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BAI;[`IMORE   4MERICAl`T.

Monday,   Jam.18,1869

ASSASSINATI0N   OF  RER.    LINCOLN

Confessions  of  two   of  the  Pr.isoners  --   Stgtemend   of  Jirnbld  on  his  Arrest  --

Cor`.fession  of  Atzerodt  --The  Coxplic±ty  of  John  Starratt  --Plans  of  the  Conspirators

--  Their  places  of  mect`ing.   etc .----  The  Abduction  8.nd  Assasgination  Conspir'acy.

Now  that  the  trial  of  John  Surratt  for participation  in  the  &ssa.ssination

of  PreBidend  I.in6'oln  hag  been  thrown  out  of  Court  throtigh  the  technicalities  of  the

law,   fend  he  is  announ®ed  &s  preparing  for.  press  a  naridive  of  the  whole  tr8.nsaction,

it  may  serve  a  good  pri-rpose  to  give  publicity  to  the   following  statement  of  Salmel

8.   Arnold,   one  of  the  prisoners   at  the  Dry  Tortugas,  m8.de  in  13&ltimore  voluntarily,

four  days   &ft©r  the  a.ssassin8tion.     We  also  give  the  confession  of  At]zerodt,  made  in

his  cell  on  the  night  before  the  execrition.     Both  of  these  confessions  we  have  in  our

possession  in  the  handwriting  of  the  prisoners,   and  they  have  hereto  not  been  made

public  under  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  used  in  the  trial  of  John  Surpfatt.

The  confession  of  Ar'nold  was  made  in  the  office  of  Marshchl  Mcphinl,   on  the

l8th  of  April  1865,   immediately  on  his  being  brought  to  this  city   from  Fortress

Monroe.     He  sat  dovm  at  a  desk  and  volurit©.ril#  wrote  it  iwhthout  any  quostiordng.

The  confession  of  A+zerodt  w8.a  made  in  his  cell,   at  W'ashington,   on  the  night

before  his  execution.    He  asked  for  paper,   and  it  is  written with  a  lea.a  pencil,  the

digcormected  manner  of  it  indicating  the  state  of  mind  of  the  prisoner:

Confession  of  Sam'18.   Ar.mold,  Made   April  18,1865

To  Whom  lt  May  Concern:

Know  thclt  I,   Sarmel  8.   Arnold,   about  the  latter  part  of  August  or  first

part  of  September,1864,   was  sent   for  by  J.  Wilke8  Booth,   who  was  a  guest  8.t  Bar"m's

H®tel,   in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,   to  call  to  See  him.     I  had  mat  seen  the  same

J.   Wilkes  Booth  since  1852,   when  we  both  were  schoolmates   &t   St.   Timothy`s  Hftll.
!.`usgi!,±£ifo*ELyutlue!ty.#or&|J,

President  L.   Van  Bokelin  then  having  said  Hall  as  a  place  of  tuition.    His  rece_.ption

of  me  was  warm.     Calling  for  vine  and  cigg.I.a,   we  conversed  a  short  time  upon  our.

former  school-boy  days.     We  were  irferrupted  by  a  knock  at  the  door,   when  Michael

\rit
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O'Laughlin  wa.a  ushered  in.     After  a  formal  introduction,  we  sat  sipping  our wine,

and  all  thr.ee  Smoked  a  cigar.     mring  smoking,   he  having  heard  previously  of  ny

political  feelings  or  seutimends,  he  spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the  Confederacy  and

the  rmmber  of  surplus  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States.     Then  ensued  the

proposition  by  J.  Wilkes  Booth,   and  which  he  (J.  WilkeB  Booth)  thought   could  be

accoxplighed,   viz!of  kidnapping Pr.©sident  Lincoln,   as  he   frequerfely  went  unguar.dad

out  to  the  Soldiers'   Home;   and  he  thought  he   could  be  picked  up,   carried  to  Richmond,

and  for  his  exchange  produce  the  exchange  for  the  President  of  all  the  prisoners  in

the  Federal  Hands.

He,i Wilkeg  Booth,   the  originator  of asked  if  we  would  enter

\

Ill

into  it.     After  painting  the  chances  of  8ucc©ss  in  Buck  glo.wing  colors,  we  consented,

viz:  Michael  O'L&ughlin  gind  nyself .     We  were  bound  not  to  divulge  it  to  a  living  soul.

