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Two  years  after  the  assassination  of  Abraham  ljincoln,   Andrew  Johii.son,

seventeenth  President  of  the  United  States,   the  man  who  had  "most  prof ited  by  it"

ras  tried  for.  "high  crimes  and  misdenieanors"  by  a  corimittee  of  the  House  of  Re-

presentatives  before  the  United  States  Senate  sitting  in  its  judicia.i  capacity
tbezL,

as  a  court  ol-  ir.i]peachmeut,^presided  over  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme

Court,

jinong  the   seven  managers   selected  by  the  Hciuse  to  conduct  the  impea.ch-

ment  was  General  Benjajnin  F.  Butler,   a  political  soldier  dur'ing  the  strife,   but

now  become  a  congressman  from  l`->fassachusetts,   a  bitter  and  implacable  eneri-iy  of

Johnson.     Butler  the  year  before  had  been  chairr;18.n  of  what  was   coHmonly  called

"The  Assassination  Col`rmittee"   of  the   House   of  Representatives,   \i,ihich  had  been

appointed  par`tly  f or  the  purpose  of  gathering  evidence  showing  complicity  on

Johnson's  part  \-,rith  John  -t7ibkes  Booth  in  his  mur.der.ous  deeds.

Had  the  United  States  adverted  to  the  days   of  the  Borgias:r    i.-'j'.ere  our

rulers  to  meet  quick  death  by  means  of  the  poisoned  cup,   the  i`:nife,   or.  the

pistol  in  the  hands  of   "those  who  Ttf7ould  succeed  to  their  high  office3''

I+  \';as  thonght  that  the  very  enormity  of  the  crir!ie  indicated  a -,i7ide-

spread  conspiracy  with  adherents  both  povj.erful  and  numerous  and  tile  government

in  building  its  case  f or  the  conspire.cy  trial  had  proceeded  on  that  hasis.     It

seemed  preposterous  tlrat  a  congenitally  half -mad  actor  and  but  a  half -dozen

inconseque-ritial  tools  had  planned  and  carried  out  the  calamitous  deed.-l``To,   this

was  a  "solution  altogether.  too  commonplace"   for  the  over'heated  iHfaginations  of

botri  those  directing  af fairs  and  the  general  public  as  '.,Tell.     icJomeone  higher.  up

must   be   f ound.

The  day  a.fter  the  assassination  at  a  meeting  in  7.,'a.II  Street,  General

Butler  delivered  a  speeciri  in  which  he  expressed  the  naLtional  cry  for  vengeance

against  those  \-+-ho  were  then  tl-iought  to  be  the  instigators  of  the  cr'ime.     The

RebelliorLrJ,   he  said,   "with  a  blind  hate  \r/hich  has  ever  cliaracterized  its  purpose,
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has   str.uck  do\`m  in  cold  silence  the  most  f ol.giving  ,   the  most  lenient,   the  most

gr`acious  friend  that  the  misguided  rebel  ever  had  in  this  country.     If  r.ebellion

can  do  this  to  the  good,   the  \t/ise,   the  kind9   the  beneficierit,   what  does  it

teach  us  we  ou.ght  to  do  to  those  who,   from  high  places,   incite  the  assassim's

mill.d  and  guide  the  assassin's  knife?"

The  suggestion  th:i.t  Andrew  Johnson  had  instigated  the  brutal  murder  of

President  Lincoln  first  came   from  one   of  the   Southern  leaders,   Beve-rly.TucF±er,_=,

in  ans\r7er  to  a  proclamation  dated  2.iny  2,   1865,   to  \-,rhich  Johnson  "in  a  v+rathful

mood"  had  af fixed  his  name.     This  strange  docunient  after  reciting  t}}at,   "it

appezL:I.a  from  evidence   in  the  But.e&u  of  i.-.ilitary  Justice,   that  the  atrocious

murder  of  the  late  President,   Abr&ha.in  I.incoln,   and  the  attexpted  assassination

of  the   Eon.   'i.,rilliaHi  H.   Seward,   Secretary  of  State,   was  incited,   concerted,   a.nd

pr.ocured  by  &nd  bet\`/eon  Jefferson  Davis,late   of  Piichmoncl.,   Vaa,   €j.nd   Jacob  Thomp-

son,   Clement   C.   Clay,   Beverly  Tucker,   George  N.   Sanders,   '`Jilliam  C.   Cleary,   and

other  rebels  and  traitors  against  the  G-overnment   of  Ju-uhe  United  States,   harbor.ed

in  Cai'iada, "   offered  the   follo'\f!ing  I.ewards3

"$100,000  for  the  arrest   of  Jefferson  Davis®    /

"$  25,000  for  the  arrest   of  Clement  a.   Clay®

"$  25,000  for  the  arrest   of   Jacob  Thompson,   late  of  L'';ississippi.

"i  25,000  foi.  the  arrest  of  Geo.   N.   Sanders.

"`$  25,000  for  the  arrest   of  Beverly  Tucker.

"$  10,000   for  the  arrest   of  '```,J'm.   C.   Cleary,   late   clerF,  of  Cleri-lent

a.   Clay.

"The  Pr.ovost-L{a.rshalr7eneral  of  the  United  States  is  directed  to  cause

a  description  of   said  persons,   1.i7ith  notices  of  the  &boi7e  re\'7ards,   to  be

published."     (1)

The  evidence  which  linked  Dza.vis  and  Booth  together,   \r/as  not   stated  in

i;he  proclariation,   but  it  `.I/as  positively  alleged  in  1'€e\=/s  dispatches  thaLt  bef ore

Booth  began  to  operate  decisively  and  `„`'ith  clef inite  plan  in  -„-as}iingto-n,   he  wa.s
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in  Canada,   and  thor.e  wa.s  closeted  with  Thonpson,   Clayj   Tucker,   Sanders  arid  other.s.

The  }``Tew  York  Tribune,   four  daLys  after  the  proclanc..tion  stated  that   "Booth

T\.rag  after  all  but  the  tool  of  more  cum'iing  men  than  himself .  `  Associated  irjith  him

wer.e  many  other€j.      Of  the  number  i.r7ho  actually  knew  that  the  plot  was  i~flurder  and  \-j'ho

were  told  the  day  and  hour  of  the  deed,   and  \=7hose  assistance  was  relied  on  i or  the

doing  of  the  murderous  acts  or  fc)r  immediately  assisting  tile  escape  of  the  assassins,

we  carl  form  no  estimate."     (2)

The  I,Fjasliington  correspondent  of  The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  made  the  f oil-owing

statement:     "The  confession  of  Harold    and  the  documentary  evidence   found  on  Booth's

body,   fasten  beyond  cavil,  the  plot  and  its  full  sanction  upon  Jef f .   Davis  and  his

Canada  col-{missionel.s."      (3)

This  proclan-!ration  and  the  accompanying  fantastic  neb's  comments  published

bef ore  the  evidence  had  been  "sifted  and  scrutinized"  and  based  on  what  later  was

found  to  be  hearsay  tales  and  perjured  testimony  provoked  an  avalariche  of  open

letters  from  the  accused  a.ddressed

"To  The  People   of  Canada",

"The  People   of  I€ew  York  City",

"The  Editor  }Jew  York  Tribune"g

t'The  Editor   New  York  Times",

and  others.

