
fry.  Fred I.  Black,

:1=rrf:®E%!rd§LfaF.
World'S "r,  H.T®

882  C®Bt
»ev mch®ll®,  H.Y®,

June  3,  19se®

...     `.                       .                     `.-``

TFffft®;ft®

Dear Hr.  maok8

Havlag  earefu]ly read  and  re-read the photoet&tl®  o®pleB

of  your  artl¢1®91n  the Dearborn  Ind®p®ndeHt,  d®allng  ultb the Booth

legend,  I an  o®nvinoed that  lt  soggSBt8 the potentlalltLeg  of  an  ®=-

oltlngly outhorlt&tlTe  and  final-eay book oD  the  ®toje€t®  I  say
"®ueeegtg"  aellber&t®ly  and  adT18edly  beoenLg®  ny  eDthuslaan 1g  not

llulted to  the  8topy that  theg®  Boattesed  and  not  oompl®to  pa6ea
tell,  but  arlBes  from a o®trvlotlon  that  theae  iniet  be a great  deal
daor®  dBaterlal  1n  your  po8ee3alon  or  liL  the  poBse891on  of  the  Ford

®rgaBlzatlen  that irlll  gegive  a8  a ba918  for  a  tb®r®ugh  alrlng  ®f

thle  faultactl®  epl8od®  1EL  AnerLoan  hlstory®

Parenth®tloally.  the  mterhal I  have  ngiv  19 not  ln  nll
®entimlty form,  beeeng® the  lganeB from ¥_yL£±L±|8±.~.±e  F_qu_a.._e+

F®br'uary  e,1986,  are  nlegmg1985.art.#EF||±;9P9.~-~me+±£ayara-a_t9+eef!`P~g!e=g¥_!.i+?.i

Hot  only have  I read the material  you tuned  over to in
but  I have  md®  a  oureory &ad  t®ntatlve  gtudy  of  the  field  of reo®ne

llteratun  on  the  gubj®®t.  It  BeemB  to pe  that  auob books  aB  "Ibe

in Who  Killed IiLpe®Ln"  and  ®therg "hloh profe8e  t®  reT®al  "inBm®

8tmff"  on  The  a8sasl"tlon  plot  do Eat ®oxpar® ulth  your  Btory.  I

gay thlg a® one who  has had ptibllshed ttr..  r®lattrchy  8u®o®sgful

books  and  who  i8  quite  avaee  of the  demands  and poBBLbllltleB  of

the  preg®fit  book q[a]rke€.  Host  of  the  r®¢ent  artlolea  and  bcoke  on

\
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the  gtLbject  are  based  to  an  unoorf®rtablo  degree  on  gtie8ggivork®

vberea8  your mat®rlal  aprlngg  fran  aolra  lgiveatigatlon,  re9e&roh

art  reporting.
Aeld®  from  the face  that,  1n  paeparln€  Bueh a  book,  ve

ean  SerT.  a  high patrlo¢1o  ptixpo8e---end  that.  to mo,  19  ®ztpemerty

lmportaDt---I thlats ve  have  the  ohan®®  to  mke  lt a  tbrllllng  and
®zcltlng  Story trlth p®ptilar  appeal.  I  agr®® ulth you  thoronghly

tb?t  lt  should b®  treated  as a  nyBt®ry ®tory--a nyctery  ge®rp ®f

faot.  We  have  tvo  threads  running through  this bcoks   (a)  the

det®¢tlve  m®tlv®,   ghonlng' how the  B®oth legend  uas  run  dam  t®

earth  and  (b)  the  mth®rle&tlve  Story  Of  Booth  and  hle  oohorte,

from  th®1r  aate®ed®ntB,  ®n  througiv  their  n.Btal  d®T®lopqDent  and

dove  to  th®1r  o&p`tune,  or  ®co&p®  or  o®nTlotlon  after  the  aBs&ein-

atlono
I  appreolate  the  fact that,1n vrltlng the  artl®leB  for

the  O®arbcDn  Ind®p6ndont,  you  Dode8tly  rofr&ined  from stressing

the  work of treekln6  dcMn theg®  fa¢te about  Booth;    Ehat  speaklne

objectlv®ly,  a.a a  potentlch writer ,of  this pro3eot®d book,  I  tblBk

that  the  faot8  of  how  that  traoklng  doun w&8  eff®oted  1g .of  the  ut-

qrogt  lmportano®  from  a  *d®t®®tive-gtoryf'  adgle.  I  thinls  that  ln

thlg  book  cr®dlt  should  b®  glvon wh®ae  ¢pedlt  1g  due---1f  that  1g

not  &gainet  your per8oml wh8h®e  or  the  poll®r  ®f  the  organlzatloB

that  really gere lqpetu8 to thlg romrkchle  lnvestlgation.
So  far  &s  arranging publleation  of  the  book  ls  oob¢®m®d,

thaLt  ls  a detail  wmchs  a8  you  are veil  aware  yourself,  ie  of

rdDor  lxpDrtenoe®  Bobbsllferrlll  would  €r&b  at  the  chance,  a8 would

the others.  But  before  any  one  of  them  are  all®med  t®  make  a  deal

I  frou]ia  like  to propere  a  thorough outlln®S  b®8ed  on  more  material
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then  18  now  in ny  po8sesBlon.

Flmlly,  let  me  say that  I am more  enthuslastlc about
thl@  project  than  I  have  beezL about  eLnytHng  else  that  bag  o®me  ny

vey  for  some  time.  Ag  I  said before,  we  bare,  firgt  ®f  all.  a  good

story;  s®eondly,  we  have  the  opportunity to  Serve  a  glGplficaBt

patriotlo  p`ixposei  finally,  we can  coDtrlbute  to  the  literature  of
AmerlcaLna  a  sobataptlal  and lasting  &oouent.

slrofepelJ.


