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H®  18  Probably Conoeal®d  on  the  Island  of  Ceylon -  Intense  Excitement  ln  Bombay,   India -

The  Celebrated Prlvate®r  Bird  of  the  Ocean I)rading  on  that  Coast  -  Capt.  W.  Martin

Tolbert  Wins  Another  Bet  of  .en ®housand  Dollars  -  Oapt.  Hunt.   of  tto  Pyrol.  P&ys  the

moroy -Lefter  from William A  Frazer,  P.  R.  S..   of  Bombay,   to  the  Ron.  Stophen HazFTell,

S.  P.  P..   of  Havam.

(The  following most  extmordlnary letter  has  beezi  transcribed  expressly for

the  I,ouisville  Journal,  by the  Hop.  0.  Pemandoz,  of  Havaz}a.  f ron  the  orlgiml  in  the

possession  of  the  Hon.  Stephen Maavoll,  Professor  of  ]tioology,  who  has  consented  to

its  pnblication.    Prof.  !daatwell  was.  when  last  hoard  from.  Aug.  5th,  1867,  at  tto

Inglatorra  Hotel,  Havana.    He  is  a wan personal  frlond  of  the  leaned writer,  Prof.

Frazor3 )

Hob.  Stepben  14arvell  -Dear  Sips-    Since  your  departure  a  8trango  inoidont

bag  occurred  Ln  this  city.  somothlng  slnllar  in  its  nature  to  the  affair  that  created

so  unoh  exoltenent  ln Calcutta  so.ne  month.  ago,  though  ln  this  oa8e  the  amount  at

L88ue     is  four  tLmee  greater  than  ln  the  other.    Having  promised  you  that  I  would  nak®

diligent  lnqulry atiout  the  ehlp  Bird  of  the  Ocean  and  heri   cozprmder.   1t  luckily  fo

happened  that  I  was  spared  the  trouble  of  ®=tendlng my  lnqulrde8  beyond  this  city  by

the  arrival  of  the  ship  ln  qu®stiozL  at  this  port  on  the  26th of  march.

rbe  ''Blrd  of  the  Ocean.W  hfLving  become  notorious.   thro.ngh  the  agency  of  h®r

codmander  -  the  celebrated  Gal-it.  W.  :Iartln  tolbert  -  1n  consequono®  of  having  piratically

oaptur®d  seT©ral  ln©rohant  ves6elB  on  the  South    Pacific  and  Indian  Ocoape,  a8  1t  has  been

allogod.  attracted  no  little  attention upon  enterlqgBombay  harbor.    Her papers  were

8ub5eoted  to  a  rigid  e=amlnation  by  the  Custom  House  outhoritie8.  but  no  1.law could be

found  in  them.   she  Jravlz]€  oredltable  clearance  fron Singapore,  and  a manifest,  embrao-

iz]g  a  full  118t  of  cargo.  duly authenticated.    Her  cargo  consl8ted  of  general  merohazp

dlse,  on  conslgument  to  the  house  of Lenard  &  Co.,  w[iich  she  comencod  di8charglrzg  on

the  sooond  day  after  entering  port.

I  took  advantage  of  an  opportunity  of  visiting  her  on  the  day  subsequent
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to  hgr  al.rival,   in oonpany witb Capt.  Parker  of  the  Ship  Sos  Gull,  Captain  Hunt  of  the

Pyrol,  and Col.  Ferguson,   the  last-nan®d  gentleman  b®1ng  acquainted with €aptaln  Tolbert.

We  were  col.dially  received  on  board  by  that  noted  indlvldunl.   of  whom  I  had  he8z.d  6o  mush,

but  never net  till  now:  and,  from his  affable  mamers  and  genial  cotrversation,  I  could

soarc®1y  realize  that  the  "n confronting me  was  the  celebrated  character ```hose  daring

deeds  have  oft  tlmo  prodaeed  such 8  furor  and  o3[citemont  ln  the  East  lndie..    q}be  very

embodiment  of  grace  and politeness.  excessively  lavish  ln  imnifestationg  of  hospitality.

and  brim  full  of  dry humor.  my  first  ixpressioac  could  not  tie  otherwise  than  favorable  -

for,   to  rzry  afnazemont  I  dl8oovered  in  him  evid®nee€  of  the  refined  geutlemalL  instead  of

the  "blood-thirsty pirate"  which  the  'lILmes  of  India"  nag  been pleased  to  term him.

