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APPEALS   TO   IIINCOLN'S   CLEMENCY.

N  all   his   many-sided  as-
pects   Abraham   Lincoln
is  perhaps  better  under-
stood    and    more    thor-
oughly  appreciated  than
any  other  great  Ameri-
can,  for  .his  life  was  as
open asthe day.  Hi8lleart

went  out spontaneously  to  the  lowly, whose
hopes and aspirations he understood.  He was
very approachable. With a cause to plead, the
meanest as well as the greatest  could reach
Lincoln's  ear  at  a)I   times.    Lincoln  hated
strife  and  bloodshed,  yet  his  career  culmi-
mated  in the  greatest war of modem times.
He was  made  miserable  by  the  trials  and
misfortunes of his country; his honest heart

Pn::d::rtgobaysct¥t:So°ff:Tre'ttga:nsehr%Iqtlsahfi;
brought to  his  att'ention  on  appeal  in some
form.   The tender-hearted President was the
terror of  military despots and brutal  jailers
everywhere.   Through  appeals t,o  him  many
criminals  richly  deserving  punishment  were
allowed to go free.

It was almost impossible at first to secure
Lincoln's  consent to  the  execution of a sol-

gi::cfroirmdee,s::t:::,,ainuds,t:;toeurgFriEemnpcni:#::
was actually threatened with dissolution.  He
could  not withstand  the  agonized  tears  of
fathers,  mothers,   and  friends  of  the  con-

£e:::d#:mh;:dg,%nTfos::ddn::ufd:EsoTE;wtE:
enemy, perhaps, should be Shot in cold blood
by his our friends.

pe::%oom:hraefpce£#z:heaforee£:{nnt¥a#;ul;e:E
womanish nature; but Lincoln was far from
being  a weak  man,  though  easily moved  by

FrjeseeTroa#de;:Se:tnrg,oafnsr:,pupda{:eeTt,6ntootcac,L¥
sion  he  could  be as firm as a rock when  he
thought  justice   should  be  vindicated,  and
especially so when  the well-being or lives of
the struggling soldiers at the front were in-
volved.   In  cases  of  the  wanton  murder  of
Union soldiers it was  seldom  that  an  appeal
for clemency was successful.

It  has been my duty I  to handle, in the de-
partments at  Washington,  thousands  of of-

lThe  wi.iter.  a  member   of   the   Government   Com-
miS`qiitn   eng.iged   in   iiublishing  the  War  Records,  has
t.harge   of   the   com|)ilation   relating   to   I)ri8oners   of
war.-LIIIITOR.

ficial documents relating to prisoners of war
and   analogous  subjects.   This  has  been  a
wonderful  revelation  to  mo,  although   the
knowledge thus gained has  in no wise modi-

?::8iFeynt*finaelveiEpfe=';o¥ndoiinteh?#v=

%XoarTd!.:eadffe:#ofin¥tejind£]eng:j°nui#notbi:
and magnanimous character.

The multitude as well  as the multifarious
character of the appeals made to Lincoln are
evidence of the unalterab]e convietion of the
people that ho was their Sheet-anchor.  There

Fi?:n#etc;Pfee:iL#d;euhi8i:i|#nap:E:::c:oL¥|:o¥
woundedsoldierhobblinga]oneintothowhit®

Fao#:ea:aasyn#:uutn:h::]rs:ghsto,::dE:odnever

:::i§€]t:§[:#;?i{:er::E°ii:§¥dgff:¥cae#j`g;}i!

when they involved  the  liberty of a citizen.

ie§#if,,:i;I;:::nr;#e#a;:gmft!h£:;i:::sO£:£nft§ri

i:§i'##ef::8ao`fayfei#:etEti:aTo'£;eFl##;1e:I:np;#g:
most  formal  and  perfunctory kind, and en-
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•`=t:ropoufusk!cnfafctfeL:ticE;n:i:#:::F]::i|::

gff#:e#i|i:n:|#ah:da:e%eF,:ni:[;::;e,g,!fi:;
however, that he had become callous to the

drL]t]i%l;hhaE#LOHhendTekareffihda:yth¥8ea£%

#ff::f¥¥:if¥ioi;#;H:::
do¢eived.   Still, in thoBo matters where there

##ii,:raffm;ffif[:¥tiEi;p::e#i:
rffi'±£oEa:Pff#i;nftMri;e¥L::ty£;#o#T;C:ij
]owlng on the letter:

rfuiferiPeroEEE#hF¥T##!:E:::t8§„-..
necotiiber 0, 1803.