I  saw  him  once  more  in  Baltimore,   and  then  he  (J.  Wilkes  Booth)  left  to  arrange

his  business  up  North,   first  to  New  York,   thence  to  the  Oil  Regions,   and  from  there  to

Boston  and   firmlly  to  Canada,     He  was  to  be  back  in  amondh.     I  received  a  letter,

which  I  destroyed,   stating  he  was  laid  up  with  erysipelas  in  his  arm,   and  as  soon

8,s  he  was  able  he  would  be  with us.    Honths  rolled  around,   and  he  did  not  make  his

appearance  urfeil  some  time  in  Jarmary.     In  his  truck  he  had  two  guns,   cap  cartridges,
E=

which  were  placed  in  the  gun  stocks  --  Spencer  I.ifles  I  think  they  were  called,

r'evolvers,   knives,  belts ,   cartridge-boxes,   car.bridges,   caps,   canteens,--all   fully

fixed  for  service  --which  were  to  be  used  in  case  of  pur"it,   and  two  p8,i*,  hand-cuffs

to  handcuff  the  Preside nfu i8  trunk  being  so  heavy,   he  gave  the  pistols,   knives  and

handcuffs  to  Michael  0ILaughlin  8,nd  nyself,   to  have  shipped  or  bring  to  Washington.

He  then  returned   from  Washingtoca,   to  which  place  he  had  gone,  bought  a  horse,   harness

and  buggy  wagon,leaving  the  team,  &c.,   with  us  to  drive  on  to  Washington.    We

st8.rted   from  Baltimore  about  twelve  or.  one  o'clock,   after  having  shipped  the  box

corfuchning  the  knives,   handcuffs  and  pistols,   8,rriving  in  Washington  about  seven  or

halfpast   seven  the   sameevening.     +EJe  met  him  on  the  street  &s  we  wer.e  passing  the

theatre.    We  alighted,  took  a  drink,   and  he  told  u8  of  the  thegitre  plan  Slightly,

sa}dng  he  would  wait  till  we  put  the  horse  away,  and  tell  us  more  fully.     He  had
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previously,   Eis  I  now  remetrfeer`,   spoken  of  the  chances  at  the  theatre  if  we  could  not

succeed  in  the  other  plan  a.t  the  SoldierB'   Home.    We  went  to  the  theatre  that  night,

he  (J.  Wilkes  Booth)  telling  us  about  the  different  back  entrances,   and  how  feasible

the  plan  was.    He  had  rented  a  stable  in  the  rear  of  the  theatre,  having  bought  two

horses  down  the  country.     One  was  in  the  stable  behind  the  the8.tre,   the  other  &t

livery.    Met  him  next  de.y;  went  together  to  breakfast  with  him.    He  was  always

pressed  with  bu8ines8  with  a  man  unknown  to  us  then,  by  the  name  of  John  Surratt;

most  of  his  (Booth's)  time  was   Spent  with  him.     We  were  left  entirely  in  the  dark.
-7esRIaer7w¢ae¢ikyer-*-¢]rp_in.~fiLf!:`Ezer,mgiv,Sty:*i=:¢~ife±+.fu`fd8g©'.arrer!iiae3aei¢ygeBjae;i"EN?>eyrmtj"JFus*ayQ=

Michael  O'I.aughlin  and  nyself  rented  a  room  on  D  street.   No.  420  8.nd  obtained

meals  8.t  the  FTacklin  House,   on  the  corner  of  D  and  Eighth  Streets.     We  thus  lived

for  nearly  two  months,   seeing  him  perhaps  three  or  four  times  during the  v/eek,   and,

when  seen,   always  but   for  gi  short  time,  having  still  pressing  bu'siness  always  on  h8.nd,

