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mroughout  his  entire  life.  Abraham I,iricoln.s  physical

coul.age  was  as  great   and.  superb  as  his  rroral  courag6.     1.i,hen  Etr.  Pink©I.ton

and  Atr.   Judd  urged  the  President-elect  tc>   leave  for  =`-,-ashington  that  ni£,ht,

he  positively  refused  to  do  it.    He  said  he  her  made  an  engagement  to  as-

sist,  at  a  f lag-raising;   1n  the  I.orenoon  o±`  the  next  day  and  to  show  himself

to   the  people  of  Harrdrsburg   in  the   aLftermoon,  and  that  he  intended  to  keep

both  engagements.

At  Philadelpbia  the  Presidential  party  was  met  ty  i/Ir.   Seward.s

son,  Frederic.j[,  who  had  been  sent   to  war.n  L{r.  I,incoln  of  the  plot  against

his  life.     i,tr.   Judd.  Elr.  Pinkerton  and  fiH.   Lamon  figured  out  a  plan  to  talse

MI..   I.incoln  through  Baltimore  between  michight  and  daybreak,  when  the  would~

be  assassins  would  not  be  expecting  him,   and  this  plan  was  carried  out  so

thoroughly  that  even  the  conductor  on  the  train  did  not  know  the  president-

©1ect  was  on  board.

}`tr.   I,incoln  was  put  into  his  berth  and  the  curtains  dl`avm.    He  was

supposed  tc>  be  a  sick  man.     \then  the  condLuctor  cane  al.ound,   I,{r.   PiirKertcln

handed  him  the   '.sick  man'sW  ticket  and  ke  passed  on  without  question.



E= Tthen  the  train  reached  Baltiinore,   at  half.-past   three  o'clock

in  the  morning,   it  was  met  bcv  one  of  L'ir.  Pinkorton's  detectives.  who  reported

that  everything`  was  ''all  right,r'  and  in  a  short  time  the  party  w.a.s  speeding

on  to  the  national  capital.  where  I.ooms  had  I)eon  eng`aged  for  Llr.   I,incoln  and

his  guard  at  -t,',7illard's  Hotel.

Mr.   Lincoln  always  regretted  this   t.secret  passagew   to  Washing-

ton.   ±`or  lt  was  repugnant   to  a  man  o±`  his  high  courage.    He  had  agreed  to   the

plan  sixply  because  all  of.  his  friends  urged  it  as  .the  best  thing  to  do.

Page  497.

t,T,7ARN|NGS   OF  Ills,   "_GIG  DEAIH

t`ront  earl.v  youth,  Ltr.  I,incoln  has  presentiments  that  he

would  die  a  violent  death,  ol`.  rather.  that  his  final  days  would  be  marked

by  some  great  tragic  event.    From  the  time  of  I.is  f il'st  election  to  the

Presidency,  his  closest  friends  haQ  tried  to  make  him under.stand  that  he

was  ln  constant  danger  of  assassinatiori,`  but.  I.c)twithstanding  his  presenti-

ments,  he  had  such  splendid  courage  that  he  only  laughed  at  their  fears.

|Jurin£;  the   surmner  months  he   lived   at   the  Soldier.a  Home.   some

miles  from  T/'ashing`ton,   and  frequently  made   the  trip  between  the  Tithite  House

and  the  Home  without  a  guard  or  escort.     Secretary  of  'i'/ar  Stanton  and   {iJJard

I,anon.  Marsha,I  of  tbe  I)istrict.  were  almost  constantl.v-alarmed  over  A;1r.

I,ineoln.'s  carelessness  in  exposing  himself  to  the  danger   of  assassina.tion.

They  warned  him  time  and  atain.  and  provided  suitable  body-

guards  to  attend  him.    But  Mr.   I,incoln would  often  give  the  guards  the  slip,

and.  mounting  hl§  favorite  1.iding  horse,   "Old  Abe.W  would  set  otit  alone  after

dark  I.ron  the  \'`ihite  htouse  for  the  Soldiers'  Home.



\

- \thile  I.iding  to  the  Holne  one  nig`ht.  he  was  1.ired  upon  by

some   one   in  ambush.   the  bullet  passing  through  }iis  high  hat.     Ifr.   Liricoln

would  not  admit  that   the  man  wrio  i.ired  the   shot  had   tried  to  kill  him.    He

always  att,ributed  it  to  an  accident,  &r,d  begged  his  I.riends  to  say  nothing

about  it.
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Probably  one  reason  why  ivlr.   I,incoln  di`d  not  particularl:,,'  care

to  go  to  the  theatre  that  night  was  a  sort   ol-half-.  promise  he  had  }nade  to

his  friend  and  bodyguard,  I`jlarshal  I,aman.     Two  days  previous  he  had   sent

Laiiion  to  Richmond  on  business  connected  with   a  call   of  a Cjonvention  1.or  re-

construction.   Before   leaving,1'\tr.   Lalnozi  saw  Hr.  Usher.   the   E;'ecretar.v   o±.   the

Interior.   and  as`ked  him  to  persuade  Llr.   Lincoln  to  use  more  caution  &`L)out

his  personal  safety.   and  to  go   out   as   little  as  possi`ble  while  I,anon  was

absent.     Together  they  went   to  see  I.`'[r.   Ijincoln,   and  Ijamon  asked   the  presiaent

1±-.  he   would  make  him  a  promise.

ill   thirfuc  I  can  venture  to   say   I   will."   said  LEI..   Ijincoln.     'l\that

is  lt?''

'tpromise  me  that  you  will  not  go  out   after  nifht  while  I  am

gone,"  said  I`,'Ir.   I,anon.   "particularl®v  to  the  theatre."

ltr.   I,ir^coln  turned   to  Pv?r.   {Tsh9r   and   said:   nusher.   this  I,oy   is

a  monomaniac   on   the  subject   of  ray  Safety.     I   can  hear  him  or  hear  o±.  his  being

around  at  all  tines  in  the  niE`ht,   to  prevent   somebody  from  mul.derinfi  rrB.     Fe

thinks  I  shall  be  killed,  and  vi.e   thick  he   is  €oir.f`  crazy.     \that  does  arLv  one

want   to  assassinate  me  I-or?     If  any   one  wants  to  do  so,  he  can  do  it  any  day

or  ni€`.,ht   if  he   i;  ready  to  give  his   life  for  mine.     |t  is  nonsense."

2Ir.  Usher   said  to  Far.   I,incoln   that   it  was  well  to  heed  Lemon.s

warning,   as  be  was  throun  among  people  from Whom he  had  better  op.ool.tunities



EE to  know  about  such  matters  than  almost  an.v  one.

"tvell,"   said  Z`giv.   Lincoln  to   Lemon.   ''|  promise   to  do   the  -oest

I  can,