George  N.   Sanders  and  Beverly  Tucker,   two  of  the  accused,   in  a  letter

to  the  Press  from  iiiondreal,   dated  iiiny  4th,   denied  any  acquaintance  "with  l\,ir.

Booth,   or  any  of  those  alleged  to  have  been  engciged  `i7ith  him''.     They  claimed  that

they  had  never  seen  Booth,   or  had  any  kno't71edge  of  him  and  denied  that  Booth  had

ever.  t'7ritten  them  or  sought  an  intervieiiT.     This  last  was  in  answer  to  a  story

which  had  appeared  in  t'ne  New  York  .Torld  in  \r7hich  it  was   stated  that  after  Booth's

visit  to  }'!:ontreal  the  previous  autumn,   he  had  corresponded  regularly  vJith  the

rebel  agents  iri  Canada.

That  day,   Tucker  also  addressed  "The  People   of  Canada",   \r,'ith  the
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suggestion  that  Johnson's  Proclamation  was  an  attempt  to  "get  up    a  pretext  for

a  difficulty"  with  Canada  "because  of  its  hospitality  to  himself ,   Thompson,   and

the  others".     (4)

'r,r.a.   CletTry,   another  of  the  accused,   in  &  much  more  te-,:;per.ate  tone,

came   out  ivr7ith  a  letter  on  }jay  5th  in  the  Tor.orlto  Leader,   asserting  that  he  knew

nothing  of  the  assassineition  Arid  furthermore  had  never  been  a  clerk  of  Clement

a.   Clay.     On  the   same  day,   George  N.   Sanders  and  Beverly  Tucker  issued  a  iranifesto

in  1..;ondreal,   aLddr.essed  to  Andrew  Johnson   (5)   again  denying  the   charges.     This  was

not  sufficient  f or  Tucker--f or.  on  the  saIT,e  day  he  sent  to  the  Press  a  far  reaching

counter  char.ge.

The  feeling  of  surprise  and  indignation  which  this  elicited  in  T„'ashing-

ton,   can  be  judged  somew`na.t  from  the  heading  it  received  in  The  National  Intell-

±g±±±icLp±  i...'-here   it  was  published.

"Outrageous  Assault   on  the  Pr.esident  by  Beverly  Tucker

A   CRAZY   PERFORLLAI\ICE

President   Johnson  Charged  with  Coinplicity
in  the  j.issassination.

GEO.11.    SANDERS.    REpljY   T0   STAI\`TTON   I'ii`\!D   HOLT. ''

The  circular  addressed  by  Tucker  "To  The  People  of  The  United  States"

after  stating  that  Johason's  proclamation  advertised  him  "to  the  \i.7orld  as  a  pro-

jector  and  accoxplice  in  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln",   declares  that

one  \`rho  "in  his  public  speeches  rejoices  that  he  is  a  plebian  and  a  deiragogue,

shall  not  iTrith  impunity  br.and  me  as  a  criminal".     Tucker  then  denounces  Johnson

as   "a  \=7icked  and  wilful  li'oeller"   of  Jef ferson  Davis,   "  a  no.pie  and  brave  gentle-

man  who  he  is   fa.1sely  seeking  to   consign  to   "a.n  ignominious  death''.

'With  the  dire  thr.eat  that  Johnson  should  beware  that  "in  proving  him  to

be  a  slander.er,   we  do  not  drive  him  an  af frighted  defender  of  himself  before  his

our  people,"  Tucker.  launches  into  a  discussion  of  the  lan  of  evidence  that  "no

man  \r/ill  'oe  adjudged  guilty  of  any  crime  \'who  cannot  be  shorn  to  have  be-en  in  a

position  likely  to  be  benefited  in  some  way  by  its  cormtiission-I/hile  the  suspicion
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rarely  fails  to  set.utle  upon  one  of  i,whom  the  contrary  is  established."     "'`tSrhat

object  then",   asks  Tucker  ''whence  the  motive   for  conspiracy  I-or  his   (Lincoln's)

death,   T7hen  cadre-\il7  Johnson  was  to  be  his   inevitable   successors"       He   fur.ther  asks,

"T`L'j-hat   object  could   I,   or  any  of  those  named  in  the  -proclamation  have  had  in  desiring

much  .less  in  conspiring  far.  the  death  of  i.Ir.   Lincolng"

"It  is  true,"  declares  Tucker,   "he  has  prosecuted  the  war  against  the  State

to  which  I  deemed  my  highest  allegiance  due,   i,r/ith  such  unremitting  energy  and

extr&ordinary  success  as  to  destroy  our  last  hopes,   but  those  who  kno-\;-7  him  best

claimed  f or.  him  hums.ne  and  kindly  qu.alities  that   'would  ha.ve  plead  like  angels

against  the  deep  damnation  of  his  ta,king  off.'    The  surrender.  of  our  armies,   and

the  general  capitulation  that  ensued,   inspir.ed  us  -.-.i.ith  the  hope  that  these  proper-

ties  would  be  exer.ciser:1  towards  an  overpowered  but  honor.able   f oe,   and  that  kindly

consideration  would  ixpel  him  to  exer.cise  his  power  in  healing  the  yet  fresh

.bleeding  wounds  of  our  cotintry.     Indeed,   it  is  knovm  that  several  of  our  most

eminent  public  men  among  them  Generals  Lee  and  Johnson,   partaking  of  this  confidence,

promptly  declared  that  the  dea.th  of  I..'ir`.   Ijincolzi  was  a  great  calamity  to  the  South."
"-iThere,   then  \i/as  the  motivet"   de}-.mnds  Tucker  and  continues,   "l`.inrder  is

never  coirmitted  '`r7ithout  a  motive,   either  in  interest,   revenge,   or  some  kindred

quality  of  the  hum&n  heart".

