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- Copperhiead 1
ROM RICHMOND. gamtio deviccs cicic Tevel friends aze =
| yesort 400 assist them in thist efforiy to bewboozie sud
detruy azedulous and unwary eleetors in the North.
.. In & fermer commurication Istated that e plan had
o 2% subifanted 10 the Rebel War Department by Col
Margrave, who had been for a consillerable time an |
emissary in tho, Nerth, to Xidvap President Lincoln |
sod carry him to Richmond, or if it should be found
tmposaible to escape with him to the Rebel lines to
aseaseinate him. Owing to a change in the position of
| she armies about this time the plan proposed was ren-
dered lmpractieable. ‘
In the early part of November, and only a few days
befero he waa seat North, Col. Margrave submitted
enother plan, the details of which may be interesting to
the reader. To give the plan in minuti®e would oscupy
too mueh spaee, and a digest of it will prove quite intel-
ligible,
Cne hundred and fifty picked men were to go secretly
North, and take quarters in Washington, Georgetown,
DESTITUTION INRICHMOND. } Bemmort?. anc} Alexandria, 80 as to be able to commu-
| wieate daily with each other ; and upen a day fixed by
their leader, were to assemble in Washington, for the
purpose of making the seisure. The President, it was
W ASHINGTON, March 15, 1854, em?ned, conld he‘emil-y seized at a qyiet hour, at the
3 ¢ 3 | White House, or in going to or returning from chupch,
A few Weeks ago I had the pleasure of expos-| . o; some other favorable occasion, and thrust into a
bg & bogne lester W\‘Hfhod by Z'e Daily News, PUr | sarringe and driven off. The earriage was to be joined,
perting 1o have been wriltem by T. Butler King of o goy miles out of the city, by twenty-five or thirty
Georgia. ‘This letter, as I then stated, formed a port, | yrmed men, on horseback. It was proposed to drive to
et enly a.part, of a scheme devised by Rebel politi- yogian Point, about twenty five miles south of Wash-
dame 0 Richmond snd Copperhead Waders in the North ingion, on the Potomsc—two or three relays of feet
# mako political. enpital for ihe great Peace Party. ' morees being statiomed on the way—where a boat was to
fhey knew it weuld be readily inferred by the North-  yein waiting to eross the river, and land the captive a
mn people that so distingnishad a statesman and shrewd . gow miles south of Occoquan, when it would be an easy
spalitician a8 Mr. King would not, especially whilo 8| mefter for his ceptors to work their way with him
pandidate for oilive, openly write a letter expressing a| hrough the woods by night into the Rebel lines. To
fssive on certain’ terms to sheath the sword and restore | prevent pursuit, every bridge between Washington and
0 Union, unless theve were thousands npon thousends | IndiantPoint was te be mined beforehand, and blown
o ofibers in the Confederacy entertaining similar senti | up a# soon as the captive and his captors had orossed.
; and, they expected, after creating this impres- | Huge frees were also to be ready cut and thrown across
! to be shie, by publivhing from time to time other | the road in various places, as soon as they had passed,
1§ documents of siniilar tenor, to cenvince a great/ by men stationed glong for the purpose, who were after-
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have had occasion in geveral of my letters to speak
of Col, Margrave, and it may not beamiss to ofter a
fow obzervations specially in régard to him. * Mar-
@ravo,” I have heard stated on good anthority, is
werely o nom de guérre, assumed by him on joining
Walker's Expedijion to Centra) Amezica, and reyived
by him at the commencement of the present war. He
is a native of S8outh Carelina, and according to the same
anthority kis real name is Rhett. He was ot ono time a
member of Beauregard's staff, and at the baitle of
Shiloh was shot through the body and cwrried off the
field for dead. Unfortunately lifo was not extinet, and
he is again working to destroy hia country. He is one
of the moet cool and reckleps villains in the Confed
eracy—one who can smile, and murder while he smiles.
For & villainous and desperate enterprise, no betfer
leader could be fourd, Teds now in the Canadas, and
I verily believe for the purpose of heading a gang of
desperadoes to commi$ some deprodation on our
froutier, He has numerous friends in Baltimors, and X
Ieard him boast that he had put up at she most publie
hotels, and walked the most pubMo streets of that city,
without the slightest fear of detection.

There has boen a great deal of d ssion in the Rebel
Cabinet during the past six or eight months as to the
propriety and expediency of arming the slaves. Gove:
Shorter of Alabama, Brown of Georgia, Bonham of
South Caroling, Pettus of Misslssippi and many other
distingnishad Rebels have addressed letters to the Rebel
Pregident in favor of the proposition. Gov. Drown
urged that the large accessions to the slave population
of his State rendered it necessary that the emigrants
should be provided for in some way by the Government,
as there was little or no amployment for them, and many
of them were in a sturving eondition, and ke knew of no
way in which they eould be so profitably used as in the
army. Messrs. Seddon, Memminger and Watts long
ago declared themselves in favor of such a measure,
while Benjamin, Malory and Reagan expressed them-
setves in opposition to it.

