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CHAPTER     XXI.
D®Prca.ion of Spirit at the North-LiDcoln.a `.i9it  to tl]o front-F,nthu8ia8m

of   black   troops-DiBpoBitioi)8  to   envelop    Pcterab`irg-Movement   o/.
22Dd of Juno-Advance towards  \\'cl`lon road-Gap between Sixth aa`l
Second  corps-Advontngo tal{cLi  by rebels-Lo88  tif  pristinc.rs fiti.I  #``ns

try Birmey-I.eo roturti8  ¢o  his  lit]e8-Furtber  movements  tif \\'riL!lit-
Di88.ti8factioti of  Mende--Wright'B worhiiig  parties  rtiai.h  tlio `Vcl`l()I}
road-ConnectioD betweeh P`ichmond and \Veldon interruijtet!-All xit tv
of I.ee-ComtematioD of  rebel *ovcrl]meiit-ThreoteniDg  movements of
Crant-OperatioD8 of I]uDter-Vigor of rebels-Sberidati'8  raid-B&tt)o
&t Trevilli&n etatioD-Defeat of  rebds-[] unter mo`'cB wcstw&r(I insti]all
ofeaetutheridaDreaolveetoreturn-FjL.htingof]2thof,ruiie-I)estructioii
of milroad-Circtlitou®  route of cavalry-Sheridan ri.aclic8 ``.l]ito Hou8u
-A\)ercrotl)bio iD  doll)ger-Shcrid.1n relieves  ,bin-I}attlo at  St.  N.`ry'8
oburch-Gregg  siLveB  the trains-Sl)eridan nrrive8 at  the James-M{jvt.-
ment  of  `Vil8ou  again®t  Soutl]8ido  and   Danvillo  rondo-Grant   directs
abandol]ment   of    all    nggrcssivo    operatioliB    out8itle    iif    Geor#ia   aiitl
Virgiliia-Sherlmn's  anxiety about  comtnunica`iom-I)ef.at  tif  Sturgis
iD   MiBei.sippi-Grant   woThiDg  out   liis   origil)al   plali-I:et)el   ca`.alry

pursue. Wil®oD-ADxiety of  Grant   autl  Meade-Dial)osititnis  to  8ucclir
Wil8ol-Wil8on'o  mid-Destruction  of   S(tutl]8ido  autl   I)alivillo  roatls
-Fighliog near  Not€owoy court-houee-Affair ot  Staunto]i t.i`-er brit]go
-Wil8on'e return-Battle at Rcatn'8 st8tiun-Wilson c|J)ili8c(l by iiifantry
ae well a8 cavalry-Rout of n.`eional ca`.olry-I.`ligbt of \\'i]sou-LtiBs t.i
gut).  and  mom-Arri`'aL  in  natiol)al  lille8-CauBo  of  disaster-I)amat{|.
inflicted ol]  eDomy-Uoe8 and  character of  raiil8.

TIIE   spii`it   of  tlie   N`)I.tli   \\.i`s  gl.(iat]}.  tli`prcssetl
when it was discovered  th{`t  lj.v  cl.ossing  tlic  James,
Grant   had   .1,bsolutely   inovcd   furtlici.   awi`.y   froiii
Richmond.      'J`he  stl`atcg`ic:Ll  ilili)oi`talice   of  tlio  )ic\\.