In  view  of  Booth's  quotation  "The  a.mbitious  youth  who  fired  the  Ephesia.n

dome"  Tucker's  argunend  at  this  point  becomes  an  interesting  coincident.     He  asks,

"Did  Booth  commit  this  fearful  deed  with  no  other  motive  than  that  iwhich  inspired

the  youthful  Erostratus  to  fire  the  Temple  of  Diana  at  Ephesus?     If  so,   why  did

he  call  up  l`.,in.   Johnson  eight  hours  be for.e  the  time  fixed  for  his  fell  pur.pose?     Did

he  call  upon  him  with  the  design  of  assassinating  him,   as  has  been  attempted  to  be

shot:/n  by  the  newspapers  in  the  interest  of  the  Govenment?

"Surely  none  of  his  acts  bear  out  the  inference  th&t  he  was  mad  enough  to

suppose  that   he   could  murder.  Llr.   Johnson  at  two  o'Elock  in  the  afternoon,   and  1,:r.

Lincoln  eight  hours  thereafter  in  a  public  theatre.         i-,That,   then,   firms  the  motive

iEEF_
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of  his  call,   and  how  came  Booth  to  Address  the  Vice-President  of  the  United  States

in  1.r/ords  of  such  familiarity,   showing  certain  acquaintance,   if  not  intimacy  with  him?

'1  do  not  T7ish  to  clistur'b  you,   but  T7ould  be  glad  to  have  an  inter.view.

(Signed)                                                                                                      J.    „'.IIIRES   BO0TH'    "

T|- Ruggles,   one   of  the   Confederate   officers  who  accompanied  Booth  to  the

Garrett  farm  April  24,1865,   has  stated  (6},that  Booth  told  him  at  the  Garr.ett  place

on  the  25th  that  he  had  left  the  note  f or  the  Vice-President  on  the  morning  of  the

Lfssassination  at  the  }firkwood  House  "that  Andrew  Johnson  might  appear  to  be  implicated."
a

George  Atzerodt  cia.imed  in  his  confession  that  as  late  as. eight  o'clock  on

Lth6  nig?t  of  the  a£,s.glssin9;tion  he  was  still  supposed  to  kill  Johnson.   (7)
I,I/t*3ju+~     `.\tr+!<±`i;dian     +:                                                                           -1-1T  ------        ____     _I_______T      `,  ,''These  are  I.j.ords  of  strange  ancl  nysterious  impor.t,   and  are  not  to  be

E`ELE

lightly  set  aside  in  so  great  a  miter  as  unmeaning  and  insignif icant.    Is  it  dotibted

that  if  her.   Johnson  were  a  private  citizen,   instead  of  the  Chief  i,agistr&te  of  the

United  States,   seeking  to  despoil  honorable  men  of  their  character.s,   and  to  visit

uEon  them  the  ignominious  death  of  the  gallows,   that  he  would  have  been  anong  the

first  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  immaculate  substitution  of  the  indefeasible  right

of  trial  by  jury,  the  I-vlilitary  Bureau  of  Justice?

''Is  there  one,   of  all  that  multitude  of  pr.isoners  of  both  sexes,  the

ref inement   of  'whose  tortures  are  made  the  theme  of  glo't+j-ing  recital  in  the  I{orther'n

journals-who  could  hope  to  escape  conviction,   with  such  a  cormiunica.lion  upon  that

very  memorable  day,   £rom  the  confessed  assassin  himself ?     Is  it  impossible  tha.t  Booth

may  have  met  ifr.   Johnson  in  that  lower  circle  they  \i7ere  both  knoi`m  to  frequent,   and

thus  have  formed  an  indima.cy  which  a  coirmon  vice  begets?    Andrew  Johnson,   let   it  be

born  in  mind,   has  been  noted  i or  many  years  past  as  an  ahaost  frenzied  aspirant  f or

the  Presidency.

"All  the  arts  and  appliances  v,rhich  the  fruitful  br.aim  of  the  unscrupulous

demagogue  coulcl  invent  and  employ  have  been  exhausted  to  attain  the  goal  of  his

audacious  ambition.    After  a  struggle  of  years-and  not  until  the  States  of  the  South,

including  his  o\.in,   had  separated  themselves  from  all  political  connection  i.,Jith  the
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1\:orth--did  he  reach  the  position  of  second  civil  of ficer  of  that  Cover-rment.     Then

the  pr.ize  so  long  dazzling  his  vision,   seemed  \7;ithin  his  grasp.     Like  Ludovico,   he

touched  his  brow  in  anticipation  of  the  encircling  diadem."

After  further  delineating  upon  Johason's  shor.tcomings  and  the  "myster.ious

arid  concealed  marmer  "  in  which  the  judicial  exa]rinations  v7ere  "conducted  f or  the

avowed  purpose  ol.  ascel.taining  a.11  the  particulars"  of  the  dreadful  tragedy,   Tucker

says,   "And  this,   it  is  true,   is  but  hypothesis,  and  yet  when  you  support  it  by  the

fact  that  j'indrew  Johnson  is  the  only  solitary  individual,   of  the  thirty-f ive  millions

of  souls  comprised  in  that  land,  v/ho  could  possi.oly  realize  any  interest  or.  benefit

fr.on  the  perpetr.ation  ol.  this  deed,   and  that  Booth was  not  captured  alive,   as  he

unquestionably  could  have  been,  we  must  educe  some  one  more  plausible,   ere  vfe  \'\rholly

reject  thisi  Dead  men  tell  no  tales,  and  the  `!/antonly  hushed  voice  of  this  unhappy

man,   leaves  behind  his  bloody  tragedy  a  fearful  nystery."

"Ah!"  exclaimed  the  thousands  of  friends  of  the  accused  Southern  leader.s

1,',then  Tucker's  diabolically  clever.  reply  sped  over.  the  country,   ''It's  a  possibility,

what  more  logical!"    The  fanatical  state  ol-mind  prevailing  made  possibilities  more

than  probabilities  and  while  later  events  showed  the  absurdness  of  Tucker's  incredible

accusations,  they were  never.theless,  not  forgotten and  turned  up  at  a  later  period

to  suggest  a  suspicion, of.'the  complicity  of  Andrew  Johnson.

Jacob  Thonpson  '`Jraited  until  i.ray  loth  to  add  his  denial  to  the  series  of

addresses.     In  an  open  letter  "To  The  Editor  of  the  New  York  Tribune"  he  clef led

"the  evidence   of  the  Bureau  of  1'\,Iilitary  Justice"  to  prove  any  connection  beti.7een  him

and  the  a.s§assina.tion  and  branded  the  proof  "1,!7hatever  it  is"  as  ''a  tissue  of  false-

hoods".       He  repeats  Tucker's  claim  that  on  the  basis  of  motive  there  was  not  half

the  gI.ounds  to  suspect  him  as  there  was  to  suspect   Johnson.     He  continues,   however,

with  the  explantion.
"I  do  not  say  that  this  creates  a  suspicion  in  my  mind  of  the  complicity

of  President  Johnson,   but,   it  should  teach  him  a  lesson  of  moderEition  and  charity  to

all  those  suspected".