The opposition of Mr. Benjamin, however, is not
very great. He merely argues that the necessity has
not yet arisen for the adoption of so desperate an expe-
dient, but he says when it is proved that they have not

mess of the Nertharn poople that this Administration is| wands to separate and escape as best they conld.
groshonting the war unnecessarily, and that peace and| 7The Seeretary of War thought this scheme might
#h¢ UVnion cotid be restored without further bloodshed { mucoeed; but he doubied whether such a proceeding
by slecting & Peace candidate to the Presidency, &c. | would b8 of a militazry character and justifiable under
Awong the other doonments prepared and sent North | ®he laws of war. He promised, however, to consult the
with this lotter was a petition, or what purported to be | President and Mr. Benjamin; but what conclusion was
@, 0 be presentad to Congress, signed by a large’| amived at T am unablo with certainty to say. Abouta
ssniber of Southerners, praying that Commissionars bet week, however, after the plan was submitted, aud the
semt, of recrived by the Fedoral Government, or that | same day that Col. Margrave left for the North, I asked
allthe States might be convoked in Convention, to ne-| Mr. Wellford, who is familiar with all the secrets of the
M terms of peage, on the bazis of reconstruction, Dt'partment, if the plan had been adopted, and he
This patition, after a long preamble, continued ** There. | adswered, ** You will see Old Abe here in the Spring as

-fore we, the nndersigned, loyal citizens of the United
Biates, pray,” &o.

To obtain signatnres for ihis document, s petition of
very different import, apparenily designed for presenta- |
Sion %o the Kebel Congress, was prepared with several

of foolseap pasted together attuched to it, upon
E'i the elghidis ware to put thoir nemes, Dunlicates
were made and left- at several bar-rooms in Richmond, |
and & man was stationed with one in the vestibule of
the Post-Office to sokiclt signwiures; and copies pre-
pared iy the samie siyle were scnt to trusty persons in
all the principal citiga of the South. Signers were re-
qapeted fo write théir pluces of residence opposite thelr
sames, ‘which was uniformly dome. I this maucer

mure 88 God.” A few days afierward I wasseni to
Aflanta, and never roturncd to Richmond to hear abont
#he matter,

But this is not the only scheme by any means that has
been devised for kidnapping onr President, Last Sum-
mer a elub or society of weallhy oitizens of Richmond
“was formed for the purpose of raising a fund for this
@bject, Circnlars were sent to trustworthy citizens in
eyery other city and town in the Confederacy, invit- |
ing colperation in the grand undertaking, and an im-/
menge sum of money was subscribed. The firm of|
Maary & Co., bankers, in Richmond. subscribed $10,- |
000, and Sumner & Arents, auctioncers, subscribed

,000; and I have Leard on good authority that there
were several in the capital who subseribed evea more

woveral ‘Mhonsand siguatares were proeured from all
pests of the Confederacy. They were afterward detached
from the petitian to which they had been aig@ed and ap-
pendedtothe peiition Jor peace. to be presented to the Fea®

lberally than the parties named, but who they were I
did not learn. One man of Charleston, 8. C., whse
wme T haye forgotten, subscribed §20,000. It was pro-
posed, when all was ready, to obtain a furlough for

@ol Congress, , .| Mosby, and make him leader of the enterprise.
The docmsenta wese prepared with the same general  wop..) .. ¢hoge gohemes have been abandoned, or

vlow, but as it s probahlo that the sad fate of the King gopop 4 kidnappers are only awaiting a favorable
lettex will induce their possbasors to Whe th‘?m for W"A‘"'”' ®jportunity to exeeute them, remains to be seen; but
POpEE, o leave thom to rush and mildew in ObSOUNitY, | eetgin it is that too much caution cannot be observed
2 will not ppend time to deseribe them. T have referred, py4p, Presidenty oz $he military. commandety sthilomsd
ihs petiiion in eonnection with the King letter the| g¢pe Capital. -

Ware fully to show the duplicity and grrant knavery of

| white men enough to carry the war to a suocessful
| ssue, be will advocate the arming, if necessary, of
| avery able-bodied negro in the Confederacy. Itis un-
derstood that the Rebel President’s views on the sub-
jeet eoincide with those entertained by Benjamin.
There can bo no doubt that as a dernier resort the Rebels
will try the experiment, dangeromng as it may be, of
arming their ‘‘ negro property.”

