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Johr,  H.   Surratt   told  his   story  1:i€'ht  before  last  t,o   an  audier,ce

cf  villagers   at  Rc)ckville.     'j!tie  assassinatic}rt  of  President   I,incoln  will  r+ever.

lose   its   tel.rkble  fascination  for  the  Airerican  people.   and  as  Surratt  was

cl`edited  with  knowing  more   than  an:,7   other   man   living   about   the   actors   and

the   tra8edy',  his   lecture   stands   among\   the   remarkable   stories   o±.   the   tirre.

The  residents  of  the.  reifhborhood  ]nanifesteQ   their  appreciatic`n

by  crowdi]`ig   tr`.e  court-room  where   the   lecture,   took  place.     The  mmLer  of

ladies  present  formed  a  cons.picuous  feature   cf   the  occasictn.

In  appearance,  he   is  still  the  John  H.  Surratt  of  trial  days;

his  weig\ht   somev,hat  greater  and  his   dress  even  plainer   than  t,hen.     His  de-

livery  was  quite   simple   azid  eas.v.   t>ut  nc\t  vv-ithout   a  certain  force   and  warmth

that   added   tone   to  some   oi-  the  passages.     Pis   voice  was   always  pleasir]€   and

wirming,   so  that   ir]   list.eninf   to  him  it  was   not  difj-.icult  for  his   auditors

t,o  fall   into  his   own   curl.ent   of  thought   and  eJnotior„   anc)   aumit.   I.or   the   ti::ie

at  least.   all  the  fallacies  of  his  offense.    He  spoke  quickly.  but,   in  allud-

1nf   to  his  inother,   lowered  his   tone   ol..   vc)ice   and   showed  considerat)le   emotion.

The  following   is  his   lecture:
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I,adies   and  Gentlemen:       Upor:  entering   that   door  a  few

moments   ago   the   irnpl'esf ion   on  ray  mind  was   so   strong   as   to  vividly   recall

scenes  of.  three  years   ago.     I   am.not  unacquainted  with  court-room  aud-

iences.   (Sensation)     I  have   stood  befcire   them  before;   true.   not   iri   the

character  of  a  lecturer,  but  as  a prisoner  at  the  bar.   arrainged  i.or  the

his,h  crirng   cif  murder.     In  contrastirig   the   two  L]ositions   I  must  confess   I

felt  more  ease   as  the  prisoner  at  t,he  bar  than  I  do   as   a.  lecturer.     rThen

I  felt   con±.ident   of   success;   now  I   do  not.     Ihen  I  had  £`entlemen  of  known

ability   to  do  all  ny  ta,1king  for  me:   now,  unfortunatel}J,   I  have  to   do  it

ilryself ;   anfi  I  feel  illy  capable  of  performing   the   task;  still  I  hopw  you

will  all  judge  me  kindl?..     I  am  not  here   to   sur.-prise  .vciu  by  any  c)ratorical

effol.t  -not  at  all  -but  only  to  tell  a  simple'  tale..   I  feel  that  some

explanation  -perhaps.   indeed.   &n  apolo€:.y   -is   due  you  ±'or  ny  appearance

hero.this  evenil]g.     In presenting`  this   lecture  tiefore   the  public   I  do   it

ln  Ilo  spirit  o±-.  self-justification.     In  a  trial  of  sixty-one  days

I   fi`IADE  I,nr  DffEI{CE   Io   I.rLE   ',I/ORH)

and   I  have  no  neeci`  or  desire   to  rehearse   it;   nor  do   I   &pi)ear  for   self.-

glorification.     On  the  contl`ary  I  dislike  notol'iety,   and  leave  ]ny   solitude

and  obscurity  unwillingly.     I\jeith8r  is  it  an  itching   for  notol.iet}7   Qr

fame.     Edy  object   is  merely  to  present   a  Sixple  rLarrative  o±.  events   as   the:,7

occurred.     I   stand  her.e  throup.h   the   for.ce  of  that  which  has  obliged  many

other  men  to  do  things  .quite  as  distaste±.ul  -pecuniary  necessity,  for.  the

suppl.v  of  R'hich  no  more  available  channel  pl'esented.  itself..     This   is   a  reason

easily   appreciated.     So  you  will  take   it  kindly.   I   tl.ust.   and  the  grc)und  we

will  have  to  8o  over  together  will  guarantee  sufficient  interest  to  repay

your  kind  attention.     In  this  lny  first   lecture  I  will  spealc  of  ng7  intro-

duction  to  J.   i,.'v'ilkes  Booth,  his  plan  -its  failure  -our  final  sepal.ation  -

my  trip  to  Richmond,   and  thence  to  Canada  -   then

I,rr   Oj2DEfis   ro  En.TIRA  -
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what  was  done  there  -the   firs`t   iritirration  I  had  o±.  |\.lil..   Lip.coln's  death  -

REunin

return  to  Canada  and  cor}cei
'1

At  the  breakirif  out  of  the  war (q  was  a  student  at  St .  Charles  l;ollef,e   in
+t5h,:,r:,#}+aLn#,#a,±~-i:e¥':T°f±#.t+,JREife?e#4/i+:`&dr4
:   a   fit,i]rieti+.,-. i.   qt,.   r,hj]T.leLe   Jnllef'e    in

Alaryland,   but   did  not  remain  long  .there   g±.tor   that,   imi.ol'tant.Jejxpent.      I   lel`t

in  Jul.v,1861,   anQ.  returnin€i,  hoJne,   coinmenced  to  take   an  activ3  .Dart   in  the

stirring  events  cif   that  pet.iod.     I  was  not  more  than  eig`hteen  }'ears   of  age.

and  was  mostly  eriga€ed   in   c`ending   information  regarding   the  movements   of

the  United  States  Arny  stationed  in  T,I,'ashington  and  elsewhel.e.   and  carrying

dispatches   to   the  ¢ctnfederate  boats  oli  the  Potomac.     T.'i--e  ran  a  regular.ly

established   lirje  from  1.'i.ashington  to  the  Potomac,   and  I  being-::.},
•``1.arty   "E  ON[j¥  UNI.IAR.t]ED  a,Lu\T``,.££,:

(E±-te± I 'ised

t\.S:f,£ry
--L               `+

various  ways
*i,

the  dispatches  I-  senetimes  in  the  heel  of  try  boots.
1```.?+-         ,1'

`,_

sometimes  betvi6en\ the  planks i~of   the  bug`gy.     i.confess---that `nevgFT  in `n]y

I`ife `did --I  come`  aeross``,.a  moro`  stupi'd--sot  Qf  detective.s-than.  those  gener-

allgr``eto-leyedrky'`~-trle--United .Sitst®s+"Goverrmeint.     rThey   seerngd  t o  have  no

idea  whate;v®r`' ~h.ow.+`to`u*fi®€poh`unen.      In   1864  niy   family   left  Maryland   and

moved  to  \`i'asbin€tori.  where  I  tock  a  still  more   active  part   in  the  stirr-

ing`  events  of  that  |>eriod.     It  was  a  fascir.atin8   lil.e   to  flo.     It   seemed

as  if  I  cctuld  not  do  too  much  or  riun  too  great  a  risk.     |n  the  i.all  of

