l   qtiiet    `ndea`'or  to   ri`cover  tlic   liiitl\.
of  John  \\''ilkes  Bootli  `iiitil  lie  tlcli\'`'rc':I
it  throtigli  friends  to  his  iiio  'ii`r  in  \Iar\.-
tall(I:   it   is   no\\'   I]Liric`tl   in   thi.   i:ili`il\.   lbt
in   that   state.     Of  John  \Vilkes   Booth.s
tlcatli   tl]crc`   call   I)e   no   tloubt.      .T()hn   T.I
I.`or(I,  the   Baltiiiiori`   theatrical   I)).itiag\.r.
and   Charles   Pi.   Piishoi],   tlie   come(li.lil.
both  told  ]iie  tli.it  the\'  \\'itnessctl  for  Ed-
\`.in    Piooth   tlic`   t``lui.miiig   of   tlie   I)od.\.,:

.
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idet`tifie(I   it   anil   si`tit   it   to   liis   ti`iithi`r.
Tl`is   shoultl   si}t   at   ri.st     tl`i`     1.l`rsi``tl`1|t
rLinior  tliat  he   is  still  ali\.i`.

^L\s   to   the   draii`atic    `gi`i`i`ts    i7f    Ti)hn
\\'ilkes   Booth.   I   i`aii  \\-riti`   \\.ith   iirofiis-
sioiial  authorit\..      It   \\-.is   ot.  thi`   1iighi.st
ordi]r,   atitl   had   l`c   li\.i'tl   l`is   fami`   ni`(I
suci`ess   \`-o``1tl   ha\-i`   i`q``.ili``l   liis   I:itbi`r,`s.
The  f.itlii`r  I  iit`\-i'r  s:`\\..  b`it  m`.irl\.  i`\.i'r\.
great  .ii`tor  from  Etluiii  Pol:r{`st  `io\\.n  t.o
the  pr{`si`Iit   tl.1.\.   I   h:`\.i`   f`i```i`   .iml   kiio\`.ii.
ati{1   (`xi`i'i)tiiig    I.`{)rri'St    :`titl   tli:\t   I)rilliai`t
i`rratic      .iri`ilills.       I.`.`l\\.it`      .\(1:\tlls.      .T(lhn
\\-ilki`.<     l}ooth.s    Lri`lli`ls    ```i```i'(le(1    th``m
all.      .-\s   I   li.i\.i`   \\.ritti`ii.   I`t`   \\.:is   a   8i.i`at
t`(111`irc'r   {)I   ..Kill`|r    I.i`.1l.."        I    tloll`t    tl`illk

1`is     LTi`iiiii<     \\'`i`iltl     1i{i\'i`     t`\'t`r     lil:`tli`     liis

rtiiitliti(in   tit-   thil   ii:irt    iiti\i.il    ttt    I.`i)rri`St'S
Ii`it   l`e   \\..i`   :in   `mi.tiL`:`1i`tl   .`Rii`h.irLI   TT[."

.iii{l      \\.Otiltl      li.i\.i`      in:`tl`|      tlit`      .iTn.:`ti.st
" lil3.tl."  "I  I:lmli`t...  "l`:is`i`is`"  "(  )thi`llo."
•.\Itii`b(`tli...     "(`oriol{`ii`Is..    .iiitl    ..Cli:irlc.i

tlii    lltior..    :iiitl    `iii`ilar    it:`rts.       Tii    iih.\s
lil`l`   ..Thl`   .l`:`11lil`Lr   .)I.   tl`i`    Sl`r\'\\."    111`    1`:`(I

:Li`liii`\'(`(I    tli`titli`ti`iii    I)i.ftit.i`    hi'    tli``tl.         [T(`

:\``tt`(I   \\itll   :\  I)rilli.ii`t   tl:`sh  :`ntl   `\\.i`i`|.  tll:`t

\\.i``  irr``sistiltli`.     To  \\iiti`i.Ii  in  stti`h  p.irts
1```    \\.:`>    :`n    in`|)i`t-inlls    ftlsi`ill.1ti`)11.       Tl`C\'

itlrili7.t`tl     l`im.         "I<ii`g     I.i`.ir"     .inil     lii-S

:Lri.iiitl``    \\.{`ri`    iit)t    (iuiti`    il`    li:\rltl()n\..        1  lc
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`lid   iiot   l`.i\.i`   tlii`   I.ir`t`i`   iih.\.sii`:il   Ill-oitor-
tii)iis   i`ss\`i`ti.il    `o   a    |ii`rl-tirii`:mi`i`   `i{   ttii`
s`tl)1it``est     ot.     Sh:`ki'si)\`€`ri`.s     i.l`:`l.{`i`ti`rs.
I.:(l\\.ill   Filrri`st  (li(I,  :`"1  \\..1s  tll`'  irTi`.`ti`st
"l<ing   I,i`.ir"   thi`   st;ig`i   li.is   ``\'``r   si`c`ii.