In truth there are a congiderable number of negroes
peariog arfss in thé Tebel army now.. Lhey are not go
emplogdd by any order of the War Department, nor are
they gencrally formed in companies by themselves, but
when they fight they fight side by side with the white
soldier, These negroes for the most part belong to the
officers and men of the commands to which they are at
tached. Im the Confederate service a private may, if he
choose, be accompenied by a servant, on paying a oer-
tain gum for his rations. This is not allowed by any re-
gulation, but is a privilege that has been permittod from
the beginning of the war; and in the eavalry especially
a large number of the men, as well as the offloers, have
their servants to feed and take ocareof their horses.
cook, and do such chores as may be required of them,
Many, in fact most of these negroes haye been favorites
with their young masters at home and are greatly at-
tached to them, and if given a swig or two of Rebel
lightning (corn whisky) are ready to fight to the death
by their sides,

‘When an ongagement is about to take place such of
these negroas as are willing to fight are eguipped snd
go into battle with their masters. In Mareh last I was
sent as courier by the Secretary of 'War to Gen. J. E.

uart, and was w mand In Cel. Oweu's
(the 3d Virginia) regiu , belonging to Fitzhigh Les's
brigade, at the battls of Kelly's Ford, Thias regiment
is a very arisiocratie one, being composed of young

nt




men, nearly every one of whom claims to be of an F. F.
V., and there are fully s quarter as many negro servants
in the command aa soldiers. At the battle referred to,
these megroes foaght magnificently by the side of their |
masters, and several of them were killed. The ser |
of Mo(.“scl‘mn, Adjutant of the regiment, dis;
tion that chalie
of all who saw ‘him, and the day after the fight he|
received from Col. Owen the pxr‘wm. of a hundsomu
sword for his brav

This Adjntaat McClellan, by the by, is & first cousin
of Gen. George B. MeClellan, the Union hero of the
seven days’ battles around Richmound. He is a fac-simile
of the General, at least in appearance, and for his devo-
tion to the Rebel cause was recently );mmnt«l to Major
on Gen. Stuart's staff,

But #o retarn for a moment to the negro soldiers:
Gen. Bragg, in a communication to Mr, Seddon, stated
that at the battle at Stone’s River four companies of ne-
groes, which had been formed out of servants attached

my, and officered by white men, condunoted

ves with great credit, exhibiting a fearless de-

termination not excelled by the best soldiers of his com-

mand. He recommended the immediate organization

of 200,000 soldiers of this olass, to be distributed in

| companies and ‘regiments in the armies then in the
| field.

But yon may rest assured that, although there are a
few slaves who would fight for their masters in aid of]
the Rebellion, that nine ont of ten of them have now

so of freedom to assist in riveting tighter

the chains of bondage upon themselves and fellows; and
I believe thet the arming of 200,000 of them would, in
fect, be cqual to an addition of 300,000 soldiers to onr

npression appears to prevail in the North that
the Rebels are preparing to evacnate Virginia; but I
kuow, or at least I am confident, that such is not the
cage. That they will remove their Capital I haye no
doubt, but you may depond that they will hold Virginia
until expelled foot by foot by the Northern armies.
Gen, Lee would not listen for a moment to the volnm:u 44
abandonment of the State,

take ahont th

A'\xl e, a:zd his brot irginians, what
would hocume of the Rebellion & X

At ne of Stoneman’s raid in Msy last,. Rich-
mond was considered in danger, and the citizens were
convoked by placards carried about the streets by me-
groes, andwther calls, in Capitol Squs

were addressed by Gov. Letcher, Mayor Muvo .md
other prominent Rebels, who
uelvcs into companies and ref'lme.-zts for de

They declared that if the city «

the State could not be held, and that if the bmt‘- ware

aba néd the Virginia soldiers would fight no
d € eracy would fall, ILetcher said that the
Virginia soldiers would feel, if their State should 5
thai there was nothing left for them to fight for.
would not be blind enough to hope that if lest, it cot_ul
be regained. You may, therefore, depend that the
1l defend Virginia with the desperation of des-|
; but let them be driven beyond its boundaries, and
1t of ten of the Virginians will gladly ayil them-|
I the President's Amnesty Proclamation in order
Virginia be reclaimed, and the Confed-
nble like an inverted cone.
il be; made this Spring to drive

d the admiration| t

, | country.
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front of Graut by the 1st of April, and unless the latter
is heavily retinforeed, all that has been gained in that

rogion may be loat.
But Roebal offisors are confident that if the
hould obtain a foothold im Northern Geargia,

yuld never be able to penetrate to the inserior of |

Fortifications of a formidable character
Lave already been thrown up around Atlanta and De-
and at every point ulong the Chattahoochee
r (which runs twetve or fifteen miles north of At-
lanta), at which an army could possibly be crossed, ex-
tensiv ¢ have becn arcoted. The
physical labor en these works wus, of course, performed
exclusively by negroes.