###:a:ndL#iii#!oiFi.,::iioietfg#
!#:I:n,gJ:tEo:eipb!e*n:ei#,##',:i;h:e":';,,;:

:=n:a|infie:dat'EetF:'|.p,:ipnegrsinr:|haetiF,gesti3e#.:
handwhting:

A. L'>'coLN.

He`#f#ryaa:lnf`berapma3::.ai,t±ef,I.e::,#icof

;h!§Er!:#;¥d:;i;{g!!§j:¥s;;:;i:§!:;o;:
L.  W.  Bro`rmi,  who   resided    thirteen   miles

§aE:;w:nf#J¥C,#o?:a!|]#:°,;g:hft::C#t;i:##e::

!#n:#f:t.:nt#eo;:I:h::f#:T|gan;::,I,#i::8::d:i
bivya9h°bvu°#:,r[?&t.eBAmseo#,t°arnr¥e¥?ruai'oih:';

F::i:::::,nfo.Tki#ti,eel,e£::fho|T#:::|ntom:E:
the following order in this case:

p#:i|;idfjik;¥;:j|i'n#|#g::9,:ijr!i:,::jj:Eii?::;,i,::!'!

IJe..ember lJ,  18(13.

#r{o:V#:.:afh:#8j:£g:ia:i:t#!:£ir#:¥,:e:ae3|n#:a:yd.Be:;::I:
in caBeB of thiB naturt.. the fitllow'ing will con-

iii:,;;::tihi:;,;i:i!ji!t!:i::ih;;;l',:::;i::t!;,:;i;,i,j!eii:ni;,i:;:i;,i
;.::ntHh:.,f''L!::i'#,i:.:).,.:°r#;`\I`,,I:`,.,tt!!,i„,i,.,(;.:::t,::

i!,,:::i':,,:;i,,';,,:,,;`,;:`.i'::,:,':;,:.:;;':I..`:i:I:,:,ii'n;`;;:,(;,:,,:,::,:,:i:,;:,;,i.:i.:
•\1,..  I,in ,,,, ln   i,,,I,,in(.,I   ul,,in   it:

Ir   I;''\,'.I,''''1,  .I,'''''.,'''   ,,ill   .11.\.   i ,,,,.,. i,i,,L`   "I,

:i!:I,I.ii:,':'L,:,''li"'!:,I,I::,,:,I,',';::
i,   ''''„1   Hl'''''l'l'l'il   H'''.,.'   ''''''   i''   I,ir,

''''  ''i''.''''',L,','l,   I   w.ill

I,,' ,,,. ','' ,,., '  .-,'   Ih,ill
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On the loth Governor Johnson telegraphed
his recommendation that young Wilkerson be
r..leased  on  tal{ing the amnesty oath,  to  re-
iJort at Nashville to i{ enter upon such further

#::£atE:sn:ts£,cahyeEet:Theee:#nn:,,,p:g::,t:,nea
the careful I'resident indorsed the  following
order upon it:

a8oF{..t#S±');:;`,i.#:`i.:I.I.:loft:t':e::nf£:enE:{irb8}!A. LINCoLN.
Dccoml)er 15,1801.

wh:::rj::h:fwlta°sb¥6:ioFna;:faan:wca°su#toyjn¥:d'

::adj:Cva3:t#::fit;#tf#:yi#:agci#?:eg:`:°on:t:h::
scripted, and from which he tried to escape.
On the father's affidavit Mr. Lincoln indorsed :

A.  LINcoLev.
October 14, 1803.

]toby was soon after released, on the order of

;£:r:}§;°!##!S§;:h§;;§nij;;:'t§::::i:eii§;;bit;::&;S:eii`:¥:r§

i,:e::#sn:de;;:I:s:n#:sE:te::t§,:::%n:fc;lei,i:z:e`a:tseo:afrefh;;
Situth,  from  one cuuBe  or  another.    He  ``'as

:,:rit:erg:t:y[,to;jrnatnioaotk:,hu°t.U{`g.a[;'{#j:tl£a6j3:

##,,,g`::`,,,if:l!,d,,i`i,:,,;:::ii;:#:i;,::i,:nlieit!?prop:i3.
t.iition  fiil.  hiH  rt.l`iii*`i.  Ht:`tinLr  :l.1  il  biNi8  for

