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514 Documents

5. The Assassination of President Lincoln, 1805.

Tue following letter, now in the possession of Mr. Hadley 1.
Walch, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, son of the man to whom it was
addressed, was brought to the attention of the Rewieze by Professor
C. H. Van Tyne. The writer, Hon. James Tanner, now residing in
Washington, where since 1904 he has heen register of wills for the
District of Columbia, kindly consents to its publication.  Born in
1844, Mr. Tanner enlisted early in the Civil War in the 87th New
York Volunteers, and lost hoth legs at the second battle of Dull Run.

In 1864 |[he writes] I attended Ames’s Business College, Svyracuse,
New York, for the purpose of studyving shorthand.  Henry . Walch, of
Grand Rapids, Michigan, was a fellow student of shorthand and we kept
up a desultory acquaintance for some years. That winter of "04 1 came
to Washington to take a clerkship in the War Department.  Walch
continued his study and perfected himself in shorthand and was for
many years, | think, reporter in the courts at Grand Rapids, Michigan.!

Mr. Tanner remembers writing the letter to Walch. On the
same day or the day preceding he wrote to his mother a long letter
of similar purport. From that letter, which afterward came ito
his possession, a paragraph is quoted in an account by him of Presi-
dent Lincoln’s death, in the New York Sun of April 16, 1905; this
quotation is repeated in David M. DeWitt's The Assassination of
Abraham Lincoln, p. 270.

Ordnance Office, War Department,
Wasninaron, April 17, 18035
Friend Walch:

Your very welcome letter was duly received by me and now [ will
steal a few minutes from my duties in the office to answer it,

Of course, you must know as much as I do about the terrible events
which have happened in this city during the past few days. 1 have
nothing else to write about so 1 will give vou a few ideas about that,
perhaps which vou have not vet got from the papers.

Last Friday night a friend invited me to attend the theatre with him,
which I did. 1 would have preferred the play at Ford's Theatre, where
the President was shot, but my friend chose the play at Grover's, which
was “ Aladdin, or the Wonderful Lamp ™2  While sitting there witness
ing the play about ten o'clock or rather a little after, the entrance door
was thrown open and a man exclaimed, * President Lincoln is assassi
nated in his private box at Ford's!™ Instantly all was excitement and
a terrible rush commenced and someone cried out, * Sit down, it is a
ruse of the pickpockets.” The audience generally agreed to this, for
the most of them sat down, and the play went on; soon, however, a
gentleman came out from behind the scenes and mformed us that the
sad news was too true.  We instantly disperaed
L Mro Walch occupied that position from 1864 i1l his death in 1920

2 Grover's, or the New National Theatre, <till called by the latter name
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On going ont in the street we were horrified to learn that Mr. Seward
had been attacked and <everely injured while in bed at his house.
Myself and friend went up to Willard's* which is a short distance above
Grover's, to learn what we could, but could learn nothing there.  The
people were ternibly u\ril#d. Ford's Theatre is on Tenth St. between
I oand F, Grover's 15 on the Avenue near Fourteenth St.oand just below
Willard's; it is about four blocks up from Ford's. My boarding house
is right opposite Ford's Theatre. We then got on the cars and went
down to Tenth St. and up Tenth St. to Ford's and to my boarding house.
There was an immense throng there, very quiet vet very much excited;
the street was crowded and T only got across on account of my hoarding
there. The President had been carried into the adjoming house * to
where 1 board: I went up to my room on the second floor and out on
the balcony which nearly overhangs the door of Mr. Peterson’s house.
Members of the calinet, the chief justice. Generals Halleck, Meiggs,
Augur and others were going in and out, all looking anxious and
sorrow-stricken. By leaning over the ratling | could learn from time
to time of His Excellency's condition, and soon learned that there was
no hope of him. Soon they commenced taking testimony in the room
adjoming where he lay, before Chiet Justice Carter,® and General
Halleck ® called for a reporter: no one was on hand, but one of the head
clerks in our office, who boarded there,” knew | could write shorthand
and he told the General <o, and he bade him call me, <o he came to the
door and asked me to come down apd report the testimony. | went
down and the General passed me in, as the house was strictly guarded,
of course. I went mto a room between the rear room and the front
room. ™ Mro. Lincoln was in.the front room weeping as though her
heart wounld hreak.  In the back room lay His Excellency breathing
hard, and with every breath a groan.  In the room where | was were
Generals Halleck, Meiggs, Augur and others, all of the cabinet excepting
Mr. Seward, Chief Justice Chase and Chief Justice Carter of the
District of Columbia, Andrew Johnson® and many other distinguished
men. A solemn silence pervaded the whole throng: it was a terrible
moment.  Never in omy lifé was | surrounded by hali so impressive

circumstances.  Opposite me at the table where | sat writing sat Seere-.