In  corxpliance  with  the  request  of  Col.  Fergu8on,  Copt.  qolbert  narrated  the

particulars  of  the  manner  ln.wiLlch  he  won  the  wager  ln Calcutta  -''that  Booth was  alive:W

and  ln  reply  to  a  remark  ventured  by Copt.  Hunt.  as  followB!rmell,  Captain.  I  rust  8ay

you  did  Jiumbug  the  Calcutta  folks  pretty  badly:  really  lt  is  a  8hame!n    golbert  oooly

Bald:     WHuzBbugged  thonff  there  w&8  no  humbug  about  it.   sir!     I  f`ilfilled ny part  of  the

contract,  and  furnished  proof  that  Booth was  allve!    Why  do  you  term  it  humbug?    I

I  desire  an  ®xplanetion.   slr!"    Iha  following  cozlversatlon  en8ved,  which  (havizig  taken

down  on  the  8r.lot)  I  give  vert}atlm  et  literatims   '.qho  reason why  I  call  lt  by  that  name

ls  slxply  thl8:   I  do  not  believe  Booth  ls  alive,  nor  that,   if  your  opponent  had  Been

proper  to  have  Contested  the  znatter,  a  f&1r  d®cl8ion could  have  glvezL  lt  in  your  favor."

Whereupon Capt.  Tolt)ert.  becoming  someviiat  excited.  remarked!   noapt.  Hunt.1f  I  an not

mistaken  ln  you.   you  are  a  inn who  will  b&ok  any  assertion  you  may make  with  your  money:

am  I  correct?'l    q}o  this  Hunt  replleds     ''1  belieT®  I  am.  Sir,1f  I  Irow  myself."  'Well,

then.   8ir,   1f  you  belleTo  Booth  18  not  alive,  now  znany  pounds  mould  you  bo  willing  to

back  that  belief  with;  otberviso what  do  you valtie  your  opinion at?U    nl  value  my

opinion very  highly.  Caiitala;  but  tnat  is  not  8aylng  tAat  I  could  riBk a  bet  on a  thing

unless  I  thought  I  had  a  fair  Shake?n    "Please  name  pour  own  conditions.  and  the  amount

you  wish  to  put  up:   you  shall  be  accomodated  in  each.M    ''gbe  only maziner  ln  whloh  I

Should  b®  willing  to  stake  ansrthing  upon  the  matter  in  dispute,  ";uld  be  thl8S     I  rrmst
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8®e  Booth,  or  the  party  purporting  to  be  Booth,  with my  om  eye..  and    have  an  opportimity

of  conv®r8ing with  and  questiazliz]g  him  izi  order  to  satisfy  nyself  wh®th®r  he  ls  alive

or ziot,   as  it  8o .happors  I  ]mow  him  quite  lntlmat®1y,  and  could  not  be  decolv®d.     If  the

person thou  you  allege  iB  Booth  Should  prove  to  be  a  hiiribtlg  the  money at  stake  will  be

mlno:    but  Lf  I  recognize  ln  him  the  genuine  John W11ke8  Booth.   1t  wlil  be  yours.     I

know  Booth  8o  well  that  I  could  not  fall  to  lt2dentlfy him at  flr8t  8ishS.  even  through

hl8  dl8gulse  -  Should  de  wear  ozro.    If  you will  grant me  this  liberty  I  could  be wllllng

to  draw  a  draft  in  favor  of  tze  wiz}ner  for  two  thousand  potBrdg  8torling  at  thirty.  sixty

or  ninety  day8"  Bight.n    'lYonr  propo81tion  i8  accepted.  provld®d  that  yo.a have  no  objections

to  goLz}g  b®for®  a  Maglstr&te  and  taking  an  oath  of  otemal  s®crocy,   the  nature  of whloh  I

Shall  there  and  then make  Imam  to  you."    "aving no  de81re  to  profit  by giving  lnfomation

to  the  United  States  Governlz)ezit  of  his  wberoabout8   in  case  he  iB  alive.   I  have  no  objeo-

tion8  to  tcklz]g  &n oath  of  secrecy  so  far  a8  dlvulglng  Booth.e  plape  of  roBldenoe  ls

c-jncemed.    Flmly  b®liovlz)g  that  be  L8  not  alive,  ny.ozLly  object  ls  to  fully 8atl8fy myself

of  the  fact®    If  I  loose  I  snail  have  8tLfl.iclent  een8e  to  hold  my  tongue,  and.   1f  I  wth.  I