:.:,,I;,,:;;1!:::.i.:.,:H,,`.:i:,:i,`i'!::.;`.;`':!r,I,l',::l`.I:,tit,C:;:!!,i;,.%:\:,:;:i
tl`i`L  titii.  ol.  liiH  A{]i".  fi.iil``  i.l``)ic`..  IliL`l  Hiir\'etl

t,`.I.lvl.,,,,,,, tlm  i,,   '1,`,  \ I ,,,, l'`,,l` .,.,, tl.  :,,.in.\,  uml
I ,,., ',,   ,li*`.I,i,,'L,`.,l`   ,,,,, I   tl,:,t   t,` .,,,, tl,`m   ```l`rll

tl,,`,,    in    '''\`    I.lli,,lL   :„'I'li''*.      .\11`.   l`in(I,,l''`A   il\-

Il''l..`'.'''',''t,   I.I,:I(I.i:

1`1 ,,,, \.,'i ,,,, '  ,,I,,,, iH,   ,I ,,,, '   }t,..   }'`'lr` ,,,,,,,.  '1```,,-

'''.,H','., ir+  ''  l'l'm  '''' Itl'll,k,''l'''  ''tl'.  \\.'''''11  I  \\.''\tl'l

Ilk,`    ,"    I,I,`.,`    ",,lil,,., I.       I    ,,,,,    i ,,,.,, ` .,,,.,, I   ,liH-

iep:I::r=#e3nu'p:itEfltoadifehtEt:i:#oL:otrt
Februnry 19, 1864.

i::Miri#j!':rtydys':Fge:;I:iek#wani:,3#t::,iceE:
intentions were,  he  never conclnded  a  case
without  proper  inquiry.   Abraham  SamuolB
was caught  passing through the Union lines

ira;i::i;tasio#ii:p#j:.i,pF!i;;r:r:iiie:£%#ie:

A. I.INcoEN.

Tnhvean?abbot:erLBioa:f°fi::PLt;::oi°ct±:f&]i#

§§jt:]£¥e§#cog§;o¥anon:3t;pja&FLfr:s¥#L#¥§
;8h:n3#rEienda'VI?tphp]tj£:t]!:cno:#rduepr:&8ajpend

Lett]Loprisoners&muelsbegrEINngfa.

wh:s:ring::eeri:e3a¥:tMfrt#t[t:dja:a¥o)iba

::Fe:#:£§:s#r]T{aFpg::;#:F3n#F%e:a:¥r
not, and never can be, a BecessioniBt.   I have

;§je:§L:,;i;g:,:::d:R±;]e{v:o¥oE:o££e:{e;je:dn#¢+§Be:a:sLS¥§[

#hry:sh]S:o:un:th:E:edt:C:::V::P§::ttieht{iio:r:s:¥mm?n:ityt£:

i.,,,,`i,I:i::,,,,lit;:.`t`.:.:.::,i:;;:,:i:.,u!.vso,:!`::::,:.::ill,'£n`:g:;i:e:oiE!
`` i :'```'````.:.'i:``} lot.                                       A.  LI.Vc`oLw.

in(li:i`li`i`iil.":}}.``rh!;r:,:te,rrt{:';n`:.?,i:O`,:{`,::u`:.rn;::|er
t,..n|ii`wwm`iilm\.i`````l`bo}.Of|`.tit;S``!;`L¢>,fl.P.

it,,I   l|,ia`,,'',
•' ,,,,,,,,, '.`.   :I.    1S,),I.
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`giv#EEa;i!:iffDTEEff:T#ew#::

•nd with .ny other.

:fh::r#£e:::8c;i.:,%Wm¥fE:;i:c%;:::

¥fr=::aw#!ffTi6coM¥rso:h:;:rt¥,owi:ETir:lil?::
Jtlne 24, 1864.

cat#n#i°¥hL:y8tfaepr:gfaanfooffifi:tli%u:i;
note+paper:

EXEOF,TlvEMMa#2%?¥ifeTASHINGTON,

in.  .onee  Of  homer, ae  wol]  ae  lack  of

#trber##grK=##:thisteie8ram

•befa?:of¥EtrFElglELEL£:±±:=ix

fr#`±orfo#ifa#h¥a#TfrL%:dog;°#

fi¥FRE#?£hi!OF#Brff#y#:O:#i
EEEzhffFH,,Y#eeTigBff£Eafy"oi#¥b;,g'n;dub::u:aJ,ll::a:eu;g!¥hT:yd£,I:£i#:':i:i

A. I,",col,N.

8.oBm^BT or Wim :

»£#_&#®°LFT#r£°rre:»F?¥o8i'i:¥,#£

i#iti#;i#!o;gig:i;!ui;#;iij;i¥jjr!
President Sought to shift reBponBibility.