1861   I   was

IPTPRODUCED   PO   JOEI:   1,t,TIRES   800"

who.   I  wa€`  given  to  understand,  wished  to   lmow  sc>'uethirig   abcut   the  z]iain

avenues   leat`ing  from  ',lTashir.eton   to   the  Pctoinac.     'hTe  f:rat   several  tijres,   but

as  he   Seemed  to  be  very  reticent  with  regard.  to  his  pur.poses,   and  very  alex-

icus  to  g`et   all  the   informal..ion  out   of  ne  he  could,   I  relTused  to   tell  him

anything  at  all.     At   last   I  said  to  him,   ''It  is  useless  for  57ou.  MI..   Booth,

to   seek  ally   information   from  me   at   all;   I  -mcivv'  who  you  are   and  `'i'hat   al.e

your   ir}tontions."    He  hesitated  some   time.  but  f inally  said  he  would  make

_lL:i-5#`-.-
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}movim  his  views  to  me  i.rovided  I  would promise   secrecy.     I  replied,   '.I  will  do

nothing  of  the  kind.     You  klicw  well   I  am  a  Sciuthel`n  man.     Ii.  you  ci`nnot  trust

me  we  will  separate.n    He   then  said,

''1   -i',tllli   CCNFIDE  fy'FT   PIAI;S   10  YOU;

but  I)efore  doing   so   I  will  iliake  knovm  to  you  the  motives  that  actuate  ue.     In

the  I\-orthern  prisons   are  many   thousands  of   our.  men  whom  the  United  btates  Gov-

ernment  refuse  to  exchange.     You  know  as  `rJell  as  I   the   efforts`  that  have  been

made   to bring`   at)out   that  much  desired  exchange.     Aside  from,  the  great   suffel`ir]g

they   are  compelled   to  undergo,  we   are   sadly   ir,  want   of  .them  as  soldieirs.      ./e

cannot   spare  one  man,  whereas  the  TTnited  States   Government,   refuse   to  exchar€e.

let   their   own  soldiers   remain  in  our.  prisons  because   she  has  no  need  of   the  Tfien.

I  have  a  propc>sition  tc  submit  to  you.  which  I  think  if  we  can  carry  out  viJill

bl.ing   about   the   desired   exchange."     There  was   a  long   and  ominous   silence.   which

I   a,t   last  was`  coxpelled   to  brealc  try  askinc„   "\'/ell.   sir.  vinat  is  5;-our  propositicn?W

Ile   sat   quiet  I.or  an  instant,   ancl   then.   bet.ore  answering  me,   arose  and   looked  un-

der   the  -Ded,   into   t,he  wardrobe,   in  t,he   doorway   and  the  t]assa€'e,   ar.c]   then  said.

''W'e  will  have   tci  be  carel'ul;   walls  have   Sacs."    He   then  drew  his   c}iair  close   tc,

me  and  in  a  whisper  said.   ''It   is`   tc  kidnap  President  Lincoln,   and  carry  him  of'f

to   Richmond.W     HKidn8p   President   I.incciln!W   I   said.      I   cor.fess   that   I   stood   a€`hast

at  the  propc>sition.   and  looked  upon   it  as   a  i.oolhardy  undertaking:.     To   thin'K  of

S-1CC®Ssi.ully

sElzll{G  ]im.   III\`Col.II   IIt   IELi   CAplpAI.

of  the  United  States,   surrourided  by  thousands  oi.  his  soldiers,   art.d  carrying  him

•o±.f   to   ,-Richmond   looked   to  me   11k®  a  £'oolish   idea.      I   told  him  as   much.     He  went

on  to  tell  with  what  facility  he  could  be  seized  in  varic)us  places  in  and  about

Washington.     As   for   example,   ir.  his  various  rides   to  and  fl.om  the  Soldier.s  Home,

his   summer  resider.ce.     H6   er]tered   into  the  minute  details  of  the  ftrc,posed  capture,

and  even  the  various  parts   to  be  performed  ty   the   actors   ir]  the  performance.     I

was  anazed  -thunderstruck  -and  in  fact+   I  mi€`ht  also  say,  fl'ightened  at  the



EEiE
unpal.alleled   audacity  of   the   scherre.     After   tue   days  ref.lection  I  told  him

I  was  willin£`   to  tr57  it.     I  believed   it  i]racticalJle   at   that  time.   though

I  now  regard.   it   as  a  foolhardy  undertaking:.     I  hope  you  will  not  blame  me

for  €oing`   thus   far.     I  honestly  thc`nght  an   exchanf e  c>f  prisoriers  could  be

brought   about  could  we  have   once   obtained  possession   of  [i.J[ri   Lincoln.s  persc\r„

AID   }\'o',-,'  R3vrmsE   pfE3   CASE

tithere   is   there  a  young  man  in  the  North,  with  one  spar.k  o±.  patriotism  in

his  heart,  who  would  not  ha;ve,  with  enthusiastic   ardor,   joined  in  aJny  under-

taking`  for  the  captnre  of  Jet.f8rson  Davis  and  brought  him  to  i,./ashington?

mere   is  not   one  who  would  not  have  done  so.     And  so   I  was   led  on  by  a  sin-

cere  desire  to  assist  the  South  in  8alning  her  independence.     I  had  no

hesitation  in  taking  i]art  in  anything  honorable  that  might   tend  to`'i'ards  the

accolxplishment  of  that  objgct.   (llremendous   applause)  Such  a  thing  as   the

assassinatlc`n  o±`  I,!r.   I,incolr]  I  never  heard  spoken   of  by  any   o±.   the  party.

Never!   (Sensation)  Upon  one   occasion,   I  I.emember,   we  had  called  a  meeting

in  i,i,J'ashir}gton  for   the  purpose   of  discussing  Tnatters   in  g\eri_eral,   as  vre  had

understood  tha,t  the  Government  had  received  infol.nation  that   there  was.  a

plot   of   some  kind   on  hand.     They  had  even  corrmeneed  to  build  a  stockade

arid  gates  on  the  navy-57ard  I)ride,e  -gates   opening  toward  the   south,  a=

thou€.,h  they  expected  dane,er  from within,   and  nctt  from  without.

At   tr]is  meeting.   I   explaineQ   the  constl.uction  o±`  the  gates.

etc.   and  stated  that   I  was  con±.ident   the  Govel.nment  had  wind  of  our  move-

ment,   and   that   the  best   thirig`  we  could  do  would  be   to   thronr  up   the  whole

project.     .:i3verybody   seemed  to   coincide   in  !rr}y   opinion,   except  Booth.   who

sat  silent  and  abstracted.    Arising  at  last  and  bringing  dora  his  fist

upol]   the   table.   he   said:     t'Tv`ell,  gentlemen,   if.   the  worst,  comes   tc`   the  worst,

I  shall  know  what  to  do.n     Some  hard  words   and  even  threats  passed  betw`een

him  and  some   oi.  the  .oarty.     Four   of  us   then  arose,   one   saying:   tlli.   I  uncLel.-



stand  you  to   i]itimate  anything  more   than  the  capture   o±.  MI.a   Lincoln  I

for  one  will  bid  you  good-bye."     Every  one   expl.essed  the  sane  opinion.