I)osition and of the milways ``.as not  ar)pareiit to the
unmilitary  niind,  wliich  only pt`l.ci.i`.ed  th{`t Pet,crs-
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llul.`L:`,  \\ill]   :\11    it*   \Wt.k*,    ll(i\\J'   I:\y   1)|`t\\'i`iLiL   (;I.;lilt   :iiitL

t],L.,,,, I.I.1,.;\l,it:,I,  ".I".I.I,:\*,  ;1   \,,l.(,k  1,1,``,,I.I,,   tlll,  I`:,ti(,,I:,I

;Li.lil).  ]i!\(I    I)(`(`iL    \\.i(]Lin   *i.`   ]]Lili`.i   (i(.  tlii`  in.iy,i`.          ]'htccs

:,lrt,,.I,    tl,,,    ( ,,., li ,,,, I.\,    itll:lgiTl"tit,ll    ),I ,,,.,,    htl.,),,Sly  th:`tl

:`t.]iiit`.i  ;    iL   \\.;`*    ]ti`t.Imitmtl    ttii   \\.liit.li   t]iiLi   l`i)':LL    lil.op]e

li(`   tlii!     `'tii.tli     ]I:`tL    *`It    t,lii`ii.    ]ii`.`i`t,s,   :`iitL    tlit>y  coultL

]i:\Hll}'   t'tmiin.\`lil.tMl    tl`:it    I.i`u's   :\]`Iiiy   \\':is   niorc   iiii-

iiortaiit,  tll{`li   :`li.y   to\\'ll,  or   cvcii   tli:`,t   by  (1estl.oyin`i!.
Lcc,    [{it.[]llLtil`(I   \\'()Lll{l  bc   si`c`ii.c(I.

'l`liu`  ]'i.|`sitlHit,  hou'i`vcr,   \vas  st:`utii.Ii,  i\Tid  cainc

t,t)  tliu  1.e,`t`uc  :it  ttlit.c.      As   sooii   as   liL`   s:Lw   clearly

]iiiii*t\lt.   t]ic   ii`ii.I)use    `if`    Gi.iiiit,     hu     tli*it:itc]ie(I    all

:i]iiii.t>viti.t+.  tiic,i*:``+"  ;   aiitL   tlic   nc.`t   d{i}',   iiilili`i`sscd  :1

]lul)lie    lllL`i`t,ill`Lr    :lt    Pllikldi`1|)1li:\,    in    tlli`sc    words  :
" We  al.c  Lroill:.r   through  with   om.  t,€`sk,  so  fur as  I

am  c.oni`ei.ii.`tl,  if   it   ti`kos   us  thi`i`c  yci`,i.s  limger.      I
l`:`,vc  liot   Lici`Ii   ill   the   li:`bit   tj[`  intckin`g   I)I.uilictions,

1.ut    I    :Lti\   i`liiiost   tiiiiiiitetl   niiw    to    1\iiy,{`1.A  olle.       I

\\ill.       Tt  is  t,1i:`t  (h.ant  js   i.]iis  ]noi.iLing  ill  €`  p()sition,

`\'itli  jl[t`..`tlo  aiitl  ll.iiicock,   of  Pi`nlis}'luLTiiii,  ``'1ienco

I,o  ``.ill  ,,t.vl,,.  I,t,   (lislo(I.srl,tl   b)r  tl,c  l,,,l,n,)-,  till  Puich-
iiitind    i*    t:`ki.ii."       'J`liis    sLiitiiui`t   \\.{`\s    iii\'{ilu:`blc    tt>

(_:raiit,  .:`li{l  it  {liil  )it>t  ctiil  ill  wtjr(1s.

()ii   tlii`   i2L*t  tir   .7-`iii`>,    the    Prc*itlt`iit  visitc{L  tlie

]icuti"l`t,-.L"wl'i\l  :Ltltl   tllc  .|rlllii`.i,  ri(1iTl.Lr  (iut   to  the
1.I.out of.  lM;t,l\  Mc:\tlu  :\titl  J}`itlcr's c{>tti]ti:ititls.      ()n his

\\.:`y  li;`t.k   (`i.t>ili   t]ic  :\i`ii]y   t)t.   tlic  1't>ttjitm(`,   lic    iiassL`d

thl.()\I:rtrlL     tl`(i    1)I:l\.k    tr{)o|l*   ()i.   t[lc   ]li`L']ltl`Wllll  l.()I.PS,