¥iz;  to `se®  John  Sur.rgitt  --Michael  O'I.oughlin  and  nyself  drove  out,   occasionally,

the  horse  liveried  at  Mr.   Nallor's  stable.    We  drove  alw&yg   (but  once)  in  the  city

and  Georgetown,   the  once  excepted  gLcross  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge,   when  we  want

upward  of  five  miles,   I  suppose,   and  returned.    This  was  the  only  time  I   ever  went

over  the  bridge.     How  often  J.  V¥'ilkes  Booth  cro68ed  I  cannot   state,   but,   from  his
-.--.- " -`-.I--.I~-.a---aw-I.a..-ekan-a .---. a.(>aay.~im-.\L-fo--I-1.-A.>..I..om.A..`ai...A.-.^eRem.mr-ca..I-.~m73rmn./mntrylmerr~Urcera7.mT~rmmJ~-:red--I-

words,   often.     Thus  w8.g  Michael  0`I,&ughlin's  and  my  time  spent   for  the  most  par't  --
__'==:~-t"rmREs.saTmb"asn!

down  at  Rnl]man'g  Hotel   (Now  Sinclalr  House),   on  Pennsylvania  ave"e  and  Loui8i&na

Avenue,   in  drinking  and  amusenerits,   with  other  Baltimoreans  besides  ourselves  con-

greg8ting  there,   9.11  of whom  khew  nothing  of  our  business  but  that  of  selling  oil

stock.     Oil  stock  was  the  blind  for  them  as  well  as  my   family.       During  the  latter
=___     __

par.t  of  March,  whilst  standing  on  Rullman's  porch,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock

P.M.,   a  young  man  --name  unknown,   &s  I   cannot  remember   flames  --a.bout   five   feet   five

or  six  inches  high,   thick  set,   long  nose,   sharp  chin,  wide  cheeck8,   small  eyes

(Grey;  I  think),   dark  hair,  and  well  dressed  --color  I  don`t  reriember  --called

Michael  O'L&ughlin  aside,   and  said  J.  Wilkes  Booth  wished  to  See  ug  both  at  Got±ef{s

Saloon,   on  the  avenue.    I  \i,as  then  for  the  first  time  introduced  to  him,  but  forget

his  name.    We  t[alked  up  together.    Michael  O'Laughlin,   this  unknown  and  nyself  were

ushered  into  the  presence  of  J.  Wilkes  Booth,  who  introduced  me  to  John  Surr&tt,
-==--xp~ia~~-t+.I-tom-w~-..?r~m.I...~?.ainve..I)..c¢-..i.ar.`o`aa.+;trnaov~v`
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Atzerodt`,   gilias  Port  Tobacco;   --,   alias  Moseby,   making  in  all  seven  persons.     I.

thlkes  Boot
fry

ad  sent  vrord  to  Michael  O'haughlin  to  bring  me  up  in  a  good  humor

( Still  always  in  the  d8-rk).    TL±±ELq€oro©xp#ei±:£*£keRE"Pst|::*£O::±Si:inf t±e  PresLisdkE£.

Each  had  his  part  to  perform.     Fir.st,   I  was  to  rush  into  the  private-box  and  seize
==:=====T+.aeo_~qu..^w.:,c`^..,D,„m>c..\```,i...,e„¢.,c7EDhinz=,.a..H..am+...~-..`,^A...~~jL``|^,jT-pa+.>zH!~>ct-ii¢~""fiaiJ±s8Benexiari\

the  President,  whilst  Atzerodt,   alias  Port  Tobacco,   and  J.  Wilkes  Booth  were  to

handcuf f  him  and  lower  him  on  the  stage,  whilst  --  Moseby  was  to  catch  hid  and  hold
--a.-ca`a`..m=:=iLi.caB*mfti:==±=:±e..asipaiaRmslllnEL1'

him  till  we  got  down.     Surratt  and  the  unknorm  were  to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the

Eastern  Branch  bridge  to   faciliate  escape.     It  w8.a  afterwards  changed  to  Moseby  and

Booth  to  catch  him  in  the  box  and  to  lower  him  to  m®  on  the  stage.     0'I.&ughlin  and

the  unknown  were  to  put  the  lights  out,   and  Surratt  ind  Atzerodt,   8.1ias  Port  Tobacco,

to  be  on  the  other  side  of  the  bl.idge.     I  was  opposed  to  the  whole  proceeding,   and

Said  it  could  not  b®  acco"pliehed.     If  ever,  which  w&8  an  impossibility,  ,~¥jp££:±1i§±g±t

¥±Out,Of_i.g,#8eLbfi°:ix.H_a:±Ld,.„„t„.9givJ±flL±:±d8e.W.ew#uE,i.eei%,Etis±9Prfup"e£¥ae±e„S:!,.¥+p±,thn"9L

He.S`g.p,ti`pe.`i.,:I

L

:?*.9`P.t.`.

