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Stidger Cormpalfes
Efimdy  to  Lincoln

•`,-
By   A.   F.   MUNROE

i  I)etroiters  should  stand  today-
tho  119th  anniversary  of  the  birth
of   Abraham   Lincoln-with  uDcov-
ered  heads  before  the  marble  bust
of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the  lawn
bf  the   Detroit  Institute    of  Arts,
says the Rev. William  L.  Stidger.
;i  Pastor of the  Linwood  Boulevard

E.  Churcli,  Kansas    City,    and
rmer minister of  St.  Mark's  M.-E.8iurch  there,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stidger

believes  that  `of  all    the    marble

#uues£:°tfr:ot:h;:]mfr:beie:,tb:yemt:h:e::E;j°£a.•bollo  exbression..

: t  Ho  believes  that  of  all  men,  ex-

cepting  only  Jesus  Christ,  Lincolri
most   truly   symbolized   the   ideal
man.     Here  lastJThursday` to  lee-
tu.ro  ln  his  former  pulpit,  the  min-
1Ster took  time  to  view  the  bust.
\   Standing  before  the  marble  mas-
torplece,   his   head  uncovered,   the
former  Detroit  minl`ster  said:
``.:   ."This     Ijincoln     head,     ca,rved
;,':`from  the  virgin  stone,  is  to  my
}\``way  of  thinking  the   best     gym-
`t.{bollc  expression     of     Lincoln  ln
`:marble.  The  Lincoln  bronzes  are
:``all   over  the     world.     1'11     never

;lard:::t!saei:t:;;Ear:iexp*:::ei:i!::::
.?AI}bey  ]n  London,    across    i.ron

;jfh:TE::I:a]:e:,tsob:£]:i:::.lincoln`,dbronz.e   by   Bernard   in   Manches.
^::tor,  Eng.,  and   on  the  Hill  of  thp
]Martyrs\  in  Edinburgh,  Scotlazid.`j  -"The   greatest   Lincoln   bronze

ls  the  Saint  Gaudens'  bl`onze  ]n
f`Chlca8o.  The  qualities  of charles`Itndbergh  seem  to  be  a  strange
`T6lncamation of the Llncoln qual.
Jjtles:        Tall,     angular,.    simple:
:friendly.hearted-in    a  word     a
:cross-section  of  the  best  of  what

i:'o°uriyd  frkmee:}ocabne.   boy    or    man`i  ' "The  more  you  trace  the  par-

=allel     between     Lindbergh     and
€Lincoln,  the more astonished you

the     likeness.     Without
would     wager    that,

:+-£gr-  ,;.,,I  i

LiDcoln  student.
"Detr6it   ls   partlculai`1y   fortu. -:,

®  Charles  Lindbergb    has  been  a

nato  in  havin`g  this  fine  Lincoln
marble  by  Borglum.    It  suggests
to  me  the  whiteness  of  the  I.in.
coln life.    They  have  delved  into
the   life   of   George  Washington,
Franklin  and  others  of our great
national' leaders  and  have  fovind
much  of which we are not proud,
but  the  touch of  taint  has  never
sullied   Lincoln's     name.     There
has  never  been  a  man  so  much
written  about  as  Lincoln,  excep.I
Christ.     The   most   intimate   de.
tails  of  his  p.rivate   and     public
life   have   been  under   the   spot-

- light  for  half  a  centu.ry,  and  no
dark  spots  have  been  found.

``The    IIenry    M.    Lelands    ofi

::::o:;tyofhaLV±encfo°Lrn]]a°na8sb££g#
Ford.'    I   I)elieve   lt   was   duo   to
Mr.  Ford's   interest   in   the   Old.-
royd  home    that  lt
over  by    Cohgress.

rn:::i. Lincoln  died,

taken

"At  one  time  Mr.  Ford  consld
ered   purchasing  this   home,   bu
he  said   to   me  in   an  lntervle
for  The  Detroit  Times,  `1  woul
much  rath`er    see    it  purchase
and  protected    by    the    Unite
States    government.'    That    has
since   been   dole.

"In  this  hectic  da,y  or  automo-
biles  .and  machinery,  the `statue.
standing  as  it  does  in  the  heart
of  Detrolt's  al.t  center,   calls  us
back   to  the   idealization  of  the
Lincoln  life.

"It  teaches  us  that  machinery

%:£pca°r¥dmewr±Cteh:::atsr!:iad[itdhe]:i8s::
This   piece  of  marble  wil`1   Stand  .
forever  as  a  challenge  to  Detroit   '
to  rise  above    its     wheels,    Its
manufacturing  and Its  commerce.
to  the  realin  of  the  spiritual.

"No  city  ca,n  rise  higher  than
its   ideals;     no  city     can     build
buildings    which    surmount    its
spiritual   living.     I)etrolt     would
be  a modern  Ba/bylon  without its
art  center,    its    symphony    or.
chestra  and  its  churches."

D.trolt  lfro8
F®b  12,1928
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