ire   all   arose   and  cormnenced   to  put   our   hats   on.     JJooth,  perceivln£`  prob-

a,bly   that  he  had  gone  too  far,   asked  pardon,  saying   that  he  'lhad  drank

too  rmiQh  champagne."    After   some  difficulty

£VE=?.¥[-H I I`]G   i,fyrAf;   .^:^irdlcA BI,r   AR.1.Lu\'G3l

and  we   sepal.a.ted  at   5  o'clock  in  the  mc)rnir.E..     Days,  weeks.   and  months

passed  t)y  without  an  opportunity  presenting   itself  i.or  us   to  atterrpt

the  capture.     ='.^`,7e   seldom  saw  orie   another  owing   to   the  many   mmors   af loat

that   a  conspiracy   oi.  some  kind  was  being,   concocted  in  '„7ashington.     -Ire

had  all  arrang,ememts  perfected  from  Washin€tori  I.or   the  purpose.     ji,oats,
/-I

were   in  readiness  to  carp.v  us   across  the  river`\"One  day  we  received

information  that  the  lresident  would  visit   the  Seventh  Street  Host.ital

for  the  purpos`e  of  being  present  at  an  entertairment  to  be  given  for

the  benefit  of  the  wounded  soldiers.     the  report  reached  us  only  about

three  quarters  of  an  hour  befol`e   the  appoint,©d  time,  but  so  perfect  was

our  conrmnication  that  we  were   instantly   in   our   saddles  on  the  way   t,o

the  hospital.     this  was  betw.eon  one  and  two  o.clock  in  the  afternoon.

It  was  our  intention  to  sieze  the  carriage,  which  was  drawn  by  a  splen-

did  pair  ol-horses,   and  to  have   one  of   our  -men  mount  the   box  ar.a  drive

direct  for  Southern  :,.Iaryland  via  Berming's  bl.idge.     \rfo  felt  conf ident

that  all  the  cavalry  in  the  city  could  never  overhaul  us.     t,i/e  were  all.i
-,.- ``  ,_-at

•1  rou"RED  0N  £1TiqFI  Hqp_ErE#//¢fy-+:i

haesides  ri;`v`ing  athorough  haowledge   of  th;  country,   it  being,  determined

to  abandon  the  carriage  af ter  passing  the  City   limits.     LTpon  the  sudden-

ness   of  the  blow  and   the  celer.ity   o±.  our  movements  we  depended   for  success.

By   the   time   the   alarm  coidld  have   been  given  and  horses   saddled.  we  would

have  been  on  our  way  thrcugh   southern  llanyland   towards  the  Potomac  river.

sRE'ERET.I



To  our  great   disappointment.   howevel'.   the  PI.f3sident  was  not   there,   but   one

\{i-
the  Government   officials  -Mr.   Chase.   if   I  mistake noS itireL-rdidrHo-t^-die~r`]i

tch-`hizH.. a.§,.ry`e..war}tsd..a,, bi€ger `,Chase. { 1arghter )   than  he  c ould  have  af`.ItjT65d

u=:::===¥~e-I:::i::1:=O:=mp¥:`.b:,=i:t:=:t~:^:==
\\

convinced-`that`t,„re ,--- Cou,ld` 1 not, -,remain  ^mLreh,.,`lQng'el.  und i sooveped,   amd'` th`at -fwe

Trust  .abandcin  our  enter,Lorise..    A§.Cctrdingls7.
•+/,

-:qrc`1: i+,iI,i+L¥.t<FrfeC1:  PLACE

and..I   never   Say,7  any   01.   the  party  ex:/]qugr`3ineT;.-and   that®`+ve+.a.wh®n  I  wag   Or.  nor

way  fron .?icfum.Q.nn  to  Canada  on  i,;}rirLes§   cir  qui*e'. `a~ti±'rrere-A-t  riaetif`e  I  ab.out
i.

wh i-®h ~presen±ly.A ~    Suoh~ .isL;~±drJe"ng trygiv.Jt)err 'abdredrl on  p I ot .

R\h, perhaIr5*.  foolish,   -but  bo^noraLl}7,   I   maintain,   in   its  means

and  er.ds;   actuabe\d  by

a  su±.I.icient   induceme

such  motiv`es  ,as  would  under   siJnilar   Qircurnstance
y;

1           i       `-,

to   thou'`;arfus  of  Southern  young   rren  'to   have   en;b

in `,art.Similar  enter.r)rise Shortly   ai'ter   our  abandorment  of  the  abduction

scheme.   some   dispatches   came   to  me   `thich   I  was   compelled.   to   see   through   to

a. ichnor.d.     They  were  foreign  ones.,   and  haci  no  reference  wha.tever   to   this   a±.-

fair.     `1   accorQir.Sly

IEFI  Horn  FOR  Rlamloi\D,
/

/

and  arrived   there   s¢±.ely  on  the  Friday  evening  before   the  evacuation  o±`

T~pt::tB:::+y=+n:nt:::'::;V::a:e:earn;::;,I:t:`±V°°thdeF::eofL:d:=a:::t`:::s:0,:,i:::t

to   see  me.     I  accordin€`1y   sought  his  Liresence.     He   askea  me   if   I  would   carry

some  dispatche,a   to   Canada  for  him.      I  replied,Wyes.rt     That  evenin£>   he   €;ave

me  the  dispatches  and  tij£00   in  €`old,  with  which  to  pay  lny  way   to  Canada.

That  was   the   olily  money  I   ever  received  from.  the  L`onf ederate  cc`vernruent

or  any  o±.   its  agents.     It  may  be  well  to  remark here   that  this   scheme  of

abduction  was  concocted  without   the  knowledge  or  the   assistance  of  the

.-.
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Confedel.ate  8overz]rnent   in  any   shape   or  f orm.

BCOTH   AI:D   I   OFTEN   CC:`TSuljTED

together  as  to  whether  it  would  not  te  well  to  acquaint   the  anthol.ities

in  Richmom  with  our  plan,   as  we  were   sadly   ir.  want  of  money.   our  ex-

penses  being  very  heavy.     In  fact  the   question  arose  among  us  as  to  whe-

ther,   after  getting  Atr.   Lincolri,   if  we  sttcoeoded  in  oui`  plan,   the  Con-

federate  authorities  would  not  surrer.der  us  to  the  United  States  €igain,

becauf`e   o±`  doing   this   thing  without   their  lmowledge   ol..  cons,ent.        But  ``.'e

never  acquainted   them \\Jith  o`j.r  plan.   and  they  r^ever  had   anything   in  the

wide  world  to  do  ',I,'ith  it.     In  fact,  we  were   jealous  of  our  undertatinf ,

and   wanted  nc   outside  help.     I  have  not  made   this  statement   to  defend

the   officers  of   the  Confederate  €overrment.     They  are  i.erfectl]J   able   to

defend  themselves.     ``Tthat   I   have   done  rnysel±..   I   am

Nor   Asli+LhlED   qjo   LET   rmi   ',./ORLD   KI\TOw.

I   left  ji: ichincjnd   on  Saturday   mornin£`,  `Lefore   the   evacuat,ion  of

that  place  and   reached  't,'ttashington  the   following   Monday  at  4  o.clock  p.in.

April  3,   1865.     As   soon  a.s   I   reached   the  I.:ar5Jland   shore,   I  understood

that   the  detectives  knew  of  rrLv  trip   South,   arLL  were   on   the   looKout  i.c`.r

me.     I  had  been  South  sever.al   times  .before  i`or   the   secret  service,   -Cut

had  never  been  caught.     At   that   time  I  was   carryin€J   the  dispatches  Tu{r.