Thompson    then  claimed  tlrat  he  would  be  glad  to  give  hin`iself  up  if  assured
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of  a  fair  trial.
)SLr

In  November,f`following  the  conspiracy  trial  the  goverrment  became

satisfied  that  a  c8.se  could  not  he  rtrade  against  the  Southern  leaclers  and  the  I.e-

virards  offered  for  tile  arrest   of  Thompson,   Sanders  and  Cleary  were  I.evoked.   (8)

Beverly  Tucker  in  a  letter  to  JefferBon  Davis  July  lst,   1867,   tells  of

the  I.ec©ption  his  answer  to  President  Johnson's  proclarjia.tion  received,   he  says,

"It  wa.s  variously  criticised  at  the  time.     lTI:any  thought  it  too  severe  and  sweeping,

and  some  of  these  were  of  our  Souther.n  friends.     i,fany  again,   and  much  the  la.rger

portion  approved,  and  in  some  instances  extravagantly  (I  confess)   complimented  it  -

while  almost  every  one  thought  I  was  flinging  back  the  charge  upon  Andrevf  Johnson

himself .     I  did  not,  nor  cio  I  yet,  think  this  inference  is  entirely  just.    I

honestly  suspected  him,   as  soon as  I  read  the  pr.oclamation,   so  perfectly  absurd

and  farfetched  was  that  ciocunent.     I  had  then  many  things  to  justify  that  suspicion.
`     What  I  intended  however  was  only  to  draw  the  lead  very  fine  on  hin,   in  sho\r7ing

that  by  all  the  r.ules  of  testimony  -  cir.cunstantial  testimony,   I  mean  -  suspicion

of  com.plicity,   in  the  assassiriation,  attached  much  more  strongly  to  him,  than  to

any  one  of  the  par.ties  named  in  his  proclamation,   anct  certainly  much  more  so,   t}ian

to  me,   who  not  only  had  never  dreamed,   in  my  \'/orst  Eeasons  of  hatred  to  our

enemies,   of  such  a  I.ecourse  to  remove  old  Abraham  out   of  the  Tray,   but  \`rho,   it  so

happened  actually  had  never  so  much  as  hea.rd  the  names  of  J.  ',,i,`-ilkes  Booth,   Surratts

or  any  of  the  parties,  then  on  trial,  and  afterwards  convicted  (?)  and  executed.

`'1  still  think  Johason  should  be  called  to  the  witness  stand  in  Sur`ratt's

trial,   in which  case,   I  believe,   sincerely,  that  acquaintance  wi.th  Booth,   if  not

intimacy,  would  be  proved®     These  do  not  necessarily  involve  guilt,   but  if  I  were

in  his  place,   and  .ivere  innocent,   (As  I  not:I  think  it  probable  he  is)  I  would  insist

on  being  surmoned.     (9)

In  one  of  the  Booth  nyths  to  be  discussed  in  a  succeeding  chapter,   the

accusation  is  made  that  Booth  assassinated  Lincoln  in  order  that  "Andrew  Johnson,

_I.-_¥--asfa¥±
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aL  Southern  man,   a  resident  of  the  State  of  Termessee,   should  be  made  President  of

the  United  States,  to  serve  the  interests  of  the  South."

For  pu.re  assinity  and  incredibility  this  charge  caiiriot  be  surpassed  f or  it

is  evident  from  Andrew  Johnson's  record  before  the  assassination  that  the  South  could

derive  no  advaritage  from  Lincoln's  death  and  Johnson's  substitution.

"Of  all  men  in  public  life,"   says  James  Ford  Rhodes  (10)   ''It  is  difficult  to

conceive  o£.  one  so  ill-fitted  f or  this  delicat6  ¥,fork  ol^  reconstruction  as  was  /indrew

Johnson.     Born  in  the  midst  of  degrading  influences   (at  Raleigh,   I{.C.   1808)   brought  up

in  the  nursery  of  the  poor  \7hite  class,   he  had  no  chance   for  breeding,   none   f or  book

education,   none  f or  that  half -conscious  betterment  which  comes  from  association  wit;i

cultivated  and  morally  e]ccellend  people."

Apprenticed  to  a tailor  at  the  age  of  ten,  at  sixteen,   Johnson  became  a

journeyman  and  at  eighteen  moved  to  Greenville,   a  small  town  in  the  eastern  part  of

Termessee,   where  at  t\ri7enty  he  began  political  life  as  a  i-7orking  man's  candidate  for.

alderman}   "in  opposition  to  the  aristocracy  based  on  the  ownership  of  slaves."     He

f inally  beca]?ie  Governor  of  Tennessee  and  after  serving  two  terms  wa.s   send  in  1857  to

the  tJnited  States  Senate.     He  was  looked  dovm  upon  by  the  ar.istocratic  Southern  sen-

ators  on  account  of  "his  plebeian  extraction"  and  because  "he  boasted  he  had  labored

T7ith  his  hands".

In  a  Senate   speech  on  secession,   i\.:al.ch  2,   1€;61,   he  had  declared  that  if  "he

were  President  he  \I.'ould  have  the  Southern  leader.s  arrested  and  tried  for  treELson,   and

if  convicted,   execu.ted''.     From  that  time  on  be  was  treriendously  popula.r  in  the  North

but  in  the  South  he  was  execrated.     In  1862  he  vras  appoinded  military  governor  of

Tennessee,  where  he  discharged  his  duties  T7ith  courage,   boldness  and  ef ficiency.     It

was  during  this  time  that  he  begaLn  to  drink  to  excess.   (11)

That  _indrew  `Johnso]i  was  one  of  the  Northern  lefiders  most  hated  by  the

Confederate  is  shown  by  the  plots  formed  to  mrdel.  him  while  he  was  military  gov-

ernor  of  Tennessee  from  1862  to  1864.     "then  he,   as  the  newly  appointed  I.:ilitary  Gover-

nor.  first  arrived  :`it  Nashville  ''he  was  threatened with  assassination  on  the  streets

and  in  the  public  assemblies.  but  he  went  on  the  streets;  ho  defied  those  dangers;

h®  went  into  public  assemblies,   and  on  one  of-.casion  went  into  a  public  meeting,   drew

his  Ttistol,   laid  it  on  the  desk  before  him,   a-rld  said:     ''1  have  been  told  that   I   should
Q*

be  assassinated  if  I  cane  here.     If  that  is  to  be  done  then  it  is  the  firs_t_hasine:a

in  order.  cand  let  that  be  attended  to.'     No  attexpt  having  been  made  he  said:     '1
(//zJ

conclude  the  danger  h!is  passed  by:   land  then  proceeded  to  make  his  speech."A  Durilig

that  tit:ie  he  boldly  proclai+led  that  "conscious  treason  should  be  punished  and  trai-

tors  should  be `.-
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hung".     Upon  arriving  in  Nashville  I.farch  lz,   1862,   he  deposed  the  city  council  and

sent  the  clergy  of  the  city  to  the  penitentiary  for  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of

allegiance.     He  alirays  spoke  of  war'  as  "this  unholy  and  nefarious  rebellion".   (12)