i,lil:i`,t`}i,I:..T!:i',.::i;`:l`l',`ii.:I,`:;I_::T,,gi`,`;I,`'-r,..:,`;:;
``ttitioii    of   Shi`k``siu`:in..    I    i``|it.``ss``tl    to

i,,I   ,t`\.   `l,,,I,ir:,till,,   ``t.   ,,is   `.Ki,,it.   l```i,r.``

I.``irri`s{`s   i`\'i`s   l1:`slii`{l.   :mtl   1```,  i:iitl   il`   r``-

1,,.\ ....'sir.   i    :,l.t   .ll: ,,,,, l,t.'   h,,t   I,.\.    I:--I
:1'11    .I.|`.1r!`  "

It    is    I:`t,`l.:,t:Lhll.    tl,:`t    ,I,r`,,,£.I,    tl,l,    i,,-

sanil\.    \\.hii`l`    1i``t     t`t    tli:\t      tl:irk    t`i````l    in

\\'i`siiin.*`tim   tl```   L"iiii`   I)i   .1tiht`   \Yill<i`s
1`.tt`ith     \\.:`s    1`t``t     ({i    tli\`     .\ii`i`ri\`:`ii     st:``i{.i`.

I]is    s`:\r    \\'i`i`t    `i`tt    iT`    tll``   tl:`rk```t    t`iL'I`t,

:intl   tlim``.£'li   {`   `l`ii``1   tti:`t   ``ti`t   tlii`   ``i.ii`T<i`ti

So`ttl`   its   l>``st   ft.i``I`tl   ill   tl```   \'t.rtli.   ..\lir.`-

ll.|m       1`i'1\``,,,\.           11\`       :\,(,,```       ,` ,,,, ',I     I,;`v``

``t\,,`\t   :lt    t,,``   ``",I,,i   'h``   \\:,,.   I,``t\\.````,,    ,I,``

\'')rtll  ,1'1\1   tlll.   .i('\'tll.  tl'\,   ,  ;r\,:\'    l':l,.il-l\.:,-

tt}l..   .111`1   tl`l`   h`tlll`t   tl'.    |nl`ll    \\.ilk``S    I:I)`lth

I-`il717i`tl     th``     Stt`itli    `if-I`i`    ii.``I`i`ls.    his    ill-

11'11,Ill.(,.     I'i<     '\('1)11.     :1„''     '<i„(lI\.     I\t,.|rt.         I

1,\`Iil`\.{`   tli:\t    if   tlil`   t'.„',,   ``",I,,I-,,``   k,,,``\.,,I

•Tol,,,   \\'ill<`.`    lt,ot,tl,.   i"   I,i`   i".`:,"i'.`..   lost
his   i(l|`'itit\.   ill   thl`   ,l|'li'.i,,\i`   I:\t,``\.   Ill:,t   I,i`

\\:ls    l.":l|.t'i,,g-I,,`.    ,-I,1` ,,,,.. I: ,-,, t',,`."    ,",,I

:lt    ,`i ,,,. o,,,   ``.:,i   bi`   ..I,,,i"`   ,`:```: ,,.. "

Parnassus

I  lift  niitie  e\'iJ.i  .ilitl  liit  iti\'  \'isiti`i  i`litii\7

The  trii)l|.  pi.{iks  \`'hi`ri'oll  the  oltl  Lrods`  sol.11
0utli\.i.i  tlii'  itlol-hriinkers.      'I`lii.ii  I  tell

I,i..iT`.titli  ol.   eltl,   :`titl  ti`it>te  I.rtjm  i"ll1}.  {i  I.l`}'Illi`

\\..hi.ri`iii  is  breatlil.tl  tlie  si)irit  tif   ol\l  tiiiii..

B:I(`i`hu`  ``.as  \`.orsliippi'd  tlieri.,  {mtl  thi.ri.`  :1`  \`.i.ll,

So`iiiderl  tlii'  Or:ii`le  of   I)I.liilii's  klii.11.

..\ml  tlli.ri`  \\.:``  si.i.ii  Apollo.+  l`ai`i.  subliml',.

IIt>\\.   it   s`i`i  l`ii.`  :i   ttit)tli`ni's  ltlili(I   :`Ii(I   \\.ill
'1`,,  ilrl,:L„i   I,c`Iil.:itli   tlil,   +:il]l|.  I)1111.'   ,`,I.|.|.i:i'i   skit.`

Tli:it  :`rl`lii.d  tlil.   }I`i`i.+i       II`t\`.  oiii.  si'eiiis  tii  .``.i.
'I`11l`il.  lmll`l`  I)i``tt)\`-in.|r   |L:l.tli`1S,   t:LIL.Ilt.   +kill   '

•.\,I,1   h"``'   ,,I,l.   ).l.:,r,l`   `\'itl,   \`.i,I ,.., ll.`l,:liri";i:   l.).`.t``

..\ii,1   (`rii.``   I-iti..`rtitt`.n,    "   I  I:`\.i.   }.i.   lla`lL;Ill    f(tl.   l`lt`.  /"

-`     S.     Ill.:|`..``fl.K   `S.\Il1`lI,   Jh:.
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