\\']ii(']L   li;itl   I.()\l`Lrllt  I(t  g:lll:ltltly  ill  tile  fit..`t,  :\s*:``11ts  tin

l'\`tct'.`l.\H.`.+        'I`]\t`)'   t`l.ti\y(1i:tl    :`t.I.`1l`tl   ]\itli,   :\llx.iiius  ti>

.`co  t,l\tj     II`:\ti     \\.liti     ]i:\{1     1ilii`i.iiti`tl    t]iiiiii,    :`ti`l    clicct'.i

:iliil    t.lit.*    ur  .ili.\'   :`iitl   :\1l't`i.t,i`itL    :\i.o*c   tttL   t`\ri`i'y  h.`ni|
'1`1,(,I(,   I ,,,.,,   \,,lt,,    I,:,,I    I,l,cn   sl:\\.,.I,   l„.I,**i".,-r  ,,I,  i,I  tl`c

`s"L`b  til.    +til`li`'l.i,     h     lil(`s*     :`t].I     ltttik    `iit{iti     liiti`   \\'lio
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`vos  now  I/tea.7` Prcsidcnt  atid   i`liii.r,   nii`ilc  :`  si.£`1Lt  tti
ilnpress  the  dullest  iinaginatiM].      'J`]iu`  siiti])1c  b]€ii`k*
I(Luglled, and cried, anil ill th.`ii. brt.ken Hli`£.li*ti a:`l]```l
him  " Massa  Liiicoln,"  " Mn,ss:L` Pi.csit]i`nt,"  " 1``:uli`r
Abrchom," .and  so``ght to sha,ko  oi.  kiss his 1`:\ml,  ot.
touch   his   gap.mcnts   or   his  .hoi.so;   €`iid   Abrali:`l``
Lincoln rode  barcliea,dad €`iiioiig liis ci7lt7i.c{l  soldict`s.

Immediately after the fuiluro of the .`ss:`.ults on tllc
18th  of  June,  Grant  bogan  his  dis|iositiotis  to  etl-
volop Petel.sburg, .and sti`iko  the Southci.n n`ilroads.
Wright's   entire   command    lifl,d   bi`on   rl`storcil   t,o
Meade,  and  Martiiidale's  to  Butler, so  thnt the oi.-
ganization of  each army ``ras complete.    ]3rooks was
placed  in  colnmand  of tlio  TentlL  corps, from wliich
Gillmore lmd  been  relicvl`d ;  Fcrrero  was  released
from the duty of guardil)i;r  trains, in \\.1iicli  ]iis divi-
sion had  been  engaged  since  tlie  beginiiing  of  the
campaign,  and  reported  to  But.nsido ;   antl   Ledlie
superseded Crittenden in the command of a divisioti
fn tfeut¥e!r?:?asc°nr:: ordered to  extoiid his line as far

as  possible  to  the  left, not  olily liolding  13ermuda
Hundred neck, but relieving the Sixtli corps, imme-
diately south of the Appomattox 1.ivei`.     'l`he  Sixth
and Second  corps were withdr&wn  eiitirely fi.om the
lines,  wliicli  Smith,  Purnside,  atid Wai.reii `vere  to
hold, fortifying tlieir  front, alid  extendilig  as  i.ar  fls
the Jerusahem plank road, on the left ; the siege train
was ordered from Washington, and reguhr aiiproaches
wore begun in front of Burnside ;  while  13iL.ney aiid
Wright `+.ere directed  to  hold  tllemselves  in  readi-
ness for a movement to the left, to seize tlie Weldon
road, and if possible, 1.each the A|]pom.`ttox, west of
Petersburg.    The Second  corps took positioii oil tlie
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),.I't,  ,,1`  \\r:`] .,.,,,,,   :",,I    \\'li.I,I,I ,,,,,   'l,u   t,`t,,.`,,,w   )l,rt  of

