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i,.{hile   in  certain  directions  the  plans  o±`  the

conspirators  were  being  thvi'arted.   other  schemes  were  inaug.urated

which  were  dastardly   acid  villainous   in  the  ejLtreme.     One  source

of   in±.ormation  as.   tc   such  plans  was   our  cop.sul  at  Halifar.  who

reported  as  follows:

Halil.ax,   I`:ova  I:cotia.
i:ov9f.freer   1,    1664.

Hon.   `,i`v'm.   H.   Seward.   :-`ecretary   oI.   State:

It  is  secretly  as:erted  by  secessionists  here

that  plans  have  beeri  formed  alid  will  -be  carried   into  execution

by  the  rebels  and  their  allies,   1.or   setting  f ire  to  the  princi-

pal  cities  ln  the  Northern  States  on   the  day  of  the  President.i&1

Election.
J\,I.   ill.   Jackson,

United  States  tJonsul.
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Vague  rumors  of  a  plot   to  kidnap  or  assassinate  the

President  had  previousl.v  reached   the   '+C,Tar  Department,  but  hat  been

given  little  credence  until  just  about  this   time  a photograph  of

Lincoln  had  been  received  by  i-i,.rs.   I,incoln  throu£'h  the  mail  which

showed  red   ink-spots  on  the  shirtfront,  witb  a  rope  around  the  neck,

the  ends  being  draun  tautly  upward.     On  one  o±`  hi.s  visits   to   the

cipher-room  I,incoln  drew  this  photog`raph  oat  of  his  high  hat  and  told

us  that  it  had  caused  I,trs.   I,incoln   some   anxiety  which  he  did  not

share.   as  he  her   long   a€`o  beccme   accustomed  to   seeing'`  caricatures

of  himself .     He   added   some  words  oi.   surprise  and_  sorrow  that   an$7

human  .being  could  be   so  devoid  of  feeling..   as  thus   to  wound   the  heart

of  an  irmocent  woman.

A  duplicate  of  this  mutilated  picture  of  Lincoln  came  by

chance   into  the  possession  of  dckert  under  the  fcllowin€.  circumstances.

:`,7,hlle   on  his  way   to   Jortlandt  t=treet  Ferry  on  I`Tovember  26.1864.,

Eckert  found  in  a.  street  car.  an  ungealed  envelop  containir.g.   among

ot.her  pa;pers  a  letter  giving  directions,  evidentl.v  referring  to  a

kidnapping`  plot  and  also  a  picture  o±.  Lincoln  with  a  rope   ar.ound

his  neck  and  red  ink-marks  on  the  bosom  of  the  shirt.     ri'hese  papers

were  afterward  discover.ed   to  belong   to  fJayrie.   the   assassin,   -see

Chapter  =exvII.


