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Mrs.  I-faxper  as  rei_)opted  by M.r.   Btes:   ''..He  remained  with  the  Si-mons

family  three months  and  treated.  everyone  with  the  gi'eatest  kindness  azid consideration.

Never  do  I  remember  his  mentioninE?  the  histor5r  of  his  prst  life  or  that  he  t7as

other  tl`Lan  I)avid E.  George  utitil  the  time  he  tho.dght  he  wiis  going  to  die-I-ti-Jab

was  about  the  midc`ile  of  .+prilg   1902.

''.I-e  riad  gone  up  town,   but  retnmed  shortly  and.  entering  the  rocm  i',There

Mrs.   Silmons,  lirs.   Bears  az]d myself  were  seated,   jie  made  some  I.emarks  regarding  the

weatiier,  which was  un2sunlly  fine  for  the  time  of  year.    ]Te  then  went  to  iiis  roan

and  in about  fifteen minutes  called  for  us,  and  said:

'1'1  feel  as  if  I  €an  going  to  be  very  sick.    He  Tras  lying  on  his  bed



dud asked me  to  get  him a mir`ror.      For  acme  time  be  grzed  at  himself  in  the mirror.

'l.RIrs.  Bea,rs  said  she  could  see  ti-Je  ptxpils  of  his  eyes  dilate  and  be-

1ieved  tl-Jab  he  had  taken morp±~iine.     Being  uneasy,   she  went  out  of  the  roon  and  got

him  a  cup  of  Coffee  and  insisted  until  I-a  drink  it,  but  whorl_  she  suggested  sending

for  a  pirysician  he  ronsed  himself  and  in a  pectiliar  and  drama,tic manner  and  voice

said,  wiiile  iiolding  the  mirror  in  front  of  his  face:

WIstay,  wcrman,   stay.     Ti.:is  messenger  of  death  is  my  guest,  and  I  desire

to  see  the  curtain  of  death fall  qu?on  the  last  tragic  act  of mine, ' \v7.-rich  passionate

utterance  brou.gEt  tears  to  our  eyes.    .ind when  I  turned  to  wipe  the  tears  from my

E=

- eyes  he  called me  to  his  side  and  said:

'''1  have  something  to  tell  you.     I  cani  going  to  die  ifl  a  feTff minutes,  and

I  don't  believe  you would  do  anyt}iing-  to  injure me.    Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  I

am anything but  &n  ordilrary irainter?    I killed  the  best man  that  ever  lived.'    I

asked  him  who   it  wEa,s  and  i-iie  answered:

'.IibraF±am  Lincoln. '

"'1  could  not  believe  it.     I  ti_ouglti-jim  out  of  his  rieed  and  asked:   l"io

wcls  dbrajam  I,incoln?'

I"Is  it  possible  you. are  so  igrorcmt  as  not  to  lmow?I  he  asked.    He  then

took a  -i-jencil  art    paper  and  wrote  down  in  a  peculiar  but  legible  hjid  the  name,



lLibrai-rfuT,`i  I.incoln. I  and  said:

'''Don't  doubt   it,   ib  is  tine.     I  am  do±.n  TBilkes  Booth.I

'''±m  I  dyilig  now?'  rue  asked.     .I  feel  cold,  as  if  death's  iey  }`Lamd  was

closing my  life  as  the  forfeit. for ray crime. .

'''f-e  tl-.en  told me  that  to  Was  well  off.    He  seened  to  be  perfectly  ration-

al  while  talking  to  me.    Le  laiew me  and  lanevr.  Tinere  ke  "ais.  and  I  believe  he  res,lly

thought  in  fact  that  iie  was  dying.  and  asked me  to  Txeep  his  secret  until  he  mag  dead,

adding  that  if  any  one  should  f ind  out  now  that  fie  was  J.  FTillses  Booth  they would

t&He  kin  out  and  irang  him,  and  tl-ie  people  wl:.o  loved  him  so  well  now \sould  despise

him.    He  told me  that  people  high  in  officiull  life  hated  I,incoln and were  implicated

in  his  assassination.    i_e  said  that  the  :.usi3ense  of  possibly  being  detected  t±ireyed

on  his  mino.  all  the  time  and  wTds  something  ar'',rful,  and  that  his  life  was  miserable.

He  said  that  I't,:rs.   Surratt  w2s  imoc©nt  ancL  :r.e  vrls  resiionsible  for  I-Ler  death as  well

as  that  of  several  otlsors.    He  said  that  he  Eras  devoted  to  acting,  but  had  to  give

it  Tip  because  of  }iis  crime,   and  the  fact  that  I-ie  mqst  remain  Eway  I.ron  the  stage,

wr.en  -;`;e  loved  tl-+e  life  art  Tjorf :;ssion  of  acting  so  well,  made  him  restless  and    ill

tempered.     I.Te  said  he  i:ad  plenty  of money,  hat  was  oonpelled  to  play  the  ci=iaracter  of

a  workingo] man  to  keep  ±|is  mind  occupied.