I,lL(,   :11.I,,.\..         'l'I,u`    ,`t ,,,,,,.y    :,I,I,:`,,...,,,  I.y     *l,,.(`t,,,I,l`,1    ,,`,t   `ls

i'.'Li)i`lI.y  :`*  Mi?;ul.t  ;    l'.)I.     I.t.I)    1`.i]`w'    :i*    \i'cll  .i*  (ii.:`tit

\\'II:I,I  ]ii``*L,1>c   t,lm    t>li,jt?I?t,   :ii]tl   \\.)I:it,    llw    )it`xt   )iit.vc-

iiit`iLt  tif   tlio    "`t,itii`;Ll     :ii`iii.y,    :`,iitl    t.titi*t,I.`it.I,L`tl  i`{irbli-

\\'`7I.ks  ill  {l{l\';`llt.C,   tl)    I)c  occtL|)it\tl   \\'llcllcvl`l.  t)CC:`Sioll

.`llo`lltl    ;`l.;Sl`.        '1`h`ls,    ()tL    tllu`    llii;rllt    ()1`   t.ILO     £1St    of

•7`tiw,    t,l]tt    SL`i't)i`tl    aritl    Sixt,li    `.tti.I.,i    `\.``i.{`    it]iiiic{1i-

:I,I,itl.y  in  ]'t.tint  of .a  I:`,I.`L"  fiircc  {71'  tlic  {`ii{`ii`.y.

( ),, t,hl` "-.tli"g ,,t' t,I,c  i2i!,,,I,I ?i,.m`.,',  '`t,ill  i,I  (`(,Ill-

)'il:Llltl ti(.the Sci`oiiil  i`{)I.I)a,  \\'iiH  lil{)vi`tl  \`.``.`t,\`':Li.A.    'l`lio

itl``.o  \v:`s.tt)   .rt)ss  tlic  Wcld{)li   ).ii:L{t,  :il`(I  tlicti  swing

:`i.`7`iTi{l   tn  I,]w  Aiti"nattox   I.ivci.,   :\litt\-``  t]i|.  tow|i.i'c
Wiig]it :`1so  !Lilvaiiced  on  t,ho  cxtl.t`llli`  lt`t.I,,  I)y a  roa{l
t,hat scimi.^tcd  liitn  somowlmt fl.olll  J}il.lic.v,  :L)Ld  soot)
l``>ulitl  t,ho  i`iicitiy's   skii`Iiiis]iei.a  in  coiisiilci.al.lo  f{]rce.

Fi]aritii;T tlmt Birney would  becoiiLe  exposetl,  Mcndo
]`ow   t}rdcrt`d   l}n,rlo\\',   wlio   ]i{`tl    the    left   of   the
Sect)Iitl   col.|7s,  to   be   iiiovcd   17ack,  so  as  to  c{)nnect
with   Wright.     While   ciigi`gcd  ill  tliis  lnanceuvre,
1-3arlow  \`'us   vigorously  att,ickcd   by   €`   I)ortion   of
IIill's   co)`its,   whicli    penoti..`tiiil   tlio   `Lrai)   between
]lilll  {mil   WliLrht,   t:Lking   his   co)t]]"`tld   in   I.evel.se,
throwiiig   it   iiito   great    co]ifiisit)n,   iit]tl    ciLi)turing
lllany   1)risonel`s.     At  tlie   sail)o  tili]e,  Gibl)oil,  hold-
itig   Biriiey's   i`ight,   was  vet.y  u'.rli.lilly  assailed,  and
f`ircc{l back froln liis fi.ont line, with  tlii` loss of  four