CWillard's Hotel.

U The Petersen honse at 353 (now 5160 Tenth Street, still standing, in which
the present occupant, Mro O H. Oldrovd, has for many vears preserved his
Limcoln Memorial Collection

5 David K. Cartter, chief gustice of the supreme court of the District of (

Columlna

G My Tanner telle the editor that the siame of Halleek was written by
madvertence . 1t was Major General € Co Augur, then commanding the department
of  Washington ’

1 was Albert Dagpett. afterward of some prominence as the contractor for
post card

Ihe honse was two rooms deep, but with an 1 The Presulent had heen

laid on a bed in the 1. room on the first floor, here designated as the rear room,
There is a diagram of the house i Nicolay and Hay's Abraham Lincoln, X, 300,
wmed a diapram and o preture o Oldrovd. Assassination of Ihraham [ incoln, pp.
6. 20

My Tanner thinks that this was an error, that Johnson was not present

It there 1= evilence that the Vice Presudent came i for a brief period
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tary Stanton writing dispatches to General Dix and others, and giving
orders for the guarding of Ford's and the surrounding country. At the
left of me was Judge Carter propounding the questions to the witnesses
whose answers [ was jotting down in Standard Phonography. T was
so excited when I commenced that I am afraid that it did not much
resemble Standard Phonography or any other kind, but I could read it
readily afterward, so what was the difference? In fifteen minutes |
had testimony enough down to hang Wilkes Booth, the assassin, highes
than ever Haman hung.' 1 was writing shorthand for about an hour
and a half, when I commenced transcribing it. 1 thought [ had been
writing about two hours when [ looked at the clock and it marked half
past four A. M. I commenced writing about 12 M. | could not believe
that it was so late, but my watch corroborated it. The surrounding
circumstances had so engrossed my attention that | had not noticed the
flight of time. In the front room Mrs. Lincoln was uttering the most

- heartbroken exclamations all the night long. As she passed through the

hall back to the parlor after she had taken leave of the President for
the last time, as she went by my door I heard her moan, * O, my God,
and have I given my husband to die,” and 1 tell vou | never heard so
much agony in so few words. The President was still alive, but sinking
fast. He had been utterly unconscious from the time the shot struck
him and remained so until he breathed his last. At 0:45 Saturday
morning I finished my notes and passed into the back room where the
President lay; it was very evident that he could not last long. There
was no crowd in the room, which was very small, but [ approached quite
near the bed on which so much greatness lay, fast losing its hold on this
world. The head of the bed was toward the door: at the head stood
Capt. Robert Lincoln weeping on the shoulder of Senator Summner
General Halleck stood just behind Robert Lincoln and [ stood just to the
left of General Halleck and between him and General Meiggs.!'  Secre-
tary Stanton was there trying every way to be calm and yet he was
very much moved. The utmost silence prevailed, broken only by the
sound of strong men’'s sobs. It was a solemn time, | assure you. The
President breathed heavily until a few minutes before he breathed his
last, then his breath came easily and he passed off very quietly.

As soon as he was dead Rev. Dr. Gurley, who has been the 'resident’s
pastor since his sojourn in this city,'* offered up a very impressive
prayer. | grasped for my pencil which was in my pocket, as | wished
to secure his words, but I was very much disappointed to find that my
pencil had been broken in my pocket. [ could have taken it very easily

10 Mr. Tanner writes, ** Various witnesses were brought in who had either
been in Ford's Theatre or up in the vicinity of Mr. Seward’s residence. Among
them were Harry Hawk, who had been Asa Trenchard that night in the play,
Owur American Cousin, Mr. Alfred Cloughly, Colonel G. V. Rutherford, and others

Through all the testimony given by those who had been in Ford's
Theatre that night there was an undertone of horror which held the witnesses
back from positively identifying the assassin as Booth.  Said Harry Hawk, * To
the best of my belief, it was Mr. John Wilkes Booth, but I will not be positive,’
and so it went through the testimony of others but the sum total left no doubt
as to the identity of the assassin.”

