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' Too_ffidfa pI

±±E `g.E ConsplaLscBs

One  of  the  questions  agitating  the  public  mind after  the  a8sa8slnatlozL

"aL8  wh®thor  other  members  of  the  Booth  family  were  ixplloated  in  the  death  of

Lincoln.    Duo  to  the  stage  prominence  attained  by  John Wilk®s'  father.  Jurdu8

BrLitu8  Booth,  ty  the  two  brothors,Junius  Bmtu8  and  Edwln,  andty  a brother-1n-law. `

John Sleeper Clerk.  the  family already ginternatlonally mown and naturally

each member givS* bo¢azBe  anbj®ot  to  "oh newspaper  ooment  dnrlng  the  days

lm®dla.tely  following  the  assasslnatlon.

Edwln  Booth, tomrd whotn  the  finger of  so8pioion ne+er pointed,  .for

80m®i ime  before  the  as8asslnation  had  b®en  playing an  engagement  ln  Boston under

the  mnagement  of Hezlry  C.  Jarr®tt.    On  Friday  the S?h he  had  reached  the  last

night  but  one  of a  three  Veeks'  enga8enent7and  the  bill  rag  "Don  Caesar  d®  Bazan"

and  ''tho  Iron  Chest."  the  latter  the  Story  of  a tnan who  had  comltted  a  zmrd®r

and vy®s  contlmally  ha;untod  by  remorse  and  terror  of  the  po8siblo  punishment  for

hlB  orlne.

the  late  Harry  utoGlenen.  then  bu8ln®sB  manager  of  the  BOB¢Ob  th®a

&coording  to  gag Bgs±gz}  €J±gb¢ April  15.1905.  u8®d  to  recall  the  curious  fact  that

at  just  about 'elo¢k.  the  honr when  John W11ke8  ap®d  the  fatal bullet  into  the

brain  of  I,1ncoln.  Edtrin.  In  "The  Iron  Ch®8t."  ms  orylng otit  ln  slrmlated# bet

too  prophetlo  agory§

dHountaizi8  of  share  are  pll®d upon me-me
Who  have  zDad®  fame  rty  idol.
I  have  labored  for  name
As  white  a8  mountain  Snow.  dazzling and

EPooklo8s:
Shame  on.t.   .tis  blnrr®d tlth blots.»

ed Edwln  Booth vas  ;=i;=*(±pe  next  norning\`ty hl8  colored valet.  who  almost whlsperod.

with  aeppr®88ed  ®xcitement3

»Ha8  you  he®rd  d®  nows,  8fa8sa  Hod?W



\-

Wwhat  news?n  asked  his  ma8tor  lrdlff®rentlyt
"De  Pro81dont  mag  Shot  last  night.a
tlwho  could  do  aech a  torrlbl®  thing as  that?n  asked in.  Booth.
roey  Say  .trras  ms€a  John.  8ah.n  r®pllod  the  valet.

in.Boot"€msaaid.m88oovereom®ngL`L±ife#=

reaeon.ife    (aEEEfiEEaE555EREiHREHHapE5EREF*

ghat corri ltr.  Jarr®tt wrote  Edwin as  followsi*

he  would  lose  hl8

I
ffmrdwin  Booth.   £Sq.

n I.fy  I)ear  Sir:     A  fearful  calamity  is  upon  us.     ''iTfl' e  President  of  the  United
States  has  fallen  by  the  hand  of  an  assassin.  and  I  am  shocked  to  say  suspicion
points  to  one  nearly  related  to  .vou  as  the  perpetrator  of  this  horrid  deed.    God
grant  it  may not  prove  so!    T.7ith  t'fiis  haowledge,  and  out  of  resrJect  to  the  an-
£mish which will  fill  the  |!ublic  mind  as  soon  as  tile  appalling  fact  shall  be
fully  revealecl.  I  I-pve  concluded  to  close  the  Boston  theat+re  until  further  not,ice.
Please  Signify  t° nm:ny:::a:°::£:+ron::i::d±¥nt£;St¥tter.

® I  remain.  youi.s  very  triLi|y, w

Edwlzi  Booth'8  aa8eer  lndloat®8  the  8hock and  grief  that  the  brothari

¢rlme  brouBh€  to  the  whole  farily.