A short sime ago the mmnigipal amtherities of Rich-
mond tendered Gen. Lee $60,000 to enable him to pur-
chase a residence in that eity, and wo learn from the
Rebel papers that the great hero and patriot declined
the gifi, preferring that the amonnt should be expended
for the benefit of the soldiers in the fiekd. But I hap-
pen to know that motives other thgn those of patriot-
ism and an affectionate regard for his soldiers prompted
Gen. Lee to refuse the mnnificent offer,

A oconyersation which oconrred between Mrs. Lee
and her friend Mrs, Vanghn, which I heard the latter
innocently repeat in presence of a dozen persons, will
diselose the truejreason of the General's declining the
handsome present. It was well known for a considera-
ble time before the authorities took formal action in the
matter that they intended sguch a gift for their favorite
General; and Mys. Vaughn on calling on Mrs. Lee in
her humble japartments, congratulated her on the
prospeet of her soon occupying am elogant mansion
again, Mrs. Leo knowing that her frlend alluded to the
contemplated present from the city, replied that she did
not expect to ocoupy more commodious quarters daring
the war—that the General would not receive, if offered,
a residence in Richmond—that they had been obliged to
abandon one home, and that as the fate of the city was
yot undecided and uncertain, they might if they had a
residence there be compelled to abandon that alse; and
that they prefarred to live as they were living, ready to
leave without loss or care if the chances of war should
require them fo do‘'so. She said if after the war the
country desired to reward the General for his labors
and sacrifices, its gratefal  offers would Mkely be ao-
cepted,

It is clear enough that Gen, Loe's patriotism dees not
render him eo indifferent to his own persomal welfare as
fie would like te have it believed. He evidently appro-
hended that a residence in Richmond would not long be

e Sta

oatar;

Rive

works for

| of value ar service to him; and he saw that by declining
[ to receive the sum tendered him to purchuse eme, and

4 | suggesting that the amount be expended for his poltlien.
he would inerease his popularity with his army, and

add to his already groat reputation for patriotirm and
a readiness to sacrifice everything for the benefit of his
Beside, Gen. Lee ia shrowd enough to under-
stand that if the Rebellion should succeed, this spirit of
salf-denial displayed by him would be remembered in
his favor; and that instead of #60,000, in almost worth-
less Treasury notes, a grateful comntry would reward

? hintto ten times $hat extent,

But the misfortnnes and losses of Gon, T.ee, which he
and his friends are pleased to call sacrifices to a noble
couse, groat as thoy may be, are but a merited punish-
ment for bis tregson; and yet they do not exceed the
lossos smstained by hundreds of innocent people who

ern Georgia and Southern|have beer reduced by the war from afluence to poverty.
he occupation of Chattanocoga by the| There ave many familiss in Richmond, who have never

ts created great consternation among the Rebel
authorit The Secrotary of War stormed like a mad-
man. XHe ared that they might better have lost
Richmond or Charleston, than to have allowed the
enemy to obtain a foothold at Chattanooga, thus placing
at his meroy the fertile valleys of Northern Georgia and.
Alabama, and that he must be driven back, regardless
of the cost. The wholesale conseription which is being
mercilessly enforced throughout the Confederacy will
enable the Rebelp to concenirate an immense army ip

|| must reserve the sub

1

| voluntarily aided the Rebellion, living in garrets, wit

scarcely any furniture, without the means of procuring
a repast of the most frugal kind suffcient to allay the
cravings of hunger, who, before the war, occupied
splendid mansions, surrounded by all the comforts and
luxuries wealth could prooure. Ladies who three years
ago scarcely knew how to hem s handkerchief, are
forced to solicit from heartless Jews and tradesmen sew-
ing, for which they receive a miserable pittance, in view
of the exorbifant prices charged for everything neces-
sary for theim subsistence; and they mey be seen lng-
ging great bundies of soldiers’ clothing and uniforms
whieh, in times past, they would hardly have allowed &
favorite servant to trudge with along the public streets.

I have seen ladies in the most publio street in the city,
attired in silk dresses and mantillas, and rich-looking
bonnets, of patterns worn by the fashienable three
years ago, without shoes or stoekingsto their feet—with
their feet proteeted only by common rags, sewed
together something like mocoasins; and on more than
one occasion I have seen them dressed in this way with
their feet entirely naked. These were not women of
bad character, but ladies, who have been reduced by
the Rebellion to poverty. Their dresses, bonnets, and
shawls, not being severely taxed with wear, remain to
them, while their shoes and stockings, subjected to daily
service, have been worn away, and they are without
tho meaus to pay the exiravagant prices demanded for
new ones. .

I intended to give you a picture of the condition of
things in Richmond, of its mystéries and miseries, but
my eommunication hes attained so great length that I
ct for my next letter,




