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" You  appear  lo   bc  a   great ,admirer of   the,,

Booth  family." said  (h.  writer  (o  a  well  k[iown
actor.

•.I   ha`.c   known   :ht'm,   all,"  he   answered.
" Ii is now  more  than  i score  of years since   I

jcccplcd     an    engagement,     to     play.  for    a
short    season     at      Wallack`s     old      .heatrc„
Hroadwa}',    near    Broome,    then     `Inder     the
direction  of  J.  I.ewis  Bdker and  George  Ryan.
and    known    as   .Mat.`.     Pre`.o3l's     Theatre.
The  house  was   ofencd  in()re   ftir   the  purpose
of  introducing  set.cra!   stars   who liad  made   a
rejuLation   (hri)ugbou[   the   \Vest   and   South,
but    ``'crc  en`irel}'  u7:[mown    lo  a  metropoli(an
audieiice.  aild  `i.ere  unal)le  Lo  obtain  a   hearing
at  the  older  find  so.callcd  legitimate   houses  of
(hatda}..     .\Iary    Prev-os..   !ierself   was  oncof
lhose  who   `.ere  tabooed.  and  a better   actress
did  no:   tread   the   Ltoards   a(   (hi(   (ime,   an{l,
with   Lhe exception  of  .\Iiss  Clara  Morris,  none
hat.e  since.     Afler  I lay3ng a  few  of  her  favor-

use  a  professional  term);  knocked   me   tiff   my

pins,  upsc`,  and cotnrile(t:ly  left  mc   without.aL
word  to sii} '     Yes,.  sir.  an   old  actor   like   me
(hat yoh  ``.oj-id   suppose  an   earthquake   could
iiot move,   was  tongue-`:e'd~unaljlc   to   speak
his  lines.'

•`.'Perhaps  }.oL  .ne...er  h.new   them,'  said   our

sauct.   soubrette.       The   old   man   smiled   and
(hen   glaring  al   her  said:     `  Not  know  Shak-
spere?'      I-le  'lurnec    from   her   with     a   con.

brilliancy,  chafir.g   under a rest

to  be  doing Something.     It  is   the   ooly  living
thing  I  could  liken   him  to.     After   the   usual
introductions  .vcre   over,  with   a   sharp.  j.erky
manner    he    commenced     the    rehearsal.     1'
watched   l]im   closely  and   perceived   the   en-
comiums   passed   upon   him  by  the   old   actor
were nottn   the   least   exaggerated.     Reading
entirely  new  to  us,    he   gav.c;   business   never
thought  of by  the .oldest stager,  h6 introduced;

temptut)us     smile.        `  \`.'hy,    thell,.   Said   Jim`and,-when  tie  rehearsal  was  over,  oneand  all
Collier.     `were    .\o`-sc    much   a(   sea   if   you
`vere         sc,    \    wet:         `;p         in         the         lines?
`Wai(      ..ill       }.oi      see     him     yourself,      then

ask.      I    tcll   }'()u     gentlemen,    there   is   more
magnetism  in  Wilkes  Booth's  eye  than  in  any
human  beings  I  c\.er   saw..     I   listened  to  the
old  actor  with  p`eas'L,re,  and   set   him   down  as
ari enthusiast --A not  uncommon thing amongst
some    `.eterdi`s    o:'    lte    Stage,    although    as  a
rulc  the}.  are   a[l   lo   `.drrj  atlhe  present   ai|u
deplore  the  d(`wnfall    o].   lhc   past.      `What  do

you   think,'   sc;id    [r:.     Tillon   to    me.        `You
know   the   }.oun`L.    ?mar..r    lJrother,  Edwin,  and

played  ``'ith  the  ;dt:rer   of   the   boys.      So  halve
I  ;   but don't   }.o'.   think  our  friend  exaggerates
abil?'      .  b.o,  I  do  no'.,'    said    I,   `  for   I   know

ite  characters,  sul?:  as  .Tulia,  Pdrthenia,  Juliet. I  the  gellius  that  rul`is  :r  the  blood  of  the  Booth

admitted    a   grea.t    actor    was    amongst    us.

uf::Wjingtch,!}:n°gw:h:s°ew:rrso'u:CdwH3,Smvenr:tptaor`!bc:
affrightcd at night,  as he might   (he  said,  with
a smile) throw  a little more   fire  into  the   part
than   at   rehearsal.     Lady.Anne   (Miss   Gra?)
was  gently admonished;   Ri'chmond.  who  was
Jim  Collier,  was   blun[l}'  told   to 'look   out  in
ihecombatscene.     Jim,  who  vi'as   (and   prot)-
ably  is  now) some(hing   of   an  aLhletc,  smiled
a    sickly    smile     at     the     idea    of    arlybodv.