_  ~`~J

__ -              __L'
mien+;  a  Jarl.ett,  Esq.

''# lfy  Dear  Sir:    Tt7ith  deepest   sol.row and  great  agitation  I  thank  you  for

relieving me  from  my  engagement  with  yourself  and  the  itublic.    The  news  of
the  morning  has  made  me  wretched  indeed,  not  only  because  I  have  received  the
nnhapny  tidings  of  the   suspicions  of  a  'orother's  cl.ime,  but  because  a  good
man,  and  a  most  justly  honoured  .and  patriotic  ruler,  has  fallen,  in  an hour
of  nationa,1  joy,   by  the  hand  of  cLn  assassin.     The  memory  of  the  thousands
wh.o  have  fallen  in. the  field,  in  our  country's  defence.  during  this  struggle,
canriot  be  forgotten  b;r  me.   even  in  this.  the  most  distressing  day  of ray  life.
And  I  most  sincerely  pray  that  the  victories  we  have  already won  may  stay  the
brand  of war  and  the  tide  ol-  loyal  blood.    'iThile  mourning.   in  cor{-L`'on  with  all
other  loyal  hearts,  the  death  of  the  lJresident.  I  am  oppressed  by  a  private  woe
not   to  be  ex.r]ressed  in  words.     But  whatever  calamity  rrray  befall  me  and  mine,
my  country.   one  and  indivisible,  has  my  warmest  devotion.

nEdwin  Booth.  n

9.     =igj.Tti             ¥±*          HJfan,se        es=Ei=++¢,fHr                 .p_ie]         \         '     P        CH
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OIL  the  zL®xt  day,  SuzLday.  the  81Itcenth)Egivln  Booth qpot®  the  following

traglo  1®€€or  to  Oeneral  Adam  Badean,  a  p®rsotial  fr:loud:-

" fry  doer  Ad

nFor  the  flr3t  tine  Blno®  the  damnaLble  lntolllgacoe  8tunn®d
ne  '  .  *  *  *  .  .  .  '  am  I  able  to  wrlto  and hasten  to  acqtialflt yoti  of
ry  oxlstez]oe  a8  lt  has  been  ea  long a  time  81nce  I  last  mote  you.
tDaking  tD®  afraid   (81c)  rty  dl®nc®.    You  mow  Ad,  top  I  have  labored
8lno®  dear may  vras  called  from me  to  ®Btabll8h  a  I)ace  that  ny  child
and  all  ny  frlerds  wd be  proud  of;.you  how how  I  have  alwayB  toiled
for  the  oonfort .& velfaro  of ny  fatnll*thoagh  ln vain.  ae  well you  lmow
how  loyal  I  have  boon  from the  flr8t  ronent  of  this  d&med  rebolllon,
and you mat  feel  deeply  the  agorty  I  bear  ln being  this  bla8€ed  ln
all ny hopes  ........

nAla8!  how  frightful  is  the  spectacle.  what  shall  b®oomo  of
in ..-........... toor roth®r!  I  go  to  rion
York  today-®xpectlng  to  flm  her  ®lth®r  dead  or  dying.     I'v®  retBa,1n®d
here  thus  long at  the  advice  of  frlend8  who  thotL8ht  lt  nec®.sary  that
I  Bhd  be  eot  right  before  the  public  of  BOBton  to  vhoD  I  one  8o  tmch  of

¥u±tEtrikd:::::anHi¥h°:==¥::u:I;:=i:iH::i::i::1::£PE:::i::r:::r
lzL  prr®  admiration  of hlB  noble  career  &  Chrl8t&an  prlnclpl®s  I  did
what  I  never  did b®foro-I  voted  &  FOB HIM!     I  ms  tco  days  ago  one  of
the  happl®8t  men  alive-Grant'e  magnificent  work  acooxpll8h®di*  *  *
a  8w®®t  Peace  ttErnlng her  radiant  face  again upon  our  country--

'   Htaq#-p<--

now what  am  I?    Oh!  how  little  did  I  dream try  boy.  when  on  Friday
night  I  ves  a8  Sir Edverd Hortlner  exolaimlng  fwhere  18  rty  honor  cow?"
OHbunt&1ns  of  Shame  are  piled  upon  ne!n  that  I  ca8  not  adtlzig but
qttorlng  the  fearftil  tmtb.    I  have  a  great  deal  to  toll yon  of
nys®1f  a  the  beantlftll  plans  I  had  for  the  ftitore-all  bleet®d now.
but  rm8t  melt  untl3  ny  mlrd  ls  nore  e®ttled.    I  am  half  oraky  row-
You  will  b.  ple&®®d  to  mow  that  the  d®epe8t  eyxpatky  i8  expro88ed
for me  here-and  none  zBore  81nc®r®ly  than  d®ar  old  Gov.  Andrew.

God  bl®Bs  yoti,

Hod--.   3i--===-=--'
On  the  day that  the  above I®ttezL m& "tton,accordltig  to  the

g!±±±:  G|±9±g,in.  toxpkln8, tlth whom Ethwln ves  8taylng,called  on

---.--- I-

Alb®rt

A.  Folsom.  then  anperlnteadent  of  the  Provldenoe  railroad.  and  arraFged
€



qLth  hln  to  transport lbr.  Booth  to  How York with as  mob privacy as  po8slbl®  ty

the  Shorellno  train that  aft®rzioon. Fol8om had  a B1®oplng  oar  provld®d  ln

nt  St..  and  b.fore  any  of  the  other  pa8seng®rB

arrived  that  &ft®rnoon  h®  trot  the  Booth  party  at  the  f!tatlon  ®ntrazre®.