`\

"'In  the  mean  time  Dr.  I.Lrmold  arrived  find  as  a  result  of  his  efforits



Mr.   George  "Lras   restored.     A:rfter  this  ]'i,e  mag  very  anxious  for  i'reelrs  reg~rding  T,'hELt

he  had  told me  and  questioned me  oonceming  it.     I  eriswered  kin  that  }e  ned  told

me  not-ning  of  iinportance,  tnt  lie  seemed  to  trioi.I-  better.     One  day  he  saw me  looking

at  a  ..iicture  of  Lincoln  and  asked  me  why  I was  looking  a,t  it.     I  told.  hizm  that  I

had.  all:jays  admired  Lincoln.

'"Is  tr}_&t  the  only  reasor  yon  have  for  looking  at  it`?I  he  asked,   re-

gardimg me  i=,-ith a  f ierce  look.    i  peculiar  e3[rjression  came  over  his  hace,   iiis  eyes

flashed  and  he  turned  i~jale  and  iria]J=ed  off.

t!'One  peel-iliar  feature  of  l\.r.  ifeorge9   or  5ooth's,   1.ace  was  that  one  eye-

brow  Fas  somewirat  higher  tr3an  the  other.     I  have  floticed  film  limp  slightly.  but  be

said  it  TRT4s   I:-_etrmatism.     That  ]`i./[r.   George  rind  a  p`.T¥st  we  all  !aiev,'.   but  .`72;at  his   secret

was  remains  im]movm  except  in  so  far  as  :i.e  imy  ..,,, ve  conunicated  tire  trutl-1  to  me."

|n  her  sworn statement  of  cTanunry  21,   1921,  describing  D.  E.   deorge.

llrs.   Young   (]\,,Trg.   Harper)    says:      TI=-Te  w=®s n  f iTe  feet  ten  or  eleven,   of medium  build,

and vrilked  wit2i  I-tis  s}`iouldei's  well  t:iLroun  bt.ck.    Ee  riad  Very  large  deep  _±L9Ees.

LrLis   'hiir  being  s]iri}ikled.  with  gltiy:     ;=e  dyed  boti_  I-iiiir  and mustaciie.     :-is  eyes,as   I

rermeL-.ber,   were  j±e.I.fe_q±  in_tc;es  as  were  -1so    .is   :'ieav5r  dark.   busi-.y  eps.brQpp."

Bites ):   N|eaving  E1.-ieno,   Booth,   o-i:I  i`;eorge,   arriveu  at  Thid

t^``fffl

on  t`ne  3d  dry  of  December,   1902,   ulid  registered  at  tie    grand  lvenue  liTotel.  under  the

E`+EEgi",++
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I
name  of  David  E.  George.     In  the  meantine  REF.  Haxper  and  ills  wife  hal  removed  from

EI  Reno  to  Eliid,  from  T,'hich  place  she  made  the  following  statement:

I"nid,   Oklahorra  flier-.flitory,   Jam.   25d.   1905.

Iton  tile  evening  of  Januulry  15th,   I wEis  startlei!.  and  surprised  by  reading`  in  the

ELid  mil.-,r  Hei+,'s  of  ti`j.e  suicide  of  David  E.   Cieorge,   of  EI  Reno,  witi-i whom  I  first

became  acqurinted  in  fiiarch,   1900.   in  EI  Reno.   at  t=i+e  }iome  of  IL\jlr.   Simions.

'"r.  Eaxper Went  down  on  Wedriesdfiy morning,   the  14t}'i  ins+,ant.  and  recognized  riin,

and  told  the  embamers  of  a  confession  that  David E.  t`ieorge  had mde  to myself.  and

that  they had better  investigate.

''1  went  to  the morgiie  witi-i inr.  }¥2xper  on  the  15th  and  identified  tie  corpse  of

David  E.   George  &s  the  marl  who  had  cr_infessed  to  me  at  EI  Reno  that  he  wiLs  John  -i?ilkes

Booth,  and.  as  brevity  has  been  enjoined  on me.  wj}|jgg££±im__"p__i_a__rm±|_§=j±±±±SEinge;qLt

made   in  detail  of`  David  E.   George_'s  _oQnf ijinJgueg±iELEg!=9i£EBI±ijne±i££±9±f

-ilJril.      09Las_Ellz=±a_jif___Sam___i_EgLre  set  f2ith lrre rein.

( signed ) niRs.  E.   0.   EaB±un.¢''

~ind  now we  will  cop=,7  t!_e  full  statement  made  by IL.[rs.  Haxper  to  fir.  Ba,tes.

and  Ty.ill   italicize   t±-*e  Trords  and  Se2'itences  ILLr.   Ba,tes  omits  to   a_note

E=
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L 'i]err'itory  of  Oklahom

County  of  Garfield

Mrs.   E.  C.   Harper  first  being  duly  sworn  upon  her  oath  says;  that  the

facts  were  written  above  by  herself ;   that   she  knows  the  facts  she  has

written  `S+nd  that  the   same  ar.e  true.

(Signed)   Mrs.   I.   C.   HaLrper.

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  24th  day  of  January  1903

(Signed)  A.  A.   Stratford
•    Notary  Public

}ity  Oormission  Expires  Nov.   lath,  1906.
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