One of the Wasnington newspapers April 25, 1903. Col. Wood of the
Jecret Service and Supt. Capital Prison 1ueb (elipping in F.L.Bates’
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HOW JOHNSON ESCAPED.

On the evening of the assassination a lady frieud cailed on
vice President Johnson at the kKirkwood hotel, where he uade iis
home, aund insisted on his spending the evening in her company.

'he gallant Tennesseean wililiungly accepted the pressing in-
vitation. Before leaving the notei ne took the trouble to inform
the clerk that he would not return before morning. When Atzerodt
{who was detailed to kill Johnson; discovered that the room was
vacant, he reported the ract to iierold, Booth's lieutemant. Herold
went to the clerk of the notei to learn when johnson would reiurn.
He was told anot till morning. ‘hen Herold, first telling Atzerodt
to look out for nimself, nurriedly mounted nhis horse aud 1roue
rapidly to tiae navy yard obridge, where he uad previously agreed to
meet Booth. Thus, while thne keen-edged kuife of rayne was handled
with the vigor of a demon, and wnile tine iratal vullet of the assassiu
pooth had compieted its awful work on that awiul eveuing, totaily
Oblivious of tue fact that tie bluody work of thnat nignt nad made
him president of the uUnited States, Johnson was enjoyiug nimself
in the company oi nis fair friend.