Benjanin  gave  me.   in  a  book  6ntitlecl.

'.mE   LIFE   OF   aoH+  BR,Ot,Tnt.t.

Diuril.g  ray  trip,   and.  while   readil`,g   t,hat  book,   I   learned,   tc  lay

utter  arnazem3nt,   that  John  Brown  was  a  martyr.   €`itting  at  the  rii`ht  hand

of  God.      (Uproariotis   la,nghter)     I  succeeded   in  reaching`   1`T/ashin8ton   safely,

and  in  passing  up  Seventh  street  rriet   one  o±`  our  party.  who   inquired  what

had   become   of  Booth.      I   told  him  where   I  haci.  been;   that   I  was   then  on  ray

way   to  Canada,   and  that   I  had  not   seen   or  heard  anything   of  P,ooth  since
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our  separation.     In  view  of  the  fact  that

RICHI'.ilc1;D  H|'D  FAI.EN

and   that   all  hopes   o±`   the   abduction  of   the  .t>resident  had   been  £'iven  up,

I   adviset;  him  to  go  home  and  go  to  work.     mat  was  the   last   tilne   I   saw  arry

ol'  the  party.     I  went  to  a  hotel  and  stopped  over  that  night,  as  a  detective

bad  been  to  lny  house  inquirin€`  of   the  servant  lily  whereabouts.     |n  the  early

train  next  I;®rnirifi   tuesday,  April  4,   1865.   i   left  for  New York,   and   that

was   the   last   tL:ie   I  ever  was   in  Washington.   until  broue`ht  there  by  the

United  S,tates   Government

A   CAl'1TIVE   Ill   I?lolls.

All  reLcorts   to   the  contrai.y  nc.t\`,'ithstantl_ing,   the  United  States.   as

you  will  remember.   tried  tc  ijrove  ny  Ljresence   in  `i.,`ashinEton  cri   the   ±5t:ti'

of  April,   the  da.y  on  which  mr.   i.incoln  mL>t.   his   death.   Upon`crrivir:ngi,   ir.  I:ew

York,   I  called.  at  Booth's  house,   and  was   told  ty   the  servant   that  he  had

left  that  mol`ning  suddenly,   on  the  ground  of  going.   to  Boston  to  I-ulf ill  an

engagement  at  the  theatre.     In  the  evening  of  the  sane  day  I

rook  TEE   cARs   ro  MOI\T"EAI,

arriving  there  the  r.ext  day.     I  put  up  at  the  St.  Lawrence  hotel.   regis-

tering  myself   as   I.John  Hal.rlson,''   such  being  ngr  two  first  names.     Shortly

afterward  I   saw  General  Edward  G.   I,ee.   to  whom  the   dispatches  were  directed,

and  delivered  them  to  him.     Those  dispatches  we   tried  to  introduce  as  evi-

dence  on  ray   trial,   but  his  hc>nor  .udge  i:`isher  ruled   them  out.   despite   of

the  fact  that  the  Goverrment  had  tried  to  prove  that  they  her  relatic,n  to  the

conspiracy   to  kill  Mr.   I,incolri.     They  were   only  accounts  of   some  money   trans-

actions  -nothing  more  or   less.     A.  week  or   so  a±.ter  ny   arrival   there

GEN.   LEI   a+uA±   ro  ldy  RcOM

and   told  me  he  had  a  plan  on  foot  to  release   the  Confederate  prisoi]el.s  then

in  Ehnlra,  }Tew  York.     He   said  he  had   sent  many  parties  there,   but   they   a.1ways

got  frightened.   and  only  half  executed  their  orders.     He  asked  me   if  I  would
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8o  th®r®  and  take  a  8k®toh  of  the  prison.  1.1nd  out  the  mrnb®r  of  prisoners

also  minor  detall8  1n regard  to  the  number  of  soldl®r8  on guard,  cannon,

€qLall  arzns,  ®tc.     I  roadlly  accoptod  these  new  labors.  owing  to  the  fact

thaLt  I  ccmld  not  return  to  Washington  for  fear  of  the  dot®ctlvos.     m®

news  of  the  evacuation  of  Rlchmond  did  not  seem  to  dlBturb  the  General

ln  his  plan.  aB  he  doubtl®s8  thought  then  that . the  Oonfed®racy  eent®d  men

nor®  than  over.  no  one  dr®amlng  that  it was  virtually  &t  an  end.    I  wac

inch  am8od  &t  cme  ®xpres8lozi  made  use   of  ty   an  ox-rob  with  regard  to  the

€ndd®mos8  of  its  d®mlse:   qD--a  the   thitig.   It  dldn.t.®v®n  flicker  but  went

right  out."    (laughter  and  applau8o.)    In  cocordanc®  with  6on.  I,ee.8  order,

w®zit  to  Elmlra,   arrlvlng  th®r®  on  Wodn®8day.  two  days  before  in.   Llnooln.a

death,  and  reglstored  at  the  Bralnapd  house,  as  usnal.

A§   M.OnN  HARRlsoN.®

me  f ollowing  day  I  went  to  work  and  node  a complete  sketch

of  the  prison  and  surroundings.    Abont  10  o'olock  on Friday  night  I  retired.

little  thld=ing  that  on  that  night  a  blow would  be  struck which  would  for-

ever  bl&8t  q)y  hopes.   and  make  me  a wanderer  ln  a  foreign  land.     I  8l~9pt  the

night  through.  end  came  dora  roxt  morning  little  dr®amlts  of

mE  S]oRE  nlEN  BREwlNG

aroqnd  qy  heed.    Then  I  took  q)y  soot  at  the  table,  about  9  o.clock  a.in.  a

gentlozBan  to  zny  loft  roznar'ked:   tlHeve  you  heard  the  news?n     dNo,   I.ve  not,d

I  r®pllod.  I.mat  ls  it?n    nThy  President  I,1ncoln  and  Socr®tary  Seward  have

boon  assasslnat®d.W    I  really  put  so  little  faith  ln wh:t  the  nan  said  that

I  med®  a  r®qLark  that  it  was  too  early  ln  the  zziorning  to  got  o±`f  such  Jokes

as  that.  rllt.s  so,«  he  said,  at  the  sazne  time  drawing  out  a paper  and  show-

ing  lt  to  me.    Sure  enough  there  I  saw  an  account  of  what  he  told  me.  but

a8  no  names  wore  mentioned.   1t  never  occurred  to  me  for  an  instant  that`  1t

coqld  have  boon  Booth  or  any  of  the  party,  for  the  Blmple  rea8ou  that  I  her

13EVER  HEARD  ArFTmlNG  REGARDIRE  ASSASSIRAgIOH

8poko of  dnrlng  ny  lnt®rcourse  witb  them.     I  had  good  reason  to  believe  that



there  was  another  consplrcoy  afloat  in  Washington.    In  fact.  w®  all  lmew  it.    One

eTonlag  as  I  wac  partially  lying  dam  ln  the  reading-room  of  the  Hetropolltan Ho-

tel,   two  or  throe  gontl®men  oame  ln  and  1®otod  around  es  lf  to  ttLa±e  sure  that  no

one  was  around.     may  th®n  comenc®d  to  talk  about  what  had boer  done.   the  b®6t

moans  for  the  expedltlon,  oto.    It  being  about  dusk.  and  no  gas-light,  and par-

tially  concealed  behind  a wrltlng  d®8k,  I  was  an unwllllng  listener  of  what  oc-

curred.