Johnson  on  his  acceptance  of  the  nomination  f or  the  vice-presidency,   July

•  2nd,   1864,   said,   "i.tj'e  must  bring  traitors  to  the  punishaent  due  their.  crime  ind  by

f orce  of  arms  crush  out  and  subdue  the  la.st  vestige  of  rebel  authority  in  every

state", {L3)   §G:rfu`eL I;   /j±+:a  giv<^±  uin.„*£~.!  _  7_y+ I  t €*ctru€   i  7'Zfro^+`£L`v #L:~

One  ef feet  of  the  Beall  episode  and  interesting  in  view  of  these  later

s  to  link  j'hadrew  Johnson's  name  with  Booth  in the  assassination  vras  an  attempt

to  capture  Vice-President-elect  Andrew  Johnson,   February  24,   1865,  at  the  Louisville

Hotel,   Louisville,   Kentucky,   vthere  he  was  a  guest.     (ra)  The  plan  conceived  by  two

Confederate  of ficers  Col.  Robert  hi.  }thrtin,  wlio  had  distinguished  hirtn,self  in  General

l`jorgan's  Cavalry,   and  Lieutenant   John  W.   Headley,  was  to  kidnap  Johnson  at  the  Hotel

that  evening  and  attempt  to  exchange  him  f or  Beall  or  this  failing,  take  him  to

Richmond  as  a  prisoner  of  war.     This  it  was  thought  would  resrilt  at  lea.st  in  a  general

exchange  of  prisoners.

The  plan  which  was  to  be  execL].ted  at  7  p.in.  was  frustrated  by  the  fact  that

On  the  very  last  night  of  his  life  Lincoln  had  a  short  interviev,,  with

Johnson  &s  to  future  action  towards  the  South.     `'The  Vice-President  urged  harsher.  a.nd

more  vengeful  measures  than  Lincoln  t:7ould  agree  to''.     (15)

The  manner  in  which  Johnson  after  becoming  President, "spoke  persistently  of

the  crime   of  the  Southern  leaders,  the  due  punishmend  of  which  was  dea.th,   tended  to

lIIIk B=---_i           _____J
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inflame  Northern  sentiment,  already  bitter  enough  in  the  lanenting  of  Lincoln's

a.ssassimtion.     'Treason  must  be  made   odious'  aLnd   'tr.aitors  nlust  be  punished  and

irTipoverished'  was  the  burden  of  his  tirades  and  his  private  talk  was  more  vindict-

ive,  and  indeed  it  is  said  almost  bloodthirsty".     (16)

According  to  the  wife  of  Jeff er.son  Davis,   there  was  a  deep-seated  animo-

sity  on  the  part  of  Johnson  toward  Davis  existing  since  a  debgLte  in  the   House  in

1846  "when  Johnson  interpreting  some  renal.ks  of  Davis'  as  invidious  to  tailors

with  a  possible  reference  to  himself ,   resented  the  irmuendo  and  speaking  vrith

scorn  of  our  'illegitimate,   s\!7a.ggering,   bastard,   scrub  aristocracy`  entered  on  an

encomium  of  tailors  and  mechanics  in  general."     (17)
-`-jthen  Davis  \t/as  captured  by  General  i-irilson  and  informed  of  the  procla-

mation  charging  him -`-..'ith  complicity  in  the  assassination,   he  expressed  bitterness

tbirards  Johnson  with  the  declaration  that  "there  was  one  man  in  the  United  States

wlio  knew  that  proclamation  to  be  false"  a.nd  that  uns  Andrew  Johnson,   "for  ilo  at

least  knew  that  I  preferred Lincoln to  himself."    (18)

Johason  declared  of  Davis.,  after  his  capture,   "He  was  the  head  devil

among  the  traitor`s  and  he  ought  to  be  hung".     (19)
--.=7e  are  not  interested  here  in  delving  deeply  into  the  many  reasons

leading  up  to  the  inpeachnent  trial  of  Andrew  Johnson  except  as  they  touch  on

this  matter  of  I.incoln's  gissassiriation  vi'hich  did  not  at  any  time  enter  the  formal

charges.       In  order  to  understand  the  impe8.chment  proceedings,   though,   it  lnay  be

well  to  briefly  review  the  political  history  of  the  period.

A  fight  developed  between  Johnson  and  Congr.ess  over  Reconstruction

Policies  beginning  with  Johnson's  vetoing  the  first  Fr.eedman's  Bureau bill,

Februa.ry  l9th,   1866,  and  some.`r/hat  later  the  Civil  Rights  bill.     During  the  summer

of  1866,   both  Congress  and  Johnson,   now  at  s\:7ord's  points  appealed  to  the  country.

Congress  \!j.on  in  the  elections  and  Johnson  that  fall  faced  a  more  radic&l  group

than  had  existed  the  previous  year  and  the  gap  rapidly widened  until  there  grew

up  in  both  Houses  considerable  talk  of  impeachment.

r~   .     __  __   _ /_  2:_~L=-=.___    3.IfirirfuiaBiiy_i:-#T58.__._
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Ihe  situation  is  aptly  surrmed  up  by  Thurlow  'e:,teed,   `.rho  said,   "President
•Johnson  did  not  inherit  the  temper  or  tgict   of  his  predecessor...     In  t,ifeed's  I..iemoirs

the  statement  is  made  that  "Tlie  influences  v7hich  had  fir.st  sought  to  dictate  to

lith.  Lincoln  and  then  to  defeat  his  renomination  engaged  in  an  effort  to  teach

Johason  his  duty  toward  the  South,   that  ha,d  i..Zr.   Lincoln  lived,   he  would  have

parried  such  interference;  but  Johnson's  fiery  disposition  made  him,   v/hen  criticised,

belligerent  and  aggressive,  and  thus,   at .last,   Johnson was  led  into  an  irreconcilable

quarrel,  not  only  wi.th  its  radical  element,   but  with  the  entire  Republican  party."