Hr.  Booth,  this  Story  d®6&&ro8jmas  8o  proBtratod  h®  Could  eo&r¢ely  "llk.
and

a:: #:krEC;:fl:¥t&®::®i::.h/{¥rom the carrlaco^-then half carry     him to  the

8lcoplng oar.  whore  h®  vras  at  onoo  put  to  bod  and  there  rema`1ned  till  h®  reached

Now  York,wh®ro  h®  eezie  to   the  house  of  hlB  tnoth®r  and  818t®rB  ln  East  l9€h  St.,

Hr.  gotpkins  accodpa#Hyim.(4j

Iba.  Thomas  Ballry..Aldrlch,  a  frlerd of  the  Booth  family.  vlvldly

d®8oribe81n  «Crowdltig MOBorl®8t'  the  8oone8  &t  the  hone  of  John Wllke8'mother

following  the  a8sa8slmtlon.  "On  Saturday tromlng  the  15th breakfast ims

harrl®dly  Bervod.O  eay8  lb8.  Aldrloh,  *and  then  through  the  crowded  etr®®tB.

wh®r®  already  over  the  gay  docoratlon8  of vlotory  black  trappln©B  of woo  core  being

hag.  we  Cane  to  the  eemb®r household wlthln who8®  mll8  a nothor  and  818tor  Sat

8trlclson  and  8ttimed with  grl®f ,  like  Raoh®1  of old  r®fuslng  to  bo  oomfort®d.

Out81d®  the  nonBboyB,  wl€h  etrld®nt  woic®.  cer®  oalllng,  "The  Pro81dont.8

d4ath  azrd  the  arroet  ®f  John Wllkes  Boo thfl! Thll®  ln  answer  to  €hese  words  the

roth®r moaned,  *0  Cod,  lf  thl8  bo  trti®,  let  hid  ehooe  hln8olf.lot  him not  11v®

to  b®  inng!    ftyare  him,  Spare ue.  apar®  the  nano  that  dreadful  dl8graco!-    Then

oamo  the  eound of  the  po8tnan'8 thl8tlo.  and *1th  the  ring of  the  doorbell  a

l®tt®r m8  handed  to  Mrs.  Booth.    It  vee  from  John W|1]sos  Booth.  vrltton  ln

the  aft®rnzron b®foro  the  trag®dy{5\

i~apr"Hng-qu"x~.€+.~rtyatry#¥i
Mrs.  Aldrloh  then  tolls  of Edwln's  arrival  at  hlB  tBothor'8  home.

nln  the  Sad  days  following  thl8  home-oomlng  she  8ayB.  t'Mr.  Aldrloh was  Hr.

Booth's  constant  oodpanlon.  a  vlgll  that  vfas  not  tlthout  throatot)lag dagger,
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a8  dB,1ly  l®tter8,  notes.  and  Bessage8  Cane-to  the  hoqse  addr®s€od  to  Hr.. Booth

mmlng hltn  that  the  qane  of  Booth  8tould  b®  ®zternlnat®d.  , ttono  Should  bear  |t

and  llv®.     .Btillot8  were  qnrked  for him  and hlg  household.O    .his  hori8®  would  b®

bu}-at..    €rl®8  for  jn8tlce  and vengoaz]oe.  and.  every  other  lndlgnlty  that hot

lzLdlgmtlon and wrathftil  cords  Could  lndlte.\Gj
i:            +            i        -+.-in                   ++++         `          +t`..               jt.T++++T.;;rd"ti+`\t+       t_net;`j_,tj+.=T.+i.             ++i+           -:_+         L+          i+.

nob  the  eonth  day  of q®ltlng  ln  thl8  beroav®d  and uzihappy  hou8ohol

ae®ordlng  to  u}8.  Aldrich,  ®&  t®1egrian Came  from miladolphla  to  Mrs.  Booth  &8k|ng

that  she  conld  co]pe  tn®r®  et  otts®,  a8  Hr..  Clarto,  her  danght®r.  cos  eerlouB}y

lil,

®l.r.  A-Its-i'.:h  f'nd  I,?r.   Thompson  mere  wit}i  I:r.   Booth  when  the   telegram

came.I,:r.   Tr+ompson  off.Bred   to   t,r!ke  !L:rs.   Booth   to   the   tre_in   for  E`hil€i'.1elphia.   which

unfortunately  stt-±rted  from  .Jersey  Cit.v.   8ni  entailei.  trie   long  -7rive  +,hrouch  the

crowL`ied   streets.   --then  lizr.   Thompson  ha"i  his   charrTe   in  the   car .-... iape  rie   w£`s