!gelting   the   best   of   him  in   acombat   scer`,e,
arld  io  a sottQ voce  said  to.Jim   Ward,   . K eep

your eye on  mc to-night.'
" The  c`.ening  a?rived,   .he  house  was  fair

only, and his reception  was not as warm as his
merits   deserved.      The   soliloquy  over,   then

Widot`.     Cheerl}.,     and     ,some     others,       her   famil}.,  ant.I  I`.L``-e   i:eer-   it  Crop   uP  at   .imes  in    came  the  scene  with   King   Henry,  and  break-
bri||iant cngagemer:i  was   suddenly  brought,to   just Such  a  manner  as  be  describes.     The  last    ing  loose  fr.om   all   the   old   orthodox,  tic.wig
ac|ose  by  the,arri`.al   (i/   the   archenemy  con.   Cng`1B€ment    thdt    the    great    Juni`ls    Rrutus    business   of   the    Richards   since   the   days  of
Sumplion,    and    she    ``.al    forced    to    retire   |o    Booth   .Pld}.el:    in    S`a:`.    r`rancisco    onl}i  a   few

ri`.ate  life.      BL:t    what    hfls    this    to   do   with   u'Ceks  before  his  rleatt..   I   `vas  cast   ftjr  Pdrson

Wilkcs  Booth  :r     Much     (or  it  `vas  |his  sudden|Welldo   in   a   `'ew    `'.-a}.   to   Pa}.    Old    Debts.
rctiremem    Gf      .\1iss     Prcvosi    ihat    brought   And   When  Sir    (:  'Ies    .r.cmmed  inoh  all   sides,
``'ilkes    first   before    a    .\.ew    `'ork    audience.:is   unable   t(J    bred}:    ike    combination  against
Tlte   nana:`?em'cnt.  in    .  ihealarm  of  fear,I   bc.   him,  Sees   `r.e    TJaLc.rJri   approaching,   ..ltr|Ton

gan     lo     ponder     the    5i.uatio|i.     and_  fi.oni    a   immpJ!::Cl:y.    lJectJ[ncs    a    lamlJ.      :1is    look  of
•Coignc    of   `.antagc  I   descried   in  the  distance  heavenl}'    Sweelr)es'`   W}icn  I   lo.1   him    of   the

a }.oung  man.  tjare!:`.   i,asscd   his  teeris,  whose   marriage   Of   his   daughter   `vas   a  st'udy  ;   but
fame    had   alre.  d\'    reached   the    cities    of    the   When  he  Icarnetj  She  ``'as  ``'e(1tled  to  liis  bitter.

Eist.    and     deeiiiing    tjlm     a    strong     card    to'Cstenem)-,.Oni}.  a  Dor``'.C    Peiicil    co`i|d   depict

Pla}',       lost       nc       time       in       seeking       him    .he    diabolic     ma]18llil:..     of    the     nian.       The
out.  and   i)ffering   hirp    an   opening   at   a  New  marks  Of  his  fingers   :  carried  upon  my   throat
York   IIiju`c.        He    rc.adily     snapped     at   the   forda}.S   after.  and   ``.hen    he   shrieked   in  my
oPporlunit}..      Theopii?i`e   to   open   on    the   fo|.  ear  With  his  llc[  breath,  and  the  foam  dropping
lorving  .`Ioliday  n.as    Richard    Ill.       Monda}t  from      his    I;r/-tel:    me,    de`'i!,    arc    they
morning   caime    fH    rchcarsal    `vi|h    |hc   star.   married?.       I    llad   but   to   rei)I).     `the.`.     are.
and  lhe coqupany  had   all. assembled   awaiiing   .Out  `Vas   una.Dle   to   do   So.     So   }'ou   see   I  am
him.     Man}.  `verc  the sl6rics  told  of   his  won.   Prepared   for   any.hing   this  wondcrfd|  youiig
derful  gifts  al`d ecrer}tricitics.       One  old  mern.   man  lnay  turn  olJt  to  be.
ber of  the  comr)an}..  who  had  |>|a}.cd  with  hiiri        "AHhat  moment a  Commotion  was  heard  at
through  Georgia,  I.rorthcsied  he  would  make  zi  the  back Of   the  Stagc`  and    Baker.s  voice  `vas
tcrrifichit.     SLiidhe          I    aman  old    man    at   heardto   Sa.`.       `(-JhL   not   waiting   long;    you
thcbusilless  aod   lia`.c   seen   add   played   with;  arc  On  lime  !'     And   ftriding   down  the  centre
Some of  the grcatcsi  tragedians  the  ".or|d   has  Of the §tagc  Came  lhc  }'oung  man  himself  who

