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.        ny  name  ls  ii.C.  I.jewman.   sane  being  iiathanlel  Charles  i]owmn.  has
born  near  tienderson.  fry..  Novombor  i.1857.  and  left  thor®  when  I  was
a  young  child.  and  wa.a  ta,ken by  ny  pa.rents  to  driondsvill®.Ill..  and
8thyed  there  until  I  was  a  f ow  years  old.  and we  then  moved  on  the
old  Raoooon  Creek.  where  ny  fatJ?.er  owned  a,nd  run  the  old  grist  mill
and  sawnlll  oomblned,  and  this  is  where  John W11ke8  booth  visited
our  home.    He  came.  a8  I  now  recollect.  on  Sunday  evening  or  night.
and  left  the  last  part  of  the  sane  week.    ly`hen  [3ooth  and  ny  fatbor
and  Ed W-alkor  got  on  horges  and  lof t.    d4y  fa.thor  was  gone  f cr  Boveral
days  and  I  never  lmow  whore  he  went.     Phe  next  tlBio  I   8aw  John  `ulllk®B
Booth  lt  appoarg  to  mo  like  lt was  ln Jamary.  but  I  am not  posltlve.
but  am  sure  it was  in  oold  weather.  and  wbat  makes  mo  reoolleot  it
Bo  Well  was  that  'i`au  Cyl®  LaBellott  had  a  mortgage  on  our  place  ln
the  amount  of  $500.00.  which  was  due  and  he was  going  to  seal  it.
and  Jay  mother  was  doun-hoarted.  and  Booth  told h®r  to  revive  up.
that  there  was  always  hopo8  as  long  as  there  was  life.    So  before  Booth
loft  be  gave  her  $500.00  and  hioth®r  got  on  a hor8®  the  next  morning
and went and  paid  the  mortgage  off .  and  i  had  that  mortgage  in  ny
po8session  until  ny  house  bum®d  down  here  in  1.inton,  and  ny  hou8o
burned  four  years  ago.    Am  the  last  time  I  r®ooll®ot  8eoing  Booth.
until  one  morning  1  think  a  year  or  8o  aLfter  h®  first  ¢&ue  to  our
house.  whom  ho  and  Liza  iliggins  and  Bill Bpper8on  cane  to  our  house
and  sat  out  in an  old  express wagon.  Epporson,  Booth  and  Hlggin6,  and
ny  i.ath®r  took  their  pictures,   (he  could  taLke  pictures).     .'i`ho  I.iz.st
time   that Booth  Cane  to  our  house  was  in  LLtry,   1865.   or  only  a  Short
while  after  w®  had  heard  that Booth  had  klll®d  t'I.esid®nt  iiincoln.     I
am  first  cou81n  to  John  wilkes  i}o6th.  ny  mother  and  his  not,her  were
sisters.    J}ooth was  all  in  the  first  time  h©  came  to  our  borne  from
long  travel  on  horseback.  and  suffering  greatly with  his  broken  right
foot  and  ankle,  his  foot  and  leg was  badly  Swollen  to  a-Dove  the  lmee,
full  of  fever  and  a  bad  lulxp  at  the  ball  of  tno  foot  and  big  toe.  and
Mother  put hot  cloths  on  it  all  night  and  oontinuod  to  treat  it  until
b®  loft.     One  evening while  Booth  mag  t,here  ho  told  m®  that  if  I  would
got  on  a horse  and  go  to  the  distillery  and  bring  back a  dehijchn  full
of  whlsfty,  that ho would  give  me  a  present.    'l'hi8  dlstlll®ry  was  just
about  two  and  a  hal±-  miles  up  a-Dove  u8,   on  a  Clay  bank.     I  went  and
brought  back  the  wbis]ry  and  the  next,  morning  he  gave  ne  a  five  dollar
bill.  and  I  went  to  ±`riendsvill®  and  bought  me  a  new pair  of  red  top
boots.  the  first  I  had  over  had,  and  the  next  Sunday  morning I  put  on
ny  tow  linen  Shirt  that  ny  Mother  had  made  for  ine.  and  the  new  boots.
and  wont  to  Sunday  Sonool  and  every  time    a bit  of  dust  would  get  on
the  boots  I  would  take  ny  bandkerchi®f  and  oloan  it  off.    The  above
picture  that  was  taken  of  Jchn  -w-ilkeB  booth  and  oth®r8.  by  ny  Father.
was  taken whoa  I  was  about  nine  years  old.    LLy  mother  had  the  picture
of  Booth  in  this  group  enlarged,  which  is. now  in  the  possession  of  ray
sister  la Allensvill®.111..  this  plot,ure  having  been enlarged  about
the  year  1876.     i  recognized  the  body  of  John  wilko8  booth while  it
was  ib  a  munny  condition while  here  ln  this  city  on  exhibition,  from
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lee  likonoss  to  his  picthre8  taken  ih  life.  and  corild  not  ±'ail  to
recognize  it  by  his  broken  right  foot  that  I  so  off,en  Ban  ny riot,her
dross.    But  I  am  satisfied  as  sure  a.s  I  am now  alive   that  the  body
I   saw  in  this  city  on  a.ichibition  during  the  month  of  Juno  1921.  was
the  body  of  ny  cousin,  Jchn Wilkes  Booth.     1  positively  lmow  that
John  `wilke8  Booth  was  not  mirdered.   because  I   sa;w  him many  different
ti.me8.  as  i  herein  stat,e.  begirming  Shortly  after  the  assassination
and  shortly  after  Booth was  supposed  to  have  b®en  killed,  at  the  t,iri]e8,
plaoeg  and  under  the  olrcumstances  a8  I  have  above  heroin  stated.    .ithen
he  left  our  bouse  the  last  tim  ny  4'ath®r.  Bill  Epperson. and  i.ize  Hlggin8
all  left  with  him.  and  ny  J!'ather  was  gone  for  several  days.  J!`ather  loft
word  by  ny  mother  that  if  any  one  asked  aLny  o±.  us  where  h®  had  gone  to
tell  them  that ho  had  gone  to  the  buohamn  settlemnt  to  a polltioal
meet,ing.    My  father.  Ijathaniel  ii`oster  lit©wnan.   orga,nized  and  was  tbo
rrosident  of  t,he  Ehights  of  the  Golden  Circle.  and  a,t  the  tim  of  the
Olnoy  raid was when  the  Republicans  tore  tip  the  i)emoora,tic  Press,  and
ny  ±`ather  got  700  men  and  went  thol`e  and  surrounded  the  town  and  they
gave  .uem 24  hours  to  put  the  Press  back  ln  porfeot  repa,ir.  Or  they
would  destroy  the  town  and  the  Press  was  then  made  aB  good  as  nem