11 See the diagram in Nicolay and Hay.

12 Rev. Dr. Phineas D. Gurley, of the New York Avenue Preshyterian

Church.
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as he spoke very favorably tor reporting.  The friends dispersed. Mrs.
Lincoln and family going to the White House, which she had leit the
night before to attend the theatre with him who never returned to it
except in his coffin,

Secretary Stanton told me to take charge of the testimony | had
taken, so I went up to my room and took a copy of it, as | wished to
keep both my notes and the onginal copy which T had made while
there in the house.  They will ever be cherished monuments to me of
the awful night and the circamstances with which I found myself so
unexpectedly surrounded and which will not soon he forgotten.'s

Saturday night | took the copy | had made to the Secretary's house,
but as he was asleep 1 did not see him. so | left them with my card. 1
tell vou, I would not regret the time and money | have spent on PPhonog-
raphy if it never brought me more than it did that night, for that brought
me the privilege of standing by the deathbed of the most remarkable
man of modern times and one who will live in the annals of his country
as long as she continues to have a history.

Frank Leshie’s Hustrated will have a good picture of the building
there made celebrated by this sad event on that evening. | saw the
sketeh made by the artist of the theatre, and it was very correct, indeed.
He also sketched the inside of 'the room where the President died, also
the outside of the building, as well as the adjoining buildings on both
sides.  You will see the house 1 board i has a balcony along the front
of the two rooms on the second floor: I occupy both of those rooms. '

You can imagine the feeling here by judging of the feeling in vour
own place, only it is the more horrifyving from the fact that the President
lived in our midst and was universally beloved by the People.

This morning there was published in the Chronicle the statement of
one of the witnesses whom 1 reported, Mr. James B. Ferguson.’® You
will doubtless see it in vour papers as it is most important. 1 have an
idea, which is gaining ground here, and that is that the assassin had
assistance in the theatre, and that the President was invited there for
the express purpose of assassinating him.  The theatre is very strictly
guarded now night and day.

Very truly vour friend,
JAMES TANNER.

O. 117, I Gladstone to Sir Frederick Bruce, 18060.
Tue following letter, addressed on February 5, 1800, by Mr.
Gladstone, then chancellor of the exchequer, to the British minister
m Washington, Sir Frederick Bruce, was found by Dr. PPaul Knap-

14 They were subsequently bound in 4 volume, and presented by Mr. Tanner
to the Union League Club of Philadelphia, of whose Lincoln Memorial Collection
they now form a part.

W EFvank Leslic's Hlustrated Weekly tor April 29 has drawings, by Albert
Berghaus, of the scene in the President’s box at Ford's Theatre, and of the scene
i the room where he died; the issue for May 20, of the exterior of the theatre
and of the Petersen house, showimng also the house next door, and its halcony

1 Washington Morning Chromele Testimony of Ferguson, who kept a res-
tanrant adjoining the theatre, is also in Benn Pitman’s edition of the Trial of the

Conspirators, pp. 70 77

&
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JACKSON AND THE NMIisStoNARIES

Ix his splendid work entitled 77 Supreme Court in United States
History, 11. 22822, Mr. Charles Warren prints a supposed letter
by President Jackson to ** The Amerncan Doard of Missionaries ™
This letter is apparently copied by Mr. \Warren from Seyvmour Dun
bar’s History of Travel in cAmerica, 1. 306, which quotes it from
the St. Joseph Beacon, of South Bend. Indiana, of September 2,
1832, The concluding part of the last sentence is, according to Mr.

Warren, a * characteristically pungent comment by Jackson ™ that
missionaries are, * ‘ by their injudicions zeal (to give it no harder
namie ), too apt to make themselves obnoxions to those among whom
they are located " ™.

