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514 Documents -

5. The Assassimation of President Lincoln, 18505,

Tue following letter, now m the possession of Mr. Hadley T
Walch, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, son of the man to whom it was
addressed. was brought to the attention of the Nezieae by Professor
C. H. Van Tyne. The writer, Hon. James Tanner, now residing in
Washington, where since 1904 he has heen register of wills for the
District of Columbia, kindly consents to its publication.  Born i
1844. Mr. Tanner enlisted early in the Civil War mn the 87th New
York Volunteers, and lost both legs at the second battle of Dull Run.

In 184 |he writes] [ attended Ames’s Business College, Syvracuse,
New York, for the purpose of studving shorthand.  Henrv FF. Walch, of
Grand Rapids, Michigan, was a fellow student of shorthand and we kept
up a desultory acquaintance for some vears.  That winter of "04 | came
to Washington to take a clerkship in the War Department.  Walch
continued his study and perfected himself in shorthand and was for
many vears, | think, reporter in the courts at Grand Rapids, Michigan.!

Mr. Tanner remembers writing the letter to Walch,  On the
same day or the day preceding he wrote to his mother a long letter
of similar purport. From that letter. which afterward came into
his possession, a paragraph is quoted mm an account by him of Presi-
dent Lincoln’s death, in the New York Sun of \pril 16, 1905 this
quotation is repeated in David M. De\Watt's 7he lssassination of

Abraham Lincoln, p. 270.

Ordnance Office, \War Department,
Wastixcrox, April 17, 1803
Friend Walch:

Your very welcome letter was duly received by me and now [ will
steal a few minutes from my duties in the office to answer 1t

Of course, vou must know as much as 1 do about the terrible event
which have happened in this oty during the past few dave T have
nothing else to write about <o I will give von a tew wdeas abont that,
perhaps which vou have not vet got from the paper-

Last Fridav might a friend invited me to attend the theatre with T,
which I did. T would have preferred the play at Ford's Theatre, where
the President was <hot, but myv friend chose the plav at Grover™s which
was * Aladdin, or the Wonderful Lamp 77 While atting there witne
ing the play about ten o'clock ar rather a hittle atter. the entrance doo

was thrown open and a man exclomed, = Preadent Lancoln 1o a0
nated 1 his private bhox at Ford's'™ Toctantly all was excitement aned
a ternible rush commenced and <omeone cried out, S down, ot 1
ruse of the pickpocket< “The audience generally aereed 1o the o ton
the most of them <at down, and the plav went on oon, however,
gentleman came out from bhelind the ccenes and mtormed ae that e
Gid news wias too true . We sttty dvperced

Mre Waleh awoupned that peeatiom from =g nldl b death o

Shroner or the N Natwonal Theatre 1l ed 1 the ey '
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On going ont i the <treet we were horritied to learn that Mro Seward
I bheen attacked and ceverely inmpured while in bed at s house
welf and friend went up to Willard's” which is a <hort distance above
swer's, to learn what we could, but conld learn nothing there.  The
iple were ternibly exaited l"-nc!;\ Theatre 1= on Tenth St. between
imnd . Grover's 1w on the Avenue near Fourteenth Stooand just below
Hard’<; 1t 1< about four blocks up from Ford's. My hoarding house
fight opposite Ford's Theatre. We then got on the cars and went
vn to Tenth Stoand up Tenth St to Ford's and to my boarding house.
ere was an mmmense throng there, very quiet vet very much excited ;
street was crowded and T only got across on acconnt of my hoarding
re. The PPrecident had been carnied into the adjoiming house * to
ere | board: T went up to my room on the second floor and out on
bhalcony which nearly overhangs the door of Mr. Peterson’s house.
mbers of the cabinet, the chiet justice, Generals Halleck, Meiggs,
gur and others were gomg in and omt, all looking anxious and
tow-tricken. By leaning over the rmling | could learn from time
ame ofs Hhe Excelleney’™s conditton, and <oon learned that there was
hope of i Soon they commenced taking testimony in the room
mning where he lav, betore Chiet Justice Carter® and  General
lleck * called for a reporter: no one was on hand, but one of the head
ks in our office, who boarded theére” knew 1 could write shorthand
he told the General <o, and he hade Tnm call me, <o he came to the
roand asked me to come down and report the testimony. | went
m and the General passed me i, as the house was strictly guarded,
course. I went anto g room between the rear room and the front
m= Moo Lincoln was in the tront room weeping a~ though her
i owould hieak. In the back room Ly Ths Excelleney hreathing
1, and with every hreath o groan In the room where | was were
ferals Halleek, Merge<, Augur and others, all of the calunet excepting