Startled  by  the   lout   c€J

Capture  of  his  companio

1'of  ....  n-3vt.sbov  crying,   .. Jef!tb   of  John  T,'ilkes   Booth.

fty I.:r.   Thompson  made   some   trivial   3F.cuse  `I`rhich  enabled

bin  to   close   I,he   1,I,'inrlows   an,'1  dl.av,'  dov,in  t:i.3  cut.t,f]dins.   ant-1   all   through  the   endless

way  to   the   ferry  i...- cr;a   the   accompaniment  of  this  shrill  an`i  tl.agic  cry.   which

A:r.   Thompson  struggled  I)v  loud  and  incessant   ta.Ik  to  smother.   that   it  might  not

I.each  the   ear.s   ol-t?ie  broken-}^earted  mother  until  he  h£:-1  €_n  opport.`mit:r  to  buy

a  paper  end  lmo`.,7  if  the   news  T`Tas   true.   On  the   al.r'iv:i~1   at   the  bog,t   he  hurried

the  shroui.et]   i-iqure   in  his   cri'arf?e  to  a   8eclu.=l_ed  cornei.   ol`   the[ deck.   T...here  he

hoped  she  mi,{_Tnt   esca,lie.   tot,h   in   sight  aml  hearing.   the  ey.citerr[ent,   that  was

sf3ethin.g  about  her.

n  ",hen  he   11.a 1   fo.un-`1.   a   seat   in  the   cro\',tied  tra.in   i-or  I.:rs.   Bcoth.   he   left

her   for  a  moment   anrl  bout:ht   a,  net,'spgper.   €Jn`i  Fjce/q{   time   only  to  put   it,   in  her

herd.    and   to   say:    !'`£rou   ``I,.ill   n43ed   nor,.   Lr.,11   yoijir   co`Lir€.ge.   The   r)aper   in   .your   h€in:]_

vJill   tell  .vou  'wht-^t.   unhf..opilT,.,   `.,-e  must   c-i.11   \i,.1sh   to   hear.   John  ',I,Jilkos   is   i.e`.d" :

I-



and   g-s  he   spoke   t:ne   c£,r  slo'`?1r  started.leaving  }'r.  Thompson  only  time   to  spring

to  the  D1=tform.     On  the  moving  trc-iin,   surJ`oun-?ed  b:,,7   stranTers,   the,  poor  motliel.

sat  alone   in  her  misery,  v,'hile  everyone  fibout  her,   imconscious  of  her  presence,

was   rg.ading  and  talking.   ',',tith  burning  in-1i.mf+`tion,   of  }1er  son,   the   assE:ssin  of

thg  President.   Before  the  train  hal   I.each±i  its   jourmey's  enil,   }:rs.   Booth,   T,-ith

v,'onilerful   I.ortitu`io  ancJ  self-restraint.  :rra.i  I.eat.  the  pitiful  story  o±`  her  mis-

guided  boy's  wanderings,   cc-:pture,   and  def th.  i.nd  alone   in  her  wall  of  Silence

read  -:'Tell  rr,7  mother  t:r]f;t   I  died   for  m7  country"I.T7

tttifiEie[i.F,..Ii!!.I-pgma!{±-.

At  the  tlm®  of  the  a8s&BslzLatloB  of  the  Pre8ldont.  aooordlng  to  the

pr®88  dlapatchoB  from Claclnt)atljJurfu8  B"tuB rBooth was  playing at  Plke'e

Qpora House  ln  that  city.    H®  has b®®n up  late  the  night  of  the  mrder.

left  his  room  and  went  direct  to  Pike's  Opera House  Saturday  mornil`€`   to

attend  rehearsal,   totally  un€Ti'are   oi.  what  had   transi)il.ed.     im  excited

crowd  h.ad  aiready  clalnored  at  the   door   1.or  him,   torn  down  the  bill   in

which  he  was   announced,   alid  -ri&c^

1

c,nl!,-   left  on  assurance  that  tie  \','ould

not  play,   and   that,  r}o  performance  v,'oulct  be  had   the:t   everiinc`.     7„hen  he

appeared  on  the   stage.  Hr.  Sirmons.   astir,g  m&nccf er,   drew  him  to   one   side

cautioned  him  against   too  much  publicity.     ITS   iriquired  vi'hy,   and,   on  I;eixp,

told  the  ,news,   exclaimed,   wrty  God!   carl   it   be  possible!W   swoc>ned  away,   arm

m8  Conveyed  from  the  et&go  ln &n  lns®n8lblo  oordltlon. \&)

and
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John  Sl®epor  C1&rk®.  an  actor.  had  nairrlod  A81a  Booth,  a  81etor 4bf
\

John Wllk®Ssad  at  the  tltn®  of  the  assa€slmtlon  r®slded  ln W®8t `rmllad®lphla.