I  golD Boom  "Is

afterward.  and  h®  6ald  he  had  heard  sonethlng  to  the  same  effoot.     |t  only  maLdo

ue  OIL  the  more  eager  to  Carry  oat  our  plen8  at  an  early  day  for  fear  some  one

Should  8®t  ahead  of  ue.     W®  dlan't  know that  they  were  after  exactly.  but  w®

w®r®  well  satlsflod  that  their  object  was-Tery  inch  the  same  a8  ours.    Arising

from  the  t&blo  I  thought  over  who  the  party  could  be.  for  at  that  time  no  neme8
.

had  boon  t®legraph®d.     I  was  pretty  sure  lt  was  none  of  the  old party.     I  ap-

pro&ch®d  the  t®l®graph  offlco  ln  the  mann  hall  of  the  hotel  for  the  purpo8®

of  e8c®rtalnlzig  lf  J.  Wlmes  Booth. wee  in  New York.`    I  picked  up  &blan]=  and

"ot®,  °.ohn  V1&ke8  Booth,d  giving  the  number  of  the  house.     I  hosltated  aL

qlom®nt  and  then  tore  the  paper  up.   and  then  wrote  one.  f'J.W.B.W  with  dlroctlons

whl¢h  I  wa,B  led  to  do  from  the  fact  that  during  our  whole  oomection  we  rarely

wrote  or  tol®graphed under  our  proper  nepi®s,  biit  always  1n  such  a marmer  that

no  one  Could  understand  but  our8olTes.     One  way  of  Booth's  was  to  send  letters

to  mo  under  cover  t®  py  quondam  frl®nd,   Ijouls  J.  WeichDan.

Doubtl®6e  yon  all  know who  I,ouLs  J.   W®1chman  18.     They  were  sent   to

hlb  beoanBe  ho  knew  of  the  plot  to  abduct  Pr®sldozit  I,1nc®ln.     I  proolalm  it  hero

and  before  the  world  that  I.ouig  J.  W®1chman  was  a  party  to  the  plot  to  abduct

Pr..1dont  I,1ncoln.    He  had  boon  told  all  &tiout  lt.  and  was  constantly  lxportun-

1ng  me  to  lot  him  become  an  active  member.     I  refused,  for  the  Simple  reason

that  I  told him he  could  neither  rldo  a horse  nor  shoot  a pistol.  which was  a

fact.     (IIanght®r)

_   I_.__.I_`„_    i
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mese  w®r®  two  necessary  &ccoxplishment8  for  us.    Efty  refusal  nettled  him  6ome  so

he  wont  off ,  as  it  afterwards  appeared  from his  te8tlmony,  and  told  some  Govern-

ment  clerk  that  he  had  a vague  idea  that  there  was  a plan  of  some  kind  on hand

to  abdrct  Pr®81d®nt  I,1noola.     rmls  he  says  hlm8elf :   that  he  conld  bare  spotted

every  man  ln  the  party.

"Y  I)IDH']  HE  DO  IP?

Booth  sometiznes  was  rather  susplolous  of  him  and  asked  me  lf  I

thought  he  ccmld  b®  trusted.    Said  I,   "Certainly  he  can.    ifelchnan  ls  a  South-

ern  ban,..  and  I  always  I)ellov®d  it  until  I  had  good  pe8son  t®  believe  other-

wls®,  bocaii8e  he  had  fnrnlshed  infornatlon  for  the  Confederate  gov®rz}ment,

b®81des  allowing  me  access  t®  the  Government  records  after  offlc®  hotLrs.     I

haTo  very  little  to  Bay  of  Loqls  J.  Welchmam.     Btit  I  do  prononnce  him  a  bas®-

ti®rn  perjurer.  a zmrderer  of  the  deep®6t  hue.     Give  me  a man  who  ear  strike

his.  viotlm  dead.  but   says  me  from  a  man  who

HRouGH  pqanduR¥

will  canse  the  death  of  an  imocent  person.     j3ouble  nmrder!    Hell  possesses

no  wor§®  fiend  than  a  cheLracter  of  that  Kind.     (Applanse)    Away  with  such  a

character.    I  leaTe  him  ln  the  pit  of  infany,  which he  has  dug  for  himself .  a

prey  to  the  lights  of  his  guilty  consoi®nce  (Applan8e)

I  tel®8raphed  Booth  thus:

fld.W`.B..   in  Mew  York:

fl|f  you  ere  ln  Hew  fork,   tel®8r&ph  m®.

tl.ohm  HarrlBon,  EIDira,  ri.y.d

The  operator.   after  locking  over. it,  said:''Ig  lt  J.W.B.?"  to  which

I  r®pll®d.  t'¥es.fl    H®  evld®ntly  wanted  the  whole  name,  and  had  scarcely  finllhed

t®legraphlng  when  a  door  was  pQgh®d  open.   and  I  heard  some  one  Say.   .I¥es  there  are

throe  or  four  broth®rB  of  them.  John,  Juniu8  Bmtus,  Edwiri.  end  J.  Wllkes  Booth.t.

mo  whole  trtith  flashed  on  me  in  an  instant.  end  I  `said  to  nyself .  "ny  God.  what

hale  I  done?W      the  alspaLtoh  was  still  lying  before  ne  and  I  reaehea  over  and  took
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- 1t up  for  the  purpose  of  destreylng  lt,  but  the  operator  stretched  forth

hl8  hand  and  said,  nwe  "8t  file  all  telegrams.fl    lfty  first  lzpuls®  was  to

tear  lt  up,  but  I  pltohod  lt  back  and walked  of f .    Phe  town was  in  the

8reat®st  uproar.  flags  aLt  half  mast.  bolls  tolling.  eta.    Still  I  did  not

thlz)}  that  I  was  ln  danger,  and  determined  to  so  lmediately  to  b&1tlmore

to  find  out  the  partloulars  of  the  tragedy.    But  hope  I  wick  to  say  a few

verds  ooncernlz]€`  the  register  of  the  Bralnard  House.    then  qy  counsel,  try

ny  oun  dlreotlon,  went  to  seek  that  register,  1t  Could  no€  be  found.    Our

1nablllty  to  produce  lt  oz]  the  trial  naturally  ca.st  a  susplclon  over  our

allbl.    For  weeks.  months,  did  we  6®eE  to  f ind  its  whereabouts.  but  to  no

puxpoge.     Livery  man  who  was  comected  with  the  hotel  was  hunted  up  and

questioned.    Every  register  of  the  hotel  before  and  after  the  one  whlob

ought  to  contain  qy  name  was  to  be  found,  but  m®  most  ixportazit  one  of  all

Was  gone.

Now  the  question  ls.  tthat  became  of  that  register?    The  United

States  Government.  by  ozi®  of  its  witnesses  -1b.  HCMlllan  -lmow  ln  November

1865.   that   I  was  lzi  Jjlmira  at  the   time  o±.  the  assas81natlon.     ghey  lmew  lt,

and  they  naturally  tree®d  me  there  to  f led  out  what  I  was  doing.    met  some

®f  the  CoT®rnn®nt  ®mls8aries  8bstraoted  that  register  I  firmly  believe.  or

p®rhap€  lt  is  stored  away  in  6cm®  of  the  other  Govermont  voulte,  under

ohar8e  of  some  judge  high  ln p®sltlon.     J>ut   this   is  only  a  snrmlse  of  mine.