Sewand, Chiet Jutwe Chase and Cliret Justice Carter of  the
trict of Columbia, Andrew Johnaon ™ and many other dictingmished
LA solemm alence pervaded the whale throng -t wa-< a terrible
pent. Never oy Tite was T sarronnded by halt <o impressive

st Opposite me at the table where 1 <at wniting <at Secre-
Wallard™s Haotel
0 he Peteren honse 1 g tnew e Temh Street, anll standimg, i which

Prosent oconpant Me 0 O OLlnond b tor many vears preserved  his

in Memorial Callectn

Bl KO Curtter ol 1t ot the mpremne oot ot the Inctrct of
mln
£y Panmer el the odior thar the mame of Holledk wa written by
Certence | atow Mo Cuanier [ \nenr, then conmanmdn the department
Nachin

| A \ilwrr 2 1 1" e e g the ot tor for
fars

e ) o 1 1 I The Pro-nder had lLeen
™ Ve A5 he 1 the o 1 v here ddecnnated] he ver rewun
: . thie heay 1 i o\

! - O riaf1ion Voabam 1o o, s
fo

b\le | woerror thar ol o present |
bie te \ ' ‘ tor o bt prrd
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tary Stanton writing dispatches to General Dixoand others, and giving
orders for the guarding of Ford's and the surrounding country \t the
left of me was Judge Carter propounding the questions to the witnesses
whose answers | was jotting down in Standard Phonography. 1 was
so excited when 1 commenced that T am atraid that it did not much
resemble Standard Phonography or any other kind, but T could read
readily afterward, so what was the ditference?  In fitteen ninutes |
had testimony enough down to hang \Wilkes Booth, the assassim. highes
than ever Haman hung.' [ was writing shorthand tor about an hom
and a halt, when | commenced transcribing it. | thought | had heen
writing about two hours when | looked at the clock and it marked haly
past four A. M. I commenced writing about 12 M. 1 could not heheve
that it was so late, but my watch corroborated it e surrounding
circumstances had so engrossed my attention that I had not noticed the
flight of time. In the front room Mrs. Lincoln wis uttering the most
heartbroken exclamations all the night long.  As <he passed through the
hall back to the parlor after she had taken leave of the President o
the last time, as she went hy my door 1 heard her moan, = O, my God,
and have I given my husband to die.” and | tell vou I never heard <o
much agony in so few words.  The President was still alive, hut sinking
fast. He had Dbeen utterly unconscious from the time the shot struck
him and remained so until he breathed his last. At 0: 435 Saturdin
morning I finished my notes and passed into the back room where the
President lay: it was very evident that he could not last long. There
was no crowd in the room, which was very small, hut T approached quite
near the bed on which so much greatness lay, fast losing its hold on this
world.  The head of the bed was toward the door: at the head stood
Capt. Robert Lincoln weeping on the shoulder of Senator Sumnes
General Halleck stood just hehind Robert Lincoln and 1 stood just to the
left of General Halleck and between him and General Meiges'' Secre
tary Stanton was there tryving every wav to he calm and vet he was
very much moved. The utmost silence prevailed, broken only by the
sound of strong men’s sobs. It was a solemn time, | assure vou. The
President breathed heavily until a few minutes hetore he hreathed his
last, then his breath came easily and he passed off very quictly,