John Wllke8  when vleltlng  that  city  made  hle  hotno  wleh  the  Clarkes.

On  the  dpmlng of tho®h of April,  "hilo  Clark® ms  .having.  accordltig

to  A.  K.  Mooluro  ln :E±g BjoLg±±g:i  H®fl?,  D®cemb®r  9*.1901.  h®  cos  8hookod   byra.~

terrible  scream  from  his  wif e,  who  had  the  morning  paper  bl`ought  up  to  hor'  before

she  left  her  bed.     \then  Clar.k.  rushed  to  his  wife  and  inquired  the  cause  of  h®r'

disturbanc®  she  pointed  to  the  terrible  h®adlinos  in the  paper  armouncing  the;t

J.Wilkes  Booth  had  "rdered  the  President.    She  was  not  in  vigorous  health,  and

while  vainly  trying  to  calm  her  hy8t®rical  agony  a  United  States  marshal  knocked

f or  admittance,  placed  a  L"ard  about  the  house,  and  permitted  none  to  ®nd®r  or

leave  it®    The  house  was  carefully  Searched,  but  nothing  was  f ound  to  indicate  that

the  murder  had  been  considered  there.

'\'±Jashington  clispatche8  of  April &d  stated  that  a  letter  received  aLt  Ford's

theater,   directed  to  J.Wilkes  Booth,  hadrbeen  handed  to the  police.    It  was  in  th®
handwriting  of   Juniu8  Brutus  Booth,   and  was  simply  6igried  ''Jun."    "The  wr.iterftythe

newspapers  said,'speaks  significantly  of  the  oil  business,   and  advises  young  Booth  to

abandon  it  now  that  Richr;tond  has  been  given  up  and  Leo  has  Surrender.®d,  as  his  friends

believe  it  will  not  -„   ,jrofi triLil:`.    A  postscript  sign*^*"Alice"  i€  app®nd®d,  giving
urca

Booth  similar  awl.~`|,."  (Lur.LE±,  hlond&y,  April '284;i?    This  w&8  sufficient  to

bring  a  charge  aga2.i-i4cjt  Juniu8  of  cognizalice  of  John  -#ilke§'   assassination  inte}itions,

and  on  the  day  John Wilkes  died  at  the  Garr.ett Face,   Junius  was  arrested  at  the  home

of  I.{rs.Clarno  their  sister  in  Philadelpbia,  whore  he  had  gone  from  cincirmati.Aharie¥`

arid  i  Clarke  ..,yore  taken  to  Wa.shinston  and  incarcerated  in  the  old  Capitol  Prison,

and  held  th®ro  f or  several  weeks.

The  V:¢±±±±=±g±±n±±|r  #5Td|=£±:=±¥,.±!±+±=a!±±2£± that  among  the  many  witnesses
//

confined  in  the  Capitol  Tiiilitary  prison  in  Washington  inra81=..Ir.   J.S.   Clar.k,  the„
''

celebrated  comedian.-t7LtJluJ. CluUu    .uJ.Ii3uLCL...

allyrelea8eHasHridrH(Itay-5-:i;n#f#.Ii`¥ri;o+:+:`fie::e:::;
e  was  uncondition-
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Stanton,  without  even  any  examination  or  the  amalle8t  taLint  upon  hl€  loyalty  and

devotion  to  his  country.     At  hiB  arm  request,  before  leo.ving  ho  wqs  p®rlnitted  by  the

Secretary  of  War  to  mcko  the  following  affidavit,  which  was  whtnesgod  by  Judge  "rner:
rf/,May

5,   1865,   -I  did  not  see  John  Wllke8  Booth  after.  Feb"ary,   1865.    I  have  no

recollection  of  receiving  but  one  letter  from  him  in  four  ye8Lrs,  which  was  pur.oly

on  theELtrical  natters.    I  had  no  conversation  with  him  upon  political  Subjects  for

at  least  two  years.    I  an,   and  alwayB  have  been.  in  every  way  loyal  to  the  United

StaLtea  Government.       I  have  repeatedly  volunteered  my  profeggional  8ervice8  and

acted  gratuitously  ln  add  of  the  Unite+tate8  Sanitary  Comi3sion,  and  have made

many  private  contributions  beneficial  to  the  Federal  canoe.    I  do  believe,   and  have

always  thought  the  Booth  family  (gave  John Wilke8)  to  be  in  thchr  sentiments  aLnd

feelings  entirely  loyal  to  the  United  States  Goverrment.      John  Wilkee  Booth,  during

the  past  for  years,  occasionally  left  at  ny  house,   in  Philadel..ohio,  largo  envelopes,

in  care  of  his  BiBter  (ny  wlfo);  these  he  invariably  said  contained"Stocks,   etc."