'i'hen  old  vfaddy  Buoharmn  and  about  80:. taezi  oame   to  our  house  and
asked  for  ny  JS`&ther  to  oapt,ufo  him.     rty  Father  and  throe  other  men
hid  in  the  willows  on  the  creek  and  w'addy Buchanan went  up  to  the
J`.ouse  and  asked  Jay  irothar  whore  J}`ather  was.   and  8ho  told  him  he  was
up  ln  the  Buchanan  Sot,Clement  at  a  political  meeting.  and  old  Waddy
Buohanan  said  to  the   other  mom  -  `'Com  on.  bays.  we  will  get  old  J!`o8
Howmn."    q!hen  ny  Father  went  and  gathel.ed  nis  men  and  went  to  neat
them  and  before  tboy  came  together  tbe  old  men  of  tbe  County  got  old
Waddy Buohanan  to  dl3band  and  leave,  and  that  Stopped  the  trouble.

Joch  Wilk®B  Booth'B  mother'B  name  was  Efiary  fillen.   and  her  maiden
nana  was  riary  Ellen  Lzartindale.  and  ny  inoth®r' 8  name  was  +Jllzabeth
tleed,  half  sister  of  ny  a;unt,.  John  t!Jilke8  Booth's  mother.  being  Mary
Bllon Booth.  wi±`e  of  Junlus  J3rutus  Booth.  ny  uncle  by  mrriage.    ny
father was  a  Strong Democrat.    Old  Anthony  Ch®volet  and  two  other  inn
Came  past  our  Shop  and  got  in  a  i.usa  with  q8r  father  and  oallod  hizn a
"Socesh"  and  a  "Southern  syxpat,hizer."    lfy  father  got  his  gun  and  mrd®
them  leave,  but  they  1.enewed  the  ±'u8s  that  night.  but  no  one  wag  hurt.
Booth was  lame.  of  course.  wit,h  his  broken  foot,  his  right  broken  foot
being  a  little  slued.     I  ]mow  that wh®n J}ooth would  take  cold  or  talk  too
n"ch.  he  would  get  awfully  hoarse.  and  he  ta.ught  me  the  best  remedy  for
hoargenos8  I  ha.e  ever  u8od.  Consisting  of  grease  fried  from  smoked  hog
bacon.  in  oorminat,ion with  soda  and  salt.  .mdo  into  a  gargle  for  the
throat.     I  remeri>er  amusing 6ooth  by  tolling  our.  old  pacing  sow with
corn which  I  would  run  and  drop  after  mo.  pa,ssing  around  a  pile  of  gaw
logs  at  the  mill.  which  amused  him  greatly.  as  ho  watohod  the  sow  in
her  peculiar  runniag pao®.

!i'h®   Eta,tements  I  have  made  above  were  kept  i.resh  in  ny  memory  from
obildhood  by  conversat,ions  concerning  them with  memers  of  ray  family,
which was  the  one  inoidont,  of  interest  in  the  life  of  our  1.amily.  and
lt  is  as  Clear  to  ray  memory  now  as  if  it  had  happened  only  a  few  years
past.

( SIGNro)   N.a.   iw-ew:,lan
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Bofor®  me,   the  undersigrod.  a  lx-otary  Public  ln  and  for  the  Said
County  and  State.  personally  appeared  ;;athaniel  Ch&rl®s  ilowman,  who
on  oath  ao]aiowl®dgod  the  ®xeoution  of  the  above  and  foregoing  State-
ment  or  narrative.  and  says  that  the  Same  is  true  ln  sub8tanc®  and  ln
fact,

Withess  ny  hand  and  notarial  Seal.  this  the  27th  day  of  Juno  19i;1.

( SEL)

My  ooml8sion  explre8  lz-4-22

( SIGRED)   JsmmfL  Pearce
iriotay  jthlio.
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