Having doubts, 1 wrote to the Rev. Dr. James 1., Barton, senior
secretary of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, who writes that, in the carly correspondence of the Board
over the Cherokee incident, all of which has been preserved, there is
no letter from President Jackson, nor any mdication whatever of
any communication from him except what is contained in the fol-
lowing letter from lLewis Cass addressed to William Reed, chair-
man of the Prudential Committee of the Board, and dated from the
Department of \War, November 14, 1831.

Sir:

I have received and submitted to the President the memorial of ihe
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions iransmitted
in your letter of the 3d inst., and 1 am instructed by him to inform vou
that, having on mature consideration satisfied himself that the Legis-
latures of the respective states have power to extend their laws over all
persons living within their houndaries, and that when thus extended,
the various Acts of Congress providing a mode of proceeding in cases
of Indian intercourse inconsistent with these laws hecome imoperative,
he has no acthority to interfere under the circumstances stated in the
memorial,

I have the honor to he

Very respectinlly
Your obedient servant,
LEW (CASS.

Led by a reference to the matter in a typewritten monograph on

e e T iy - L . TR "
Official Newspaper Organs and their Activities, 1835-1837 ", sub-
mitted in competition for the Justin Winsor Prize by 5. M. Eriks-

son, I have found in Jackson's official organ, the Globe, for October

5>

22,1832, the following editorial statement -

We are now authorized to declare, in the most positive manner, that
the President did not write the letter in question; and we also assert,
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that the disparaging sent'ment with regard to Missionaries generally,
i~ as unjustly imputed to him as the writing of the letter itself.  The
I'restdent never helieved that Missionaries were “apt to make them-
selves obnoxious to those among wwhom they weere located "—on the con-
trary we have heard him often express the opinion, that for the most
part, they have obtamed a great influence over the barbarous nations
whom they are sent to enlighten, which has alwars proved salutary when
confined to the objects of their religious calling, as the ambassadors of
Christ.

The editorial also referred to ™ the reported disavowal of the Board
of Commissioners, with regard to having received such letters ™
On October 24, the Globe printed a very long editorial entitled the
* Missionaries 7, vehemently asserting that the letter was forged,
and stating that ** this forgery, has been imposed on immense num-
bers of good and pious persons in every section of the Union. It
has heen published in almost all the opposition papers, and circu-
ated i myvriads i Mame and other States on the eve of elections,
n httle handbills not larger than the palm of the hand . The editor
idds that ** the National Republicans, who have propagated it, make
10 effort to detect the felon ™,

It 1s curious that ninety vears after the issue of this forged letter,
t should appear again and deceive a careful historian; while all rec-
wd of the denial of its authenticity seems to have disappeared from
he records of the American Board.

DeErNARD C. STEINER.

LLINCOLN AND CATHOLICISM

.

In " An American Protestant Protest against the Defilement of

frue Art by Roman Catholicism 7, recently circulated by the million.
\hraham Lincoln 1s quoted as saving :

‘niortunately, 1 feel more and more, every day, that it is not against
e Americans of the South alone T am fighting. It is more against the
ope of Rome, hiy perfidious Jesnits, and their blind and bloodthirsty

faves oL that we have o defend ourselves ... . It is to popery that
re owe this terrible Civil War, 1 would have laughed at the man who
jould have told me that before | became President. . . . Now | see

e mystery,

Students are perfectly well aware that no such quotation is to
¢ found in the works of Lincoln, they know that the spirit of the
notation is contrary to the whole character of Lincoln’s thought
nd expression, they are familiar with the fact that on its face it
 not less whsurd to attribute such a statement to Lincoln, than it is

) accuse the papacy of such a position. Are they equally conscious
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of the danger that lies in the fabrication of such forgeries? A1 men
of prominence after death are hable to such misrepresentation. A\t
the present time, however, and i the United States, Lincoln s
the chief victim.  Many sunilar inventions are hemg contimnally
circulated under his name, in order to attach his great prestige to
this cause or that, and the general public is not ina position 1o tell
the true from the false.

Is it not the duty of historians to meet this current falsification ?
It is not easy to see how such a duty can ordinarily be performed
In the case of so invaluable a national asset as Lincoln, wonld 1t not
be possible to establish a pure gospel, and to bring out a definitive
edition of his writings and sayings?

CarL Russern Fisi.