(20)

iii-
enemies  in  Congress  and  on  August  5,   1867,   the  President   decided  to  get  rid  of  him  and

wrote  a  note  asking  f or  his  resignation,   but  when  Congress  rerassembled,  the  Senate

refused  to  sanction  the  removal.     The  Committee,   now  five  to  four,   recommended  imp-

eaclment  but  when  it  cane  to  a  vote  of  the  House,  `it  lost.

So  far  the  contr.oversy  vras  a  draw,   but  becoming  involved  in  a  quarrel

`'7ith  General  Grant  over  the  Standon  dismissal,   Johnson  lost  his  hea.d,   rerjioved

Stanton  a  second  time  and  forced  the  issue  beyond  reason.     This  offered  the  Congre-

ssional  Radicals  the  oppol`tunity  to  again  bring  impeachment  to  a  vote,  which was

won  this  time  (  February  24.,1868,)   by  a  large  majority.
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thi¥t5Eiainthtfongres&ramiagraq*ncoradri±11±iaaea.h

Seven  Congressrrien  were   selected  &s  lfanagers  to  conduct  the  proceedings.

Among  them  tt,'ere  George   S.   Bout\rrell  of   Ohio  a.nd  Benjamin  F.   Butler.  of  i`.'inssachusetts,

wlio  \frith  Janes  hi.  Ashley  of  Ohio,  the  representative  who  had  introduced  the  original

impea.chmeut  resolution,  nrade  a  formidable  triunverate  that  had  been  active  during

the  previous  year  in  &ccusing  Johnson  of  implication with  Booth  in  the  assassination.

Ashley  ha.d  openly  proclaimed  his  belief  in  the  grave  charge.     On  l`farch  7,   1867,   in

the  House  of  Representatives  this  Congressmari  spoke  of  Johnson  as  "the  man  who  carie

into  the  Presidency  through the  door  of  assassination",   a.]id  alluded  to  the  effect

which  Tucker's  charges  against   Johnson  had  made  as  the  "dar.k  suspicion which  crept

over  the  minds  ol-  men  as  to  his  complicity  in  the  assassination  plot",   a.nd  "the

mysterious   cormection  bett'Teen  death  and  tre&cher.y  which  this  case  presents".

'.it7hile  no  one  of  any  brains  and  sanity  even  believed  in  the  possibilit}r  of

the  preposterous  insinuation  that  Johnson  had  instigated  or.  TTas  inplicated  in  the

murder  of  Lincoln,   least  of  all  these  three  Congressmen,  the  su.ggestion  which  had

been  planted  two  yea.rs  before  by  Tucker,   merely  awaited  the  ermrity  of  the  Congress-

ional  Radicals  to  fertilize  it  again  into  rapid  growth.    -I'-thile  these  men  had  brains

enough  to    understand  the  absurdity  of  the  char.ge,  they  alao  were  wise  enough  and

unprincipled  enough  to  countenance  it,   if  by  so  doing,  they  could  break  the  President.

The  previous  July,   Butler  had  introduced  in  the  House  a  resolution  pro-

viding  f or  a  special  coirmittee  to  ii'ivestigate  ''all  the  facts  and  circumstances,

connected  \.j.ith the  a.ssassination  of  the  late  lamented  President."    This  special

group  of  Congressmen  called  "the  Assassination  Colrmittee"  ref.erred  to  in  the

beginningofthischapter.,washeadedbyButlerhimseLf9andhadaL±.f,;/{?t:A¥±?¥&[£-rfufng±ng

months  but  was  not  able  to  gather  enough  evidenfor¥ke  a  report*-I.~ ,;xp  was

automatically  discharged  by  the  termination  of  the  Impea.chaent  TI.ial.

Let  us  examine  the  "evidence"   such  as  it  was,   on  \TJhich  they  at  first

supposed  a  criminal  case  might  be  made  against   Johnson.

The  chief  expert  witness  for  the  prosecution  at  the  Conspiracy  Trial  had

months  but  was  not  able  to  gather.  enough  evidenc

lllllIB- _
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been  ban ford  Conover,   a  spy  who  TFas  sent  to  Canada  to  gather  evidence  against  Jeff-

erson  Davis,   Thompson,   Tucker  and  the  others  mentioned  in  the  proclamation  of  lrfay

2,   1865.     .He  and  \'Titnesses  he  obtained,   testified  to  anything  and  ever.ything  against
Jrf-+I_`.

the  Southern  leaders  that  they  thought  would  please  the  prosecution, ^According  to

Conover's  testimony  tEEy  were  all  guilty  of  complicity  in  the  assassination,  the

attempt  to  burn  iiew  York,   i-{ovember  25,   1864,   the  importation  of  yellow  fever  germs

into  the  North  and  various  other  criminal  offenses.     (21)

In  April  1866,   when  the  Jtldiciary  Committee  of  the  I-louse  started  an  enquiry

into  the  Conover  clainis,   this  i.jitness  re-s',trore  to  the  truth  of  his  former  testimony

when  it  uJas  read  to  him.     Ho\f7ever,   the  witnesses  he  had  procured  for  the   Conspiracy

Trial  i--7hen  brought  before  the  Committee  told  how  Conover  had  bought  their  testimony

and  had  pa.id  for  their  signatures  to  false  depositions,  which  he  previously  haLd

prepared.        (22)     Conover  was  arrested  but   escaped  from  his  guaLrd.     In  NoveLiber  of

that   year   (Z3)     he  was  re-cEiptured  and  con£.eased  to  the   charges  that   he  load  suborned

the  witnesses  and  perjured  his   oil/n  te`.:;timony.     For  this  he  \'Jas   sentenced  to  ten

years  imi]risonment  in  t`ne  j`Llbany  Penitentiary.   _I-ie  then  offered  to  pur`chase  liberty

from  Johnson's  enemies  in  Congressj  by  saying  tha##ctuld  "lay  his  hands  on

t'7itnesses  a,nd  documents  to  prove  that  previous  to  President  Lincoln's  murder

Johnson  and  Booth  had  corresponded  \r,'ith  each  other,   that,   at  the  second  inauguration,

it  was  &rranged  that  Booth  should  kill  Lincoln,   an  arrange}-,nient  'u.7hich  accounted  f or

the  Vice-President's  strange  conduct  on  that  occasion,   that  Booth  paid  several  visits

to  Johnson  at  the  Kirk'`€+ood,   the  concealment   of  i!feapons  in  that  hotel  being  a  mere

blind  to  cause  it  to  appear  that  the  Vice-:-`resideut  was  an  intended  victim;  the.t

Booth  boasted  in  his  flight   of  leaving  nrade  Andy  Johnson  President  and  if  he  i.I.rent

back  on  him  he  i.rould  have  him  "hung  higher  than  Hamen".(24)

adeiayf;:o£::A;gefiifu!:,:E|#:t%:~:.#*:¥:::1:g::ti:b::a:fj::I:e:n::e;:i:fanb:I::I::::d
on  to  Albany.       As  a  result  of  these  intervie\-/a,   Ashley  talked  r.ather  promiscously .

about  the  terrible  things  he  would  prove  through  Conover,   lout  when  called  bef ore  the

=-,,ee             .,
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impeachaeut   cormiittee  to  explain  why  he  had  not  produced  Conover's  incl`iminating

evidence,   .ishley  acknowledged  that  Conover's  claims  could  not  be  substaiitiated.