But  the  clroumstano®  inTolT®€  a  ny§tery.of  vlllaLlny iwhlch  the  All-soelng  God

will  yet  bring  to  light.

RE  I)IspAlcH  I   SERT  TO  Boom

also  from  Elmlra  lt  wag  lxpossLble  to  f ib€..     We  hed  the  operator  at  Washington

during  ny  trial.  but  h®  Bald  the  ortslnal  was  some.  thou€`h  he  had  a  copy  of  lt.

In  t®l®greph  offices  they  are  coxpolled   t®  keep  all  dl8patcho8  filed.    Of  course

we  Could  not  offer  thl8  cony  ln  ovld®ace.  becense  the  original  alone  would  be
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ajo®epted  and  that  had  b®®n  made  away  with.     So  Sure  was  the  6overrment   that

they  had  destroyed  all  oTldenee  of  ny  s®jurn  ln  Elmira  that  ln g®ttlng  me

la  Washington  in  time  for  Mr.   Linc®ln'8  death  they  bronght  me  ty  way  of  New

York City,  but  so  completely  were  they  foiled  in  this  that,1n  their  rebut-

ting  t®8timony,   they  saw  the  absolnte  necos81ty  ®f  harizig  me  g®  by  way  of

Elnira.  art  they  Changed  their  taetios  accordingly.     mis  was  enough  to  damn

ny  Case  ln  any  mazi'8  mind.     ml8  is  a  strange  fact,  but  neTerthel®9s  true,

that  the  GOT®rment,  haring  in  its  p®Sse8slon  this  hotel  re8ist®.r,  &s  well

ee  ny  dispatch  to  B®oth.   and  lm®wlng  moreover,  try   one  of  lt8  witne88es,

that  I  wag  in  Elmira,  yet  trl®d  to  prove  that  I  was  1n  Washington  ®n

RE  NIGEg  OF  in.   I,IfuT€OEN.s  DRAin

81vlng  orders  and  coumanding.1n  general,  as  they  were  pleased  to  say.     The

gentlemen  in  E]mira.  by  whom  I  proTed  ny  alibi,  were  men  of  the  hle.heat

standing  and  integrity.  whose  testimony  the  United  States  G®Terrment  Could

not  and  dare  not  attoxpt  t®  1xpeach.    I  left  Elmlra  with  the  intention  ®f

g®izig  t®  Baltimore.     I  really  did  not  couprehend  at  that  tlm®  the  danger

I  was  ln.     As  th®r®  was  no  train  going  South  that  eveplng   I`L®ozLolud®d  to  go

to  Canandai8u&  and  from  there  to  B&1tlmoro.  by  way  of  E]mlra  and  New York.

Upon  arriving  at  CaLnandaigua  on  Saturday  ev©nlng  I  learned,  to  ny utter  dis-

appointment.  that  no  train  left  until  the  Monday  following.   go  I  took  a room

®t  the  Wobet®r  HouB©.   registorlng  nyself  as  l.J®hn  Herrison."     m®  mxt  day

I  went  to  church:   I  r®meuti®r  lt  being  Easter  Sunday.     I  can  here  safely  say

that  the  Unlt®d  States  Government  had  not  the  remotest  ldea  that  I  8topp®d

anywhere  af tor  I  lef t  Elmlra.    ghey  thought  when  I  l®f t  there  I

Rare  smAIGHp  rmouGH   Iih'ro  cAmADA.

It  was  a  f®rtunat®  thing  for  me  that  I  could  not  lear®  Canan-

dalgua.     RT®w,  qLark,   1adl®8  and  gentlezzlen.   if  yon  pleaLse,  ny  name  was   sl8ned

midway  of  the  hotel  register.  with  Six  other  parties  before  and  after.  there

was  no  donbt  as  to  the  genulneness  of  ny  Signature.  t>eoense  the  very  oxp®rts
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brought  ty  the  Uz}1ted  Stato8  to  Swear  to  ny  signature  ln  other  lnstanc®s,  swore

also  tha\t  that  was  zny  handwrltlng.    After  all  this  the  register  was  ruled  out

by  Jud8®  F16her,  because  he  was  well  aware  lf  he  adrltt®d  lt  ny  case  was  &t  an

end.     I  Could  not  b®' 1n  two  places  at  once,   though  they  tried  to  make  me  so.

Llet®n  to  his  I.eason  for  so  ruling:     ''The  prlsoaer  might  hate  stopped  down

from  Canada  to  Canandalgua  during  his  concoa]ment  and  signed  his  name  th®ro

for  the  purpose  of  prot®otlng  himself  in  the  fnture."    |t  uns  a  likely  ld®a

that  the  proprlotor  of  a hotel  would  leave  a blank  line  ln  the  resi6t®r  far

ny  esp®olal  b©neflt.     Need  I  Say  that   the  ruling  was  a most  infamous  one,  and

OUGHg   g0  DIAAdi  RE   JUI}C£

who  so  ruled  a8  a  villlan  ln  the  minds  of  every  honest  and  upright  man.   (I.oud

azid  proloz)god  applalise.I    Had  Judge  Fisher  boon  oz}e  of  the  lanyer8  for  the

proseontlozi.  he  Could  not  have  worked  harder  a8ain€t  me  than  he  did.    But.

thadl8  to  him.  ho  done  mo  more  good  than  harm.    H18  unprincipled  and  vin-

dl®±1Te  character  was  too  apparent  to  every  one  in  the  court-room.     I  Could

not  help  smlllng  at  the  time  to  thln]=  of  the  greait   shrewdness  and  foresight

he  accorded  me  ty  that  decl$1on.    At  times,  really,  during  ny  trial,  I  could

8carce  roeognlz®  any  vestige  of  qy  fomer  self .    Soznetimes  I  would  &§k nyself .

tlAu  I  mE  sAnE  IrolvlDUAL?d

An  I  really  the  sane  John H.  Surratt?    Ythen  that  register  was  produced  in

Court.  the  Hen.  Jud8o  Plerr®pont.  the  leading  counsel  for  the  United  Sta.t®s   .

became  exoeedlng  nervous.  espeolally  when  Hr.  Bradley  refused  to  show  it  to

hlzD,  and  he  tore  up  s®TeraLl  pleoes  of  paper  in  his  trembling  flng®rs.

H®  ®vldontly  Saw what  a pltlful  ease  he  had,  and  how  he  had

b®en  made  the  dupe  of  his  preoiotLs,  worttry  friend,  Edwin  M.   Stanton.    At  the

time  of  ny  trial,  the  pr®prlotor  of  the  webster  House  in  Canandalgua.  could

not  find  the  Cash  book  of  the  hotel,   1n  which  there  should  have  boon  an  en-

try  in  favor  of  'lJohn Earrlson.d  for  so  much  cash.    when  he  I.oturned  to

`..    Ill,



CGmandaigua,  ny  trial  being  then  ended,  he  wrote  ltr  Bradley  that  h®  had  f ound

the  casn  book.  and  sent  it  to  him.     It  was  then  too  late.

ur  mlAI.  wAs  OvTrdard.

