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Drumnondville,  July  lst,   1867.

fry   d®a`r   ]IHT.   I)avls :

That  very  little  .visit   to  you  mad?ny  old  heart  fresber.

and  yet  I  long  for  its  repetitior„   and  hope  it  is  not  far  off .  either  in

canada  I,rpfest   Or  ±ast.

You  were   so  kind  as   to  express  a  wish  to  see  what  I  had

written  in  Felation  to  the  conspiracy  charge.  etc.     I  have  been  unable

to  prcjcure  you  a  copy  o±.  ny   !'Address  to   trie  People   of   the  United  States."   .

published   t'`j'o  weeks   after  Andrew  cTohnson's  proclamation  of  }\.lay  and,1865.

After   the  put)1ication  of  that  Address.   in  the  Canadian  and  American  journals,

arid  of  other   letters   to  which  the  char€`e  gave  rise,   I  deter.mined  to  put   the

whole  in  pamphlet  form,  not  bound,   as  the  acccmpanyin€/;   one   is,   and  G`f  which

there  were   only   a  few  for  ny  iunediate  1.emily,  and  friend.s.,   so  that   I  could

transmit  them  by  post  to  ever},.  part  of  the  world.  whither  I  had  been.   or  was

]mown.     You,  perhaps,  did  not  see  that  simultaneously  with  the   issuance  of

the  PI.oclamatior.  There  appeared  an  elaborate  Editor.ial   in  }tr.  Seward.s  ore,an,



`-
the  New  York  `1'imes,  which  stated  in  conclusion.   that  the  photographs   of

the  parties  charged  in  that  proclamation  ''had  been  sent  to  every  police  a

station  in  Europe,   so  that  thel.e  would  not  I)e  a  spot  on  the  habitable  globe.

\thore  they  would  not  t]e  knovm  as  branded  criminals.''I       The  ''Addressn   is

trie  chief  production  in  the  pamphlet .  to  i',+dich  I  invite  your  perusal.  aid

of  which  I  confess  I   shciuld  like   to  have  your.   opinion.     I  need  not  say,

the.t   arry  such  opinion  is   orily   for  my  own  priva.te  satisfaction.  &r,.cL  for  no

othel.  use.     It  was  variousl.v  criticized  at  the   time.     I`,{any  thought  it  too

severe   and  sweeping.   and  some  o±.  these  `r,ere   of   our  fouthel.n   friends.     I,.:any

again,  and  much  the  larger  portion,  approved,  and  in  some   instances  ex-

travagantly   (I  confess)   cozpplimenteci   it  -while   almost  every   one   thc!u€ht

I  was  flinging.  back  the  charge  upor.  Andrew  Johnsor,  hi-rnself.  .   I  did  not,

nor  do  I  yet.  think  this   inference   is  entil.edy  just.     I  honestl}7   suspected

him,   as  soon  as   I  read  the  proclamation,   so  perfectly  absurd  and  i.arfetched

was   that  document.     I  had  then  many  thlng`s   to  justify  that   suspicion.     '„;ha.t

I   intended  however  wa€`   only   to   draw  the   lead  ver:,7  I.ine  on  hi!r„   in  showing

that  by  all  the  rtiles  o±`  testimony  -circumstantial  testimony.   I  mean  -

suspicion  of  conplicity.   ir.  the  assassination.   a.tt.ached  rmich  more  strongl.v

t.o  him,   than  to  any  one  o±.  trie  parties  named  in  his  proclamation.   and  col.tainly

much  more   so,   than  to  me.  who  not   orily  had  never  drearl]ed,   in  lay  worst   seasons

of  hatred  to   our  enemies,  ,of   such   a  recoul.se  to  I.emove   old  Abraham  out  .of   the

way.  but  \tho.   it  so  happened  actually  had  never   so  mich  as  heard  the  names  of

J.   t\,-,f''ilkes  J3ooth,  Surratts  or  any  of   the  par.ties,   then  on  trial.   and  after.wards

convicted  (?)   and  executed!

I   still  think.  Johnson  should  be  called  to  the  witness  stal]d

in  Surt'att's  trial ,   in  whic:r.  case,   I  believe,   sincerely.   that  acquaintance

with  Booth,   i±`  riot   intimacy,  woulcl  be  proved.,     These   do  not  necessarily   involve

ilt.  but   if  I  were   in  hi£`  place.   and  'j7ere   innocent,   (As   I  now  thi]fl[  it



`- probable  he   is)   I  would   irtsist  upon  being  summoned.

The   little  pamphlette  I   send  s7ou  is   one  I  gave  xpy   little

god-doug.hter   two  years   ago,  which  I  have  borrowed  for   the   two-fold  purpose

that  you  should  read  it.   and.  I.etuirn  it  to  me,  with  your  glorious  anto€raph

on  the  I.1y  leaf ,   as  a  souvenir  for.  the  dear  little  girl.    Her  father  -

the  Revd.   Canon  iJixon.  who  visited  you  with  mB   at  I\?iagara,   respectfull.v

begs  that  you  will  put  your   autograph  also  upon  his  photos,raph  of  .vou,

which   I  enclose.                                                                            .

These  are   litt,le  troubles  to  you,   I  know,  but   it  is  the  penalt57,

that  such  as  5`.ou  in  this  world,  mist   siibrriit   to  for  the  gratif ication  of. yonr

host  of  admiring  friends.

I  vtrote  Mrs.  I)avis   from  Ottawha,  and  indulg.`e  the  hope   t}iat   she

may  some   day  f avor  me  with  a  few  lines   in  return.     I,.tlagg.y  and  ny  boys  will

be  here  with  us   this  week.     \Tthat  a  glorious  reunion!     }rrs.   I.  unites  in

love   to  you,  rb`Irs.  I)avis,   and   the  dear  children.

I,,`Iay  our  F`ather  bless  s7ou  and  yours  with  every   spiritual  and

temporal  blessin€`  earnestly  pz'ays

Your  sincere  fl`iend.

Beverly   Tuclcer

)IIonol.able   Jeff.erson  Davis , )
endorsed:   Bev.   tucker.


