
-4!R-

"drfty
OnJanuary10,1921Eugrne~2-i=a+tofEinld.rna,dethefollowingstatement:

I  ]cnew i).  a.  George  in  IIennessey,  Okla.,  a  torn  about  20  miles  south  of  here

in  1896.      At  that  tizue  I  i.fas  about  17  years  of  ag.a.       I  am  able  to  place  the

date  1896  because  as  I  I.emember  GeQrLse  offered  to  bet  money  on  the  election  of

MCKinley  and  claimed  he  was  betting  for  scme  Eastern  men.       I  was  a  sign  pa.inter

and  Geol.ge  a  house  paintel'.         George  claimed  in  I-Iennessy  that  he  had  studied.

interior  deool.Sting  in  St.  Iiouis.       I  never  lmew  I).  E.   George  b}7  any  other  name

than  t]rat  and  never  hear'd  of  the  name  Bryan  in  connection  \7ith  him  a,s  I\,H?.  Bates

says  in  his  book.      I  loaned  George  50¢  sevc.ra,1   times  and was  always  paid back.

He  rzray  have  gotteii  money  from  the   outside,  but  never  ccluld  have  been  very  much

during  the  time  he  was  here.        \thile  in  Hennessy  George  had  a  lriustache  and a

goatee,  boui  of  which  he  a.yed:   in  i.act,  he  mad.e  every  a,tteinpt  to  loop.  young.

coJde
George  boarded at  the  Car#Hotel  ithth  old inn Oe€,  wiio  Throind  be  about  I.ead.y

to  throw him  out  then  George  would. .get  some  money  and  pay  up.       He  always. drank

a  lot  vfron  he  had  the  money.         I  left  Hermessey  ln April,1900  for  Enid.  I  did

not  mov7  that  George  cane  here  until  after  his  death when  I  took a  picture  of

him.       He  had  fattened  up  a  lot  since  the  IIermessey  cLays.       He  i'ias  tall  and

lanky at  t-mt  time,as  I  remember  him.      Here,  in Enid,  I  understand  he  told
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people  he  ThJas  a  carpenter.       One  coiild  see  that  he  wasn't  much  of  a

painter  after  he  f inished  his first  job,  but  there  were  so  nrany people  doun

here  \'tho    had  pasts  that  no  one  asked  any  questions.      He  `r/ould  quite  often

recite  from  Shakespea,i.e  who  Ire  called  ''olcl  Bill''.       I  can  remember  him  re-

citing  Iiincoln's  Gettysburg's  Address  with much  gusto.    For  ¢ays  he  would

be  very  jolly  and  then  for  several  days  quite  morose.      I  ca,lled  him  '`Ped"

George.       One.time   I   said  to  him,   ''Da.d  you've   seen  better  days".       He  ansv/ered,

"Yes.  booze  will  get  i;he  best  o±`  them''.       I  never  heard  him  speak  of  Joh]i

Wilkes  Booth  or  o±.  President  Iiincoln's  assassination.      He  talked  a  lot  about

the  South  and  claimed  that  he  had  been a  Confederate  solclier  and  discussed  the

war  with  old.  Federal  soldiers  quite  often.        He  tried  to  effect  the  Kentucky

Colonel  type.    He  co[]plained  of  riieur,ip.tism,  but  I  do  not  I'emember  tlrat  he

1ixped.

ITote:    Several  interviewed    in Hermessey claimed  that";#

kid.  that  `'7oul{inl t  ]mow Bill  Shakespeal.e  from Bill  Bryan.

Thas  only  a