"  said  Booth.     I  said  thp~t  would  not  do,   for  if  an  alarm  was  given  there

the  whole  thing  wag  up,8,nd,as   for  me,   I  w&uted  the  shadow  of  a  change  for  Success  and

escape.     Michael  0'Laughlin  wanted  to  argue  the  same  way,  whereupon  J.  Wilkes  Booth

said,   "You   find  fault  with  everything  concerned  about  it."    I  said  no;  that  I  wanted

to  have  a  chance,   and  I  intended  to  have  it;  that  he  could  be  the  leader  of  the  party,

but  not  ny  executioneer.     Whereupon  J.   WilkeB  Booth  rem8,rked,   in  a  stern,   commanding

and  angry  voice,   "Do  you  know  you  8.re  liable  to  be  8hot!   remember  your  oath.''     I

told  him  the  plan  or  basis  had  changed,   and  a  coxpact  on  the  part  of  one  broken  is

broken  by  all.    If  you  feel  inclined  to  shoot  me  you  have  no  further  to  go,  I  shall

defend  nyself.     This,   if  I  remember  alright,  was  on  a  Fr.iday,   or  may  be  a  Thursday

night,  when  I   said,  Gentlemen,   If  this  is  not  accomplished  this  week,   I  forever

withdrfaw  from  it.    I  stayed  up  till  about  6  or  7  o'clock  the  next  morning,   Frid9.y

or  Saturday,   and  then  wend  to  bed.     I  remined  in-doors  until  12,  .when  Ij.a];;p§©±and  .

ff`:':-`.:,;i&  went  to   get  my  br'eckfast  --Micha,el  0'I]aughlin  and  nyself  roomed  together,

both  arose  at  the  same  time,   and  were  always,   in  a  measure,   together,  Went  to  bed  that

evening  about   7+  o'olock.     This  day  that  I  went  to  bed  so   early  we  met  8.bout  2  or
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thereabouts;  told  me  1` spoke  angrily  the  night  of  meetingi   8ald  I  had  been  drinking.

I  told  him  no;   I  was  in  ny  sober  senses,   8.nd  meant  e+er.y  word  I  said;   if  not

accomplished  this  week  I  rithdra,w.--  Ne3ch  day  the  thing  w8.a  to  be  acconpli8h®d  on  the

seventh  street  road  and   failed.     On  Sunday  I  sts}ed  in  Washington,   and  on Monday  or

Tuesdgiy  I  returned  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,   and  thence  t®  Hookstown.     J.Wilk©s  Booth

in  the  me&atime  went  to  New  York,   and  returned  to  Baltimore  during  the  week,   on

Saturday,   I  thick.     He  said  he  wished  to  see  me  on  very  ur.gent  bu8in©sg,   and  my   father

sent   for  m©.     I  came   from  the  country,   and  he  had  gone  to  Washington,   whereupon  I  uTote
i___IT           _          _                 _    I

him  the  letter  which  was  found  in  his  trunk.    The  Richmond  authorities,   as   far  &s  I

know,  kriew  nothirig  of  the  congpir&cy.    The  letter.  was  written  after  my  I.eturn  to  the

Country,   after   finding  he  could  not  wait  to   See  rae  in  Baltimore.     During  the  week  I

came  to  the  city  and  met  RIichael  0'Laughlin,   who  asked  me  to  go  t®  Washington  with  him

to  finally  arrange  his  affairs.    I  went  in  the morning  --  Friday,  I  think  --  and

returned  same  evening  :  L, `j  hone,   having  cut   loose  forever  from  it.     E{eri  day  I  received

a  letter   from  J.  W.  Whartoil„   at   Fortr6ss  LEonroe,   giving  me  employment.    Went  to  the

Countrty,   got  my  Clothing,   aFd  on JEgiuL±§ngL±E£±±iH§gafm££m±§z=±i,left  Baltimore  for.