•   " `'o``  .`nn  move  your  co`i.ii*,  taking  itii.iition  on the   left   of

tlio   Fiftli  c`ir|i8,  and   oxteiitling  as  ft`i.   to  tlie  let.t  as  I)ractioubltp,
t`nvtiltt|iiug  ELnd   kceiting  aS close   Ira   I)olsiltle  to   tlio   .`ni.ny'8   liii®.
I  liop.` yo`i  will  bo ublo to get  |}ossessittn  of  the  W.ldon  rail``o!id,
tlio`igli  it  i#  irossiblo  tlio  entmiy  may uttei.`iit  to   cttv.`r  uLnd di.feud
it ....   I  will  si`ml  tlio Sixth col.I)a  toriiiglit,  to  tiiko I.oat on }'oi`r
loft, antl  dt`oii.tt  t`i  strt;itch  i`ci.`tss  to   tl`c   A|`ititiii:`ttox."-4/ttade  to
))i ,.,,, „y,  June .2\.
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`ms\T".(\oT\*   \.'   I,l,t   I,i,,L.+(.I.I`   .`,,I,(I,    `:,`    ,I ,,,,,,,,,,,, !1.  ..\1\.\

i.i)llo\\.  Iiiii\  tii  tliu  {1i`:`tli.       \\.]Lt`ri.\'i`i.  (lil.  i.ii\iii.\. `*.„`,

let  l,uL.  tl.I,`,l`*  .*.,,  :,1*(,.        1),1`.,,   *t:".t`,,I   I,I,   tlL'   \':,11-

tlie}-o`ight,  to   lti`   l'ollo\\.i`tl   till   \\.``   `iii`t,   iwh`thioi   .ot.

tile     Vil.`Lritli!l     Cl`'tltt.;\1    1.;`,ill.{):\`l."         Ltil`{`t`itl;llL     ]i`(`t,    tlLu

i`rLll),  `,1`   tl,l,  |'l,tl,I,I:`C   t,ll(`  *:L,ll|`  ,I:t.\.'   :,,I,I,,,I    tl,l,   .,t,,

of A`13.`lst,  a,  si`i.oll`l  lli\'isitit`  I.[` i.:\v:`lt`.y   l`ull`>\\'i\,I   |iii|\

to  W!,*l,itll&`(,,ll.

]t  ``.its  Ill,t   lit"ut)rh'  hlt".l\`.I`1.,  I.,t|.  ,i,,:,I,t    t„   i**,,,`

oi.dei`s,   oi.   cvcn   to   scnil   s`itti)I.{liti:`ti`* ;   Ills   iiu.*tm:\l

pi.esence  u..is  at  this  tiliic  i]ldi.`iii`m:il)[\`.       1 I;`lli`{'k  :\t
once    suggi`steiL   allothcr   tli.`|i(i`iti"i   tn   lt|`   )i`:\t|ii   tif
Shei`idi`n ;  aml oll  thu`  4tli,  tlic  L'i.c*iil``iit,  l]ii``*i`lL`  ti`li.-

gi.aitlied   to   Gi.{tnt  :   "  I   h.``.i`  st`t`n   }'o`ii.  {lt`+p:`ti.h  ill
whit.h   }.Ou  say  :   t  I  `i'i`iit   slLi`i.i{]{`ti    ii\it  ill  t.`,iiitii:\iiLi

of all  the  t,rooiis  in  the  ficlil,  \`'itli  iit*t`.ui`ti.tili*  to  ii`it,
himself   so``tli  of  the   enciny  :iiiil  t`ollt7\\'   ]iiiLi   t`i  tliL.

dea,th ;  \`'hercver  the  enem}-   `goes,  I..t,  o`ii.  tHjoits   go
also.'      Tliis   I  tliink   is   ox:Let,1y  i`iglit   {`s  to   ]\o\\'  ii`ii.

