formed a remarkable element in Abra-
ham Lincoln's character.

The murder of the President was not
the original purpose of the 'band of con-
spirators, which included, besides Booth,
Lewis Thornton Powell, allas Payne, of
Florida, a deserter from the Confeder-
ate army George Atzerodt, a coach-
maker, who had been a spy and a block-
ade runner; David E. Harold, a young
druggist's clerk; Samuel Arnold and
Michael O'Laughlin, Confederate soldiers
from Maryland, and John H. Surratt.
Thelr scheme was to capture Mr. Lincoln
and take him to Richmond, and they
spent much time in elaborating it, mak-
ing their usual rendezvous the house of
Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, the widowed
mother of John H,, formerly a woman
of some property in Maryland, but re-
duced to keeping a small bearding house
in Washington. Booth was the leader of
the band, and he is described as a strik-
ingly handsome man of 26, with a pale
olive face, nl;n'}\ eyes and black curly
hair, the figure, great muscular stre :-"1‘1
and that ease anc grace of manner whiel
came to him of right from his Hxl.ux“utl
ancestors.

It has often been said

that he was a
great

actor, but those who remember lllm
vell are more vative with regard
to his histrianic ability. John Mz AIM‘\‘
who 1 been mentioned his
riend, says: ‘‘He had not the applica-
tion. He pl: d rc h parts like Pes-
C L pretty 1 iink tl was his
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Fhere are tions in the evid
given I t of the conspirators
that th suffered some serious disap-
pointme i latter part of March,
However y have been, Booth
call the surren-
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b erold’'s duty
cape, In anticipation of the abduction
of Lincoln, Herold, Atz it and Surratt
had previc \u\n lex ed at a tavern at
Surrattville, Md., owned by Mrs. Sur-
ratt, ,m 1 lw'-( 1 man named Lloyd, a
quantity of rope veral carbines, with
u:mmmilirn, sSOme whisky, et On
April 11 Mrs. Surratt, being at the tav-
4 told Lloyd to have the ‘“‘shooting
”” in readine and on April 14
ted the place 1 him

and told
1d prol v be called * that

S Booth's
€
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they wou
night.
Booth learned at noon on the 14th that
the President and Gen. Grant were to
be at the play that evening, and he, or
one of his friends, went to Ford's The-
atre in the afternoon and arranged the
bar and bored the hole through the box
door to which re ence has been made.
He hired a fleet horse, which at 10
o'clock in the evening heotook around
to the stage door and gave in charge of
a boy connected with the theatre. Then
he took a big drink, entered the '\h\'ulll'P
passed r._\mdl}' through the cfowd
rear of the dress circle and made
way to the passage leading to the Pre
dent’s box, where he gave a card to an
[qu’lnl and w 'c\ owed to enter.
" thv door H Ind him with the
s to tl nd shot the
Y as has been described, a few
minutes 1),1% 10 o’clock.
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forced to
with ev-
I am in
1 trad
Richmond,
ried the !'l'.:l-l\t‘ wcross the Potomac
into Virginia, after they had killed the
horses that brought them out of W
ington f fea the anims
recognize lead to t}
The immediate ca of
I disclosures made by the \\[yu q"
had taken them, to-
three isbanded Confeder-
ate i ., across the Rappahannock
from an Conway. to-Port Royal. Three
miles from the latter place Booth and
Herold fmme refuge op the farm of a
man named Garrett, while the soldiers
went on to Bowling Greex Lieut. Do-
herty's command reached rt Conway
on the 2th of April, and I“.‘,m.hq pho-
tograph, which the officer carried, was
recognized 1 the ferryman's wife. The
troops cro the s+ and went to
Bowlng G \‘?urr took out of
one of the Con=-
mentions

who

led upon to

former refused point blank,
and t atened to shoot the first man
who opened the door. Herold, however,
was less resolute, and gave himself up
aftéer a parley. Booth continued for a
long time to defy his pursuers, and final-
ly one of Col. Baker's detectives, who
accompanied the troops, set fire to some
straw at the rear of the building. Bos-
ton Corbett, the sergeant of Lieut. Do~
herty’s company, was looking through
a crack in the side of the barn, and by
the light of the lvunm.,, straw saw
Booth levelling a carbine at the lieuten-
ant, who stood at the door. The ser-
geant immediately fired at Booth's left
arm so as to disable him, but the latter
made a sudden movement, and the bul-
let struck him in the back of the head,
about an inch below the spot where his
bullet had entered the head of the Presi-
dent. Lieut. Doherty, in relating the
stdry of the capture for publication in
the Century .\11 ine, said:

“T heard a shot and thought Booth had
shot 1'-1:115 1f. Throwing open the door
o rushed into the burning build-
ing, followed by my men, and as he
was falling ¢ ght him under the arms
unvl [»l]w him out of the barn. The

becoming too hot, I had him car-

the veranda of Garrett's house.

RBooth asked me by signs to raise

. 1 m up, and he

g¢g!” We gave him
wate but he could not
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1 ‘..n..l do nothing when
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