Fortress  Honr®e,   at  which  place  I  have  remained,   never  corresponding  thth  Booth  or

seeing  him  fr`om  the  gLbove  named  date  to  the  present  writing.     The  gr.oundwoik  wa.a  to

kidnap  the  President  without  violence.    He  never  to  me  said  that  he  would  kill  him,

further  than  this  I  know  nothing,   and  azn  innocent  of  having  taken  any  active  par.t  in

the  dark  deed  committed.
Sarm&18.   Arnold.

The  Plan  of  Escape

T,ry&g  to  place  lfir.   Lincoln  in  the  buggy  purchased   for  that  purpose,   8.nd  cross

Eastez`n. Brfarigh  bridge.     Surratt  and  Atzerodt,   alias  Port  Tobacco,  were  t®   follow  then

to .where  he  had  a  boat  concealed;   turn  the  horse  loose,  place  the  Pr'egident  in  the  boat,

and  cross  the  Potoirmc  to  the  Virginia  shore,   8.nd  thence  to  make  our  way  to  Richaond.

Surratt  knew  the  r'oute,   and  wa.a  to  act  as  pilot.
Samuel  8.   Arnold.

A box  painted  black,   like  unto  a  swordibox,  was  sent  By  Booth  from  the

hotel  by  the  porter  there  to  our  room.    The  next  day  it  was  tr8.nsferred  in  a  wa_gen,

0'Laughlin  acting  pilo£,   to  some  plgLce.     I  was  not  .present.     After  giving  the  box  to
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the  driver.  wfifit  to  G+eorgetown,   and  O'I,aughlin  had  the  full  charge  of  it.RI.   0'Lgiughlin

sedd  he  took  it  to  Mr..  Heard.a,   and   from  therice  the  unknorm  carried  it  home.     Took

the  guns  out  and  carried  them  to  Pedee.    This  latter  clause  Booth  told  me.

Sernuel  a.   Arnold.

Witness'§   V.   Rand&11,   E.   G.   Horner.
Baltimo.re,   April  18th,   1865

Note:-    Besides  this  written  statement  of  trnold's  he  verb,ally  camquniQated  the  fact

that  Booth  w8.6  the   correspondent   of  Doctor.8  Mudd,   Ggirlapd   8.nd  Queen.     This   fact  was

told  the  Secretary  when  I  pFe8ent©d  him  Arnold's  st8.tement.

J.   L.   McP&ail.

Confession  of  Ataer.odt  Relative  to  the  rA&s8&ssination  of
President  Lincoln.

I  had  not  seen  John  Surf.aft

told  me  a  few  days  be for

for  about  eight  drtys  be for.e  the  murder.     Booth

he  murder  that  he  was  in  Wgishington.     Kate  Thompson,   gi,1ias

Brown,   came   from  Richmond  with  J®hn  Surratt  about  the  time  that  Ric!mond   fell.  `  He  had

come  previously  with  Gustavu9  Howell,   How  in  the`  Old  Capital prison.     K8.te  Thompson

stopped  at  Mrs.   Snrratt's,   and  gil8o  &t  the  National  g}.nd  Ri-nnell  Hotels.     This  woman

wag  about  21  years  of  age,   spruce  and  neat,   medium  Size,  black  ey6s  a_pd  fair  complexion._---`-

She  had  a  8i8ter  in  Now  York,   who,   it  wag  said,.was  a  widow.     Surr&tt  was  in.ado  known

to  her  in  New York  by  a  sigml  conveyed  bly  a  small  switch  with  a  waxed  end  and  a

piece  of  red  ribbon  on  the  butt,   handled  h®.rizondally  thr.ough  the  fingers.     This  sign

was  given  on  a  hotel  pavenent  on  Broadway.     Hs  went  with  her  South,   gmd  hired  a  horse

&t  Howard's  Stables   for  the  pur'po8e.