foi.ces   should   liiovc ;   ulit   I)1c.age  li){ik   t>\'t`i`  t[ic   tli`.`-

i)atches   you  limy hft\'e   ri`coi\'ctl  fi.oiii  hei.e siiit.u  }.ou
inade th.`t order,  and discover, if  yo\t  ctiti,  tli:`t t]ii.I`e
is  any  idea  in  tlle  hcad  of  :`tly   one  ltot ...,  {)f ` I)llttiti`Lr
our .army  south  of  tlle  eliell)y,'  ()I.  {i[. ` ftj]lt)u'iii`ir   liim
to   tlic   dei`tll'  in   i`ny  direct.io]l.       I    I'c`|ti`{\t  tt)  }'ti`L    r./
`Will   qLeitlm. lje  clollt',   iioi.  (ittc'mptetl,  ``tiilc`*.*    !in«   il`ti{t.l|

i¢   evel`y   dtiiy   cuLtl   hotll..  t`tl.d  fo1.c('  {t.-~:+.   Tllxct„]`,
President."       Gri`nt's   rL`i)ly   ``.:`s   shol.t.,   but   to   tlit`

poiiit :   ``Youi.  des|]atcli  of  six  li.M.  just  I.c`t.`,ii`'ctl.      I
will stai.t in t`\-o hours for \lT:\shitigton, iiiid will *pelid
a day witti tlie army utider Gcni`r:`l  ITu)iti`t`."

He left City  Point th€lt ni`S'lit,  antl  lt.y  evciiin.t`T of
the   next   {1ay,   had   arriveil   at   Moiit)i`fit..y   st:`tiwi,
\+'hei.e   IIuntci.'s   he.`d-qu€u.tei..s  ``.i`i..I  est:`blislit`tl,  Iiot
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+tul,I,i".Lr   ;,I    ,,.;l`',i,,,i ,-,,, I,I,,`   \,.;,\..       l[,"lt,`t.`.i   ;,,`,I,\'

I,     I," ,,,,, I    I.I ,,... "I,I",     I,\.(.r     ( ,,,,     `i`,,`,,i     :,I."," ,,,.     ; ,,,, I    I:,

I.."..I.,'     ;".`.,I ,,,, I ,..,,  i,"    "(.    ,.:,i,t.":`,I,     tl ..., i,,=    :,( ,,,,, I   .`,:,,i` ,,,.

I[i`      ,il.'`,,     ,I"\'>,i",I    ,„    ,,,I,,1,`,.   `\.;,*   :     .`    ,,'1,,`,.1,     i.i     tl,t`

I ,,,,,.\.   ``      I:,,I    I  I" ,,,,,,.   I.I.I,lil.tl   th:,,   ]1,,  ,'i(I   I,„t   k],,,`,.  ;

1```1,: ,,,. I".+     ,\(`t.,'    ,.I""i,t``lr    *"    r:`l,i,ll.y    1 .,.,,, I,     \\,:,.`],i,I.|r-

t(,l['    "I.,l`.rit,.,i`   I,il,I    I,ill,(`r   :,,,(I   tl,i,I,".    i"     ,`\.``,.`.   tlit.I``.-

i,,,t     I"     k.`,.I,1,``,\ ,.,.,,,,,  I,,I      ,`,,,` ,,,.y    : ,,,, I      tl,`'      t.:,I,it:ll'

tl,:,t,I,,,   ('" ,,,,, I   it    i",I,,,*.+il,I,.   I,,  ,ll,t` .,., I,i,,`,   tlt,.   l„)*iti,in

I.,,,,, \,,` ,,,,. I,,i   ,,(`    t',,`     ,.t,I,`.1*,     ,,I,,{.1,      ) ,,,, I.``     t"     lt ,,,. *ul,

tl,`` ,,,.          (:I ...,, I(,     hi,I,I,I.\'     .`:,i,I   :     ``   I      `,.ill      1i,,,I    ,,"t,    `,.]\(`1.,`

t',,.     I.I ,,,, I,.\,     i`:"     : ,,,, I      I,I,I      (1,`,     \\.I,,,1`,    ;1 ,.,,, \ .--,. :,ill.l,:\,I

tL,.,il,i   :,t`tl   ;,,I-i"   ,,,I,ti",,   tl,:\t,   t`i.*.,,t     1,I,,.  `t,Ll,`  \-:\]ll,.y
.    \`i,.`ti,li:`.          I?`` ,.,, I,,`    (I:,\,I,,.t`;,k     tlll`    :,,1\,;,,,1..    \,.;,s    `1t,

II:,,,t(,\,.Il`     t,,it`,.\r    "Lil,.*`l.,""L     M,,tl(,I.:\t.).'     :` ,,,,     I.,tut.