and  were  left   for  safe-keeping,   a8  he was  obliged  to  travel  in  the  far  West,  to  meet

his  professional  engagements.       These  envelopes  have  remained  sometimes   for  months,

and  he  has  taken  then  away.      I  thinkw¥uLrein]g wth8e Ta°ft®hr°np®rfectJpfr&ifedi)ee¥,Y".4/-;h&

I ®ft[a+:L.e¥::^Lf¥d.fiftp fah±,9#.i,,¥ *:? .ny/£&¥t:` %.i, ~:£e`af±€+?q> ^,aaFL.g~^ eir&Ctt,:?; ±OLh[}7.¥jel f  as  they  all   ~

were.,?    During  January  he  again  visited  my  house,  and Basked  for  it,   returmlng  it  or

a  Similar  one,  which  was,   as  usual,  pladied  in  my  safe.     On  the  Saturday  after.noon  after

the  a8sassination  of  the  President  -  April  15  -  Mrs.  Booth,  the  mother,   came  to  ny

house   fron  Now  York.     On  Sunday  we  thought  of  the     envelope.     The  whole  family  was  of

course  much  depreaged  and  excited.     We  dctorminod  to  open  it.     We  found  th®r®in  an

address  to  the people  of  the  North,  and  a  letter  for  his  mother,  three  thousand  dollars

in  five-twenty  bonds,   one  thousand  dollar8  in Philedolphia  city  gixes,  and  for  hl8

brother  Juniu8  an  a99ignment  of  8ome  oil  lendg  in Pennsylvania,  and  nothing  more.

Thinking  the  authorities  would  inquire  at  the  residence  of  his  family  for  articlo8

belonging  i dyim.   I  kept  the  papor8  during  Monday.     On  Tue8day  I  took  thou  to  United

St8;tea  Marshal Milward,  8uggB8ting  that,  as  an  act  of  ju8tico  to  the  dietreBsed  farily,



-
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I  should  like  him  to   oouse  to  be  publiBh®d  the  letter  for  his mother,   aB  in  that  he

exonerated  his  r®1ative8   from  any  Byxpathy  with  hi8  8oce88ion  propen61tle8.     I  was    .

eurpri8ed  the  next  morning  to  find the  addr'eB8  published  instead  of the  letter  for  his

mother.     I  had  no  ldca  the  addro§s  Would  appear  ln  the  new8paper9,  the  publication  of

which being  a  discretionary  act  of  the  government  officer  into  whose  handg,  a8  a  duty,

I  had  do fiver.ed  it.      Upon  the  arrival  of  Junius  8.  Baoth  at  ny  residence,   April  19,   on

hl8  way  to  his  home  in  Now  York,   ho  8ugg®8ted  that  I  Should  make  known  hl8  whereabouts

to  the  outhoritie9,   as  h®  would  do   likevi8o  in  New  York,   as  he  might  be    required  to
FT

testify  to  any  knowledge  they  might  9uppo8e  him  to  pos8eBs  regarding  J.  Wilke8  Booth,
tw

+'  whereupon I  introduced  him  to  the United  States Marshal  on the

©h of  April  Mr.  Booth  was  arrested.
in

J . S . Clark® .

h  of  April.     On  the

There  were  newspaper  stories  at  the  time  which  claimed  that  Edwin  Booth  was

taken  to  TJ7ashington  under  arrest.    This

i-.ii=un=;e_-.a:=e:`;i-;-e
ZZZ

was  deni®q,^'#
who  d®clar®g  h®  mdo  the  arrest,r.elated  his

story  ba the  N®w  Yor'k  Sun  in  September,1896,# with  such  wealth  of  detail  that  one  must-    I.      -     -___-_I   - frosciaim.tti±iconclude  there  was  some  basis  in  fact  f or

Thi"toryoftheaffairisreiatedbyj€rfeL¥fu=ae,'rf
"At  that  time,   Mr..  Booth  resided  on  East  Fourteenth  Street,   near  Broadway.

I  was  in  the  United  States  §ecrot  Service  of  the  War  Departm®ut,  and  had  boon  detailed

by  Chief  Baker  to  take  Hr.  Booth  into  custody.       It  was  after  the  as9as§ination  of

President  Lincoln,   and  Mr.   Booth's  brother.,   John  Wilkes  Booth,   the  assassin,   had  boon

apprehondod  by  Baker's  men,   a.nd  mortally  wounded  by  Sorg6ant  BOBton  Corbett,   in  lit.

Garrett's  barn,  in Virginia.

"Secl.etary  of  :j7ar  Stanton  and  Judge, Advocate-General  Holt,   under  whose

instructions  I  acted,   wished  to  'question  m£ Booth  in  regard  to  his  knowlodgo,   if  anyo
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of  the  movements  and  conversations  of  his  brother,   John  lx/ilkes  Booth.     Upon  my  going

to  14rrBooth's  residellce,  the   door  boll  was i`:.ij#erod  by  a  colored  servant.     I  told  him

that  I  wished  to  See  Fir.  Booth.     He  went  up  stairs  and  upon  returning  Said  that  lfr.