As soon as he was dead Rev. Dr. Gurley, who has heen the Presudent s
pastor since his sojourn in this city,'* offered up a very mmpressive
praver. | grasped for my pencil which was in my pocket, as I wished
to secure his words, but I was very much disappoimnted to find that my
pencil had been broken in my pocket. 1 could have taken it very casih

10 Mr. Tanner writes,  Various witnesses were brought an who had enther
been in Ford's Theatre or up i the viemity ot Mro Seward's residence \mong
them were Harry Hawk, who had been Asa Prenchard that mght mo the phin
Our American Cousin, Mr. Alfred Cloughly, Colonel GO Vo Ruthertord, and other

Through all the testimony  wiven by those who had been o Ford's
Theatre that might there was an undertone ot horror which held the witne-«
back from positively wlentityving the assassinoas Booth Sand Harey Thaak, ©

the best of my beliet, it was Mro John Wilkes Booth, hut T owall not he positine

and so it went through the testimony ot others hut the sum total letr no donl
as to the wdentity of the assassin ™

11 See the dagram m Nicolay and T

12 Rev. Dr. Phineas DL Gurles d the New  York Avenue  Preshyvternan
Church
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¢ spoke very favorably tor reporting. I'he triends dispersed, Mrs,
oln and Lamily coing to the White Touse, which she had left the
t before to attend the theatre with him who never returned to it
pt in his cottin,
lecretary Stanton told e to take charge of the testimony | had
N, o bowent up to my Foom and took a copy of atas T wished to
both miy notes and the original copy which T had made while
sin the honse. They will ever be cherished monuments to me of
awinl night and the arcumstances with which I found myseli so
pectedly surrounded and which will not soon be forgotten.'
aturday night 1 took the copy I had made to the Secretary’s house,
s he was asleep T dud not see him, so 1 left them with myv card. |
o, | would not regret the time and money 1 have spent on Phonog-
v if it never brought me more than it did that night, for that brought
he privilege ot standing by the deathbed of the most remarkable
of modern times and one who will Tive i the annals of his country
ng as she continues to have a lastory,
Tank Leshe's Mustrated will have a good picture of the building
¢ made celebrated by this sad event on that evening. 1 saw the
h made by the artist of 'the theatre, and 1t was very correct, indeed.
lso sketched the iside ot the room where the 'resident died, also
mtside of the bumlding, as well as the adjoming butldings on both
. You will see the house | board i has a balcony along the front
¢ two rooms on the second tloor o 1 occupy hoth ot those rooms.'*
ou can imagine the teeling here by udging ot the teeling in vour
place, only it s the more horritving trom the fact that the President
in our mudst and was universally beloved by the People.
his morming there was published o the Chronicle the statement of
it the witnesses whom I oveported, Mreo James B Ferguson b®

You
Joubtless see it in vour papers das itoas most important.,

I have an
which s gammimg ground here, and that i that the assassin had
ance 1 the theatre, and that the President was mvited there
Xpress purpose of assassiating him
led now meht and day

for
e theatre s very strictly

\Very truly vour friend,
Tases Faxwer

o, 17 . Gladstone to Ste Frederick Bruce, 1800.

e following letter, addressed on Fehruary 5, 1800, by Mr.
stone, then chancellor ot the exchequer, 1o the Britsh mmister

ashimgton, Sir Fredenek Bruee, was found by Dres Paul Knap-
Flhey were subscgquently bound an o volume, and presented v Meo Tanner
Umon Leavne Club o Pholadelphue of whose Finealn Memonal Collection
ow form a part

Rlvank ©eslic's Hlusovetod Wockiv aor A\pnal cg has deawmes, Iw Albert
qs. of the scene m the Presdent's bhox gt Ford's Theatre, and ot the scene
reom where he died o the ssane tor Mo 200 ot the exterior of the theatre
I the etersen house, showme also the house nest door, and s haleony

