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John  '.'v'ilkes  Booth,   the  assassin  of  President  Lincoln,  has  at

last  been  hunted  from  his  hiding  place.   and   in  attempting   to  es`ca.pe .has

been  shot  and  killecl.    His  despel.ate  flight  are  resistance  until  shot

give  an  additional   interest  to  the  history   of  the  desperado  made  notcil.-

ions  and   infamotis  by  his  cowardly  assassination  of  the  PI`esident.

John  Ti'7ilkes  Boc,th.   the  third  son  of  Lucius  Jur.ius  Booth.

the  celebrated  actor,  was  born  on  'lme  ±`arm,"  his  father.s  estate,  noar

Baltimore,   ir.1838.     Iie  made  his  I.irt`t   appearance  on  the   stag,e   in  1855.

under  the  name  of  ',.i'llkes`.   as  Richmond,   in  llichard  Ill.   at  the  St.   Charles

theatl.e,   Baltimore,  being.   then  t`ut   seventeen  }7ears   of   age.     rje   su-use-

a.uently  .made  8  I.e€ular  debut  under  his  proper  name  in  Phil&delrjhia,   but

did  riot  meet  with  the   success  his  youri€   a.mLtit,lop,  had   ar,ticipated.   |n   185S

he  went   t,o  i?.ichmond.,   Virginia,   as   a  stock  actor  in  George  Kunkel.s   com-

pony.  but  his  vicious  disposition,   offensive  manners  and  intemperate

habits  not   onl}7  retarded  his   soccess  professionall.v,  t)ut   sociall57.   and

his  popularity  was  conf ined  to   the   class  of  young   desperados  who  haunt

Southern  cities   in  f:rest  numbers.     He  habitually  went   armed,  antTj  was

often  led  by  his  dissipation.  int,o  numerous   quarrels.     Ijeaving  iticrmond

in   ls60,   he  went  to  ir'.ontgomery.  where  he  was  eng.aged   as   "leading   mani.

at  the  A{ontgctmery  theatre.     i,',nile  her`e  his  hatits  of  dissipation  did

not   ixprove.     In  1861  the  pistol  which  he  €.1ways:  car.ried  accidentally

exploded,  wounding  him  severely   in  the   leg.     He  was   ±`c,reed  to   at.andon

the   stage  for  a  time.   and  came  North.     :I.,hen  he  had  recc)vered  he  played

star  engagements  in  this  city,  Boston.  Philadelphia,  baltimore  a]id  'i'/ash-

ington  -his   last  appearance  pl.ofessionally  beirk.   at  I:`ord.s   thea,tre.
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`- Washington.  in  the  part  of  Pescara.   in  the  Apostate,  for  the  benefit  of

Joseph  I.Iccullough.     this  was  but  a  short  time  previous  to  the  fearf.ul

tl.agedy  in  whicb  he  engaged  at  the  same  theatre  on  the  night  of  April

14,   1865.

It  is  no.w  known  th€-it  after  conmitting   the  deed,   wi'iich  I.e-

sulted   in  the  death  o±.  the  i'resident,  Booth,   in  attempting`  to  escape,

was   throwri  from  his  horse   and  broke  his   leg.     So   admira.ble.  howevei..

were  the  arrangements  of  his  numerous  accom.p.Iices,   that  he  was  still

enabled  to  get  of±'  safely,   and,   iri  si]ite   of  the  vigorous  pursuit   of

the  goverrment  detectives.   to  cross   the  J7otomac   and  Raj]pchapnock  rivers

before  being`  captu_I.ed  ol'  killed.

In  persc.n  Booth  was,  not   tall.   but  handsomely  fol'med.  with

regular  features  and  i`ir.e  Corriple]r.ion.     His  hair,   jet  black  and  gloss}7.

curled  slightly.  and  set  off  ir,  i.irie  relief  a, high,  intellectual  I.ore-

head,   and  a  face   full  o±'   intelli€\erice.     Both  chin  and  nose  were  mar-_bed

prominent,   and  the  firm  set  lips  a,rd   lines  about  the  mouth  indicated

fil.mness  o±`  will,   decision  anG  resolution.     I~=e  v,.as   scrupulously  neat   in

his  dl.ess,   and  selected  his  habit  v,'ith  a  rare  perception=  of  wtiat  was  be-

coming   to  his  f iEure  and  complexion.     I`:e  \rould  iJass   anywhere  I.or   a  neatl.v

though  not   over-dressed  man  of  faction.     Fe  was  unmarriec^   and  much  g\iven

to  amours.     It  was  said  that  he  was  an  opium  eater;   but  it  is  only  certain

that  h©  frequent,ly  drali^k  to  ey+cess.     lie  was   a  dead  shot.`  a  I'ine  i.enter,   a

thoroug`h  horseman,   and  a  master  of   the  da€`ger  or  bowie-kni±'e.    I+s  per.sonar

t]ravery  was  never   questioned.     It  has  been  stated  by   I.=,I.ashington  papers,

witF.  an  air  of  authority,   that  at  the  time  o±.  his  murder  of   the  i.]resident

he  held  a  cormission  in  the  I.ebel   army  as   lieutenant   coloriel,   T[)ut   if   so,

the  appointment  was  oi.  course  a  secret   save   to  a  few.