HouonE=u:#qusoHP#oNBl#8Fesenon.

E.I!E3FifaE:I,#n:!gI!:?;f:i:!I:%#ii:::b!:o!i!

Fo#bo:;tt#e®;ce:3;o,#:b£:d#,¥:]]#Tfh;:ffyy:p:o:::p:r,ote#
in it.                      yours truly,

A.  LINColiN.

tjo#Vara#nL:j°nncoT:atkheartBt#raede°Nr:#r£86::::

:!tnah8a°rn#8:rtaht:#:Soon:er:h:ei:eQB¥£#netrBri:3:
this indorBement on the application for their
release:

##t,#jnfo;£nn:a£L#kty:1:dfflfn##c##::,:.,:T:o:fiF#:o:i:o;g§:1:.eD;i:i:tis:I:a:in;:n§tl:fl,{#:s*o{,i:t:#t;
July 1, 1802.

On another card he rmote:

8:j#!]prjy¥pi#iiT#:,;Oni:L%,##E,jN:#OFLi#':

:;:ti'i#hBrtfc`,I.'|,t':rn8T|!noi3n,gui'£C|oi::,:;g!;2;t:lil,'i
romavin Nortli.

Novolliber so, 18(#.

unfenr:epnpteean`c:%:dine:#i#tpewh£!fm:iea|,Teas|
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]Ldpeonnthhea€ei:£epr£:dng£Fs::3::!ntediwhere-

;::---::=::-:::::::-:i::i:::i-:_:::_i:-:_::_::=-_-::--_:-::

i;et:8::£euo±:r€j,.:E:sasntufoons:¥hme:aor*e:so¥pmtA.  IiENOouRT.

Xpd¥:e:8:°t;i§:;rea%fHfii;:d:q#hi£:d3;Be]E3::

gi]uro§.e:#t;b;f£¥e,Ej:t;h:Op*rudfg:a-;£dAngo€O&at.E£
March 25, 1862.

:h:?n:g!a|eoli;£j;Ffnt:ie:i:.f:#r!;ffo?vt:E;ge:::
thovycapcaatgooFEkinj¥SDn;:¥;ATE:]§ff¥
8°Aprii io, 1862.

biaThTee::).:a:%fnfe.d¥iaHt:gph£:'o::.i°:tc8)au:;

¥nr:;*r:#tn:a:os:e:;°3:ndms:£idsedpabJerG°Z:PLO:rnc%f:

:iig¥b:3oenf;i:|i:.`;eaEo:fJB::si%k::8tina:nld

§[:£e:gqr!j;:;i;i}g:*y%::°;iiS§:c;epi!:::ie[::;ii:a;n;dy;

i:h:oC;#£a::isr%fde::t'fet¥ha:nac#;rca:nhd::;:wii:;.::i
#!ir8:;::n8noredxi#eca°BfesMcro.mi;ngc:Inn:Sera:X';:

:ie;]viiiie;r;i,a:a::;:o::;t;;oEiij:i;;ais;ii;i:;i:I;:;:;:i!
:{,%:tfth{¥epflert{t{:':.t*;i:ec°`|:r3{sTP`yind°rsed

.,::§{,,:1;:i:H:.;.;'i£,#{!#:.i`i¥Stei,kn`;.:,':a.`:::'i::,cDoeLCN:.''`-

!i,;3r:affeiff;!Eh:;,!¥i#g:#:£i:E#

in±i¥rfe=ri#eo¥:#::a:ditEE¥E&

:i:,:i:E¥:D::h:j#e,E!i#£%iioffpg|

it¥ra:n;:iroiFi:i:8i;iff.:f¥Ci£:€dEE:iloE
%#:o:n%o:o:o¥fo::odte¥nj&sgr:f#ot£Ly:€%t:E£:
ieeTeyega::i !hasises?unane "n to exercise

But with all his tendemes8 Of heart there
was  another  and firmer  Bide to  his  nature,

#]£w¥#o:o:LrE:!fi#iEtti#o::#3:beF¥

ii?:;e:r:#oe,t¥ii!,ii;nfa|::;isto¥;-ff,¥ei#i
I cannot interfere in this o&Bo.