Booth  wished  to  know  if  I  would  not  tell  him  the  nature  of  my  bu8inBs8.

"'No, '1  replied,   '1  must  see .him  in  per.son, '''  and  I  sous  up  ny  card.

''The  Bervand  returned  to  hir`Booth's  room,   and  shortly  afterward  that  gentle-

man  came  down  and  invited  me  into  the  parlor.    I  shall  never  forget  his  appea,ra.nco.

He  was  pale  and  haggard,   greatly  agitated  and tr.embling  fran    hea,d  to  foot.    He  had

apparently  an  intuition  that  something  serious  was  to  happen  to  him.    ti[thon  sea,ted,  I

oponod  the  conver`sa.tion  by  saying  to  Hr. Booths

'''You  see  by  my  card  that  I  an  in  the  secret  service,  and  an  obliged  to  take

you  to  .`.t/ashington,   D.C.     If  you  wish  to  see  any  other  authority  I  have  my  papers  in  my

pocket . "

"`IFith  a  tremulous  voice  he  repliod!   'No,   I  do  not   care  about   se.ing  th®nflJ

Sever.al  i.imes  dur.ing  our  conversation  he  8aidg     'It  is  an  awful  thing.'   'It  has

distressed  me  greatly.'     .'1  feel  as  if  I  was  going  to  die.'   '1  cannot  understand  why

I-ny  brother  did  the  terrible  deed.'

t'b.Tar.   Booth  wished  to  know  if  he   could  give  bonds,   and  I  replied  in  the

negative.    Then  ho  asked  if  he  could  consult  counsel  and  I  told  him  he  could  under

the  following  conditionsi    That  ho  must  not  leave  my  presencoi  thaLt  ho  could  not  have

any  conversation  with  any  person,   including  his  counsel,   except  in  ny  hearing,  and

that  all  such  conversation would  be  strictly  confidential  on  ny  part,  giving  hint  a

reaLson  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  act  was  then  suspended  and  t:'i&t  the  Governmerfu  did  not

allow  any  private  conversation where  parties  were  under  arrest.

"1'``11..   Booth  at  the  time  had  oh  his  dreg8ing  goon.     He  returned  tQ  his  room

and  cane  doim  wearing  a  black  suj.t  and  silk  hat,   and  said  he  was  ready  to  accoinpany  mo

to  his  lawyer  on 1'Jall  street,  whose  name  I  do  not  at  present  recollect.     Before  leaving

the  house  I  said  to  him  that  I  would  not,  as  was  customary,  put  the  ha-ndeuffs  on  him,

and  that  no  one  on  the  street  would  know  that  h®  wa,a  under  arrest,  adding,   'You  cannot
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get  away  i ron  me,   because  I  am  armed. '

"'1  pledge  nysolf  as  a  gentleman,`   replied  }i,:qLBooth,   'that  I  will  not  tr.y  to

get   ;Away. '*

"I  asked  him  if  ho  had  a.  pistol,   and  he  answered,fa`

'„1  have  not,,

''Tho  servaut  was  d€€patched  f or  a  ca.rriage,  and  upon  its  arrival  we  were

driven  to  the   of fice  of  lifr.   Booth's   counsel,   on  Wall  street.     l#r*Booth  asked  me  if

there  was  much  excitement  in  .t¥Jashinouton,  what  I  thought  they  would  do  with  him,   and  if

any  one  thought  that  he  had  any  connection  whatever'  with  the  tragedy.

'''1  I,'Jould  rather  die  than  go  to  tvashington, '   he  said.Jig-`

''1  replied  that  I  kngw  of  no  one  who  had  intirnat®d  in  the  least  that  he  had

been  in  any  way  counocted  wit'n  the  affair`.

"On  introducing  me  to  his  cotinsel  h®  said  to  hims

I"I`,'lr  Blood  will  tell  you  his  business  with  me. '

ttl  told  the  lavyer.  that  I  was  going  to  take  }th*Booth  to  -itashington,   by  order

of  the  t#ashington  authorities.

ffThe  law:v-®r  declared  that  I  had  no  right  to  take  ldr.   Booth  from  the   cii,y,   and

if  there  were  any  charges  against  him  he  ought  to  b®  tried  by  the  United  States  court

horo  ,*
"'The  Goverrment  has  authority,I   I  replied,   'to  send  an#person  to  Washington,

aLnd  Mr.   Booth  is  not  the  first  person  that  I  have  taken  there. 'f

'''1  don't  care  what  you  have  done  i,I/ith  other  people,:''the  lavyer  exclaimed  in

angry  tone,  punctuated  with  an  occasional  oath.   '1  an  here  to  defend  the  ri3htB  of

li'irf80Oth..