P\ ashimetonr Vo Clromn Testimony of Fervuson, who kept a res
¥ o the theatre, s also m Benn Proman’s edimon ot the Daal of the

Pators, pp 70
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22 Notes and Suggestions
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JACKSON AND T NISSION ARIES

Ix his splendid work entitled 77 Supreme Cowrt o United States
History, 110 22822, Mr. Charles Warren prints a supposed letter
by l'r(.'sidvnl Jackson to ** The American Board of Missionares ™
This letter is apparently copied by Mr. Warren from Seymour Dun-
bar's History of Trazel in America, 11 300, which quotes it from
the St. Joseph Beacon, of South Dend. Indiana, of September 2q,
1832. The concluding part of the last sentence 1s, according to Mr.
Warren, a * characteristically pungent comment by Jackson ™ that
missionaries are, * * by their injudicious zeal (to give it no harder
nanie ), too apt to make themselves obnoxions to those among whom
they are located " .

Having doubts, 1 wrote to the Rev. Dr. James 1. Barton, senior
secretary of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions, who writes that, in the carly correspondence of the Board
over the Cherokee incident, all of which has been preserved, there is
no letter from President Jackson., nor any indication whatever of
any communication from him except what is contained in the fol-
lowing letter from lLewis Cass addressed to Willlam Reed, chair-
man of the Prudential Committee of the Board, and dated from the
Department of War, November 14, 1831.

Sir:

I have received and submitted to the I'resident the memorial of ihe
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions iransmitted
in your letter of the 3d inst.. and I am instructed by him to inform vou
that, having on mature consideration satistied himself that the Legis-
latures of the respective states have power to extend their laws over all
persons living within their houndaries, and that when thus extended,
the various Acts of Congress providing a mode of proceeding in cases
of Indian intercourse inconsistent with these laws bhecome moperative,
he has no authority to interfere under the circumstances stated in the
memorial,

I have the honor to he

Very respectfully
Your obedient servant,
LLEW (Cass

Led by a reference to the matter in a typewritten monograph on
* Official Newspaper Organs and their Activities, 1835-1837 7, sub-
mitted in competition for the Justin Winsor Prize by I M. Iriks-
son, I have found in Jackson's ofticial organ. the Globe, for October
22, 1832, the following cditorial statement -

We are now authorized to declare. in the most positive manner, that
the President did not write the letter in question: and we also assert,



IFish: Lincoln and Catholicism ek

that the disparaging sentiment with regard to Missionaries generally,
1= as unjustly imputed to him as the writing of the letter itself. The
President never behieved that Missionaries were “apt to make them-
sclzes obnoxtous to those among wchom they were located "—on the con-
trary we have heard him often express the opmion, that for the most
part, they have obtamed a great influence over the barbarous nations
whom they are sent to enlighten, which has alwars proved salutary when
rontined to the objects of their religious calling, as the ambassadors of
L hrist.

The editorial also referred to ™ the reported disavowal of the Board
»f Commissioners, with regard to having received such letters ™
n October 24, the Globe printed a very long editorial entitled the
* Missionaries 7, vehemently asserting that the letter was forged,
ind stating that * this forgery, has been imposed on immense num-
)ers of good and pious persons m every section of the Union. It
s been published in almost all the opposition papers, and circu-
atedd m myriads i Maine and other States on the eve of elections,
n little handbills not larger than the palm of the hand ™. The editor
«ds that ** the National Republicans, who have propagated it, make
o cffort to detect the felon ™.

It is curious that ninety vears after the issue of this forged letter,
i should appear again and deceive a careful historian; while all rec-
rd of the demal of its authenticity seems to have disappeared from
e records of the American Doard.

DERNARD C. STEINER.

