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Here are three pictures of John Wilkes Booth. That on the left was
taken before his assassination of Abraham Lincoln. That on the right was
given by Booth to Finis L. Bates to be shown to his brother, Edwin Booth.
At that tithe Booth was known as John St. Helen and had confessed his
identity to Bates. The middle picture (inset) is that of Booth after his death
at the age of 65 in Oklahoma, when he was known as Dam, i DR Geurge and
after he had again confessed his identity. His body has ’bepn embalmed by
a process similar to mummificatten.

Below is a picture of Blanche Booth, niece of Edwm Booth and of John
Wilkes Booth, whose admission in Minneapolis clears up the controvery over
the fate of the assassin. °
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~ ‘Bates tells of knov
Glan Rose Mills while hewu a prac-
ticing attorney at ‘Grandberry, Texas.
Later he knew St. Helen at Grand-
berry, where Booth under the name
of St. Helen, set up a whisky shop.

“Not only was St. Helen an orator,
but he essayed the role of a critic of
high class acting, showing 2 knowl-
edge, to my mind, of a born genius of
high cultivation, demonstrating that he
was a master of the art of which he

was speaking,” said Bates of Booth in
his Grandberry, Texas, days.
Confesses True Identity
Booth, or St. Helen, became ill not
. long after he went to Grandberry, and
' he called Bates to his bedside to hear
| a.confession when he thought that his
disease was killing him. He confessed
' his true identity—he had told Bates
_his true name was not St. Helen—and
. presented him with a tmtype plcturo
of himself.
“In my opinion, and in the opinion of
' the mother of John Wilkes Booth, Mrs.
‘,Junius Brutus Booth, that tintype pic-
'ture was a true picture of John Wilkes
"Booth,” Miss Booth said today.

“‘T am dying,’ St. Helen told me in
' his log house in Grandberry, as he
"handed me the tintype. ‘Send the tin-
' type to my brother; tell him that the
' man whose picture this is has died,
and tell him where you buried me." ”

“When I asked him the name and ad-
dress of his brother,” Mr. Bates re-
counts, “he told me: ‘He is Edwin
Booth—the actor of New York city.”
| Medical treatment brought the dying
assassin back to health, and when he
next visited Mr. Bates he made no
secret of his identity. “He told me
that what he had sald had been in
confidence to me as hisg attorney; that
I should tell no one until he was dead,
and then I should do as he ha1d asked
' me to,” Mr. Bates says.

| Recounts Story of Escape

Booth, under the name of John St.
. Helen, told to Bates the story of his

escape through the network of guards

spread around Washington immediate-
ly after the shooting in the Ford the-
- ater.

“I owe it to myself, most of all to
my mother, possibly no less to my
other relations and the good name of
my family, as well as+to the memory
of Mrs. Surratt, who was hanged as
a consequence of my crime, to make
and leave behind me for history a full
statement of this horrible affair,” John
St. Helen told Mr. Bates.

“I was actuated by purely patriotic
motives,”” sald Booth or St. Helen,
known before the assassination as a
strong sympathizer with the cause of
the Confederacy. “I was persuaded
at. that time that the death of Presi-
dent Lincoln and the succession of
Vice President Johnson, a southern
man, to the presidenay, was the only
hope for the protection of the South
from misrule and conflscation,” Booth
continued in his sworn statement.

Mrs.  Surratt, Booth completely
cleared in this statement of the crime
for which-she was hanged.

Planned to Kidnap Lincoln

“On the morning of the day I killed
JPresident Lincoln, the taking of his
life had never entered my mind. I
intended to kidnap him, and' through
that day was laying plans with other
members of the conspiracy to kidnap
him."” Booth continued.

“At the Kirkwood hotel, all the con-
~spirators met with Vice President An-
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drew Jo}msoa ﬂp per!ect their pla.ns
Andrew Johnson told us of the com-
plete impossibility of kidnaping the
president, and asked me: ‘Are you too
faint hearted to kill him?” Booth said.