"'No  one  objects  to  youn.doing  that,'   I  responded,   'but  I  shall  obey  the

orders   of  the  Government.'#

'''1  Wanti'   continued  the   lavyer,   'to  see  }`,[r.  Booth  alone.'dr

"'You  cannot  do  it,'  was  my  answer.*
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"'`i'Jhat  are  the  charges  against,  and  what   does  the  Govornmeat  want  with  him?'

asked  the  havyer..-

'''To  examine  him  as  to  wh®n  he  saw  his  brother  last,   and  if  his  brother  had

ever  intimated  to  him  anything  about  the  assassination.     The  Goverrim®nt  is  not  going  to

spare  any  pains  or  ®xp®nse  to  get  at  the  bottom  facts  of  the  affair..

"'If  I  should  set  forth  Mr.  Booth's  rights  as  a  citizen  under  the  Constitution,

you  could  not  take  him  to  Washington, '   said  the  lawyer,  t7ith  much  asper.ity  of  language

and  a.  show  of  impudence  in  his  marmor.`

''1  replied  that  I  would  take  Mr.   Booth,   and  the  lawyer,  too,   if  h®  interfered

with  the   order.a  of  the  Government,   if  it  took  all  the  soldiorB  at  Governor's  Island  to

do  it,a
"``.iYell,  Mr.Booth, '   said  the  irate  counsel,  turning  to  him  as  he  sat   in  a  chair

in  the  of rice,  without  takitig  part  whatever  in  the  foregoing  dialogue,   'you  had  bettor

go  \.`Jith  this  inn  .to  li'-Jashington  and  if  you  need  ny  services  you  can  telegraph  me. '.
''On  being  driven  back  to  Mr.   Booth's  residence,   luncheon  was  served  to  us,

after.  which  he   changed  his  costume  and  had  some  things  put   into  a  sdehol.     We  went   in

t'ne  carriage  direct  to  I)esbros8es  street  ferry,   and  took  a  train  for  Washington.

"Upon  arriving  in  t,Yashington  early  the  next  morning  I  turned  lE{r.   Booth  over

to ®Paker,  after  we  had  breakfasted  at  an  all-night  I.estaurant,  and  after  we  had

waited  several  hours  at  Willard's  Hotel.     He  was  put  through  a  course  of  exariii.nation

Baker  and  afterwa.rd  taken  before  the   Judge  Advocate-General.     There  were  no

discrepancies   in  his  two  statements.     After  ho  hed  been  examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate-

C.a.noral  h®  was  discharged.     There  was  nothing  whatever  in  his  statements  to  show  that

h®  knew  anything  at  all  about  his  brother.'s  terrible  act  before  it  had  been  perpetrated

For  nearly  a  year  after  the  a.ssassination,Edwin  Booth  was  practically  a

I.©cluse,   Shunning  all  appearance  in  public  find  seeing  only  a  few  of  his  devoted  friends.

He  was  naturally  of  quiet,  sober  temperament,   and  the  fearful  calamity  had  brought  him

contimed  melancholy.    His  friends  finally  ur.god  him  to  resume  his  profession,   but  he
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at  f irst  vehemently  refused  it.

After  repeated  and  earnest  appeals  to  him  to  resume  his  life  work  f or  his

owri  sake,  with  the  assurance  that  the  public  would  welcome  him with  generous  sympathy

because  of  his  unspeaka'01e  suf fering,  ho  finally  reappeared  in  "Hamletff  at  the  'jfrinter

Garden  ThoaLti.j of  New  York  in  1866,   and  was  received  with  boundless  enthasiasm.     He

then  continued  his  great  career  &s  a  dramatic  ariigt,  and  with  the  highest  measure

of  success,  not  only  at  home  but  abroad.     He  played  in  neiarly  all  of  the  leading  cities

of  the  country,  with  the  single  exception  of  Ti'fashington,  wher'e  h®  always  refused  to

appear.      (BostonHg=±±i£±±:;n.     Dec.   9,1901).

A  tragic  coincidence     is  that   on  the  day  of  Edwin  Booth's  funeral,   (?)   Juno

9th,   1893,  the  floors   of  the  old  Ford  theater,  then  being  used  for  Goverrment  offices,
S

and  theutdical7*iseun  caved  in  and  killed  bet\ireen  thirty  and  forty  clerks  and  injured

many  more.

It  was  to  this  building,  the  scene  of  Joha Wilkes  Booth's  crime,  that  the

vertebr.ae  removed  from  his  neck  at  the  autopsy  had  been  br.ought.=£`---`r The  Fords  held  attempted  to  reopen  the  theater  sometime  after  the  assassination,

but  the  a-overnment  prohibited  its  fur+uher  use  as  a  theater  and  subsequently  pur.chased

the  building.
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