1,I,`.(,I,,I    I  I".I,l.I.I.i   1.`l,,.I.\..       (  ;,.:l,,t  kt,(,\\.   ` .,,,. \-`\,`,11   tl,:`t

:\*.   *\,I,'1     ;\*     tll\?    ]i,I,,     *`t,,I.,`,I,,`l`+t`*    I,l'    tl'\`   \`:111\`\'   \\.1`1.1`

tl".I.:Ltl .,,, ",'     tll,`      rl`,,`,l*      \ ,,,,,, 1`1      ,,1,      i,,      `,t.I,,,I     `1,(.    t,le

)I:|ti"tl:\L    ,\t.I,,\'     t„    ,,``,`,`tL,I      t]Ll' ,,,.

At     .,:`Lr[Lt  `   I,.\,.,     ]]L,,      \\  ,.., tc     .,I,I,    TL`,,`tt`t.`*    t,I.ttL`t.S   :
•.  C', ttl ,.,,,,,  I.:, tl,  :,11   ).( ,,,r  :1\-:, i]:,I,I,J`   1`, ,I.1.I,  \,.it ]` ,,,, t,  ,ll,l!,.J-ill

t|ii`   \'ii.iiiit.\.  til.   I I :`i`|ti`L.'.i  11`ci.r}',   ]i`:l\.in`Lr  (»11.\-!i`li.ll  I.ail-

t.u:LIL  i:.u:\l.(l*   ;\11`1.Lr:`J.risl)tls   f`>l.  I)Lllllil:   Ill.(l|lt`l.ti.\.   :`*   l]mv

bN`i`t`t.h*:\i.\'....[li.mii]l:u.iiiit.'*11`w.I..\.,il.iti.`t`u`ui:I

tll:lt    t]l|?   (.1'11.111\-)I:\*   )11()\,'`'1   ]1(1].t]l   I,`,    th\)   J`',tl)t'l:\c   itl

I:tt..src    f`„t.I,.`,   ]t`t`*[L   I,„rtr],,   1,tt[[t„\.i,t.,:.   ]L:I,I   :`,Ill   :`t,t:``.king

]lill,    ``.]1,.I.`,\.1,,.   I``,\ ,,,, I  :     l`"11"\.i,I.`.r   I,ill,   it`  `l,i`-``,I   .i ,,,, tll

`lt`tlll)   l't)t`)tl`:`l'.   :`*   lWI`Lr   :\S    it   is    S:ll```   tl)   (I()   S().         [f  it

is   :\t`|`|'l.t:\it\\`'L   tl],\t ,,,, (`     ,`1,1`,,1\'   I,:`*    1,,,t    :`   *t,`i`ll    t`l ,,.,. (`

tL`,t`tlL    ,,i.   t,,l`     ,`"t"I,I:I(.,    tlllln    lt`l`[,I     '`",,t',     `\itl,    tll.`

I,,:tin   I."I.1.1`'  `l,`t"I,,i,,i`'   ,,,, `11,r   :`   ,I(,tlll,`,tl" ,,,. (,]\,,11:,,I,11`,.