Shall  do  the  8amo.    In  either  case  my o`irloslty  Shall  irave  been  fully .8tl8fled.    Is  that

€atl8factorgiv'.    WI  will  take    you  at  your  vend.  Captain!»    But,  hold!  perhaps  lt  would

bo  better  to  have  tm81zL black  and whlto.  ae  we  al.e  Btrang®re  to  each  other,I.  wliereupon,

aavlzLg  gained  Hunt'8  assent.  Cape.  golbert  hastily  drew  up  an  article  8pecLfyiz]g  the  terms

of  the  &greenont.   to  which  both Hunt  and  hizDself  8Lgned  their  nme8  roqne8tlz)g  the  re-

tmlnd®r  of  the  party  pro8®nt  to  wltne8B  it,   and  then  gave  lt  to  Col.  FerguBon,   requoBting

him  eo  keep  lt  until  the  question  veg  deold®d.    golbert  then  sald&dj.et  us  now  prooe®d  to

a 14agistrate'e  office  and  have  the  other  8rticl®6  drawn  up  at  once."

Everychlzig  beiiig  in  r®adlne88.  w®  all  above  Started  8.horo  a  few    minutes  otter

the  spirited  conversation  transplr®d.  Capt.  golbert  going  in  his  om  boat  (a  handsome

llttl®  gig with which  his  Chip  was  Bupplled).  Wo  vere  zLot  long    in  reaching  the  quay.  end

being  izrvltod  by  the  two  C8ptaine  to  accompany  thou  to  the  uagistrate'€  offloe.  Colonel

Fergusoa,  Ceptaln Parker.  and  myself were witz]os8eB  to  all  that  transpired between  them.

Upon  reaching  thL.  off io®  the  followlztg  oath  was  administered  to  Captain  Hunt.   WYou  do
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solemlF  Swear.   1n  the    presence  of  Almighty God.   that  you will  not  betray  the  confidexpo

repo6ed  in  you  by  the  two  indLvidual8  with whom  you  are  about  to  enter  into  en  agr®®ment,

so  help  you  Cod."    golbort  then  Buggo8ted  the  followiz)g  more  8eoure  form,  which was

drawn ap!     "I,  Charle.  Newton  Hunt.  do  solemly  swear.   1n  the  prosenco  of  Almighty  God

and  these  witflesso8,  that  I  will  forever  conceal  and    never  reveal  the  name  of  tto  tom.

city  or  country where  llveB  and  breathes  the  mortal  body  of  John Wllhei8  Booth.   8o  help

me  Bod.~    golbert    then,  dltiwlz]g  a  Sharp-polntod  81letto,  very  cooly pro8ozited  tt  to

Capt.  Hunt,  a8klzig  him  to  prick  his  ann  Z±s 3amL till  the  blood  comes:  then.  handing  hln

a  pen.  requested  him  to  catcn  a  drop  of  tilood  tlpon  the  point  and write  his  slgzLatare

to  the  above  oath.    Captain Hunt  very reluctantly  ooxplied.  8ignlng  his  name  ln f`ill.

wrltlng  with  his  om  blood.    The  magistr&to,  llr.  Sarnu®l  Roboliet.  Col.  Hos®e  I).  FerguBozl.

0&pt.  Joseph H Park®r.   and myself  then  wltziessod  lt,  and Copt.  qolbert.     6eallng  lt  up.

handed  lt  to  Mr.  Rebollet.   requested  him  to  put  Lt     Ln  a  place  of  8af®ty,   azid  d®lLvor  lt

to  no  person  Save  hi"3®1f.    the  magistrate  then  drop  up  the  following  artlole  of  agree-

nent|Ivye.  uzLderslgned.  being equal  particlpant81n  the  question  at  188ue,  do  hor®by  bind

our.elTo8  to  depoBlt  tr'o  thousand  pounds  Sterling  (12.000)  each  ln  the  hard8  of  the

Pre8id®nt  of  tie  Baz]k  of  Bombay,   1n  the  clt:,i  of  Bombay.  Brltl8h  India,   this  the  Slat

of  March,  1867.   the  aforo8ald  Sun  total  of  four  thousand  pounds  to be  held  by Bald

Pregld®nt  Of  8sLd  bank  ¢111  the  expiration  of  nlaety  days,   to  bo  Butjoct®d  at  8uBh  a   tln®

to  the  order  of  either  ozLe  of  the  two  partleB  whose  8igz]eturo8  are  hereto  affixed.