Conover  then  \7as  left  in  prison  '\'7her.e  he  belonged.

It  was  reported  in  the  l`]ew  York  paper.s  that  the  Judiciary  Cop.unittee  also

"sent  do-`.7n  to  }\T8.shville  a.  coni-.identi&1  per.son  to  ascertain  the   relation  that   existed

between  J.   1,-vrilkes  Booth  and  President   Johason  when  both  were  in  liashville  during  the-

1atter  part  of  the  war.     After  interrogating  many  proniinend  men  of  both  par.ties,

nothing  furtl'ier.  -!`+as  discovered  than  that  Booth  and  the  then  military  governor  of

Tennessee  had  no  connection  \-7ith  each  other  whatever".     (25)

The   second  matter  \`fhich  was  construed  as  casting   suspicion  on  Johnson  was

the  freedom  of  John  Surratt.

Up  to  the  time  of  the  captiure  and  trial  of  Surratt,  thor.e  existed  the

belief  that  he  had  been  in  .\;7ashington  on  the  night  of  the  assassination  &nd  had  had

a  direct  connection  \'/ith  it.     The  laxity  with  which  the  goverrmend  pursued  him,   after    A

the  Conspiracy  Trial,  was  enough  to  suggest  to  these  radicals  that  Johnson  did  not

waLnt  him  brought  back  through  fear  that  he  \'Jould  testify  to  complicity  on  the  part

of  the  Vice-President  himself  in  the  crime.                                                                                       ty\`

T&"::ig;;nfec'; ;n^`et;g.S„Point,   hot.Jever,  also  impliccLted  Secretar.ies  Seward

and  5tantonnas  much  as   Johnson  a.nd  sho.`r7ed  the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  use   it

against  the  President.   (26)

In  the   spring   of   1867  wiien  ri'hurlo',t/  `.=/eed,   I ounder  of  the  Albany   Journal  and

a  Republican  leader  of  the  period,   assured  editori&1  control  o±.  the  I?ew  York  ''Co!mii-

ercial  Advertiser",   he  said  in  his  introductory  article  \.'7ith  I.eference  to  the

criticism  for  the  long  evasion  of  aLrrest  on  the  part  of  Joha  Surra.tt:     '`The  distexper.ed

and  prejudiced  mind  and  action  of  Congress  cannot,  .perhaps,   be  better.  illustrated  than

by  reference  to  the  fact  that  a  member  of  the  committee  charged  \i;ith  the  inquiry

`!Jhether.  the  goverrment  had  made  proper  effor.ts  for  the  arrest  of  Surratt  reported,  .in

substance,   that  the  committee  had  no  evidence  t`hat  the  gover.nment  had  been  remiss,   yet

"its   suspicions  remain."     And  when  this  injustice  \f/as  pointed  out,   i,ir.   Bouti.'-;ell,   T`'/ith

.`±=.-111111
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whom  the  investigation  originated,   replied  that,   although  there  were  no  facts  to

justify  his   supposition,   the  3ecretar.y  of   L-,'ar,   the  Secretary  of  State,   and  t}ie

President,  /might  have  been  remiss.`   Now  it  has  been  judicially  established  that

in  the  conspiracy  `r/hich  resulted  in  the  assassinaLtion  of  President  Lincoln,   and  which

all  but  accoiiiplished  the  assassination  of  the  Secretary  and  Assistand  Secret&ry  of

State,   including  the  Vice-President  and  Secretary  of  `ifar,   Lincoln,   Johnson,   3ewar.d

and  Stanton,   were  marked  for  attack.     In  numbers  and  desperation  this  conspiracy  was

formidable  enough  to  accomplish  its  purpose.     And  yet  Congress  arraigned  the  very

persons  whom  Surratt  and  his  a,ssociates  intended  to  murder--one  of  whom  ainost

miraculously  survives--and  in the  absence  of  testimony,  and  in  the  last  hour  of  i}he

session,   endeavors  to  create  the  impression  that  the  persons  whom  furratt  intended

to  mul.der  "might  have  been  remiss"  in  pursuing  and  arresting  him!    All  this,   too  in

face  of  the  fact  that  the  goverrment  did  pursue  and  arrest  him,   and  that  he  was

i]nprisoned  almost  v/ithin  hearing  of  members  of  Congress  who  thus  shamefully  dis-

regard  truth,   justice  and  hurranity..„ .... "      (27)

There  is  no  doubt  that  both  Johnson  and  ,r-5ta.nton,   and  others  of  the  Con-

spiracy  trial  prosecution,   i`7ere  not  a.nxious  to  bring  Surratt  baLck  to  '+€!j'ashington  for

trial.     They  did  not  care  to  again  arouse  the  cricicisms  \e/hich  had  become  very

bitter  against  them  f or  the  execution  of  ;.inry  Surratt,  the  mother.

Then  there  was  the  matter  of  Bocth's  diary  \'/hich  the  prosecution  had  not

put  into  the  evidence  at  the  Conspiracy  Tri&1.     There  trad  been  no  point  to  gain  in

doing  so  as  it  did  not  incriminate  any  of  those  being  tried.     This  however  was  aL

mistake  for  it  was  soon  `-7hispered  that  it  did  incriminate  Je±`ferson  Davis  and  other.

Southern  leaders  and  then  tvhen  they  were  not  prosecuted  i or.  the   crime,   it  \!Jas

surmised  that  it  also  implicated  Johnson.     However,   Johason's  enemies  at   first

forgot  that  it  was  Stanton--now  Johnson's  eneiny ---.-Jho  was  responsible  for  not  using

the  diary.