Ha=fold  came  to  the  Kirkwood  House  and  left  the  kni

tLke±n_:g.+:m¥m,±Lhfsz`¥u±r=#T±u±anhaLf.p&Stg±.x   q.``clock,    a:§..I   ve.8  .qp..P.Vt`.|eEiYin5i    I

having  told  the  cler.k  to  tell  whoever  might  call  that  I  was  gone  out.    This  w8.a  before

Harold  came  in.     Harold  and  I  there  wend  to  the  Herndon  House,  Mrs.  }furray's,:.    +  ;`

corner  of  Ninth  and  F  Streets.     I#ag  then  about  8  o'clock.   8.nd  saw  Booth.  Wood  and

in  Wood's  room. Here  the  pr.oposed  murder  was   fir.st  mentioned.     I  refused

to  take  part  in  it,  when  Booth  said,   'tThen  we  will  do  it',  but  what  will  become  of

you?     you  had  bet+uer  eome  along  and  get  your  horse.W    I  then  left  then  and  went  to
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the  qy8ter  Bay  on  the  avenue,   and  stgLyed  some  time;   then  to  the  stable  and  got  my  horse

8,nd  went  up  D  street.     This  was  about  10  o'clock.     I  c8.lied  at  the  Rinnell  House  and  got

a  drink.     I  Bow  none  of  the `party  after  we  Separated  abotit  9  a.clock  that  evening

then  v,tent  out  C  str.eat  towEird  the  Bgiltitnore  depot;  went  between  the  old  and  now  Capitol,

came  on  the  8Lvenue  again,  ,and  concluded  to  come  back.     I  rode  down  the  8.venue  and  the

cavalr'y  were  dashing by  me.    This  was  the   first  I  heard  of  the  murder.    I  then  went  up

Eight  street,  left  the  horse  at  the  stables  opposite  the  Fr.ardslin  House,   a,nd  then  went

to  the  Herndon  House,   and  heard  a  little  boy  tal.king  about  the "rder.    I  then  took  a

car  and  went  towards  the  Navy  Yard.     This  was  about  11  o'clock,   and  I  met  two  young  men

named  Briscoe  and  Spate8,  with  whom  I  had  some  talk.     After  walking  some  distance  I

took  a  car  to  the  comer  of  Sixth  street  and  Pennsylvania  ave"e.    Here  I  met  a inn

inquiring  for  a  place  to  sleep  at.    I  took  him  around  to  the  Rinnoll  House,  and  we  re-

tired  to  one  room-with  Six beds  in  it.    I  left  ear.1y  next  morning  and  passed  through

Georgeto`m  ore  ny  way  to  Montgomerir  county.     No   one  left  the  hotel  with  m®.

I  8;w Mike  O'I,enghlin  about  aL  w®ck  before  the  President  was  killed.     I

never  wanted  O'I]aughlin  and  Arnold's  aid;  met  o'Laughlin  onee  or'  trice  at  Suthard's  and

a  few  times  in  the  street.

When  we  were  at  Murray's,   on  the  night  of  the  mirder,  Harold  said  he  had  a----      _ : _ _-I -_---- i_-L --:+I+.-== I-_ _-_-TT.+_=:==|+_ ;iT\+ I-A+htr3Ti Lt_+;.all-_i -I -=L-/ iT]u.-i..t±+=r.r ---- i =+ialF.cnc.I:±¢n+iHmr=±T ---.- :.I.a+:=r-+,#.-

letter  from  a  printer  to  Andy  Johnson He  Said  he  was  going  to  give  it  to  him,   and  he
I-` `---`-:ia\.+-`h`> r A ` `- -`` .- `~ ` . `( *J`>.+`|--i+++`_i--`->m:+.h -. ``> ..`:L>++in:s=:-Lt`+:+`= f `. h+:`* .Li `-. _ ` ~ -~ .` . `.

wanted  me  to  give  him  the  key   of  my  room,   which  I  refused  to  do.

Pr.evious  to  the  arrangement  for  the  mrder  Booth  heard  that  tho  President

was  to  visit  a  camp.    The  coach  wag  to  be  taken  out  Seventh  str'eet.     Surratt  was  to

jump  on  the  box  as  he  was  the  best  driver,   and  drive  through  Old  Fields  to  the  Long

Bridge.     This  was  inbout  the  middle  of  March.     0'I.aughlin,   Samuel  Arnold,  Payne,   Snrratt,

Booth,   Atzero'dt  and  Harold  went  to  the  Long  Bridge  with  two  carbines,   and  were  to  wait

for  tis.     They  did  so  until  midnight  and  returned  to  Washington  next  morning.     This

fchled.     All  wag   quiet  then   for  a.one  time.     Booth  went  to  New  York,   Arnold  to  .Baltimore,