:yvec`::v:i:.c.d]t':.::;ap?::s:C:i?hdc.h°ar};s+Cr£:i::'Pna,Sh:efit::oerdy':fpo]:?cSout::t:}?auf:;::[:rnd:s`.eiahr:

i'o':':a;:ea:s?{[:fnpwr`otfhes:::rae,S';xbpuetr£:nrfc:"tT£=:`oargdeerbe,`i"gght€,arwke::I::dcdne`:?;Cteur`nheedf:;t:::
young man  Wilkes  Booth (I  might call  him  a  revealed a face and   form   not easily described

o, or fo`rgottcn.     You   have   seen  a high-me(tlcdbo}.),  this,boy,  is:he fir5l  actor   that   ever
racer with his sleek skin apd   eye   of   unusual

Garrick  down to joannes,  he ga`'e  such a fen-
diLion   of  (he  crook-back  t`'rant  as  was  'never
seen   before,   and   perhaps   nc`.cr  will   again.
Whether.  it   ``.as  in  the  gentle   wooing  of   [he
L;dv  Anne,   the  hypocrisy  bf  the  k.ing,  or  the
malignant  joy  at  Buckiiigham.§  capture  down
to  the  fight  and death  of  .he  t}.rant, originality
was  stamped  all  overand  through the  perform-
ance.     It   was  a  terrible   picture,  but  i[  ha.d  a
humorous  side  one  nigtlL.      At  (be  Commence-
men[  of   the   combat,  when   Richard,   covered
with   blood   and   the   dust   of   the   battle.field,
crusses  swords  with  Richmond,  Collier  looked
defiant   and   almost   seemed   to   sa}.  :   "  \-ow.
Mr.  Wilkes   Booth,  }.uu   hal.e  been  frightening
ever}'bod}'  to-night,  try   it   on    mc?"     And   at
the   lines   whcrc   Richard   sa}is,    "A  drendful
lay ;  hcre's todecide it."     The  showcrof blows
came  furious   from   Richard's  sword   up()n  the
de`'olcd  carl.'s  hca`l.     Now  was   Collier's  turn,
antl  I)ravely did  he  retLlrn  them  ;   wi(h  rene``.et]

s.rcligth   Rii.hard   rained   blows.upon  blows  so
fds[  that   thi`  athletic  Jim   began  (o  wince-as
much as  to  say.   " How   long  is  this  going  Lo
last:J"     }'othirig   daun[ed.    Collier   with    both
hands   clenched   his    p(.werful   weapon,  bu(   it
was only  a  lea(her  upon  Boo(h's  sword.     .Tim
was  the  first  to  show  evidence of  e.`hauslion.
and  no.worldcr,  nothirlg   could  withstand   the
trip-hammer   blows  cf   (hat   Richard,     Wd(ch_
ing      for      his      hecid's     proteciion,     he     ``.as
Lo-r).    unmi:`dful      uf     his



he  was  aware  of   it,Lthe
was   discomfited-beaten:   a,nd     lay  L)pon   his
back   in   the   orchestra,  where   the   maddened
Boo(h  had  driven -him.

".The  fight 6`'cr, .the curtain descended.  but

:€°a9dt,hb:?-uido,n:ic::S:.as¥haenEa:dell:-:::`hi;:
and  the glazed open eye.     Could  i[ be possible
•this  was  (he   man  who  only   a   few   moments

) before  not)ody   could'-wi(hs(and   in   his   fury;
now   a   limp   liiass   of-  exhausted   riature,   his

I tiervcs  all  u,ns.rung,  and  whom  a  child  might
conquer ?

"Well,  the piece.  as may  be imagined.  wa.s a

success-a |rosi(ive and  an unqualified §ucces§,
so  much  s.o   that it was kept on  the  balance Qf
the   week.     The   Robbers   rvas   cal]cd'for  re-
hearsal   next,  and   as   usua_I  the   war  ((hen  in

.'progress)  was.   the sole   topic  of  conve`rsation.

+htequceos:::.::::;or::>:,:¥teh`.ee:,:a;:i:,;d:fav::
throughout (he Sou(h.  and  had  the  same sym-