“After I had been assured that Gen-
eral Grant would not be in the bpx
with the president, I told Johnson that
under these conditions and assurances
I would dare to strike the blow for the
helpless, 'vanquished people I loved ”i
reads the statement,

“‘Make as sure of your aim as I
have done in arranging your escape.
For in your complete success lies our
only hope,”” Booth says Johnson told
him as he stepped into the theater.

“ will shoot him in the brain,’ I
told Johnson.

Escaped Into Canada’

After the assassipation and escape,
according to Miss Booth today, John
Wilkes Booth made his way to Canada,
where he drew from a bank $20,000 in
gold, the savings of his active stage
life. Later he met his mother in San
Francisco.

Bates, doubtful about the story that
had been told him, later moved to
Memphis, Tenn., where he became an
active attorney. It was not until some
years later that he took the tintype
to New York city and showed it to

members of the Booth family.
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rgsulted from a falling stage curtain
beforgy, the assassination. “The mis-
matched eyebrows—caused by a saber
cut accidentally inflicted by MéCullen
while at practice for the play “King
Richard,” in which McCullen played
Richard and Booth Richmond. The
broken ankle bone that was received
when Booth jumped from the box in
Ford's theater to the stage after the
fatal shot. Scar of an incision under
the right jaw, which was the result of
an operation performed for the re-
moval of tubercular glands by Dr. John

Fred May of Washington, D. C., beforg

the assassination.

Family Silence Broken

All these points of identification
were found on the dead David E.
George; can still be found because the
body of the man has been mummified
to last 100 years.

Terming the account of Ray Stan-
nard Baker, foremost exponent of the
faction which declares that Booth was
indeed killed at the Garrett plantation,
prejudiced because of the fact that
Baker's father corhmanded the troops
whigh supposedly killed Booth in the
Garrett barn, Mr. Bates sums up the
huge bulk of evidence that Beoth was
not killed. v

‘The evidence, together with the
fact that my uncle's mother saw John
‘Wilkes Booth after the alleged Kkilling

Not only did members of the Booth n the Garrett barn

i e that
family identify the tintype as a plcture‘rd'a not die,” Ml’ss %ooth deL—T_c ared -

of John Wilkes Booth, but Joe J ef-‘
ferson, one of the closest friends Bootln

today.
Thus the Booth family has broken
/

had had on the stage, declared him-[the silence.

self certain that the Grandberry man
was indeed John Wilkes Booth. Jeffer-
son had played the part of the grave-
digger to Booth's Hamlet for several
years.

Identified by Gemneral

During the Grandberry days, Gen-
eral rt Pike, a Civil war veteran,
and a man who knew Booth well, iden-
tified him in the Pickwick hotel bar-
room at Village Mills, according to a
story tld by M. W. Connolly, a prom-
inent Sopthern newspaper man. The
identification took place in 1883,

Mr. Connolly tells of being in the
bar when Booth came in.

General Pike, Mr. Connolly and sev-
eral other men were sitting at a table
when John St. Helen entered the room.

‘“ ‘My God! John Wilkes Booth! Gen-
eral Pike cried as St. Helen came
through the door. Pike trembled like
an aspen, was much excited, and at

y suggestion went to his room to re-
‘cover from the shock,” Mr. Connolly
relates in his statement.

From Grandberry Booth went to
Leadville, Colo., where he first began
to use the name of David E. George.
His life in Leadville is a closed book
to the followers of his travels. He was
lost to sight fromy the time he letf
Grandberry until he died under the
name of George in the Grand Avenue
hotel at Enid, Okla.

Again Discloses Identity

At the Grand Avenue hotel, after he
had taken poison, David E. George, or
John Wilkes Booth, again disclosed his
true identity before he died. He called
to his bedside B. B. Brown, 8. 8. Du-
mont and Guy S. Marrat, and there,
before a notary publie, again swore
to his identity. The affidavit is swq{m
on Jan. 22, 1903.

Points of identification brought out
in the affidavit made at Enid, came
as near to confirming the story told by
George as could be thought necessary.

The right thumb of David E. George
was crushed near the joint—the same
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