Had  Booth's  own  statement  as  given  in  his  diary  been  put  into  evidence  at

the  Conspiracy  Trial,   the  door  would  not  have  been  left  open  i or  just  such  doubts,

-_
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just   such  accusations,   just   such  innuendoes  as  were  rrade  by  Co.ngressmen  Butler,

Ashley  and  Boutwell®       The  diary  waLs  fully  put  into  the  evidence  during  the

impeachment  invesi;ig3.tion  and  the   Johnson  opponents   f ound  no  ground  there  to  sustain

their  ci.iarges  either  against  him  or  the  Southern  leader.s.     John  Surratt  was  brought

back,  tried  and  I.eleased  and  still  there  I,.Jag  nothing  learned  that  would  incrimi}rate

these  parties.

The  fe&r,   however,  that   Surratt's  case  \i;ould  tend  to  re-open  what  had

become  knoi..in  as  the   "Judicial  :I,-:urder  of  LLrs.   Surratt",   were   fully  rea.1ized  and

Johason;   Stanton;   Holt,   the  Conspiracy  Trial  Judge;  and  Binghan,   the  Chief  Prosecutor,

were  subjected  to  a  criticism  which  has  not  materially  lessened  to  this  day.

During  his  campaign  for  Congress  in  1866,   General  Benjanin  F.   Butler  had

had  nothing  but  constant  vituperation  and  abuse  f or  Johnson.     In  his  speech  prosecut-

ing  Johason  at  the  Impeachment  Trial,   Butler  to  whom  the  rna.nagement  of  the  trial  had

fa,llen,   filled  the  air  "with  epithets"  and  "the  dome  shoo*  with  invective".     (28)

That  Butler  would  go  to  any  lengths  to  win  his  point  is   show-,in  b}'-  his

actions   in  hay  1868,   i.Then  the  impeachment   of   Johasori  was  voted  do-ir7n.     The  mane.gers

led  by  Butler  deciding  thaLt  there  ha.d  been  "inproper  or  corrupt  means  used  to

influence  the  detel`mination  of  the  Senate"  asked  for  and  obtained  authority  to  make

an  investigation.     Butler  "ransacked  the  telegraph  of fices  and  seized  private

telegrams;   in  an  under.hand  `FJay  he  obtained  possession  of  priva.te  letters,   in-nocent

letters  \'j'hich  however  were  i-irade  to  beaLr  a  sinister  inter.pretation  in  a  light  un-

dreaned  of  when  they  were  -iFJritteni   he  employed  spies  to  visit  the  rooms   of   Johnson's

defense  consul  and  search  the  waste  baskets  in  the  hope  of  f'inding  some  clue,   and

he  forced  officers  of  banks  to  disclose  the  accounts  of  their  customers,   but  he

found  nothing.
ut.

He  had  fully  employed^his  diabolical  cunning  in  his  ef f orbs  to  obtain

pr.oof  of  Johason's  complicity  in  the  assassination,   and  had  there  been  a  shred  of

evidence  he  not  only  would  have  found  it,   but  would  have  used  it  against  the

Presiddnt.
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General  Butler`  in  his  autobiography  published  in  1892,  iras,   in  fairness,

colxpelled  to  say,     "Johnson  had  been   suspected  by  many  people  of  being  concerned

in  the  plans  of  Bootb  against  the  life  of  Lincoln    or  ELt  least  cognizant  of  them.

A  committee--not  the  boar.d  of  managers--of  which  I  was  the  head,   felt  it  their

duty  to  nrake  a  secret  investigation  of  that  matter,  and  we  did  our  duty  in that

regard  most  thorc>ughly.     Speaking  f or  myself  I  think  I  ought  to  say  that  there

was  no  reliable  evidence  at  all  to  convince  a  prudent  and  responsible  man that  ther.e

wa.a  any  ground  for  the   suspicions  entertained  against   Johii,son."     (Z9)

Curiously  enough,
Zi

Constitut,ion,

.indrew  Johnson,according  to  /1  S.'t',I.   :-jrfiall  in  The  Atlanta

)  believed  that  his  enemies  Butler,   Boutwell,

Ash}ey  and  others  were  the  instigators  of  the  assassination.       The  writer  of  the

article  in  tt+;hich  this  claim  is  m&de,   sta,tes  that   he  was  employed  by  .'`|ndrew  Johnson

in  1872-3  \..Jhile  the  latter  wa.s  a  candidate  for  Congress,   to  go  over  the  documentary

deta.ils  of  the  a.ss&ssination  and  prepare  ans\T/el`s  to  the
`J

o|rmrges  T\unde  bY  the  OD9°A=##

candidate  who  had  insinuated  that  the  ex-President  might  be  guilty  of

iftyciirect¥¢#irfrtfi;hejudiciaimurdero"rs.3urratt.

coaplicity^and

"\-,rild  and  improbable  as  it  may  seem  to  state  it  now,"  this  writer  says,

"yet  the  truth  is  that  ,indrew  Johnson  cane  to  firmly  belic-;ve  that  the  assassination

conspiracy  was  really  suggested  and  engineered  unknown  to  Booth,   Payne,   Herold

:'itzerodt,  i-irs.   Surratt  and  others,   by  the  congressional  cabal  that  aftervrar.ds  held

control  of  that  body,   formulated  the  despicable  legislation  of  that  epoch,   sought

his  iinpeachmend  after  ha.ving  failed  to  compass  his  death  and  f inally  engineered.

Gra,nt  into  the  presidency  that  their  schemes  of  usurpation,  tyranny  and  plunder  might

be  approved  and  fully  exploited."

It  is  a  matter  of  quite  general  knowledge  that  Andrew  Johnson escaped

impeach.ment  by  one  vote,   it  may  not  be  kno`'m,   ho`,lever,   that  two  year.s  later  he  was

defeated  for  the  United  States  Senate  in  the  Tennessee  Legislature  by  but  one  vote

and  that  on  l'`iarch  4,   1875,   just  six  years   from  the  day  \'Jhen  he  I.©tired  as  president,

___      ___            _                        I-

&.
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a.a  an  United  States  Senator, . "Andrew  Johnson  reappeared  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate

and  \'7as  greeted  by  a  spontaneous  outburst  of  applause  f ron  the  crowds  assembled

in  gallery  and  corr.idor  to  do  him  honor."

l`Linny  of  those  who  voted  to   impeach  him  i.rjer.e   Still  in  luke   Senate  and

George  BoutvJell  who  had  displayed  so  much  enel.gy  to  prove  him  guilty  of  Lincoln's

murder  \ras  now  a  fellow  Senator.

As  Senator  Andrew  Johnson  went  back  to  his  desk,   `'7hich  his  admirers  had

covered  \-fith  flowers,   his  colleagues  flocked  arourid  him witii  congratulations  -

anong  them  some  of  those  very  Senators  who  had  voted  him  guilty  of  "hig}i  cr.imes

a.nd  misder!ieanors"  while  as  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  he  discharged

"the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office   of  President."     (30)
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