LLiNCOoLN AND CATHOLICISM

In * An American Protestant Protest against the Defilement of

rue Art by Roman Catholicism 7, recently circulated by the million.,
bhraham Lincoln is quoted as saving :

niortunately, I feel more and more, every day, that it is not against
¢ Americans of the South alone T am hghting. It 1s more against the
e of Rome, his perfidious Jesmts, and their hlind and bloodthirsty

aves ... that we have o defend ourselves o0 0 1t is to popery that
¢ owe this terrible Civil War. I would have laughed at the man who
puld have told me that before | became President. . . . Now | sece

€ mystery.

Students are perfectly well aware that no such quotaton is 1o
¢ found in the works of Lincoln, they know that the spirit of the
jotation 1s contrary to the whaole character of Lincoln’s thought
« expression, they are famnhar with the fact that on its face 1t
not less whsurd to attribute such a statement to Lincoln, than it is

accuse the papacy of such a posiion. Are they equally conscious
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of the danger that lies m the fabrcation of such forgeries? A1l men
of prominence after death arve hable to such nusrepresentation \
the present time, however, and o the United States, Lincoln s
the chief victim.  Manyv smlar inventions are hemg contimnally
circulated under his name, moorder to attach lus great prestize to
this cause or that, and the general public is not in o position o tell
the true from the false.

[s 1t not the duty of historians to meet ths current falsthcation
It is not easy to see how such a duty can ordinarily he performed
In the case of so mvaluable a national asset as Lincoln, wounld 1t not
be possible to establish a pure gospel, and to bring out a definitive
edition of his writings and savings?

Carr Russent s,
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Viartors on the Iur Trade, 178

FFor the followmg documents we are indebted to Miss Shirley
Trr, who found them in Paris, m the archives of the Ministry of
orcign Mtairs, and hrought copries 1o Washington.  In those
rchives the designation of the first s Correspondance Politique,
tats Unis, vol. 28, no. 1025 1t occupies (1. 206271 in the volume,
nd 1s a despateh, dated September 30, 1784, and numbered 395,
rom Frangois de Marbors, chargé d'affaires of France in the United
ates, afterward called Barbe-Marhois, to the Comte de Vergennes,
nnister u‘f foreign affairs in Paris. The second, sent as an en-
losure 1 the first, 1s no. 103 in the same volume, occupying ff. 272-
RO, and 18 a memoir on the fur trade as it was carried on through
entral New York in 1784, with suggestions for French participation
1it, the information having heen collected by Marbois when attend-
1, with Lafavette, the negotiations with the Six Nations carried
noat Fort Schuyler (Stanwix) that autumn by commissioners of
i Continental Congress. It 1s thought that readers will be inte-
ested in the picture the memoir gives of the status and methods of
e fur trade at this precise period, 1784, when as a result of the
eaty of peace and its settlement of boundaries the Americans saw
chance of capturing the trade.!

Frangois de Marhois (1745-1837)% was born in Metz, the son
i a director of the mint there, entered the Ministry of Foreign
dfairs in 17080 was secretary of legation at Ratisbon, then chargé
atfaires at Dresden and at Munich, and came out to America with
nzerne 1779 as his secretary of legation.  President Stiles de-
Tihes himoan that vear as *a learned Civilian; a Councillor of the

It occupres thus an intermediate position between the account given in
o by Charles Grant to Haldimand, printed in G, C. Davidson, The North
est Company  (Rerkeley, 1018), pp. 250-250, and Can. Arch. Report, 1888,

so-6r, and that which Inghs submitted to Grenville in 1790, Davidson, pp,

c7q. or that of Count Andriani. 1701, in La  Rochefoucauld Liancourt,
ovages Cizoo), 1 210- 2320 See also MeGill to Hamilton, 1785, in Can, Arch,
cprort, 1800, pp. g6 58 The carhier history of the New York fur trade is well
wiched in Professor Mellwain's Wravall's Abridgment «Cambridge, 1915), pp.
A= Ixxoxva,

“1is biography is piven by Comte Simeon in a eulogy before the House of

cors, lan, o, 83K Arclives Parlementaires, COXV. 5000 the article in
wr Bieg Gengoas mainly basad on thas

(725)