If  we  had  had  that  cash  book  at  the  time  of  lzBr  trial.  it  wouldhave

proved  beyond  a doubt  that  I  was  ln  Canandal6ua,  and  not  in  Wachlngton  city.

On  monday,  when  I  was   leaving  Canandalgua,   I  bought  some  Now York

papers.    In  l®oklng  over  thedi,  ny  eye  lit  on  the  following  paragrapb.  which

I  hev®  never  forgot.  and  don.t  thlm  I  ever  will.     |t  runs  thus:

Wth®  agsassln  of  S®crotary  Soward  ls  said  to`t)e  John H.  Surratt,

a  notorious  seoes81onlst  of  Southern Maryland.    Hls  nape,  with  that  of  d.

W11k®s  Booth.  will  forever  1®ed

mE  IRErAMous  ROLL  or  ASSASslrs.I.

I  could  8oaroely  b®ll®v®  ny  senses.     I  gazed  upon  ny  name.   the

letters  of  which  8eomed  sometlzqes  to  grow  aB  largo  ae  mountains,   and  then  to

dwlndlg  away  to  nothlz]g.     So  mich  for  ny  former  oorm®ction  with  him,  I  thought.

After  fully  reallzlng`   the  8tato  of  the  case,  I  concluded  to  change  q)y  coul.se,

and  go  direct  to  Canada.     I  left  Canandalgua  on  Hondey,   12 H,  going  to  Albany,

errlviz)g  there  mesday  morning  ln  tine  for  breakfast.    Vlthen  I  stopped  on  the

platform  at  the  depot,

Aqi  sq.  AIBArs.

I  notloed  that  one  ®f  the  detoctlves  Scanned  ®vory  one,  head  and

foot.  nyself  as  well  as  tbe  rest.    B®fore  leaving  Montreal  for  Elmlra,  I

proTided nyself  with  an  Oxford  oat  jacket  end  a  round-top  hat.  p®cullar  to

Canada  at  that  time.     I  knew ny  trip  to  almlr&  would  b®  a  dangerous  one  and

I  vl6hed  t®  pass  nys®lf  off  as  a  Canedlam.  and  I  Succeeded  ln  8o  doing.   as

was  proved  I)y  ny  witness  in  Elmira.     I  believe  that  oostune  guarded  me  §af®ly

through  St.  Albane.     I  wont  in  w'1th  others.  and  moved  around  with  the  detec-

tivo8,  6tamding  there  most  of  the  time   looking  at  us.    Of  oours®  I  was  ob-

11g®d  to  talk  as  loud  as  anybody  &tiout  the  late  trasody.    After  taking  a
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hearty  meal  I  lighted  a  cigar  and  walked  up  town.    One  of  the  detectives

&pproachod  me.   stared  zne  directly  in  the  face,  and  I  looked  him  quietly

back.     In  a  few ml"toB  I  was  speeding  on  ngr  way  to  Montreal,  where  I  ar-

rlT®d  at  two  o'clock  ln  the  afternoon,  going  again  to  St.  I,evrenoe  Hotel.

Soon  after  I  Called  on  a  frlez]d,   to  whom  I  oxplaln®d  zny  fomer  cozm®ctlone

with B®oth,  and  told  hlzn  I  was  afraid  the  United  States  Goverrment  would

8u8p®ct  me  of  oompliclty  ln

rm  pl,0.  OF  AssAsslNI\.TION.

He  edTlsed  me  to  make  myself.  searc®.     I  lmediatoly  went  to

the  hotel,  got  py  thiz=gs.  and  repaired  to  the  room  of  a  friezid.     when  ny.

frlend's  tea-tine  came  I  would  not  8o  to  the  t&tilo  with him,  but  remained

ln  the  room.     me  ladles  walited  to  ]mow wtry  he  didn't  bri.ng  his  friezid  to

tea with  him.    He  repllod  that  I  dldn't  went  any.    One  of  the  ladles  re-

marked,  "I  ®=peot  you  have  €`ot  Booth  ln  there.n     (I,anghter)     dperhaps  so,"

he  answ®rod,  &anghlngly.     That  was  rather  close  guessing.   (I,anghter)    At

nightfall  I  went  t®  the  house  of  one  who  afterwards  proved  to  bo  a znost

d®Tot®d  friend.     There  I  romain®d  until  the  evenin£7  of  the  next  day.  when

I  was  drlT®n  out  in  a  carriage  with  two  gentlemen,   stran8ors  to  me.     One

day  I  walked  out  azid  I  saw  Weichman  on  the  lookout  for  me.    H®  her  llttlo

ld®a  I  was  6o  near.     One  night  about   11  o'olock.  Dy  frl®nd,1n  whose  house

I  was,  cane  to  me  and  said,  in  a  smiling-,  way  I  '.mo  dotoctlv®s  have  offered

m®  $20.000  if  I  will  toll  them  wbere  you  are.fl     tlY®ry  well.n  said  I.  ngivo

zD®  one  half .  and  lot  them know.fl    may  suspeot®d  this  g®ntlonan  of  protoct-

1ng  zn®  and  they  had  really  made  him  the  offer.     One  day  about  twelve  o.olook

I  vac  told  they  were  going  to  search  the  house,  arid  that  I  met  leave  lm-

medlat®ly.  thlch  I  did.       mey  seaLrched  it  before  morning.     This  gentleman

was  a poor  man wltb  a  large  family.  and  yet  money  could  not  b`ry  blm.(Applaiise)

I  romalBed  wltb  this  gentlemen  until  I  left  Hontroal.  wlthla  a week  or  so

aftorvapds.
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- the  dotectlves  were  now  hunting  mo  very  closely,  and  could  hgive

doutitl®ss  suoc®eded  in  oapturlng  me,  had  it  not  been  for  a  blunder  on  the

part  of  ny  frl®nd  Wolchman.    Ho  had,   it  appears.   8tartod  the  det®ctlves  on  the

wrong  track.  ty  telling  them  that  I  had  left  the  house  of  Etr.  Port®rfi®1d

ln  ooapany  with  8ozne  others,  and  was  going  north  of  Montreal.     Soon  that

sootlon was  swarming  with detectives.     I  was  not  with  that  party,  but  about

the  same   time,   I   too,

IfiFg  Moh'mRAI,  Int  A  HACK,

8®1ng  some  eight  or  nine  mll®s  down  the  St.  I.awrenco  river.  crossing  that

stream  ln  a  small  canoe.     I  was  attired  as  a huntsman.    At  3  o'olock  Wod-

nosday  morning  we  arrived  at  our  destination,  8  small  torn  lying   south  of

HOBtroal.     W®  entered  the  villeee  very  quietly,  hoping  no  one  veuld  sos  us.

It  has  been  esser®ed  over  and  over  again  and

For  nlE  puRpOsE  OF  |janTlhTG  RE

ln  the  eBtlmatl®n  of  every  honest  man  that  I  deserted  her  who  Save  me  birth

ln  the  direst  hour  of her.need.    "ily  wonld  I  have merltod  the  oxeoratlon

of  ®r.ry  man  her  such  been  the  caLse.     "th®n  I  left  Hontr®al  there  was  no  cause

for  unea€1noss  on  Ply  part.  and  upon  ny  arrlv81  1n  the  country  I  wrote  to  ny

frlend8  1n Montreal  to  keep  mo  posted  ln  regard  to  the  approaching  trial.

and  to  send  me  the  newspqpers  regularly.     I  recolved  letters  frozn  them  fre-

quently,   1n  all  of  which  they  assured  me  there  was  no  cause  of  anxiety:  that

lt  was  oaly  a matter  of  time.  and  it  wound  all  I)e  well.    After  a while  papers

did  not  come   6o  regularly,   and  those  that  did.   spo]so  T®ry  oncoura€1ngly.    A

little  while  afterwards.  whezi  they  came.  senteneos  were  z"tllated  with  ink

and  pen.