pathy  tha( (he merchant had who saw  his trade
diverled  through  o.her chal`ne]s.     Not  aL  word
of   politics  was ever  heard from  Booth during
the  first  week of  his engagement,  although  he
was aa   attcnti`'e   listener to  the angry discus-
sions  pro.   and   con.,  1!11   one  m6rning   some-
body  (I  forget whom) read aloud  from  a news.
paper of  (I]e arrcs( of Marshal  George P. K.ape
in   Baltimore,  and   his   inc;rcera`ion   in   Fort
Mcllcnr}.  by   order  of   S[anton.     One  of  the
company  (now   dead) wl`o  shall  bc  nameless.
approved . heartily of   the act,   and  den.ounced
theeotire   cit.vol   Baltimore   as   a  hot-bed   a.
Rebels.  and   shouftl  be   razed  to   the  ground.
His  oppo.nent  took   an   cnlirel}'  differept  `'iew
of   the  question,  and   thought  the  le`ielling   to
tbe earth sbou.ld  be  done to   one  Edwin   Slan-
ton by the aid of  a pistol  shot.     The unfortun-
ate Lincoln's name was  nc\.er  mentioned.     At
the   suggestion  of   shooting   Stanlon.   a  voice.
trcmuloL.s  with   emotion,   at   the   back   of   (he
stage  was   hcald   to  exclaim.     `\'c§.   sir,  }rou
are  righl!'     It  was  Booth's.       .  /  A.w{t:,JGeorge`

P.  Kanc   well.  he  is   m}.   friend,  and  the   man
who  could drag   him   from   the   bosom of   his
(amity  tor  no crime wha(e\.er,   bu(  a  mere  Sus-

picion   t`hat   he   »m.i'  commit   one   some   time,
deserves a  dog's  death  !.

" It was flo( the rna(ter of what hc said,  it was

the   mai`ner   and   general   appearance   of   the
speaker,  that awed us.     It would   remind   }.ou
of  Lucifer.s defiance at  the council.     He stood
there the embodiment of e`.il. `  But it  was   for
a moment only,  for in the  next breath  with  I)is
sharp.  ringing   `.oice,   hc   exclaimed,   .Go   on
with  the  rehearsal  !'

" That day and  its e`'ents passed from mem-

ories of  Lhe  majori(y of us..bu(  I    never   cchld
I.orget the   scene,  the   stauesque   figure  of  the

young   man   uttering   those   few  words in  the
centre of the old §[age of Wallack.s can`  never

" Some momhs after  I   was   atyakencd   one

morning  from   a   sound   slccp  and   t.old   that
Prcsidcnt Liticoln bad been  shot.     HaLlf dazed
I  inquired  when.  and  wbcre,  and   beil)g   (old..
asked   who   was  (hc-assassin?    Wilkc§  Boo(h
is thought to bc.  but i[ is   ol]ly   a   supposi.ion
•Lat he is the guill}. one.     I  felt i. -as but too
true,  for   I  could  see  him  in  my mind.s c}.c as
upon  the(   da}'   in   (he   old    theatre   tThen   I)c
would     have  .under(aken   any   -last.     how-
ever   bold.    A  .few    hours   after    proved   the
rutnor to bc true.     The Jasi-.act of (he  tragcd}-
all are familiar with. and  one daiy  standing   .L
the gra`'e outside  of Ba]timorc` trheTe   all   tl)at
is mortal of  father   afid   son   lie,  I   cotild   not
Stifle  in.porics ol  the  past,  and felt like  drop-
ping a  iear of  pit}. over lhc sudden   add  .carly
downfall of one so promising. (ha( had bc lived
migl)(   now   be   deligl)tit.g   nigh(ly   .thousands
with his  powerful ac(ing.-"

JOHN  WILKES

A TonctLln. I-t.er from ni. Wldo-la
B.pl, .® .A lbqplrr.

Several weeLrs .go aD Item ap|x3are®  ln  th.
FI±n_A_Lti  TelatlTe to some peTeon iti  BirmiDg-
mqb AlaL. *bo  had  wiltton 1 t>ooL ID whleb
he  .ttempted  to  snow  that   John  Wilke.
Bcottl. the asses.in of rTesldept LIDcoLp. wa.
gtl)I  .lIT®.   It  ls  not  getieran}'  howTL  that
Booth. at  the  tlm® of  his death. left a dhow
lndtvechlmperi Jet suct]aptNan to  I     `®
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THE   DEATH   OF I:00tiL
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.it..®ti-t ®r  .h.  qi.ra=c.T.
(Iba i..}tf cat.vetin.i  -

At the €tlg:e.scion  Of  John Brow[]. his `Tar`i]er-
hg potters took cohe`rence  .rid  exanE.;c. .tnd be
remembered the DoaDncr in which old F!rjwa hid
'Det hie fate. atLd Booth tried ti> be his pppi|.

-Capt.in."  calJt'd  J}ooth. asgtiniiiig  a  holloFT,
theatrial Voice. ..tire ne.a lit ing chfiit€ :  ` itb-
drBw mr men 100 |tace3 from the bun`. and i n
come out and fight }/ju I.'

Thi.  had  been  Jul.tt  Brow{i.i  rapue`ct.  when
entnpped ia h:i engine hous;e. aLid L®uth ail..ired
to d`.e :i ke Broth.

I}e  reh.ated  tnc  reqnest. and  tbought i{ qniie
mmc-rciful that he uas riu. accord`+ a li... k s.age
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