0'Loughlin  also,   and  Payne  left   for  New  York.     After  this  Howell  brought  a  woman

across  the  Potomac.     Howell  was  made  prisoner,   and  Surratt  took  her  North,   about  a

week  before  the  murder.     Booth  told  me  that  Surratt  was  in  the  Herndon  House,   on  the
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night   of  the  murder,   the  14th  of  April,   we  were  not  altogether..  at  the  Herndon  House.-

Booth  told  me  Surfatt  was  to  help  &t  the  box,   the,t  he  expected  others  in  the  box.     Booth

went   from  the  Herndon  House,   down  Ninth  street.     The  words   of  Booth  wer.e  "I  sEiw  Surratt

a   few  moments  ago."     All  the  par`ties  app©gired  to  be  engaged`  g.t  something  on  that  night,

and  were  not  together. need  me  and  HgTold  to  kill  Johnson in  going  down  the

street  I  +uold  Booth  we  could  not  do  it.     Booth  said  Harold  had  more  courage  and  he  would

do  it.     Harold  and  I  were  on  Per}nsylvania  avenue  together.     I  told  him  I  would  not  do

it,   and  Should  not   go  to  my  \z`oom   for   fear  he  would  disturi)  MI-.   JOLhnBon.     He  left  me  to

go   for  Booth.     This  was  after  nine  o'clock,   I  werit  to  the  Oyster  Bay,   and  Harold  cane  in

and  said  that  Booth  wanted  to  see  me.     Harold  left  me  here.     I  promised  to  ge+  my  hor8e'

and  come.     I  was  not   at  th;  Kirkwood  House  &ft©r  two   o'clock.     I  have  no  recollection

of  being  there  after  that-.    I  had  nothing  to  say  at  any  of  the  meetings# One  of  the

attenpt8  was  gLt  the  theatre;   the  gas  was  to  be  put   out,   &c.     No   discussion  wa.a  had

about   failure,   and  what  to  do  in  thp.t  case.     The  coil  of  rope  at  Lloyd's  was  to  stretch

across  the  road  to  trip  the  cavcalry.     I  know  nothing  &bou-t  Spangler's  rope;   I  believe

him  innocent.     Booth  told  me  an  actor  was  to  be  the  best  gLssiatant  in  the  theatre  to

turn  off  the  gags.     Arnold  and  O'Laughliri  wer'e  to  grab  the  Pr'esidend  and  take  him  off;

and  Boot`n  said,   when\app}ied  to   for  money,   he  would  go  to  New;  York  and  get   some,   as  he

had  it  there.     Mrs.   Surratt,  Mrs.   Slater,  Major.  Banon  and  John  Surratt   left  i,ayashington

together;   got  horses  at  Howard's,    Mrs.   S:   Stopped  at  Sur.ra;ttsville.    John  Surratt  and

Mrs.   S1&ter  crossed,   and  Banon  and  I¥Irg.   Surratt   came  back.     Banon  was  in  the  Rebel

army    I  don't  think  Banon  knew  anything  about  the  conspiracy.     I  sold  a  horse  for  Booth

#Tand  thought  the  affair  was  chout  over he  mrder  was  broached  first  on  the  14th,   at

night,   when  Harold  came  for me.     I  did  hear  Booth  say  Lincoln  ought  to  be  kills

widow  woman  was   living  near  Mr'.

entrance  to  Seurard's  hous

Seward's,   and  Booth  gaid  b
\          ~                              -              -       ey                              -                                --            Se3s=;=!±S=S=Z±ls=!±!:ife=SZSZZ±&

her  influence  he  could

e;   through  her  influence  with  the  chambermaid  and  house  servant.

The  girl  a,t  the  house  was  good  looking  and  know  the  widow.     Harborn  was  into  it   first;   he

caffle  to  Port  Tobacco   for  me  thth  John  Surratt  during  the  chnter.     The  boat  was  at  the

head  of  Goosle  Creek  and  moved  to  Nanjemoy  Creek.`    It  was  a  lead-colored   fiat-bottom  bog;i,      ~~
'?,-"-

and  will  carry  fifteen  men.     This  boat  was  bought  of  James  Braimier,   the  old  man.    Mrs.
S±ater  went  with  Booth  a  good  d©&1.     She  stopped  at  the  National  Hotel.