:\    *\tl\.Li.ii.tit     1'u].I.i'    tti    l\itik     :\t.ti`t.   {[1{`   t.;`itli`t.*   :`li{L   {lri\'c

t lii`tii  tti  tl`tli I.  l`uiii.* ....     I ii  [ni*1iin`L"|t t,ln`  Slli`m`n-

doah  \':`llu\..  \\.11``1.``  it   i.i  t`\pi``'tt`ll   .\'ou  \\'ill   1`:`\'{`   to  `Lro



526                        , mLITART  HlsTOR¥  oF

at  once:  "Send  all  my  dispatches  that  have gone
concerning  operations  to  Sherman.  .  :  .  Have  you
stopped Mulford  from delivering  prisoners ?    If  he
has  any  on  hind  for  delivery, tell  him to  hold  on
to them."   To Weitzel he now said :  "You need not
assault in  the moming unless you have good reason
for  believing the  enemy  are  leaving.    We  have  a
good thing of it now, and in a day or two I think  I
will be able to send you all the troops necessary."

At  .4.40  p. M.,  the   general-in.chief  telegraphed
to City Point :  " We al.e now up, and  have a contin-
uous  line Of  troops, and  in a  few hours will  be en-
trenched  from  the  Appomattox  below  Petersburg
to  the  river  above ....  The  whole  captures  since
the  army started  out  gunning will  not  amount  to
less  than  twelve  thousand men  and  probably fifty
pieces Of  artillery ....  All seems well with us, and
everything quiet just  now.    I  think  the  President
might come out and pay us a visit  to.morrow."    To
this Iiinco]n  himself replied :  "Allow  me to tender
to you, and all with you, the nation's grateful thanks
for the additional and magnificent success.   At your
kind suggestion, I think I `will meet you to-morrow."
Grant  thereupon telegraphed  again :  " If the Presi-
dent will come out on the nine A. M. train to Patrick
station, I will send in escort to meet him.   It would
afford  me much  pleasure to meet  the  President  in
person at the station, but I  know he will excuse me
for  not  doing  so when  my services are so  liable  to
be needed at any moment."    At 8.40 p. M., he added
to this : " I have just heard from Miles.   He attacked
what  was  left  Of  Heth  and  Wilcox's  divisions  at
Sutherland   station,   and   routed   them,   capturing
about  a  thousand  prisoners.    The  enemy took  the
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road  north  to  the Appomattox.    As  Sheridan was
above  them,  I  am  in  hopes  but  few of  them wnl
escape.„

All west of the rebel centre had now been driven
beyond  the  Appomattox  by Sheridan, while  all  to
the  east  was  forced  into  Petersburg,  from  which
there  was  Do  exit  for  Lee  except by  the  country
roads  north  of  the  river.    The  only question  with
Grant  was,  whether  at  once  to  assault  the  inner
lines or wait for the rebels to move out from `behind
their  works,  and  attack  them  in  flight  and  uncle-
fended.    The  troops   in  front  Of   Petersburg  had
been  under  arms  for  eighteen  hours;  they  had  as.
saulted  the  strongest  lines  known  in  modem  war,
swept  down  them   several   miles,   and,  returning,
marched five  miles east Of  the  oritginal  point  Of  at.
tack ;  they were too  exhausted for  another  assault,
unless it win absolut.ely necessary.    Meade and others
entitled  to  offer  their  opinions urged strongly that
the  whole  army  should  be  brought  up  to  Peters-
burg, and  the  place  assaulted in  force;  but  Grant
did not doubt that Lee had already deterniined upon
flight, and a further assault Of fortified works would
only  occasion  unnecessary slaughter.    He  therefore
decided to envelop the town on the southern side Of
the Appomattox, but to hold half his army in readi-
ness for prompt  pursuit.    If  the  rebels  should  not
withdraw,  he  meant,  of  course,  to  assault  in  the
moming ;  but, if Lee evacuated the city in the night,
the  national  troops in  front Of the town could take
I)rompt  |>ossession  Of   Petersburg,  while  Sheridan,
and those disposed along the Appomattox, would be
ready to intercept and pursue the flying columns.   No
assault was therefore order.ed for the 2nd of April.
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