(Signed)  W.  Martin  'L`olbert,  Chas.   1Iowton  Hi]nt.    Doae  before  me  at  ny  office  ln  the  city

of  bomtiay.  this  the  21  of  Harch,  in  the  year  of  our  I,ord  one  thousand  eight  h`indred

and  Bi=ty-seven.     (SLgped)  Samel  ReboLiet,  }Totary public."    two  duplLcat®6  of   the  above

agreeznent  were  dlam  off,  stoned,  and  one  d®11vered  to  each  of  the  Ceptain8,   the  orlglnal

bell)g  hold  by  the  magistrate.    the  oost8  having  been  paid,  eta.,  we  prooeed®d  to  a

refreshment  ealo®zi.  and after  partaking  of  a  6unptuous  repast  at  the  oxpen8e  of

Copt.  golbert,   our  party  dispersed  to  arraz)ge  tb®  preliminaries  Of  the  I)et.  dLfirlzig  an

appointment  &t  the  Royal  Exchange  at  3 P.  H.

Cape.Porker.  Col.  Forguson.  and myself  were  on  the ground proxptly  8t  the

appolntod  honr.  and found  qolbert  chready  thoro.    Hunt  arrived  about  fifteen  mimte8
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later,   and  thonoe  we  all  proceeded  to  the  Bank  of  Bombay.  where  the  two  Captainti

depoBlted  Bad=  of  England  notes  to  the  amount  of  tro  thoti8and  pounds  each,  and  received

bank certlfioato8  therefor.  ,  payable  at  nizi®ty  dayB  sigbe,  with  the  understanding  ezL

prossod  ln writing  that  the  whole  ano`mt  should  be  paid  to  olther party  on  the  pre8en-

tation  of  both receipts.

A  few  daiye  after  thi.  the  pap®rB  azlnoun¢ed  that  the  8hLp  ''Blrd  of  the  Ocean.n

golbert  master.   had  sailed  for  Colombo.  Ceylon.    M®o€ing  Capt®  P&rtsor  the  €ame  evB]iing,

I   inquired  if  Copt.  Hunt  had  gone.     'tYo6.fl  he   replied.   qbe  wont  as  passenger  in  the

•Bii`d  of  tto  Ocean,'  and  left  his  first into  ln  charge  of  the  'Loyal'  till  hlg  return.

He  told  me  that  h® could  tie  back  ln  about  8lz weefe,  and  appeared  quite  jubilant  over

his  big bets  8ald  he  felt  confidant  of  wlmlng.  as  he  t)elieved  Tolbort  was  only a

'blower,'   and was  dotemin®d  to  'blnff'  himi  that  ho  Still  felt  sure  Booth was  not  elite

and when  be  found  out  whore  the   'hoax'  was,  h®  would  expose  lt.d    I  told Pazker  I  was

fearful  Hunt  wonld lose  tto  moaeyi   that  it  did  not  8eom  reasomble  that  Tolbort  woald

rookles8ly  bet  so  large  a  Sun  on  an  uncertainty,  and  tzrat    he  must  remember  ha  con  ln

Caloutta®

Hothlzag was  heard  of  the  ship  for  seven weeks,  when  it  was  announced  t>y  telegraph

that  the  "Bird  of  the  Oc®anw  had  arrived  at  Madras.    On  the  foll`owlzig  day Capt.  Porker

received  a  telegraph  ln  these  words3     I.I  have  lost!    ]ho  man.  Bootli  ls  aet`ially alive.

I  Should  have  been  at  Eambay  ere  this:   but  we  have  encotintered  heavy -oath®r.    Shall  be

th®ro  soon.     Chas.  Newton  Hunt."

Wolther  of  the  partie.  can  reach  hare  for  some  days  to  come.    When  t!coy  do arrive

there  will  be  oonslderable  e=cltenent  in  their  lmedlate  cirolea  of  acquaintano®  at  least.

ghve.   1t  seems.  has  Captain W.14artin  rolbert  wozL  another  large  Bum.   of  money  upon  thl§

most  mysterious  of  all  the  nineteenth century.  leaving  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  think-

ing person  that  J.  Wllkos  Booth  ls  alive.     I  have  given  you  the  full  detB118  of  thlB

8trango  affair  8o  far  as  I  hov`r,  azid will  wrlt®  you  again a8  soon as  Captain  Hrmt  returns.

If  I  gala  any farther particulars  as  to  how ho  lost  the wager.    I  still  remain  your  Sincere

friend,
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