I  protested  against  such  action,  and  for  some  tine  I  recelv®d  no

papers  at  all.     I  boceme  very  uneasy,  and,  wl.ot®  for  ianbllcation  an  article

signed  ty  nyself .  which  I  sent  to  montreal  to  be  forwarded  for  publication
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1B  the  New York World.     It  is  needless  to  saSi  lt  never  went.     mlngs  con-

tlrm®d  lfl  tbls  way  for  some  tine.  until

I   cOuLD  sqAro  TEE  suspENSE  hTO   IioNGER.

I  dotermlned  t.o  sez]d  a messenger  to  Tfa8hington  for  that  purpose,

and  s®cur®d  the  services  of  an  intelligent  and ®duoatod  g®n;tleman.     I

gtart®d  him  off  lfmodiat®ly,  I  paying  all  expenses.     I  gave  him  a `letter

to  a  frlond  of  Dine  in  Washington.  with  lzistructlons  to  say  to  him  to  ptLt

hlqBself  ln  coqngtLnlcatlon with  the  counsel  for  the  defence.   and  to  malae  a

correct  report  to  me  as  to  how  the  Case  stood:  if  there  was  any  danger  and

also,  commnicat®  with  mo  if  py  presence  was  necessary.  and  lnforzn  lz]e  with-

out  delay,  with  an  urgent  request  that  he would  see  and  inquire  for  himself

how matters  stood.    He  left  me,   and

cop  AI,ORE  KhToms

the  suspense  and  anxiety  of  zny  zBlnd  during  the  days  of  his  at>sence.     I

lmaeln®d  and  thought  all  kinds  of  thirLgs.  yet  I  was  pow®rleBs  to  act.    At

last  he  returned.  and  8o  bright  and  cheerful  was  his  oountonance  that,  I

confess.  one  half.  of  ny  fears  mere  dispelled.    Ee  represented  everything

as  progressing  well,  and  bronght  me  this  message  from  the  gentleman  ln

W&shlngton  to  whom  I  had   sezit  hln:

nB®  under  no  ®ppr®hension  &8  to  any  sorlous  consequences.     Remain

perfectly  qul®t,  as  any  aetlon  on  your  part  would  only  tend  to  make  zDatter§

worse.     If  yon  can  be  of  any  service  to  tis.  we  will  let  you  know.  but  keep

qul®t.®

moge  were  the  lnstructlcns  I  roc®1v®d  from ny  frl®Dd  ln  Wasbington.

1n  whom  I  felt  the  utmost  rellanoe,   and  Who  I  thought  would  never  deceive  me.

Eo  also  sent  me  copies  of  the  Netlontl  Intelll8enoer,  containing  evidence  of

the  def®noe.    I  cert81nly  felt  gre8,tly  relieved.   though  not  entirely  satls-

fled.     this  now€  r®ach®a  n©  sometime  in  the  laLtt®r  part  of  June.   just  before
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- the  party  of  geatl®men  of  whom  I  have  Bpokeri  arrived.     they.  too.  as.sured

me  tb®re  wag  no  canse  for  fear.     Vthat  else  could  I  do  but  accept  these

urmr&verlng  assurances?    Even  her  I  thought   otherwise.  I  could  not  hev®

taken  any  actl®n  resqltlng  in  good.

Just  on  the  eve  of  py  departure  to  join  a party  o±.  gentlemen

ON  A  HurmlNG  ExcuRsloH,

wbll®  I  was  waiting  at  the  hotel  for  the  train.  the  proprietor  handed  me

a paper,  and  said:  'lBoad  that  about  the  consplrator8.n    Little  did  the  man

know  who   I  was.   or  how  closely  the  paragraph  b®r©  upon  Be  op  mine.     That

paper  informed  me  that  on  a  day  whloh  was  then  present,  art  aLt  an  hour

whloh  hed  then  Come  and  gone,   the  most  hellish  of  deeds  was  to  b®  enacted,.

It  had  been  determined  ®n  and  carried  out  even before  I  had  intimation  that

there  was  any  danger.     It  would  be  folly  for  me  to  att®xpt  to

DEscRIBE  ur  FEEI,I"Gs.

After  gazing  &t  the  paper  f or  some  time  I  dropped  it  on  the  floor,

turning  op ny  heel  and  8olng  dlroctly  t®  the  house  whore  I  had  been  stopping

b®f®r®.     Vth®n  I  entered  the  room  I  found  ny  friend  sittirig   chore.    Ag   soon

a8  he  saw me  he  turned  deadly  pale,  bat  never  uttered  a  woi-a.     I  said.  «¥ou

doubtless  thought  you  wore  aetlng  a friend  -  tbo  part  of  a friend  -  towards

me,  btit  you  have  deceived  me.     I  may  forgive  you,  but   I  earn  never  forget  lt."

"We  all  tho'`ight  lt  for  the  best  Charley."  he  commenced  to  say.  I)ut  I  did  'not

stay  to  hear more.     I  went  to  ny  room  and  remained  there  until  dark.  and  then

slgnlfl®d ny  lntontlon  fo  leave  the  place  lmediately.    I  felt  reckless  as  to

what  shoald  becozne  of  me.

AFrEB  vlsl8ING  QPREEc

end  other  places.  with  the  reward  of  $25.000  hanging  over  xpy  head.   I  did  not

thlm]z  lt  safe  to  remain  there,   and,  so   I  cemohadod  to  seek  an  asylum  lr2  foreign

lands ,
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I  her  nothing  now  to  I)ind  me  to  this  country,   s&v®  an  only

8lstor,  and  I  ]mow  she  would  never  want  fcir  kind  frl®nds  or  a  good  home.

For  nyself,   it  mattered  llttlo  where  I  went,   so  that  I  could  roam  once  more

a  free  nazi.     I  then went  on  a venture.  and  now,   ladles  and  8entlomon.  I  so

forth  again  on  a  Tenturo.     Gladly  would  I  h&To  remalnod  hidden  among  the

mltltud®:  but  the  storm  neeessltle8  arlslz]g  fron  the  blaetlng  of  ny  earthly

pro8pocts  have  forced  me  to  l®ar®  ny  solitude  and  to  stand  ngaln  befol.e  the

public  gaze  as  the  historian  of  ny  own  life.    One  mitlgatlon  to  its  dls-

ta8tofulnoss  in  this  and  qy  first  atteEapt.  however.1s  the  kindness  with

which  I  here  been  reo®iv®d  and  the  patience  with which  I  have  been  listened

to,  for  whloh  I  return  you,   ladles  end  gentlemen.  zny  sincere  and  heartfelt

thauts.   (Applans® )

Here  the   lecturer  finlsbed.     The  air  of  ''I)1xle"  was  g.iv®z),

and  for  some  time,  Surratt,among  the  ladies,  was  the  observed  of  all  ob-

8erTers.