A. LINO0EN.
Janunry 1, 1863.

::Iid:e:::t::!p;:IT:ue±#Ei:ffiiT#iF!!:
#e:pg:hi:g:;I:o:jiFEtiri%ni¥#+en#:te¥##
illustrationofthiBphaeoOfhiBcharacter,and
I have done.

cu£%dJui)gLNL6±:i¥'Sa:h%k]Ftgw¥g&¥Z=
Ofcabne, all  the  circumstances Of the murder

!#:3:ri:,?i:a,esa#::in:,e#T:'`ig:£ce#!#:
i::ti.i:rs;nb°onrnt?fa:h:afirsstecu°nn{dteLdjsu:eton;

ga;3:::sdfri§;i::P::}f}j;¥rfkiskE.:ohfa:E:¥::j!;:e::d:e§j
and  Southern  sympathizers,  he  threatened
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L,  with   arrest,  as  perhaps  \`'as   his  duty,  one
I)r.  David  M.  Wright,  who  appeared  to  be
the most cons|}icuous of the offenders.   There
was  an  altercation,  in   the   midst  of  which
Wright  drew a  I.evolver  and  shot the Union
officer dead.

The  murderer was  at  once  arrested,  and
subsequently tried by a  military commission,
of which General  R. S. Foster was president.
He  was  ably  defended  by  Hon.  Lemuel  J.
Bowden  and  Hon.  L.  H.  Chandler,  but  was
found  guilty, and  sentenced  to  be   hanged.
The testimony was clear and conclusive.   The
most desperate efforts were made during and
after  the  trial  to  save Wright, who was  a
man of comiderable note and good character.
Petitions poured  in upon the President from
all quarters.   Among the papers is one letter
from Canada interceding for him.   The pres-
sure  upon  Mr.  Lincoln  was  something  tre-
mendous; his first appearance  in  the  case  is
in the  shape  of a  telegram:

:i:--::-i::-:::-:-::--:---:::-:::--i-:i-:-----:-i_--:-:-:-_---:=--

Judge-A dvocateLGenequl Holt transmitted

il#i!:#fie:::si;p:ru;;:i;;n::wi:;:,;z!i*#i,i
Mr. Lincoln had  gone  through all  the  chan-
nels of investigation.  The President found:

Lcj:]]::::hiTnt:``s[it;rc%?ta,S,?TP:,`:t;;£':nieh:,?`€:.:„noi

![:!`i`:i,,:,:i:;6,:iti;i,,;:ii::;;#,:!i:l#i[fl.::::lil:::;,i;,,::::::ii:iiiil
93:'c`:1catni|`cnfl?TW}.`£it(iussc:,?{`e}i'c::PiE`tt;n:>x:itT``,`t`[;a[',`.t}

A.  Ln.cl)L}..
Octoltor 7,  1863.

The  execution  \`'as  fixed  I.or  the  16th  of
October,1863, but Messrs. Bowden and Chand-
ler did not cease their efforts in behalf of the
doomed man.   On the intercession of Mr. Bow-
den,  Mr. Lincoln sent the following reprieve
the day before  that fixed for  the  execution:

;;r::iisi;f§:::h:t;h;i:;:;§ti;i::¥cfta:i:ii;°:nit,;:i:;:,t,o

On  the  17th  General  Foster informed the
President  that  Dr. Wright's wife  desired  to
visit  Washington to  ilitercede with  him  for
her husband's life.   The effect on Mr. Lincoln
of  such  an  appeal  f rom  a  woman  can  well
be  imagined  by the  reader  of the foregoing
pages.   The responsibility with such a man of
denying the  agonized  woman's  prayer  must
have  been  dreadful,   and  the  tenor  of  the
following  answer  to  Ge_neral  Foster  shows
how the President felt it:

;i±:i°¥:;:u;L:b¥!ii::f:|s;ni§vi:!r:`:(]i:Vii:;i;,i`:r;:teo
This ended the case.   On the final day Dr.

Wright was executed.
It may  be  remarked  that  there  are  very

few instances of record wherein Mr. Lincoln,
combating his own disposition as well as the
pleadings  of  the  convict's  friends,  as  in Dr.
Wright's case, took an inexorable stand, from
which   no   entreaty  apparently  could   move
him.    When he did assume that attitude,  \+'e
may  safely conclude  t,hat  he  \`'as  controlled
\`'holly by cogent reasons of a I)ublic nature.

Le8lie J. Pcrru.


